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DATES TO 
REMEMBER: 

 
JUNE 

Wednesday 19th 
Swimming  

Grades 3  & 4 

Thursday 20th 
VSSS Dance 

Upwey Sth PS 
Select Students 

 
Friday 21st 

 Reports to parents 
via COMPASS  

 
Tuesday 25th 

 Parent/Teacher 
Interviews  

12:00 noon – 
8:00pm  

 
Friday 28th 

 CRAZY SOCKS 
DAY!! 

 
LAST DAY OF 

TERM 2:30pm finish  

FORTNIGHTLY UPDATE 
Last edition, we mentioned how our Sustainability Team were heading to the MCG to 
see how we went in the Sustainability Victoria Awards. 
We are very proud to say that we came out as the winner for the Sustainability Victoria 
Community Leadership School of the Year, which is an absolute credit to all that have 
been involved over the past few years, none more so than Mrs. Langford who has led 
our teams of children and parents over the past few years to get to this point. Our 
student leaders in receiving the award, spoke wonderfully to the audience in the MCG 
dining room. We have much to do in the environment space, but we know we are in 
good hands with leaders such as the ones that represented us last week. 
 
Finishing touches are being put to our school reports. These go out to you via compass 
on Friday June 21. Parent/Teacher interviews are being held on Tuesday June 25. 
Details about how to book for those were sent out yesterday via COMPASS. I have 
elaborated further below. 
 
Our children in Grade 3-4 have been extremely busy constructing shelters and these 
will be on display in the corridor of the Grade 3-6 building for parents to see when they 
come up for Parent/Teacher interviews in the last week of term. Please take the time, 
either side of your interview, to have a look at the wonderful work that they have put 
together. 
 
Our children continue to rehearse for the State School Spectacular that is being held in 
September at John Cain arena. This follows on from the children performing at the 
Northeast Victoria Region concert at Hamer Hall two weeks ago. We are very fortunate 
to have a teacher in Mrs. Connell who gives the children such wonderful opportunities 
to perform in the public arena. 
 
Congratulations to all our children, mainly in Grade 5-6, with some extra support from 
some Grade 4 children, in how you represented our school at our inter school sports last 
Friday. We have a strong belief that school sport is about giving children the 
opportunity to enjoy playing sport with their friends and a “taster” for some of those 
children that don't do sport on weekends. It's not about winning or losing but the 
manner in which we play which is far more important. That taster might lead to them 
wanting to pursue one of our fantastic local clubs in the sport that they desire, which 
can only be a good thing. Our children played the games in the manner that we would 
expect, showing all our school values and in the sport that I was at (soccer), our teams 
encouraged the other schools while playing them on field, which was wonderful to see. 
Good luck to our netball, soccer and T-ball teams that have advanced to the next stage 
of competition. 
Thank you to Mrs. Cumming and all our teachers/parents/coaches for your efforts in 
supporting our children, leading up to the events, and also on the day. 



You will have seen some temporary fencing being placed around the school on Wednesday morning. In the checks 
that we do around the school, we noticed that the strong winds had left a branch hanging in the courtyard near our 
time capsule, there was also a branch that came down on the oval and the winds were so strong that they blew the 
finial off the top of the gazebo. The Department of Education will be sending out contractors with a cherry picker 
to be able to fix that one, an arborist will deal with the branches, but in the meantime those areas have been 
cordoned off. 
 
A notice is coming out today asking for any parental support at our working bee to be held on Saturday June 22 
from 9:00am to 2:00pm. 
If any parent has an auger to dig holes for our eight goal posts, can you please let me know, as at the working bee, 
we will be digging the holes out in preparation for the installation of the goal posts the following day. 
The goal posts were purchased from funds raised by the parent network in the colour run last year and I know that 
the children are very keen to see them installed. 
 
Unfortunately, the winter bugs continue to hit our staff and children; a reminder to please keep kids home if they 
aren't well as this may prevent others from also catching these winter bugs.  
 
Finally, tonight is the community night for the Tecoma Preschool at Babajis in Belgrave.10% of all sales goes 
straight to the kinder when you mention “Tecoma Pre School” so if you are looking to eat in or take away tonight, 
maybe tonight it’s “Babajis”! 
 
https://www.babajiskitchen.com.au/ 
 

 
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
As mentioned above, Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held for all parents on 
Tuesday June 25th from 12 noon to 7:45pm in person. This was sent out via 
COMPASS yesterday and bookings opened this morning. If you haven’t made 
an appointment or need assistance with the booking system, please contact the 
office. Once a time slot is filled, the time slot is automatically withdrawn to 
prevent double bookings. During this 15-minute interview, parents will have a 
chance to explore information with the teacher that has been presented in the 
Mid-Year Report, which will be forwarded to parents on Friday 21st June. I 
strongly recommend that all parents avail themselves to this opportunity to 
further enhance your child’s progress at school. The positive partnership 
parents set up and foster with school has many benefits for the continued 
learning and engagement at school of their child/ren. This parent-teacher 

interview process not only ensures our communicative and collaborative processes continue to operate effectively, 
but also provides your child with the best opportunity to succeed.    
 
MID-YEAR REPORTING/PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
Our teaching staff have been very busy over the past month writing mid-year reports for each student. It’s an 
extremely busy time for teachers, the task taking around 40-50 hours. However, we know that this is an important 
opportunity for parents to be updated on their child’s progress, so it’s undertaken with a high degree of diligence. 
Each report once drafted, goes through two rounds of proofreading to ensure we maintain our high standards. We 
are focused on reporting in a clear and concise style without too much teacher jargon.   
Features of our reports for those new to our school are: 

• We report on your child’s citizenship, and we are doing this through the lens of our new school values. 
(Respect, Creativity, Personal Best and Resilience) 

• A general comment space is included.  

• Achievements and areas for improvement are in the one comment. 

• We have several learning indicators for specialist reports (CLIL - Content and Language Integrated Learning 
- Science & Japanese) along with effort and behaviour. 

• There are no A-E scores. We focus on a growth mindset. 
 
When you get the report, please remember that we have begun the process of writing reports in May.  This is 
especially pertinent for parents of Prep children. A Prep child has been with us for 4 months, so unless we are 
totally satisfied, they have made 6 months growth in their learning progression, we won’t move them up the 
graph. It doesn’t mean your child hasn’t made growth; it’s just that they might not have shown 6 months growth in  



the 4 months they have been with us. This is but one example as to why you should take advantage of the parent 
teacher interviews on offer.  
For most students, their progress in Reading provides a reasonable indicator of how they are progressing in most 
aspects of the curriculum which is why we have so much of a focus on developing sight vocabulary and regular 
reading habits. For Prep students in Victoria the reading benchmark at the end of the year is level 5, whilst for 
Year 1 students it is level 15. All students develop at different rates, so this is merely an indicator of how they 
are progressing, and it is far better for us to develop students’ ability to expand their comprehension, expression 
and fluency, rather than merely just reading a certain level of book.  
 
PLANNING WEEK 
At Tecoma, all our teachers work collaboratively in teaching teams to provide support and maintain collective 
responsibility for all students in their level. To support this work, next week we have planning week where all 
teachers are released from their teaching duties for one day. This provides time for teachers to further analyse 
student progress and complete preliminary planning for the term to come. Over the next weeks and over the   
holidays, all teachers complete their term level planning, which is then used as the foundation for weekly and 
daily planning throughout the term, ensuring that our teachers are prepared well in advance for another fantastic 
term of learning. 
 
2025 SCHOOL ENROLMENT 
Thank you to parents and extended family members, with a kinder aged child, who have already submitted their 
2025 enrolment form. I continue to conduct tours and accept enrolments weekly. 
 
Should parents have siblings attending our school next year, but have not yet enrolled, NOW is the right time to 
do so.  Enrolments can be entered on the VicStudents portal:  
 
https://students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/ 
 
If you encounter any problems with the portal, paper forms are 
also available from the office, or can be emailed to you to fill in. 
Please contact the office if you would like it emailed to you on 
9754 2354. 
 
Thanks! 
See you around the school. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

On Wednesday 29th May, 20 children in Grades 5 and 6 set off early on the train for our sound 

check and performance at Hamer Hall in the city. We had a great day visiting the NGV and   

music vault in between the sound check and concert (not to mention the yummy ice cream and 

dinner we also shared.) The children were part of  a choir of 200 children from within our     re-

gion which performed as part of the NEVR concert, Sonic Canvas. Talent from secondary and 

primary schools came together to create orchestras, concert bands and choirs. The concert was a 

great showcase and it was a fabulous day. Thanks also to Mrs. Double and Kath for spending 

the day with us as well.  Mrs. Connell.  



SSV Divisional Cross Country Success! 
 

We are thrilled to announce the outstanding achievements of our talented students at the 

SSV Divisional Cross Country held on Tuesday, 4th June, at the picturesque Yarra Valley 

Racecourse. Our students put on an impressive display of athleticism and determination. 

 

A total of 18 students from Grades 3-6 represented Tecoma School in this event. We couldn't 

be prouder of their efforts and the way they showcased the spirit of our school. We are      

delighted to report that this time, the course had far less mud than last year, and we didn't 

lose any shoes along the way! Congratulations to all our students who participated in the 

cross country event. You represented Tecoma Primary School with pride and determination. 

We applaud your hard work and commitment to sportsmanship. 

 

Grace K achieved a second-place podium finish, demonstrating exceptional racing. We also 

want to acknowledge our other eight students who, along with Grace, achieved                

commendable top 12 results, earning themselves a spot in the upcoming SSV Regional Cross 

Country event. Congratulations to Zoe F, Cooper G, Charli S, Emma M, Gabby W, Oscar G, 

Jack G, and Loren T, who now progress to the next round of competition. This regional 

event takes place today, Thursday June 13th, and we wish our students the best of luck as 

they continue to represent Tecoma at a high standard. 

 

Once again, we extend our warmest congratulations to all the participants of the SSV       

Divisional Cross Country. Your hard work, determination, and sportsmanship are truly 

commendable. Tecoma Primary School is proud to have such dedicated athletes among its 

student body.  

 

We would also like to thank the incredible parents who generously offered their time and 

assistance in driving our students to and from the SSV Divisional Cross Country event. 

Your support and dedication are invaluable, and we are truly grateful for your involvement.  

 

We recognise that organising transportation can be a significant commitment, requiring 

time and effort on your part. Your selflessness and willingness to go the extra mile for our 

students is truly appreciated. We are incredibly fortunate to have such caring and dedicated 

parents in our Tecoma School community. Keep up the fantastic work, and let's continue to 

shine in the upcoming regional competition! 

 



Winter Sherbrooke District Interschool Sports... 

We are thrilled to congratulate all of our Grade 5/6 students, along with several Grade 

4 students who kindly filled in at soccer and Volleystars, for their outstanding         

participation in the Sherbrooke District Interschool sports event. Tecoma Primary 

School proudly fielded teams in a variety of sports, including Volleystars, soccer, AFL, 

T-ball, and netball. The dedication and hard work put in during our weekly Thursday 

afternoon training sessions this term have undeniably paid off, resulting in a           

remarkable display of success from our Tecoma teams. Our AFL team showed skill 

and determination, securing the fourth-place position in a hard-fought competition. 

The girls' netball teams also showcased their talent and teamwork, finishing 1st, 4th 

and 5th. Their hard work and commitment to training paid off, and we commend them 

for their efforts. Moving on to soccer, we had three teams competing. Team #1          

displayed remarkable skills and finished in an impressive first place. Team #2, 

clinched the third-place position, and Team #3 fourth-place. We applaud all three 

teams for their hard work and sportsmanship. Thanks also to our four grade 4         

students who stepped up and filled in for today. Awesome effort grade 4’s. Our T-ball 

teams had an incredible showing as well. The second team secured the first-place spot, 

while the first team battled valiantly and achieved a commendable third place. It was 

unfortunate that they had to face each other in the semi-final, but their dedication and 

perseverance deserve recognition. Lastly, congratulations to our Volleystars teams on 

their impressive performances! Securing 2nd place for our #1 team, 4th place for our 

Tecoma #2 team. Also thanks to our two grade 4 students who stepped in on the day 

and played in our second team. We would like to extend our congratulations to all    

students who participated in the Sherbrooke District Winter Sports Carnival. Your 

commitment, teamwork and effort have made us proud and we are grateful to have 

such wonderful students representing our school. We would also like to thank our 

Grade 5/6 teachers, along with Megan and Mr Thompson, as well as  our parents who 

assisted on the day. Your time and effort in supporting our students at the carnival 

were greatly appreciated and without your help, our students would not have been 

able to attend all the sports. A HUGE thank-you to all. Once again, congratulations to 

our students who will be competing in the Divisional Finals, and we wish them all the 

best of luck. 



 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep A Patrick M Congratulations Patrick, for using unifix blocks to create some wonderful colour 
patterns during our Maths lessons. Patrick challenged himself and those around 

him to create patterns with 4 or more colours! Awesome work, Patrick!  

Prep B Georgia B Georgia, you always demonstrate our school value of Respect by being honest, 
fair and respectful to everyone. You ‘make the world a better place’! You are also 

making wonderful progress with reading and spelling, because you work really 
hard in these areas. Great job, Georgia! 

1/2A Indi N Indi made an awesome shape monster this week. She used a variety of 2D shapes 
and as usual, put in her very best effort. I love how you always put your own 

creative spin on things, Indi. Keep up the great work!  

1/2B Leona L Leona always adheres to the school values. She embraces challenges with 
resilience, listens with respect and always does her creative and personal best 

work. It is a pleasure to teach you, Leona!  

1/2C Carter P Carter, you have worked so hard this past week. You have been so focused on 
your tasks and making sure you have everything you need to complete your 

work. Well done on a great effort, keep it up!  

1/2D Duncan L For ALWAYS trying his very best in completing all the different tasks and 
activities. Duncan recently made a very impressive poster about RENEWABLE 

ENERGY. He drew very well drawn illustrations and labelled his pictures. 

1/2E Edith O Our writing topic for Wonder Wednesday was all about planets.  I was amazed 
by how much Edith knew about the planets in our Solar System. She listed all 8 
in their order from the Sun, and included interesting facts about many of them. 
It was all written in her lovely handwriting, with accurate spelling and she even 

had time to draw them in order.  What a STAR you are Edith !!!! 

3/4A Eve K Eve, you always give your best to any learning task you are given, and you have 
been contributing ideas more and more to class discussions. It has been brilliant 

to see your confidence grow and your enthusiasm for learning.  

3/4B Jack N Jack, you have shown tremendous resilience during our spelling and handwriting 
lessons. Your handwriting has improved so much and you are really taking time 

and care to form and write your letters neatly. Keep up the great effort! 

3/4C Duke I Duke, I was so impressed by your willingness to help a classmate at swimming 
last week. Using your initiative, you understood what was needed and provided 

them with the support that helped them get ready to leave the pool.  

3/4D Eli B For the amazing energy and enthusiasm you are bringing to your role as ‘The 
Gingerbread Man’ in our Readers Theatre play. You use great expression while 
you read your lines and make your performance engaging for the audience. 

Perhaps a career in showbiz beckons! Great work, Eli! 

3/4E Franqi C Franqi, you are always so considerate, and it was great to see you helping your 
classmate with their tub tidy on Tuesday. Thank you for being so supportive and 

using your super organisational skills to help others. Well done!  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

5/6A Tori L You are an absolute angel, Tori.  You are a pocket of positivity and we appreciate 
all that you do in our classroom. I also appreciate all of the knitting advice you 

have given me! 

5/6B Emily Emily created the most magnificent Story Wheel of Wolf Girl. Her writing was 
considered, edited and developed throughout our sessions, her illustrations were 
carefully drawn and wonderful! What a terrific piece of work you have created, 

Emily. One to be very proud of! 

5/6D Evey T Evey was a good sport, resilient, respectful and a team player at our inter school 
netball competition on Friday. She had great words of encouragement for others 
and used her personal best effort on the court. I’m sure you will make us proud 

at district netball next term!  

5/6D Georgia W Georgia completed an excellent story wheel about the novel, ‘A Pocketful of 
Stars’. She worked diligently, completed each section in detail and presented her 

work with creativity. Well done Georgia! 

Music Quinn J For her fabulous playing of the instruments during Music this week. 

Japanese 
CLIL 

Science  

Ellie D Congratulations for demonstrating impressive progress in your Japanese 
learning. Ellie-san (Ms Ellie) was able to accurately identify and articulate the 

two colours, red (aka) and blue (ao), that combine to form purple in Japanese. 
Excellent work!  

Japanese 
CLIL 

Science  

Zoe F Thank you, Zoe-san (Ms Zoe) for voluntarily looking after our CLIL room in 
many recesses and lunchtimes. You've been exemplifying RESPECT for our 

learning environment. Fantastic effort!  



This term, the Grade 3/4 classes have been working on their reading fluency skills, and have 

been practicing with the younger year levels by reading aloud at lunch eating time over the 

last couple of weeks.  

“It was fun, we got to meet new people. They loved our books and didn’t interrupt us, and 

some of the younger students even read our books back to us when we finished. We all tried 

our best and had a lot of fun” – Elsa 3/4E 








