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DATES TO
REMEMBER:
SEPTEMBER
Thursday 1st
District Athletics
Select Students
Friday 2nd
Fairytale Ball
Prep Classes
Monday 5th
MARKET DAY
Whole School
Run by the 5’s & 6’s
Thursday 8th
VSSS Rehearsal
Select Students
Friday 9th
VSSS Rehearsal
Select Students
Saturday 10th
VSSS 2 shows
1pm & 6.30pm
Tuesday 13th
FUN DAY
WHOLE SCHOOL
Wednesday 14th
Division Athletics
Select Students
Thursday 15th
School Sleepover
Grade 2

Friday 16th
Footy Colours Day &
Special Lunch
Term Ends 2.30pm

Principal : Rohan Thompson

1st September, 2022

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
PUPIL FREE DAY MONDAY SEPTEMBER 12
As mentioned earlier this week via COMPASS, the Department of
Education are recommending that schools schedule whole
School Professional Practice Days on the same day in 2022 and use these as
a pupil free day. We need to have one this term and one next term.
This has been put forward by the Department of Education as a result of
the scarcity of teaching staff to replace teachers throughout the state, due to
COVID and related issues.
In previous years, PP Days (4 per year) have been taken by staff in small
groups or individually and teachers were replaced, as there was staff
available to replace them. With such a shortage of replacement teachers,
this has not been able to happen this year. Hence, the department’s
recommendation to schools for all staff to have their PP Day on the same
day and for no students to attend school on that day.
Staff have discussed the best use of the day and Monday we sought
approval from School Council for the date of Monday September 12 to
be a pupil free day. I would like to thank our School Council. Dates later
than September 12 runs into events that are already pre planned for that
week and the term break, making Monday September 12 the best use of the
day for our staff.
Therefore, please put Monday September 12 in your calendar as a
pupil free day across the whole school.
We have some dates in Term 4 to advise you of one more Professional
Practice day and 2 Curriculum Days. These will be locked in at our next
School Council meeting on Tuesday September 13. We will advise you of
those dates after that meeting.
CARPARK ON WET DAYS
A polite reminder to everyone regarding our carpark, especially on wet
days. The “drop and go zone” is just that……a drop and go zone in the
morning but in the afternoon, it is a “pick up and go” zone. Please don’t
park in it, waiting for your child. Keep circulating until you see your child
under the shelter.
Now what complicates it especially in the afternoon on a wet day (anyone
notice how often it rains right on 3:30pm?) is the number of cars trying to
get into our carpark. There is only a finite amount of cars that can get into
our carpark at one time. When this gets full, cars trying to get into a full
carpark block Burwood Hwy both ways and no one can move. It creates a
further stalemate.

We have made representation and suggestions to VicRoads about how that problem could be
alleviated. (It’s VicRoads and not the council as it’s a highway). This has fallen on deaf ears due to
regulations, which is unfortunate.
To be honest, the best and I would dare say, quickest way to get your children on a wet day to avoid
this congestion is to find a park in the surrounding area.
Grab your brolly and walk in to collect them. You will be far quicker than getting caught in the
congestion trying to get in and out of our carpark.
SPRINGTIME BECKONS
As I mentioned at assembly on Monday, from today, Thursday 1st September all students will need
to be wearing a sun smart hat as we once again enter the period of higher UV levels. Even though
the weather can be still cold on some days the UV levels can still be damaging so all children must
adhere to the school policy.
While I’m always encouraging children to spend more time outside, exposure to sunlight is the
main cause of melanoma and a cause of skin cancer. Acknowledging that Australia has the world’s
highest incidence of melanoma our School Council policy is for students to be Sunsmart from the
start of spring. As a Sunsmart school we expect our students to wear a hat between September 1st
and April 30th each year; having reminded children to dust off their Sunsmart school hats so they
are ready to be worn from today onwards to protect against UV and the sun. So please remind them
to slap on a hat!
BOOK WEEK DRESS UP DAY LAST FRIDAY
Each year, Book Week brings children and books together to celebrate authors and illustrators.
This year’s theme was ‘Dreaming with eyes open’ and as part of the celebrations last Friday, all
children were invited to come to school dressed as their favourite book character.
Well, weren’t they amazing! The children and staff went to an amazing effort to be involved………it
was just fantastic to be able to organise this event with some certainty after the last few years of
disruption.
We had our parade at 10:30am on the top basketball court, where students were able to show which
book or character meant the most to them.
Thank you everyone for going to all the effort to be involved and thank you to Ms. Swan and the
Junior School Council for organising it with the gold coin donation to raise $252.00 for the
Indigenous Literacy Foundation!

