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DATES TO 
REMEMBER: 

 
NOVEMBER 

Friday 22nd 
Transition  

12:15pm - 1:00pm 
 

Morning Munchies 
Pizza & Juice Lunch 

Tuesday 26th 
School Council 

 
Wednesday 27th 

Step Into Prep 
Yard Familiarisation 
Future Preps (2025) 

 
Swimming 

Grades 5&6 

 
DECEMBER 
Monday 2nd 
Puffing Billy 
Grade 1&2 

Tuesday 3rd 
Prep 2025 Parent 
Information Night 

ACTING PRINCIPAL 2025 

As you will have seen from my COMPASS notification last Monday, an 

Acting Principal position for 2025 was advertised last Friday as I am 

taking 12 months leave next year. The process is being run by Northeast 

Victoria Regional Office in conjunction with our School Council. 

We will communicate when that appointment is made. I hope to be able to 

introduce whoever it may be to our school community prior to the end of 

the year.  

 

LOTS HAPPENING AROUND OUR SCHOOL! 

We have been working through staffing appointments for 2025 in the past 

month. It can sometimes be a 4-week turnaround from the time the job is 

put on Recruitment Online to the final appointment and sign off. 

We wish Mrs. Lauren Abbott well as she heads off on maternity leave this 

Friday. All the best Lauren on the impending arrival of your third bundle 

of joy. In other news, Miss Kathy Perushyn is taking 12 months leave and 

won’t be at Tecoma in 2025. All the best for your plans during this time 

Kathy. 

You will have noticed our bright new shade sails in the Prep area that have 

been replaced after tearing in the recent storms. Our playground certainly 

stands out as you head down Burwood Hwy from Belgrave.  
 
 



This week, construction of our yarning circle and indigenous garden begins the next stage. This 

will be completed by next Friday. 

Our history trail leaders in Grade 6 have completed their research and their work is currently   

being printed ready for installation and the great unveiling on Sunday December 1. Seven sites 

have been identified in what I think will be the first stage of our History Trail.  

 

WHOLE SCHOOL TRANSITION 

This week, our students spent some time stepping up into their 2025-year levels, familiarising 

themselves with the teachers in the new year level and friends that might have been in other   

classes. The children have been asked for the names of others they would like to be in a class with 

next year. We can only guarantee one child on that list as it is a very complicated process. 

On Tuesday 10th of December, we will be having our whole school transition day where the       

children will meet their new class from 11:30am until 1:00pm and their class teacher for 2025. 

This date is also the state-wide transition day for Year 6 to Year 7. More details will be shared 

with our Year 6 families closer to the date. 

 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2025 

Yesterday, we announced our 2025 School Captains to the Grade 5/6 children.  

Tomorrow we will announce our captains at assembly but here is a sneak peek! 

Our 2025 School Captains are: 

 Hailey E 

 Ned O 

 Harry H 

 Noah T 

 

The children went through an extensive process to select the captains. I must say I was really   

impressed with the list of candidates (15 put their hand up) who all would have made excellent 

captains in their own right.  

I was even more impressed with the way the children handled the announcement amongst their 

peers, running over in the classroom to congratulate them. The winners were humble in their   

success and the candidates that missed out were extremely gracious. 

Life can be a roller coaster, we don’t always get what we want but it’s how we respond to the     

disappointment, bounce back and work towards the next challenge that shows our character and 

resilience.  

We now begin the process of allocating other leadership roles in Grade 6. The cross-age tuition 

they are entering into develops them as leaders, as organisers, and as communicators.  

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS PICNIC 

Just a reminder that we will have our Christmas Carols 

Night on the oval on Thursday December 5 from 5:00pm. 

This concert each year is always a happy occasion, where we 

get together as a whole school community to share in the 

children’s success, have a break after a very busy year, and 

hopefully see a friend or two who we haven’t caught up with 

for a while. Parents are invited to bring along picnic rugs, 

chairs and their picnic tea and drinks for a 5:00pm tea.  

 

A reminder that smoking and the consumption of   

alcohol on the school property is against the law and therefore not permitted.  

At 6:00pm, we will commence our Christmas Carols evening here at the school. This will be a very 

low-key evening where we can all get together, enjoy each other’s company and sing along to our 

favourite Christmas Carols. There will be strictly “no choreography,” just a nice sing-along to    

celebrate the end of another huge year. We would love to see you all here. Grandparents and     

extended family are very welcome as always. Let’s hope the weather is kind to us again this year! 



