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DATES TO
REMEMBER:
OCTOBER

Tuesday 25th
Bodyworks Program
Grade 5
Wednesday 26th
Bodyworks Program
Grade 6
Swimming
Grades 5/6

Thursday 27th
Kinder Visits
Grade 4
Friday 28th
Curriculum Day
Student Free Day

NOVEMBER

Tuesday 1st
Melbourne Cup
Public Holiday
Wednesday 2nd
Step Into Prep
Science
Swimming
Grades 5/6

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
COVID UPDATE
You may be aware that the Victorian Government has announced changes
to the COVID-19 isolation requirements.
This means that from 11.59pm on Wednesday 12 October, the mandatory
orders around isolation for people with COVID-19 have ended and instead
we move to health advice and recommendations for people with COVID-19
or COVID-19-like symptoms. Our school will continue to adhere to the
Department of Health’s recommendations to ensure that our school remains
a safe environment for our staff and students.
The Department of Health strongly recommends that students and school
staff:
•
Who test positive to COVID-19 stay home and isolate for 5 days and do
not attend school after 5 days if they are still symptomatic
•
Who are symptomatic but have not tested positive not attend school.
This does not include students with pre-existing conditions such as hay
fever.
•
Parents and carers are recommended to continue to report their child
having COVID-19 to both the school and the Department of Health.
We will, however, no longer report occurrences of positive cases to the
school community. We ask parents and carers to continue to remain vigilant
in preventing COVID-19 transmission. Any student who is unwell should
continue to remain at home. This is about keeping students healthy and
well in our school and reducing the spread of both COVID-19 and other
respiratory diseases. Free rapid antigen tests are available at the school for
those who need them. Parents and carers will be contacted if their child
shows symptoms while at school. Students who wish to wear a mask should
continue to do so.
To keep our school as safe as possible, we will also continue to use air
purifiers and other COVID-19 prevention measures. Thanks for your
continued efforts to keep our school community safe and well.
CLASS PLACEMENT 2023
Thank you to the parents who have taken the time to write to me regarding
information or concerns they may have over their child’s class placement for
2023. A reminder, the final date to send a letter to me on this issue is next
Thursday, October 27, 2022 at 4pm. Please refer to the guidelines I sent out
in the last newsletter regarding what requests will be taken into account.
Requests for specific teachers will not be considered.

2023 PARENT CONTRIBUTIONS
At School Council on Tuesday night, we passed the Parent Contributions for 2023. These will be
sent out to you through Compass next week.
In the past 2 years, there has been changes to the Parent Payment Policy as set by the Department
of Education.
Why are parent payment arrangements different now?
To ensure consistency in the way parent contributions are being requested and managed across the
state, the Department has made changes to how schools seek parent contributions. The intent is to
align practices across the system, and ensure parents and schools use common terminology and
have a shared understanding around parent payment arrangements.
A template is being used by all schools to communicate parent payment arrangements. The
template includes the new category names to clearly define the purpose of parent payment requests
and includes a one-page overview of the policy.
Parent Payment Categories
The categories under which contributions will be requested have been changed to align with the
purpose of the payment:





Support items and activities that help deliver fundamental curriculum or subject learning e.g.
General classroom materials and equipment
Other Contributions (previously known as Voluntary Contributions) support the school’s
operation and function more generally e.g. Parent communication tools and school building
enhancements
Payments for Extra-Curricular Items and Activities (previously known as Optional Items)
provide for items and activities over and above what is needed to deliver fundamental
curriculum learning. These user-pays contributions enhance the schooling experience for
students e.g. Optional camps, excursions and events

The change in Parent Contributions policy as set by the State Government was to address schools
that were non-compliant in their fee charging. We have always been compliant and when you see
what we are requesting, our fees will show little difference to what has been in place since the
policy last changed 5 years ago. The change is the Department have now made Curriculum
Contributions (previously known as Essential Student Learning Items) voluntary.
With our incredibly low fees since the change in policy 5 years ago, you will know the incredible
value for money you receive as families for the education and opportunities your children get at
Tecoma Primary School.
We ask that you continue to support us financially in the magnificent way you have in the past.
The voluntary contributions that we have received, in some years totalling $20,000, has enabled us
to buy items such as iPads and laptops as well as the new interactive televisions we are bringing in
across the school.
We thank you for your ongoing support of the school, not just physically with your attendance and
support of your children, but also financially. We can only run the programs and structures we
have, through having a supportive community.
UPDATE CONTACT DETAILS
With fire season fast approaching it is a good time to remind our families to ensure that all your
details are up to date at the school. If you have changed address, got a new phone number or have a
new alternative contact please contact the office to give us the details so that we are able to contact
you if required.
GRADE SIX GRADUATION
Preparations have begun for our Grade 6 Graduation on December 15. We hold the graduation
ceremony at Burrinja before we head to the Upwey/Belgrave RSL for a meal. Information will be
sent home on a regular basis and your children will be kept informed of developments as they
occur.