FIRE DRILL
As part of the school’s Emergency Management Plan, today we conducted an emergency training
drill. This was done to prepare our school in case of bushfire. Today the assumption was there
was a bushfire and we needed to get to our shelter in place which is our school hall.
As we prepare for the bushfire season ahead (hard to imagine with the weather we have been
having), we will publish an abbreviated version of our fire plan in a future newsletter.
Older students know the sound of our evacuation bell which is distinctly different to our normal
school bell. It’s important that the children and staff are well rehearsed should a real life
situation occur.
We thank the students for their calm and sensible approach to this important emergency
management procedure and appreciate the tone set by our teachers in approaching the drill.
SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR REINFORCEMENT
Our children are kicking goals! The number of children coming in an orderly way to our office to
hand over their token (for exhibiting 10 displays of our school values) to Mrs Double and myself in
exchange for a ping pong ball has been extraordinary.
Not only has the whole cohort qualified for a fun day this term with the emphasis being on
teamwork and the Resilience Projects GEM philosophy (Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness), but
they also qualified for a pyjama day………so why not combine them!
You will see Mrs Faul’s flier that has gone into this week’s newsletter. This positive reinforcement
is having a massive impact. Yes, we still have work to do, especially coming out of COVID and 2
years of lockdown but I want to congratulate our children and staff for the way this is being
embraced. Just today, groups of children came up asking for a bag to look after our yard. Others
were working in our veggie patch, others joined in lunchtime clubs and others were being buddies
in our yard with our Preps. One child had a fall, 6 friends escorted him to the sick bay in support.
We have some wonderful children who are embracing looking after each other. It is fantastic to
see that “courtesy is catching!”

STATE SCHOOLS SPECTACULAR
Final preparations are now in place for our 35 children to participate in the State Schools
Spectacular to be held at John Cain arena on Saturday September 10.
Coordinated by our Performing Arts Coordinator, Mrs Sally Connell, and our Grade 2 teacher,
Mrs Deb Langford, our children have been preparing pretty much since the start of the year. In
previous years, it has been a wonderful event to attend, is recorded by Channel 7 and played at
some point in December.
Mrs Connell is at a wedding on that Saturday but I would like to thank her for her organisation
and Mrs Deb Langford, Miss Chelsey Robins and Mrs Kath Young who are giving up their
Saturday to support the children.
Tickets are still available for families wanting to see the whole ‘spectacular’ performance at John
Cain arena. https://premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/show.aspx?sh=STATESCH22

