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DATES TO 
REMEMBER: 

 
AUGUST 

 
Wednesday 17th 

VSSS Choir 
Rehearsal 

Select Students only 
 

Step Into Prep 2023 
Storytime. 

 
Thursday 18th 

Kinder Visit 
Grade 4 

 
Wednesday 24th 
Chesterfield Farm 

Prep Excursion 

 
Friday 26th 
Book Week 

Character Day 
 

Wednesday 31st 
Step Into Prep 2023 
Physical Education 

THE 2022 PARENT OPINION SURVEY 

The Parent Opinion Survey is issued annually by the Department of        

Education and Training and is conducted amongst a sample of randomly 

selected parents at every school in Victoria. This year, 150 of our families 

will be invited to participate.  All responses to the survey are anonymous. 

The survey helps our school gain an understanding of how you view our 

school climate, student engagement and the teaching and learning           

programs. Our school will use the results to inform school planning and    

improvement strategies.  

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, 

and can be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on 

desktop computers, laptops, tablets, or smartphones. The online survey will 

be available in a range of languages other than English. The survey is open 

from Monday 11th August to Friday 16th September. If you are selected to 

participate in the survey, please provide open and honest feedback and 

above all, please ensure that you do respond to the survey as we very much 

value your input. Results will be sent back to our school at the end of     

September.  

 

COMPASS ABSENCE NOTES:  

Usually we would proclaim ‘it’s not okay to be away’ as we value and make 

the most of the minutes in each school day … but we are living in              

extraordinary times. Whilst it is important to state the importance of       

students attending school each day when they are healthy, there have been 

many communications sent home to families over the past two years       

outlining the importance of staff and students staying home when unwell. 

Along with the shared responsibility of keeping illness out of the school, we 

remind parents of the legal responsibility to inform us when your child/ren 

are not attending. Compass provides an easy option to quickly add an      

attendance note (eg. ‘Parent Choice’) to communicate absence and assist us 

in our duty of care. 

 

CONTACT NUMBERS and SIGNING IN 

We need to remind parents that we need families to update mobile phone 

numbers in preparation for the bushfire season. If your circumstances have 

changed since last year, either with your address or your mobile phone 

number, can you please advise the office. 

One of the features of our school is the welcoming of parent participation,  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 



whether it be parents helping out in classrooms for reading, helping with cooking or even 

celebration days.  

We need to remind parents that it is vital that you do sign in and out of the office, even if it is just 

for dropping lunches off. Due to being in a bushfire prone zone, we need an accurate record of who 

is and isn’t in our school at all times should we need to evacuate to the hall. It is an occupational 

health and safety issue that we must adhere to. Thank you for your support. 

 

CELEBRATING BOOK WEEK– FRIDAY 26TH AUGUST 

A friendly reminder that we are celebrating Book Week on Friday August 26. The dress up is in the 

form of dressing up in your favourite character. Weather permitting will have a whole school 

parade at 10.30am to see what appeals to the children in their books. 

A compass note went out to all families this week advising you of the dress up day on Friday 26 

August and there will be a gold coin donation, with proceeds going to indigenous literacy 

foundation. 

GRADE 3/4 CAMP 

My thanks to our Grade 3/4 team for their time and effort in organizing the camp to Forest Edge 

camp at Neerim East. We asked for good weather and by and large, we got through unaffected. 

The children from the reports had a wonderful time despite the winter bugs that found their way 

onto camp. Camps can only happen via people giving up their personal time. My thanks to all that 

went including our fantastic children who had a go at all the challenges that camp threw at them. 

Camps are a wonderful opportunity for the children to grow in their self esteem, their                

independence and their relationships with their peers.  



I’m sure there were some tired children on the weekend but some wonderful stories that were 

shared. My thanks to staff Laura Rawnsley, Tahlia Bye, Liam Wright, Deb Langford, Shelley 

Smith, Hayley Ward, Rita Senior, Megan Wilson, Sian Hubert and Di Double and to our parent 

helpers Steve Gray, Natalie Trsek, Amelia Pollock, Ron Schaap and Kate Vernon for attending.  

