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DATES TO
REMEMBER:
SEPTEMBER
Thursday 15th
School Sleepover
Grade 2
Friday 16th
Footy Colours Day &
Special Lunch
Term Ends 2.30pm
No Assembly

OCTOBER
Monday 3rd
Term 4 Begins
9.00am
Tuesday 4th
Smile Squad Visit
Fluoride Varnish
Applications for
select students
Wednesday 5th
Smile Squad Visit
Fluoride Varnish
Applications for
select students
CERES Incursion
Grade 1 & 2

Thursday 6th
Summer Interschool
Sports - Grade 5 & 6

Principal : Rohan Thompson

15th September, 2022

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
STATE SCHOOLS SPECTACULAR
On Saturday, I was lucky enough to be able to attend the Victorian State
Schools Spectacular at John Cain Arena with many proud parents and
friends of the children from across the state.
Our 32 children, who were in the choir and dance and were simply brilliant.
The whole show was an amazing combination of incredible vocalists,
choreography and colour.
I would like to congratulate and thank the children and Sally Connell, Deb
Langford, Chelsey Robins and Kath Young for their dedication and time
they put into providing this opportunity for our children. There have been
countless hours of rehearsal and organisation, all of which they did happily
to ensure the children were part of the event on Saturday. Special mention
also to one of our parents Naomi Hobbs who assisted with the children on
Saturday.
Finally, thank you to the parents of the children who came along to support.
Some I know went to both shows, which were over 3 hours each, but I know
the children love having their parents and extended family come along to
support them.
For those who missed the show, Channel 7 run a viewing of this show in
December. When we know the exact date and time, we will let you know.
We participate in the State Schools Spectacular every second year, with the
alternate year being our production. Next year of course is production year.

TERM 3 HIGHLIGHTS
Aside from the wonderful teaching and learning that has occurred this term, there have been
numerous highlights and extension activities that we can reflect on this term:
These include:

Smoothie Incursion Grade 5 &6

Hoop time (Grade 3/4)

Grade 4 visits to the kinder

Division winter sports

National Tree Planting Day

Grade 1/2 excursion to Imax and the Aquarium

Prep Transition started

Division Girls Football

Prep excursion to Chesterfield Farm

Prep Fairy Tale Ball

Grade 5/6 Market Day

Pyjama Day/Values Celebration day

Father’s Day celebrations

District Athletics

100 days of school for Foundation students

Book Character Dress Up

Grade 3/4 Camp

Level 1/2 Science Day

VSSS performance (Saturday 10th September)

Year 3/4 Expo

Footy Colours Day Dress Up (Friday 16th September)
It certainly has been a busy term.

PUPIL FREE DAYS NEXT TERM AND THE BEGINNING OF 2023
As mentioned in our discussions through the newsletter that I would let parents know, I can now
advise you that we have 3 days next term to be utilised as pupil free days. These are the remaining
2 of the 4 curriculum days allocated per year and the term 4 Professional Practise Day (PPD) as
part of Victorian Government Schools Agreement.
The PPD has to be used for report writing purposes and we propose this to be Friday October 28.
This falls in line with our report writing timeline.
We have discussed long and hard the best use for the two pupil free days remaining in 2022. We
looked at the best purpose for these also fitting in with the calendar and also looking at next year's
calendar and what we have coming up.

We need to maximise our pupil free days in 2023 as it is our school review year and we may need to
allocate some of those days to the school review. Traditionally, we have started the year with 2
pupil free days to prepare for the start of the year. The start of the school year for staff next year is
Friday the 27th of January. This would be the first pupil free day for the 2023 school year. We
think it is best for the children to have a full week of learning the first week back. Therefore, the
children would start on Monday the 30th of January and have the full week of learning and settling
back into the routine of school. It then leaves us 3 pupil free days to allocate throughout 2023 with
some thought to using them around our school review.
To offset not having 2 days at the start of next year, we will use the remaining 2 days of this year
on the final 2 days of 2022. The finish to the school year is a strange one this year with staff and
students coming back for Monday and Tuesday the 19th and 20th of December. However, our
children will finish on Friday the 16th of December at 3:30pm with the Grade 6 farewell assembly
on the oval. Staff will then use the two days on Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th to finish off this
year and do early preparations for the 2023 school year.

Therefore, School Council approved on Tuesday night:
•
Professional Practise Day on Friday October 28
•
Pupil free day on Monday December 19
•
Pupil free day on Tuesday December 20
•
Pupil free day to start the year on Friday January 27, 2023.
GRADE 2 SLEEPOVER:
Tonight, as mentioned in the last newsletter, our Grade 2 children are having a sleepover at the
school. This is to prepare them for their first school camp next year, where they will be going to
Phillip Island.
My thanks to our staff who are once again spending time away from their families on a Thursday
night/Friday morning to give these children a chance to build their confidence away from a home
setting.
FOOTY COLOURS DAY
As is the case every year at this time, we are having a footy/
team colours day on the last day of term, where we
encourage everyone to wear the colours of their favourite
sporting team for a gold coin donation. All proceeds will go
towards State Schools' Relief which may cover the cost of
new school uniforms, shoes, books and more, to assist
families in need in Victoria. Weather permitting, we have
organised for the
children to have a tabloid footy day
followed by a footy parade. The parade will take place on the
top basketball court at 12.30pm.
LAST DAY OF TERM, FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 16
Following the Grade 2 sleepover tonight, tomorrow is the last day of term 3! I would like to
remind parents that students will be dismissed at 2:30pm.
The timetable for the final day of term (weather permitting) is as follows:
9:00am
10:00am
11:00am
11.30am
12.30pm
1.00pm
1:10pm
2:30pm

Classes as per normal
Senior Football Tabloid Sports
RECESS
Junior Football Tabloid Sports
Football Parade (weather permitting)
Footy Day Lunch
LUNCH PLAY
Dismissal

Students come in the colours of their favourite sporting team or favourite colour if they don’t have
a team.
Please bring along a gold coin donation. All proceeds will go towards State Schools' Relief which
may cover the cost of new school uniforms, shoes, books and more to assist families in need in
Victoria.
For those that ordered a footy lunch, they will be served at 12.00pm for Senior school and 1.00pm
for Junior school.
PLANNING FOR 2023
If your child/ren will not be at Tecoma PS in 2023, please send written notification to the office as
soon as possible. If you know of someone moving into our zone and are yet to apply for enrolment,
please encourage them to contact the office immediately.

SUNSMART
A reminder that as the UV levels increase at this time of year, we need to be SunSmart! The Cancer Council
recommend a combination of sun protection measures:

1. Slip on some sun-protective clothing that covers as much skin as possible.
2. Slop on broad spectrum, water resistant SPF30+ (or higher) sunscreen. Put it on 20
minutes before you go outdoors and every two hours afterwards. Sunscreen should
never be used to extend the time you spend in the sun.
3. Slap on a hat – broad brim or legionnaire style to protect your face, head, neck and
ears.
4. Seek shade.
5. Slide on some sunglasses – make sure they meet Australian Standards.
Our Sun Smart Policy specifies that all students must wear a sun smart hat whenever
they are outdoors at school. Please support our Sun Smart policy by providing a ‘sun
smart’ hat for your child. Hats are available for purchase at the uniform shop.
ALLERGIES
As we move into Spring anyone who suffers from seasonal allergies and hay fever will be feeling the affects of
pollen and other allergens. As the symptoms can be like colds/Flu/COVID it can be hard for our staff to know the
difference. We are advised that in this instance parents need to make sure that they consult with a GP or
pharmacist to work out how to best mange the symptoms. It is helpful to advise the office and class teacher about
any management program, otherwise it is likely the child will be sent home from school. Even though the
incidence of illness is now much lower than earlier in Term 3, we still have a duty of care to everyone in our
community. We are very keen to avoid exposure to illness for our students and staff.
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY
Due to the pupil free day on Monday, we did not hold an assembly this week however we handed out some
wonderful student of the week award certificates on Tuesday morning. Congratulations to all of our winners.
END OF TERM
As we are at the end of Term 3, it is a good time to reflect on the many learning experiences we have enjoyed so
far this term. The staff work in partnership with parents to provide the best possible opportunities for each child to
prosper and learn. It is only through supporting and encouraging our students that they can work towards their
personal best. I would like to thank the staff for their professionalism and focus towards our students; our primary
aim is to care for every individual and to provide a safe and supportive environment for them all.
We welcome the community using our facilities during the holiday break as it is great seeing children and families
being active and playing outdoors, however, if you see anyone acting suspiciously or inappropriately around the
school grounds, please contact the Belgrave Police Station on 9754 6677.
We look forward to seeing you all back at school on Monday 3rd October.
Have a great 2-week holiday period.
Rohan Thompson
Principal.

Market Day…
Throughout Term 3, the Grade 5s and 6s have been learning
how to set up, market and run their own small business. Two
weeks ago, this unit culminated with a whole school market
day. The weather smiled on us as the morning saw all of the
students setting up their stalls with banners and price lists,
with many students also finalising their products and trialling
their activities.
After recess, students from all grades across the school entered
the market, keen to purchase various items. Students enjoyed
drinking smoothies, eating cupcakes, playing a variety of
arcade type games as well as the various other experiences on
offer. Spending real money at real shops was such a valuable
life lesson for all. It was wonderful to see so many parents and
special visitors come to visit our market and gave it such a community feel.
After lunch, the Grade 5s and 6s enthusiastically counted their takings to see how
successful their stall was. I am pleased to announce that the Market Day was a success and
students in Grade 5s will be seeing a reduced cost by $20 to their Grade 6 jackets and the
Grade 6s a reduced cost by $20 to their Graduation. Thank you all for your support for a
wonderful day.

Any student or staff member who tests positive
to COVID-19 must now isolate for a minimum of
5 days instead of 7. If they are asymptomatic,
they may return to school on day 6. If they are
symptomatic, they must remain in isolation
until day 7. If they have symptoms after 7 days,
they are strongly advised to stay home until
their symptoms have resolved.
As an additional risk mitigation, the
Department of Health strongly recommends
that those leaving isolation wear a face mask
when away from home, both indoors and
outdoors, and when they cannot physically
distance. Those leaving isolation on day 6
should wear a mask for 5 days but particularly
the first 2 days. Those leaving isolation on day 7
should wear a mask for 4 days but particularly
the first 2 days.
Those leaving isolation should consider taking
a rapid antigen test before attending school.

UNIFORM SHOP
HOURS...
Mondays:

9.00am—9.30am

Thursdays: 9.00am—9.30am
&

3.00pm—3.30pm
If you are unable to visit during these
times you can place your orders
through the Qkr! App.

Also, feel free to come in for second
hand uniform. Cash is preferred for
second hand items as this goes towards
our chook food and the vegetable
garden. Thank you.