GRADE 2 SLEEPOVER
An introductory feature of our school camping program is the Grade 2 sleepover. On Thursday
September 15, our Grade 2 children are having a sleepover at school. For some children, this will be
the first chance for a sleepover and the first night away from home. This is a toe in the water for
them in preparation for the Grade 3/4 camp next year to Phillip Island. My thanks to our staff who
are once again spending time away from their families on a Thursday night/Friday morning to give
these children a chance to build their confidence away from a home setting.
LAST DAY OF TERM - FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 16
Following the Grade 2 sleepover the night before, Friday 16 th September is the last day of Term 3.
I would like to remind parents that students will be dismissed at 2:30pm.
The timetable for the final day of term (weather permitting) is as follows:
9:00am
Classes as per normal
10:00am
Senior Football Tabloid Sports
11:00am
RECESS
11.30am
Junior Football Tabloid Sports
12.30pm
Football Parade (weather permitting)
1.00pm
Footy Day Lunch
1:10pm
LUNCH PLAY
2:30pm
Dismissal
Students come in the colours of their favourite sporting team or their school house colour if they
don’t have a team. Anyone dressed in red and black can apply for the Essendon coaching position,
on the team playing list or even be on the board! CEO is not even out of the equation!
Please bring along a gold coin donation. All proceeds will go towards State Schools' Relief which
may cover the cost of new school uniforms, shoes, books and more to assist families in need in
Victoria. For those that ordered a footy lunch, they will be served at 12.00pm for Prep-2 and
1.00pm for Grades 3-6.
PLANNING WEEK
Next week is planning week where the teachers meet in teams to plan for Term 4. It is amazing to
find that we are so close to the end of the year. Term 4 is very important and teachers will be
organising revision of concepts covered to make sure that they have been clearly understood and
organising the next level of work to be presented to the students. Our whole school focus is
Sustainability.
PLANNING FOR 2023
If your child/ren will not be at Tecoma PS in 2023, please send written notification to the office as
soon as possible. If you know of someone moving into our zone and are yet to apply for enrolment,
please encourage them to contact the office immediately.
NATIONAL e-SMART WEEK 5-11 SEPTEMBER
National eSmart Week is an initiative developed by the Alannah
& Madeline Foundation in partnership with the Telstra
Foundation. The eSmart Schools program was developed in
response to schools’ expressed need for a positive and evidenceinformed framework to address issues of cyber bullying and cyber safety. More than 2,300 schools
across Australia are currently participating in the eSmart Schools program.
As 21st Century learners, the web is part of our students’ lives and provides a great place to learn,
be creative, stay connected and share their learning. However, there are risks. Research shows
that one in five young Australians have been cyber bullied and there are many other challenges
young people face online. It is therefore vital that our students, staff and community are well
supported to be smart, safe and responsible users of technology.
Tecoma Primary School achieved eSmart status in 2016. The use of technology and online tools
continues to provide amazing opportunities for our students. To support this, cyber safety is taught

explicitly as a key component of our curriculum.
The link below is a very useful resource for parents. I encourage you to have a look and keep this
link handy as a resource.
https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/
FATHER’S DAY
Wishing all of our fathers, grandfathers and carers a wonderful Father’s Day on Sunday. We hope
you like what the children have made for you.
I came across this article by Michael Grose (parent educator) relating to dads and how Father’s Day
may give an opportunity to reflect on how to approach this special role.
1. Play to your strengths
Men generally parent differently to women, based on their biology. Fathers often parent in a more
active or action-oriented way than mothers so games, play and physical activity become important
parts of a man’s parenting repertoire. Your partner may not always appreciate your more active
approach, particularly if you play with kids just before bedtime then leave it to her to calm them
down.
Practical advice: Be yourself, but be smart about it!
2. Lighten up – don’t take yourself too seriously
It’s easy to get caught up in your own importance, taking yourself and your work too seriously. For
many men a bad day at work translates into poor or, at best, distracted experiences when they’re
with their families. Consider putting a strategy in place, such as exercise, that will help you leave
work and the moods it engenders behind.
Practical advice: Be present in mind as well as in body when you’re with your kids.
3. Have something in common with each child
It would be wonderful to say that you can always connect with your kids, but family life is not that
straightforward. There’ll always be a child who we struggle to connect with or a developmental
stage during which a child seems alien to us. In these cases and times it helps if you share a
common interest (such as a love of sport or music) with a child so that you always have something
that will bring you together, even though you may not always see eye to eye.
Practical advice: Be prepared to take an interest in your child’s interests.
4. Take it easy on your son
Many dads are tough on their boys and have expectations way above their son’s interest and ability
levels. It helps to remember that it takes a little longer for a boy to mature. Resist the temptation
to turn every game and every joint activity into a lesson and avoid giving advice when all your son
wants is some understanding.
Practical advice: See the boy as he is now, not the future man, when you spend time with him.
5. Enjoy the outdoors with your daughter
The biological nature of fathering causes most men to be very protective of their daughters. But
that doesn’t mean you should put your daughter on a pedestal and treat her like a little princess.
Expect a lot from her. Play with her, and get her outside into nature as it will do wonders for her
confidence levels.
Practical advice: Enjoy spending time with your daughters on a daily basis.
6. Be ready for kids to knock you off your pedestal
Most children in the pre-school and middle- to late-primary school years look up to their dads. “My
dad is better/bigger than your dad” is a type of mantra that’s familiar to many parents. Make the
most of it as this Superman Syndrome doesn’t last. Young children soon become adolescents and
will go to great lengths to prove that you’re Clarke Kent after all. Expect that they will stop laughing at your jokes, raise an eyebrow at your well-intentioned advice and even stop being friendly to
you in public. Ouch! It can be hurtful to a man who just wants to be the best dad he can be.
Practical advice: See number 2 above: don’t take yourself too seriously.
7. Give your kids a compass and a map
One day your children will become independent of you. Don’t worry! You won’t be irrelevant, just
redundant in a practical and managerial sense. There are two things you can do to help your kids