 

“I liked ziplining because I liked pretending I could fly.”  Diego M 3/NP 

 

“I liked the crate climbing because it was fun and hard.”  James R 3H 

 

“Forest Edge was fun and exciting. My favourite activities were the flying fox and the 

crate climb, especially the part where all the crates fall and you’re hanging in the air!   

I liked shooting arrows in the archery contest.”   Ned O 3W 

 

“When I got to camp I was so happy, I nearly got 10 in crate climb. My favourite part of 

camp was cabins because I had all my friends with me”.   Samuel Barnes 4B 

 

“I have been camping many times before but nothing compare to Forest Edge.         

From  archery, to cabins, to camp cooking, it was phenomenal!”  Bessie C 4R  

 

“My favourite activity was the damper making because it tasted so good and the fire 

was amazing”          James Dell 4D 

 

 

 



PREP 2023 TRANSITION PROGRAM and NEXT YEAR 

Yesterday, from 9.10-10.00 am, we started our 2023 prep transition program in the big group. We 

have 60 prep children enrolled for prep in 2023.  

The children were absolutely fantastic yesterday, settling into the bigger groups for the 50-minute 

session. The next session will be on Wednesday August 31 from 9:10am to 10:00am. 

As mentioned last newsletter, we did our first-class structure for 2023 based on 430 children. If you 

won’t be or you think it is unlikely your child/ren will be at Tecoma next year, can you please let us 

know. We can then take that into account when we look at our numbers. 

 

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY 

There was no assembly due to the icy winds and predicted rains. 

 

Instead at the office, we handed out some wonderful awards for student of the week. 

 

See you around the school! 

Rohan Thompson 

 

Principal 

 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Mana M Mana, well done on your personal best effort in writing this week! You tried really 
hard to remain on task and constructed a detailed sentence describing the 

problem in our narrative story. You are well on track to achieving your personal 
goal. Well done! 

Prep Y Harvey S Harvey, congratulations on your personal best achievement in writing this week, 
when you wrote a detailed sentence about what the problem was in our focus 

story! 
1V Dash N For your exceptional use of good addition strategies including mental 

computations, using ten friends and the compensation strategy to add equations 
with 6 addends of double digits! Amazing work Dash! 

1W Billy G Billy, you’re always ‘thinking outside the box’. You come up with very interesting 
and creative ideas for your stories. I really enjoy reading them and love that you 

go above and beyond with all of your tasks. Keep up the hard work Billy! 

1W Fiona B WOW Fiona, you were amazing during our ‘Integrated’ session this week. Our 
focus was learning about the Ocean Zones and you knew exactly what the 

Sunlight Zone was and what animals/plants live there. I was so impressed with 
your knowledge about the different zones. You’re an inquisitive scientist!  

2L Dylan H For being a fabulous and switched on Scientist. It was amazing to listen to Dylan’s 
hypothesis, his detailed explanation of what happened during his experiment and 
he made wonderful connections with his prior learning. Congratulations Dylan. 

Keep up the fantastic work.  

2R Charlie L For the wonderfully creative poster you designed showing everyone how to look 
after the planet. You included lots of colourful illustrations and helpful 

information for what we should do.   Well done Charlie! 

3H Zahra P Zahra gave everything a go at camp and wowed us all with her efforts in archery! 
She listened to the instructions, set herself up in the correct archery stance and 

won the competition! Well done Zahra! 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK  



 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK  

GRADE NAME REASON 

3NP Tahlia B On camp, Tahlia was in my activity group and I was absolutely blown away by her 
attitude towards everything we did. She happily had a go at all activities and 

respectfully listened to her teachers and peers. On the low ropes course, Tahlia 
wasn't worried when she fell, she just jumped back up and had another go. What 

amazing resilience! Great work Tahlia.  