DATES TO REMEMBER FOR 2025 FOR YOUR PLANNING 

This week we locked in some dates for 2025: 

School Photos will be held on Friday March 14, 2025. 

Grade 3/4 Camp is being held on September 8-10 at Phillip Island CYC 

Grade 5 Camp will be held on Monday March 24-Thursday March 27 at Lakewood Park Camp 

Grade 6 Camp will be held on Monday March 31-Thursday April 3 at Coonawarra Farm Resort 

Our Whole School Production is being held on Monday 15 and Tuesday 16 September.  

2025 TERMS DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tuesday 28 January All day Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 28 January 4:30pm-8pm Working Bee 

Wednesday 29 January 9:00am Term One commences – Grade 1-6 students 

begin 

Thursday 30 January 9:30am-

1:00pm 

Prep Students begin 

Tuesday 11 February Welcome     

picnic 

Prep and Grade 5 buddy picnic: 5:30pm-

7:30pm 

Wednesday 12 February No School for 

Prep 

‘School Entry Assessments’ for Foundation 

Wednesday 19 February No School for 

Prep 

‘School Entry Assessments’ for Foundation 

Wednesday 26 February No School for 

Prep 

‘School Entry Assessments’ for Foundation 

Wednesday 5 March No School for 

Prep 

‘School Entry Assessments’ for Foundation 

Monday 10 March All day Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 11 March All day Preps commence full time schooling 

  12-20 March   NAPLAN Gr 3 and 5 

Friday 14 March All day Whole School Photos 

Friday March 21   Colour Run 

Mon-Thu March 24-27 Grade 5 camp Lakewood Park Camp 

Mon-Thu March 31-April 3 Grade 6 camp Coonawarra Farm Resort 

Friday  4th April 2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly (Term 1 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Friday 18th April   Good Friday (in school holidays) 

Monday 21st April   Easter Monday (in school holidays) 

Tuesday  22 April 9:00am Term Two commences 

Friday  25 April   Anzac Day 

Monday  9 June   King's Birthday Holiday 

Friday  4 July 2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly (Term 2 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Monday 21 July 9:00am Term Three commences 

Mon-Wed 8-10 September All day Grade 3/4 Camp 

Mon-

Tuesday 

15-16 September   Whole School Production 

Friday  19 September 2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly (Term 3 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Monday  6 October 9:00am Term Four commences 

Tuesday 4 November   Melbourne Cup Holiday 

Friday 19 December 1:45 – 2:30pm Assembly (last day of 2025 -  early dismissal) 



GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep B Maddi H For the very mature way you approach all of your learning to the best of your ability 
and your kindness, patience and respect towards others. You can also think creatively 

to solve problems of any kind and your resilience to go with the flow as 
things change is nothing short of amazing! You should be very proud of the lovely 

person you are, Maddi! 

1/2A Louis M Louis demonstrated fantastic creativity when designing an outfit that he may wear in 
the future. Well done on a great effort, Louis. Keep it up!    

1/2B Owen M Owen did a great job when comparing olden day transport and modern day 
transportation. He compared planes, trains, cars, boats, canoes and bikes. He notes 
some key features of each that have stayed the same and what has changed. Well 

done, Owen.  

1/2C Billie F Billie, you always put your personal best into everything you do! You ask questions if 
you are unsure and try your best. Well done and keep it up!  

1/2C Jaxon O Jaxon, you have shown such great resilience in class. When something is hard you 
ask for help and then give it a go. Well done, Jax! Keep it up.  

1/2D Ronya S For making such a magnificently smooth start at Tecoma Primary School. Ronya is 
an enthusiastic learner who always gives 110% to everything she does. She has already 

made lots of great friends. AWESOME Ronya!!! 

1/2E Hudson F Hudson can be so proud of himself for taking up the challenge to improve his 
spelling and reading. He has worked so hard at this and has been willing to spend 
some extra time with me to listen carefully and learn. The results are paying off 

Huddy, and with this attitude, you will get there. It’s a good lesson for life.           
Well done! 