safely navigate the world when you’re not around. First, help them develop a set of positive values
including integrity, honesty and respect that will act as their moral compass when they have difficult decisions to make. Second, reveal your personal story over time as this narrative will become a
personal map that will reassure them when life gets tough. It’s good to know that they are not in
uncharted territory when they finally strike out on their own.
Practical advice: Tell kids your story – don’t make them guess it or learn it from someone else.
Father’s Day is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the contribution that men make to the lives of
their children. It’s a very personal reflection as each man’s experience of fathering is as unique as
the children they are raising. I invite you to reflect on your own fathering as well as the contribution that fathers – whether your own dad or someone else’s – have made to your own life.”
Enjoy your special day!
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY
We managed to get outside and hold our assembly before the weather turned foul Monday
afternoon:
•
We handed out some wonderful awards for student of the week
•
We thanked everyone for going to such a great effort for book character day
•
Wished our District athletes well for their competition being held today
See you around the school!
Rohan Thompson

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

Ocean L

In our Maths session this week, Ocean showed great attention to detail when
compiling her data and entering it onto her bar graph. She coloured in the bars
neatly and answered all the follow-up questions, by referring back to her graph.
Superb effort Ocean!

Prep P

Zoe R

For making leaps and bounds in her reading confidence and fluency since she has
come back from Canada. WAY TO GO Zoe!!!

Prep Y

Natalie E

Natalie, it is wonderful to see you back at school after being hit by a few nasty
bugs! You have re-entered the classroom with your bright big smile, and a
continued enthusiasm to learn.

1V

Bonnie H

For your wonderful story about Geoff the Octopus. You worked hard to include
interesting words such as ‘embarrassed’, and you also showed how you have
mastered the correct use of capital letters and full stops! I love how you used
capital letters to emphasise a word too, it made for interesting reading!
Excellent job Bonnie!

1W

Calvin W

Calvin, you are truly a walking encyclopedia! Your wealth of knowledge on our
Integrated topic ‘Under the Sea’ is just magnificent. I’m so amazed by the amount
of knowledge that you have been sharing with us over these past few weeks.
You are a true scientist!

1W

Myla C

Myla, you work extremely hard in every Maths topic that we cover. You put up
your hand to share your thinking, and this shows when you come up and
demonstrate subtraction equations on the board. Keep up the hard work Myla!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

2L

Savannah M

Savy has worked extremely hard to understand vertical subtraction without
trading. This week she has not only nailed it, but she has successfully tackled
vertical subtraction using 4 digit numbers. Super proud of your efforts Savy.

2W

Isaac W

Isaac is a true gentleman. He is always so respectful to others by being helpful and
kind. He does little things like holding the door open for others and offering to
include people in group work. Mrs Graham also noted this when she was in our
grade. These do not go unnoticed Isaac and are something of which you should
be very proud. Well done champ.

3H

Noah I

Noah worked very hard on his spelling task in literacy rotations this week. He
followed the instructions, helped others by reading the task out to his group and
worked efficiently. Well done Noah, keep up the great work!

3NP

Lachlan F

Lachlan, you consistently show respect to all of your classmates and teachers. You
set a great example for others and exemplify this school value. Well done Lachlan,
keep up the fantastic work.