3W Georgia W I was very lucky to have Georgia in my activity group for the Forest Edge camp last 
week as she exemplified all of our school's values! She listened respectfully to 
instructions and gave every activity her best effort. Georgia also showed her 
resilience and creativity during '9 Square in the Air', adjusting her tactics and 

technique when she lost a point. I hope you enjoyed the camp as much as I did 
Georgia! Well done!!! 

4B Harriet L Harriet was an absolute superstar on school camp. She constantly displayed all of 
our school values and gave everything her personal best effort. Some of the 

activities were very tricky but she was determined to give everything a go. Harriet 
made sure to encourage the rest of her team and it was a pleasure having her in my 

group. Well done Harriet!  

4D Briten A For working hard on his social and emotional goal this term. Briten has and 
continues to make excellent choices about his learning. Thank you for all your 

efforts this term. Congratulations. Keep up the awesome effort! 

4R Millie V Millie, you should be so proud of all you achieved on camp. You pushed yourself, 
showed resilience and had a go at all activities. I was very impressed at how well you 

represented our class and was very lucky to have you in my group.                      
Well done Millie! 

5U Cailin N Cailin, you have impressed me this week! You have been showing your personal 
best in all areas of learning, confidently sharing your ideas during class discussions 

and taking on constructive feedback during our writing lessons. Keep this up Cailin! 

5U Amity M For writing a strong draft for your persuasive piece on Child Labour. Amity, you 
wrote this very creatively, including emotive language and anecdotes to support 

your point of view. I can’t wait to read it when it has been published.                  
Well done, Amity! 

6G Cooper R Cooper has been very focussed during our persuasive writing sessions and this is 
great to see.  He has explored the Palm Oil industry in detail and he should be super 

proud of his writing response.  Keep up this great effort Cooper. 

6G Ruby T Ruby should be very proud of the effort she has placed into our public speaking 
program.  She has banished her nerves and presented engaging impromptu and 

formal speeches.  Well done on your efforts Ruby, and keep it up! 

6S Sienna B Sienna, you are a hard-working, reliable and respectful member of 6S who 
consistently highlights the school values. Throughout the year you have made great 

improvements in all areas of your learning as you display your personal best. 
Congratulations and keep up the great work!    

Japanese  Maisy M Maisy-san achieved 100% accuracy on the task requiring her to read Hiragana and 
relate the sounds to the names of animals.  Excellent work! 

Japanese Marlie L Marlie-san demonstrated a great deal of persistence on the Pink Hiragana Belt 
challenge. Fantastic work! 



 

 

Market Day is getting closer! Our Grade 5 & 6 students have been working 

hard to complete some advertising for their various stalls, so keep a lookout 

when you are on the school grounds!  

We are on track for our big day on Monday 5th September. It will run in the middle block of 

school (11:30-1.00pm approximately) and all the students are invited!  

It is a great opportunity for the younger students to practise their maths skills with money. 

 We would also love to have our parents & wider community present, so if you are available 

and would like to see what the students have been working so hard towards, please come 

and visit!  

 

The stalls include a wide variety of products, services, 

food and entertainment - something for everyone!  

It will be huge, with 30 stalls across the school. 

We are looking forward to seeing you there, 

The Grade 5 & 6 students and teachers 

Book week will be celebrated on Friday 26 August.  

This year’s theme is ‘dreaming with eyes open’, or children can come dressed as 

their favourite book character.  

Students are asked to please bring a gold coin donation to dress up on the day, 

as Junior School Council are fundraising for the Indigenous Literacy         

Foundation.  







UNIFORM SHOP 

HOURS... 
Mondays: 9.00am—9.30am  

Thursdays: 9.00am—9.30am 
    & 

   3.00pm—3.30pm 

If you are unable to visit during these 
times you can place your orders 

through the Qkr! App.   

Also, feel free to come in for second 
hand uniform.  Cash is preferred for 

second hand items as this goes towards 
our chook food and the vegetable       

garden.   Thank you. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tecoma Preschool AGM 
 

7pm Monday 10th October 

2022 
 

@ Tecoma Primary School  

Year 1/2 Building 