The Grade 6 students are also preparing for the next phase of their education. It is an exciting
time for them with many changes occurring as they progress through to Secondary College.
Discuss the transition with your child in a positive way to ensure that the transition is a smooth
one. Should you have any concerns please speak to your child’s teacher at the school.
IS YOUR CHILD STARTING SECONDARY SCHOOL NEXT YEAR?
Parents of our Grade 6 students will tell you that it doesn’t seem that long ago that their child
was starting school. The primary years seem to fly by and our grade 6’s are already three weeks
into their final term of primary school.
Secondary school can be a daunting thought for not only our students but parents as well. There
are many questions, which I’m sure you have, which are not fully answered at information nights
and orientation days.
The Department of Education and Training have developed an informative site, which provides
hints and tips on how to support your child through the transition to secondary school.
https://www.vic.gov.au/tips-starting-school#children-starting-secondary-school-year-7
I have taken the following from the site:

Children starting secondary school (year 7)
Moving from primary school to secondary school is a major step. It's a time of big changes in your
child's life.
Talking about the changes with your child will help make the move positive.
What's different? Some of the main differences between primary and secondary school are:

more subjects and teachers

more homework

more challenging school work

the responsibility of getting to classes in different rooms on time

the need to manage themselves, their learning and their equipment

using lockers and carrying books between classes

adapting to different teaching styles

having no 'home' classroom – many schools have a designated area for year 7 students.
Many secondary schools work with primary schools to make the move easier. These transition
programs can include:

secondary students giving talks at their old primary school

year 6 classes visiting secondary schools

buddy systems at secondary schools – these pair up older and younger students.

orientation days – these usually happen in early December.
Tips to prepare during the school holidays:
1.
Be positive and enthusiastic. Your child is more likely to look forward to starting high school
if you’re positive about it.
2.
Organise the school uniform. Your child should wear their new school shoes around the
house to make sure they are comfortable
3.
Get books and stationery. The school will give you a book list.
4.
Learn about school routines. What time does school start and finish, what time is recess and
lunchtime?
5.
Learn about travel to school. Make a plan around the public transport timetable. Have a
backup plan in case they miss public transport. If you plan to drive your child to school, do a
trial drop off and pick up, and check for parking.
6.
Talk to your child about their timetable. It will list subjects and classroom numbers. It’s
good to make a few copies of the timetable to keep in different places.
7.
Create a comfortable place for your child to study. This should be a quiet place away from
distractions.

8.

9.
10.

Remind your child that is normal to feel nervous about starting high school. These nerves
may last past the first day. Encourage your child to talk about what they might be worried
about.
Encourage your child to keep in touch with their primary school friends.
Have an emergency safety plan. Be clear about who your child should contact and what you
expect them to do in an emergency.

PUPIL FREE DAYS NEXT TERM AND THE BEGINNING OF 2023
As mentioned in the last newsletter of Term 3 and at the beginning of this term, we let parents
know that we have three days this term to be utilised as Pupil Free Days. These are the remaining
2 of the 4 curriculum days allocated per year and the Term 4 Professional Practice Day (PPD) as
part of Victorian Government Schools Agreement.
•
Professional Practice Day on Friday October 28
•
Pupil Free Day on Monday December 19
•
Pupil Free Day on Tuesday December 20
The final day of 2022 for all children is Friday December 16 with our final assembly and farewell to
our Grade 6 children from 2:30-3:30pm that day.
Next year, we start with:
•
Pupil Free Day to start the year on Friday January 27, 2023.
•
Children in Grade 1-6 start on Monday January 30, 2023
•
Prep children start on Tuesday January 31, 2023.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Jan 23

24

25

26

27

28

Office open

Australia day
holiday

Staff return

31

1

7

8

Admin staff
return
29

Jan 30

31

29

30

WORKING
BEE 4-7PM

All Yr 1-6
students return. 9:00am3:30pm

Preps start

No preps.

9:30am1:00pm

(students
booked in for
assessments)

All students
9:00PM3:30PM

2

3

4

5

6

Curric Day #1

No preps
(students
booked in for
assessments)

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE:
•
Talked about the difficulties faced by the communities in the flood prone areas. We also spoke
about how we can all learn from the way the communities have all pulled together to help
each other out, very much like what we do here at school when we need support. This very
much fits with the Resilience Project GEM mantra (Gratitude, Empathy Mindfulness) and our
school values.
•
Handed out some wonderful achievements to qualify for Student Of the Week.
•
Heard a wonderful achievement where a prep student ran 2.5 kms while
•
We reminded the children about the need to wear hats this term or they must stay under
cover.

See you around the school.
Rohan Thompson
Principal

Tecoma Primary School is looking forward to another great year of teaching and learning and
would like to advise you of Tecoma’s voluntary financial contributions for 2023.
Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian curriculum and we
want to assure you that all contributions are voluntary.
Keeping in mind the current State Governments Parent Payment Policy, to continue the provision
of our high standard of education, along with facilities, maintenance, and well-being services for
our students, we request your support in making these voluntary contributions.
Within our school, voluntary financial contributions have allowed us to:
·
Purchase the very best literacy/library and numeracy resources for students, including new
reading materials and more hands-on maths resources
·
Continually improve our school playgrounds and outdoor areas, equipment, and the further
development of our vegetable garden & sustainability program.
·
Ensure that all children have access to IT devices as needed and that our teaching staff have
access to interactive televisions to enhance the engagement and learning of our students
With all families in mind, School Council has strived to keep 2023 costs to a minimum, as per our
Parent Payment Policy guidelines. We wish to assure you that we practice due diligence in all
purchases made, accessing best value programmes/supplies through specialist providers.
Thank you for helping us make Tecoma Primary School the best it can possibly be. Your efforts
made throughout the school year, whether that’s through fundraising or volunteering your time,
make a huge difference to our school and the programs we can offer our students.
For further information on the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see a one-page
overview attached.
Sincerely,

Rohan Thompson
Principal.

Lisa Dell
School Council President.

Hannah Godlevsky
School Council Treasurer.

INTERSCHOOL SPORTS DAY UPDATE
VOLLEYSTARS!!
Our Grade 5 and 6 Volleystars played skilled games against their
rivals at Belgrave South Primary School last Thursday. The
Grade 5 team supported each other and even though they did not
win, they should be really proud of their efforts. The combined
Grades 5 and 6 team won 5 out of 6 games and achieved third
position in the overall tally. It was such a fun day; smiles were
everywhere and this is what Volleystars is all about.

TENNIS!!
Congratulations to the boys and girls tennis teams that made it through to district
tennis! The interschool sports day went really well and all
schools played fair. We saw some great gameplay from all
schools but overall Tecoma was victorious. The day went like
this: everyone would play two singles matches and one doubles
game then we all would take a break, this process would repeat
this for three times and then at the end of the day we would add
up all of the scores. The main challenges we faced were the
nets falling over in the wind and the opponent’s skill. By the
end of the day everyone was tired, but it was all worth it to pass
through to district. These tennis teams are now undergoing
training sessions during lunchtime to improve their skills and tactics. The most
important thing though is that we had fun. Callum H.

BASKETBALL!!
On Thursday in week one of this term, 16 Tecoma students went
to Dandenong Stadium to play basketball. We began at 10:20,
after a wait for refs. Games were every 20 minutes. Both the boys
and girls teams had five games each to play over the course of
the day. The boys won 1 game and the girls won 2, and drew 1.
None of our teams made it through to Division but we had a
great experience and every game was played with joy and
enthusiasm! Lucas L & Judd C.

CRICKET!!
Congratulations on the 2 cricket teams that attended Summer School Sports on the 6th
of October. Sadly, only 1 of the 2 made it through to Division but both teams gave it a
100% effort. The rules were a bit different to normal cricket. If
you hit a six over the bowler, it counted as twelve. Team 1,
which had Ollie D, Ollie W, Mason E, Kade L, Leo G, Cooper B,
Quinn H, Tom H, Adam L and Nate S, went undefeated with
their lowest winning margin 57 and their highest being 200.
Team 2, which had Sam R, Josh G, James B, Lucas B, Sofia B,
Maisy M, Isabel H, Amy G, and Maddy G, had some highlights
too. Josh G, hit 55 in 2 innings which is insane. Sam hit 50 in 2
innings. Lucas hit a 24 in 2 bowls against the Tecoma 1 team.
The Tecoma 2 team got 1 win for 4 games which is a decent effort for the bowlers we
played against. Good luck to the Tecoma #1 team at the Divisional level.

Ollie W and Leo G.

SUPER SOFTBALL!!
The bumpy bus ride filled us with excitement as we all were cheering for a great day, representing
Tecoma at the Grade 5/6 Interschool for Softball. The humid air swarmed through our faces, as we
sat on the bench waiting for our turn to bat. The other team sent the ball high flying, as they all
ran to home base. Finally, it was my turn to bat, the last match, the last bat. The pitcher threw
the ball, I missed. “Strike one!” The umpire shouted. The pitcher had another go and pitched a
rapid fire throw that went so close to my face, I could feel
the air waves against my face. “Strike two!” He yelled
again. This whole match was depending on my turn as I
was the last batter. I had to hit the ball correctly, in order
to get all my teammates on bases, home. I breathed in.
The ball crawled out of his hand, in my eye’s in slow
motion, and I batted it. It flew in the air, and I felt like it
could have been seen from the moon. Okay, maybe I’m
overreacting about how high it went, but I was happy, I
even got two people a home run!
Later on that day, we all stood under the gazebo, and they
were announcing the winners of softball, and the teams
who would get into the Division round. “Belgrave South
Primary School” my shoulders dropped in disappointment. “ And…..’’ the long pause kept me hopeful….
Tecoma Primary School!!”Joy filled the air as our team
celebrated with hugs and high fives. What an awesome
day, I can’t wait for Division on the 19th of October.
Griff W. 6F

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

Jasper M

For working very hard on his writing and demonstrating very clever ideas in his
writer’s notebook. Jasper even made dotted thirds lines to write on!

Prep P

Hudson O

For working confidently with some of the Mathematics concepts, particularly
recognising many numbers and enjoying the topic of seeing patterns and creating
our own patterns.

1V

Oliver S

Ollie, you should be so proud of how well you can continue learning, and not be
affected by small things that might otherwise distract you. You reset yourself and
get back on task without a fuss. You’ve got this Ollie, great work!

1W

Myla C

Myla, you have come so far with your reading this year! You have graduated from
the Reading Room and pushed through with achieving your goal. Keep up the
wonderful positive attitude Myla!

2L

Ben J

During our Respectful Relationships activity on Tuesday, Ben was an integral part
of the 2L team giving suggestions to team mates on how best to tackle the
Thread the Hoop challenge. Awesome teamwork Ben.

2R

Luca M

For the mature and thoughtful way you participated in our cooperation lesson.
You encouraged and supported others while they were trying to move through
the hula hoop, and worked at your personal best when it was your turn.
Excellent effort Luca!

2W

Amber M

I loved how much effort Amber put into her Maths homework last week. She
filled a whole page with counting patterns of different types. That is showing your
Personal Best. Great work Amber.

2W

Karah D

I loved how much effort Karah put into her Maths homework last week. She filled
a whole page with counting patterns of different types. That is showing your
Personal Best. Great work Karah.

3H

Stella B

Stella has been working super hard to earn ticks for respect as part of our schoolwide positive behaviour program. She has been listening carefully, working with
others and making sure to keep on top of our classroom jobs. Well done Stella,
you make our classroom a very respectful space!

3H

Hadley G

Hadley is always willing to help his classmates and look out for others. It was
wonderful to see him helping his classmates to complete a task this week and
remembering detailed instructions! Well done Hadley, the people you helped
really appreciated your effort.

3NP

Maxime R

For the effort you have put into planning and revising your narrative writing.
Maxime you have worked well to implement the different traits and take on
feedback. Well done!

3W

Amelia F

Well done on your gratitude journal entry last week, Millie. It was wonderful to
read about all of the positive interactions you had with your friends throughout
the week and the other things in your life that you are grateful for. Keep up the
great work!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

4B

Janelle D

Janelle was fantastic in our Science lesson about sustainability. She had so many
meaningful contributions to make and it was clear that the topic is important to
her. Janelle told us just how harmful plastic is to our oceans and even gave us
suggestions on how we could be more sustainable. We need more people like
you Janelle, well done!

5G

Kody K

Congratulations on settling into your new class and school so well. Kody, it has
been a pleasure to welcome you to 5G and it feels like you have always been a
member of our class. You should be so proud of your new friendships, your
committed work ethic and your positivity towards learning.

6G

Lulu S

Lulu’s kind and respectful nature is well admired by her classmates. She always
brings her beautiful beaming smile to class and can be relied upon to assist others
or help out in the classroom. You are a wonderful member of 6G Lulu!

6S

Josh M

Congratulations on running the Environment/Gardening Club for the first time
Josh. Your passion and commitment to your leadership role and our school
veggie patch and chickens is commendable. Great work.

Japanese

Danil S

Danil-kun successfully read a Katakana word using the Katakana chart and figured
out the meaning. Excellent work!!!

UNIFORM SHOP
HOURS...
Mondays:

9.00am—9.30am

Thursdays: 9.00am—9.30am
&

3.00pm—3.30pm
If you are unable to visit during these
times you can place your orders
through the Qkr! App.

Also, feel free to come in for second
hand uniform. Cash is preferred for
second hand items as this goes towards
our chook food and the vegetable
garden. Thank you.