3W

Ava H

Ava has made some fantastic improvements in her knowledge of multiplication
and division through our Ninja Masters Program. She has achieved all of her
times table belts and is now flying through the division belts. It's amazing to see
how far you have come from the beginning of the year Ava! Well done Ninja!!!

4B

Sunny P

Sunny is always an extremely respectful member of our class. He helps others
without them having to ask and displays great integrity at all times. Keep up the
fantastic work, Sunny!

4D

Jepi S

Congratulations Jepi on achieving your pen license. He has taken on feedback
and continually worked to perfect his handwriting skills. I’m impressed with Jepi’s
level of motivation, perseverance and determination to work so diligently on his
penmanship. Well done Jepi. Keep up the awesome effort.

4R

Emma M

Emma is my tech whiz. She amazes me each week with her digital technology
skills. Thank you for showing me how to use a laser pointer with a touch of a
button and always offering to help your classmates with any tech issue. You’re a
wealth of knowledge Emma!

5U

Mason B

For working hard to ensure your group is prepared for your Lolly Taco stall on
Market Day. You looked over the shopping lists a number of times to make sure
the group hadn’t forgotten anything and that you were still in budget, searching
cheaper alternatives of some items in order to get the most out of your money. I
am looking forward to seeing the Lolly Taco stall in action Mason, well done!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

6F

Cleo J

Cleo is a quiet achiever in our classroom. She has demonstrated personal best to
make sure that all things Market Day have been successful for her group,
making the tough calls when necessary. She has shown resilience when dealing
with social issues, demonstrating GEM characteristics, she has respected those
around her and has been creative in all she has done. Well done Cleo!

6G

Maisy M

It has been lovely to see Maisy’s confidence develop over the course of this
year. She is able to lead discussions in the class, present speeches as part of our
Public Speaking program and even speak confidently in front of the assembly.
You are a magnificent leader Maisy. Well done!

6S

Ella M

Ella, I am always impressed with your respectful and well-mannered behaviour.
You are kind and polite and can always be relied on to showcase this school
value. Well done!

Japanese

Callum H

Callum worked on his Japanese poster project independently and demonstrated
his excellent application skills on constructing sentences. Fantastic work!

Japanese

Ruby T

Ruby worked on her Japanese poster demonstrating her creativity, designing it
with a lot of colourful visual elements to capture the viewer's interest.
Excellent work!

Market Day is getting closer! Our Grade 5 & 6 students have been working
hard to complete some advertising for their various stalls, so keep a lookout
when you are on the school grounds!
We are on track for our big day on Monday 5th September. It will run in the middle block of
school (11:30-1.00pm approximately) and all the students are invited!
It is a great opportunity for the younger students to practise their maths skills with money.
We would also love to have our parents & wider community present, so if you are available
and would like to see what the students have been working so hard towards, please come
and visit!

The stalls include a wide variety of products, services,
food and entertainment - something for everyone!
It will be huge, with 30 stalls across the school.
We are looking forward to seeing you there,
The Grade 5 & 6 students and teachers

Regional Girls AFL
This year we have been lucky enough to have a girls interschool AFL competition!
On August 8, an amazing team of Year 5 and 6 girls ventured to Kings Park to participate in
the regional competition. This was a big day for the team, many of whom had played a
gripping final for their local domestic teams the day before. The team did an amazing job
coming together and supporting each other, persisting with every match until the very
end. It was a great competition, with all teams in our pool winning at least one game each.
As we see the AFLW competition continue to grow across the country, it has been
fabulous to be able to mirror this within our community, providing opportunities for all of
our students to actively participate in a range of sports. A huge thank you to Ms. Rowland
for her coaching expertise, Mrs. Cumming for coordinating this event, our parents who
helped with transport and supported our team on the day, as well as our Year 6 volunteers
who came along to be goal umpires. Awesome effort!

UNIFORM SHOP
HOURS...
Mondays:

9.00am—9.30am

Thursdays: 9.00am—9.30am
&

3.00pm—3.30pm
If you are unable to visit during these
times you can place your orders
through the Qkr! App.

Also, feel free to come in for second
hand uniform. Cash is preferred for
second hand items as this goes towards
our chook food and the vegetable
garden. Thank you.