3/4A Jack D Jack has shown his personal best and great respect by listening to others and 
contributing his ideas during class discussions. Great work, Jack! 

3/4B Mia H Mia, you have shown your personal best by assisting others in the classroom when 
they need help and this has been wonderful to see. Keep up the wonderful dedication 

to your work and your thoughtfulness towards others.  

3/4D Torben S Torben, you have been working really hard on your persuasive piece, arguing that 
children under 13 should not have a mobile phone. You have included some great 

arguments and added supporting examples to really try and convince your audience 
to agree with you. Well done! 

5/6A Indie W Indie’s kind and caring personality make her a well valued member of our class.  She 
is always keen to help out or support someone in need, and she assists me in a variety 

of ways in the classroom.  I am so glad to have you in our class, Indie.                    
You are amazing!  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK  

Certificates will be handed out on Friday 29th November. 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK  

Certificates will be handed out on Friday 29th November. 

GRADE NAME REASON 

5/6B Nicholas P For being such a great City Experience explorer last week. Nicholas reflected 
on his group enjoying a private tour of the Supreme Court, getting a little 
lost and finding the Block Arcade really interesting. He said it was a 10/10 

excursion - the best one yet! Thank you for being such a great representative 
of our school, Nicholas. 

5/6B Felicia W Felicia enjoyed our City Experience excursion on Friday. She reflected on the 
positive team work of her group and how she was hungry all day (must have 

been all the walking!). Felicia, thank-you for being a wonderful 
representative of our school. I am so glad you had a wonderful time!  

5/6C Hope W Hope has been integral in helping to choreograph the Grade 6 Graduation 
dance this term. Through a combined effort with other Grade 6 students, 

Hope helped to come up with actions befitting the song choice and allowed 
herself to be filmed so that the rest of the cohort could learn the routine. I 

can’t wait to see what it looks like on the night, Hope!  

Japanese CLIL 
Science 

Billie F For demonstrating the school value of RESPECT by volunteering your time 
to tidy up the CLIL room. Your kindness and initiative set a great example for 

others!  



CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME – IMPROVING OUR 

SCHOOL 

A huge thank you to the families and neighbours in our community who donate their CDS           

containers to our school. So far this year we have cashed in over $300. Mrs Langford and the     

Sustainability Leaders collect the containers and fill her car every fortnight before she heads to 

Upwey Bowls, who kindly donate their containers as well. This scheme is supporting our garden 

and sustainability program by raising the final funds to complete our Yarning Circle, due to be    

installed next week, and will then fund the lunchtime garden club program to buy chook food,   

seedlings, soil enrichment, tools and much more.  

How can you help? Simply bring your bag of CDS containers to school and place them in one of the 

BIG RED bins on either side of the 1/2 building or if you take them to a depot yourself simply scan 

the schools code below.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Small containers under 150ml like energy shots and Yakult are not accepted even though they show the 
10c labels. Here is what is accepted: 

 



RUBBISH FREE LUNCH:  

As we work towards our Sustainable Schools Star rating, we encourage families to pack rubbish 

free lunches. We thank the many families who do this.  

Did you know that you can cut your waste by 90% by ditching the individually wrapped 30g packets 

of chips and buying larger chip packets (170g) and placing a handful (30g) into your child’s lunch 

each day.   We love seeing Nude Food and here are some examples we found this week.  
 

           



Parent and carer School Saving Bonus code distribution  
 

• The Victorian Government is delivering the School Saving Bonus – a one-off $400 
support for government school students from Prep to Year 12 in 2025. 

 

• From Tuesday 26 November 2024, you will receive an email from the Department of 
Education with your unique $400 School Saving Bonus code. 

 

• The School Saving Bonus will help families cover the cost of uniforms, textbooks,   
excursions, activities and more 

 

• If you have multiple children enrolled in Victorian government schools for 2025, you 
will receive one School Saving Bonus code email per child. These emails might arrive 
on different days. Please make sure to check your spam/junk email folder. 

 

• To learn more about the School Saving Bonus, visit School Saving Bonus | vic.gov.au 
(www.vic.gov.au). A step-by-step user guide will be available on the webpage on 26 
November.   

 

• If you have not received your School Saving Bonus code via email by Friday 29    
November, please contact the Department of Education by emailing: 
school.saving.bonus@education.vic.gov.au 

https://www.vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus



