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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
DATES TO
REMEMBER:
APRIL
MONDAY 4th
Divisional Tennis
Select Students
Wednesday 6th
1000 Steps/RSL
Excursion Grade 6
and choir
Thursday 7th
End of Term 1
3.30pm finish
NO ASSEMBLY
SSSV Dancers
rehearsal
Friday 8th

PUPIL FREE DAY
Monday 25th
ANZAC DAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Tuesday 26th
TERM 2
Whole School
ANZAC Day Service
9:00am

THIS TERM IS COMING TO AN END
As this is the final newsletter of the term, I’d like to congratulate our whole school
community on making their way through the first fully completed term in two years
without interruptions, Circuit Breakers and Remote Learning! It's been a welcome
change from the past two years. We have just been so pleased that we've been able to
get some solid teaching and learning occurring as we slowly rebuild the stamina of the
children. The children are slowly rebuilding their connections with each other and you
can see the sheer delight and happiness in being back at school. We are noticing the
children, more than ever are needing assistance in negotiating social situations, both in
and outside the school yard and we will continue to support the children with this.
Talking to colleagues at other schools and from recent media coverage, this is statewide
and this will be an area to continue to focus on as our state comes out of 2 years in and
out of lockdown.
This term certainly hasn't been without its challenges. After coming out of the last two
years where we have been isolated from each other, it has been noticeable how
susceptible we have all become to the bugs that are an ever-present part of being a
member of the school community. We have had numerous daily cases where children
have had to isolate for a week and the school has been sending work home, dropping it
off in letterboxes to ensure that the children are not missing out totally from the work
being completed in the classroom.
While a few weeks back, there was a gastro bug affecting our children and staff, this
has moved to a more flu like chest infection. At present, we have 4 staff away with
COVID with others off with other ailments, some needing the intervention of hospital
to recover. In my 15 years in this role, I can’t remember a run like this. Yesterday we
had 8 staff away, the previous day 7 away. I want to thank our parent community and
the children for their understanding as they discover that their teachers are not robots
and do need to take the time to get well again.
I want to especially acknowledge our staff who have just banded together and supported
each other through this term. Some staff have arrived daily to find out which class they
are taking as it is changed overnight due to another positive COVID case coming in.
We have tried to keep the same teachers in the classes as much as possible to ensure
continuity and give the children the best possible education they can receive, taking into
account their teacher is not on site. The teachers within the teaching team have stepped
in to support relief teachers as they work with their new class.
I reported to School Council last week of the drastic shortage of teachers across the
state as the epidemic and other bugs have taken their toll on the teaching workforce,
leaving schools scrambling to find teachers to cover. I know at my daughter’s High
School, classes have had to be cancelled due to teacher shortages. That doesn't happen
in primary schools but as an absolute last resort, we will split the kids across classes.
As far as next term goes, at this point we have not been informed as to whether rapid
antigen tests kits will be supplied as they have been this term. We will let you know
about this when we know.

I’d like to thank everyone for their support in our move across to COMPASS as our new communication portal.
We have had some really positive feedback. It certainly has a lot more “toys” which we will be able to unveil to
you as we work our way throughout the year and get used to the whole portal itself.
It's been lovely to get back to running some of the programs that we have not been able to run over the past 2
years. Having the children participate in school camps, athletics days, swimming carnivals, excursions and having
so many families attend last week for the Preps/new families/buddies picnic was just wonderful. While we’ve had
to modify some of the events, at least we've been able to run them.
All I can do is thank everyone for their support and the hard work this term in giving our kids the best experience
they could. I'd encourage all of you to make the most of the 18 days (Pupil free day next Friday and ANZAC Day
Monday prior to returning) away from school and come back ready and re-charged for a great term 2.
PUPIL FREE DAY
School Council late last year approved Friday April 8 as a pupil free day. This is the last day of term 1.
No children are to attend school on that day and Out of School Hours Care will not be running on that day.
END OF TERM
Timetable for the last day of Term One, Thursday, April 7.
The timetable is as normal and will look as follows:
9.00am – 11.00am
Students in class
11.00am – 11.30am Recess
11.30am – 1.00pm
Students in class
1.00pm – 1.10pm
Students eat lunch in class
1.10pm – 2.00pm
Lunch play
2.00pm – 3.30pm
Students in class
3.30pm
Students dismissed.
RETURN TO SCHOOL
As mentioned above, term two begins on Tuesday April 26 at 9:00am with a whole school assembly that involves
the ANZAC Day service. Details further below.
PLANNING WEEK FOR TEACHERS
This week, all of our teaching staff are participating in a full day’s planning for Term 2. This ensures that all
teachers have time together in their grade level/specialist area over an extended period to plan and discuss their
program for next term. Time is spent developing differentiated planners, assessment tasks and excursions. Our
Specialists support these days by changing our specialist times for this week, as well as have their own planning
time. Where needed, classroom teachers are replaced by relief teachers who are familiar with the way our school
runs. It is a most productive time and sets everyone up for a smooth transition into the next term whilst working
towards our school goals and targets.
PARENT NETWORK
I want to thank and acknowledge our parent network for the work on Tuesday in giving the children their first
“Morning Munchies” for the year, that being a hot cross bun and some juice. The kids love being part of
something different.
Thank you also to our parent network for organising the Easter Raffle and for everyone who has donated. The
draw of the raffle tickets will be conducted on Tuesday, giving families the time to come and collect the winnings
over the next two days before we close the school on Thursday afternoon at 3:30pm.
EASTER RAFFLE
Please keep your Easter raffle donations coming in as well as trying to sell your 5 tickets that were sent home. The
cut off for the donations is this Monday, as our parent network will be gathering to put the hampers together.
Thank you for your support.
ANZAC DAY
For ANZAC Day, we will be conducting a whole school ANZAC Day assembly on Tuesday, April 26th from
9.00am - 9.30am. Our children will be leading this very important assembly as we recognise and learn about the
importance of ANZAC Day. We encourage community members to attend this special assembly. Any children or
community members that would like to lay a wreath or flowers at the base of our flagpole are invited to do so
during this service.
SHOPS ACROSS THE ROAD
While we are very lucky to have a shopping strip across the road that forms part of the Tecoma Village, I would
encourage families to also carefully monitor what the children are purchasing across the road. Increasingly
throughout the school, we are finding children with confectionery and junk food as part of the morning snack and

sometimes these are being eaten before school. It is certainly not advisable for children to be having sugar hits
prior to attending school. It's quite ironic this is happening at the same time that we have a free dental van service
in our school yard, which from all reports that I've had from families, are doing a wonderful job, and supporting
the children with their dental health.
Yes, we're selling icy poles on certain days but this is certainly no match for the amount of money being spent on
confectionery across the road.
At our whole school assembly last month, and also at our assembly on Monday, I spoke to the children about
healthy eating and also the fact that when the children arrive at school, some being dropped off at the drop off
bay, they are not to leave the school grounds and head over to the school crossing to reach the Bon-Ton and
purchase confectionery, etc. I'm also concerned about parents not knowing that their children are consuming
confectionery or are receiving it from others. It's a discussion to have around the dinner table as you debrief as a
family for the day.
2023 PREP ENROLMENTS
The last two weeks have been crazy with tours daily, sometimes two or three families at a time, expressing an
interest in enrolling at our school. We have already accepted enrolments for 2023 and remind parents of students
with siblings who will commence Prep next year to enrol as soon as possible.
If you know of any family or friends who may be interested in joining me for a tour, please encourage them to
contact our School Office as soon as possible to book an appointment.
DATE FOR YOUR CALENDAR
School photos are scheduled for Tuesday, May 17th. To look our best and show pride in our school, as in all
other days, students must wear their full school uniform for school photos.
LOST PROPERTY
At the moment we have a very large collection of unnamed, misplaced or lost articles of
clothing overflowing from our lost property shelves. These shelves sit at the east entrance to
our administration block, so please feel free to visit the school and browse through our
collection. Uniforms are not cheap to replace!
HEAD LICE
Head lice remain a frustrating issue for all schools. The holiday period is a good time to try and get on top of
them. There is lots of helpful information online about head lice. The following was taken from the Health
Department website: http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/






Head lice have been around for many thousands of years.
Anyone can get head lice.
Head lice are small, wingless, blood sucking insects. Their colour varies
from whitish-brown to reddish-brown. Head lice only survive on humans. If
isolated from the head, they die very quickly (usually within 24 hours).
People get head lice from direct hair to hair contact with another person who
has head lice. Head lice do not have wings or jumping legs so they cannot
fly or jump from head to head. They can only crawl.

When treating head lice you must ensure that you repeat the treatment after seven days. You should also ensure
that you continue to check your child’s hair after these two treatments just in case all eggs were not removed. If
everybody is diligent in treating any head lice thoroughly then we are likely to be able to minimise the problem.
We ask for your support with head lice infestations at the school and spending time during the school holidays,
ensuring there are no head lice in your child’s hair, is time well spent.
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE:

Handed out our “student of the week” awards

Reminded everyone about weekend achievements

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
I would like to wish all staff, students and families a wonderful holiday. It has been a great Term One at Tecoma
Primary School and we look forward to this continuing in Term Two.
We welcome the community using our facilities during the holiday break as it is great seeing children and
families being active and playing outdoors, however, if you see anyone acting suspiciously or inappropriately
around the school grounds please contact the Belgrave Police Station on 9754 6677 or the Emergency
Management area of the Department of Education and Training (DET) on 9589 6266.
We look forward to seeing you all back at school on Tuesday, 26th April.
Have a great 2-week break.
Rohan Thompson, Principal

We are very excited to announce that we
are now using Compass
The Compass Parent Portal allows you to access up-to-date information
about our school and your child. The Portal is accessible via the web and
also via the Compass School Manager App
(available via the App store on your device).
Within the Parent Portal are many different features including the ability to:

Add Attendance Notes

Communicate with your child’s teacher

View Semester Reports

Book Parent Teacher Conferences/Interviews

Give consent for school camps and excursions
Make school fee payments (this will be a feature to come)

View School News Items
Paying for Excursions, Camps/Incursions, Sporting Events






Portraits
We’ve been having lots of fun in the Art room exploring portraits.
The grades 5’s and 6’s have drawn themselves in Tim Burton style and have focussed on their use
of shading.
The grades 3’s and 4’s have been focussing on proportion and blending colours with their half-face
portraits.

Grades 1’s and 2’s made monochromatic portraits and selected one colour to use in their work.
And the Preps have drawn themselves in their very first Art lesson and they have created a
colourful background.
These are just some of the amazing works that have been displayed around the school.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

River C

For always listening and having a positive attitude towards your learning.
You are a superstar River!

Prep P

Alice D

For an excellent presentation of “All about Me”, which included a large diorama
and hand-drawn pictures of her extended family. Congratulations Alice!

Prep Y

Owen M

For always showing kindness and respect to your classmates and teacher.
Owen always tries his personal best and is an excellent role model to everyone
around him. Well done Owen - you should be very proud of yourself!

1V

Nicholas B

Nicholas always contributes great ideas and has an excellent attitude to all
learning tasks. When an activity is difficult, he still tries his best. He is also a kind
and responsible class member. Well done Nicholas!

1V

Audrey W

1V

Pippa P

Audrey works hard and listens carefully to instructions at all times.
She approaches every day with enthusiasm and a willingness to do her best.
Keep up the great effort Audrey!
Pippa consistently shows persistence and aims high with all learning tasks.
Thank you for being a kind and generous classmate Pippa!!

1W

Luca S

For always having a red hot go in every activity that we do in class! You’re always
such a polite and enthusiastic student and it is such a joy to have you in our class.
Keep up the excellent work that you are doing! You’re a wonderful role model
and we are so lucky to have you.

2L

Danil S

Danil planned and created a healthy dinner plate for his Rich Assessment Task of
our “Healthy Body, Healthy Mind” unit. He included grilled fish and a garden
salad. He was very creative with the materials he used and explained his work using
a photo and voice over recording. Amazing work Danil.

2R

Franqi C

Franqi is consistently polite to teachers and her peers. She listens attentively,
interacts with others in a positive manner and uses resources carefully.
Franqi it was a pleasure teaching you while I was in 2R this week!

3W

Scarlett C

Scarlett has wholeheartedly adopted our new Tecoma Primary School Values and
demonstrates positive behaviours on a daily basis. You are an upstanding member
of our community Scarlett! Well done!!!

4B

Lexi B

Lexi has been working very hard during our Writing sessions. She has written a
fantastic piece about how Neapolitan ice cream is the best flavour.
Lexi included lots of tricks of the trade and took on my feedback like a champ.
Keep up the fantastic work Lexi!

4D

Chloe A

For never failing to impress me with her attention to detail in all aspects of her
work. Chloe easily uses feedback to further improve her work. She asks questions
and contributes to discussions. Congratulations Chloe.
ANZAC DAY BADGES WILL BE FOR
SALE FROM THIS FRIDAY,
1st APRIL.
Junior School Council will be going to
class rooms with them.
Badges range from $1.00 to $10.00 each.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

4R

Raina G

Raina has BLOWN me away this week. She is ensuring she is putting her personal
best into all her learning, asking help when she needs it and meeting her goals.
She has also gone out of her way to help other students in the class,
demonstrating respect towards her peers and teacher. I really appreciate your
efforts Raina, what a great week you have had!

5G

Tahlia A

5G

Harry H

Tahlia’s Citrus Volcano experiment for the Science presentation was
meticulously planned and executed. She was able to talk about her variables and
form hypotheses as to why they might have worked or not worked in different
scenarios. Tahlia was prepared and ready to go for her presentation and
explained everything with confidence. We were all very impressed Tahlia!
Well done!
Harry and Daniel were well prepared for their science experiment. They had a
beautiful poster and Powerpoint and brought in all the prepared materials to
conduct their experiment. On top of that they had videos of their at home
attempts and were very clear in their explanations of the experiment. This was a
great team effort and both Harry and Daniel should be proud of themselves!

5G

Daniel W

Daniel and Harry were well prepared for their science experiment. They had a
beautiful poster and Powerpoint and brought in all the prepared materials to
conduct their experiment. On top of that they had videos of their at home
attempts and were very clear in their explanations of the experiment. This was a
great team effort and both Daniel and Harry should be proud of themselves!

5U

Neil B

For doing a great job presenting your science experiment to the whole Grade 5
cohort. Neil, you spoke with confidence to a large group despite it being a
nerve-wracking experience, you took it on with a calm approach.
Keep this up Neil!

5U

Austin L

For presenting your science presentation with such enthusiasm, knowledge and
creativity. Austin, you were very engaging in the way you spoke to your
audience and you projected your voice well. It was great to see how intrigued
the audience was with the Bouncy Egg Experiment. Great work Austin!

6G

Niam C

Niam, you have such a positive attitude towards your school work. I love how
you chose to work on your Media script during lunch, so you would be
prepared for filming. You are always respectful and kind towards others, this is
such a great quality to have. Be very proud of yourself!

Japanese

Hayley C

For her consistent effort in speaking Japanese and respectful manners
throughout the Japanese class. Very well done, Hayley-san!

Japanese

Isabel L

For creating her 'Manga (Japanese comic)' entirely in Japanese using all 3 types
of Japanese scripts (Kanji, Katakana & Hiragana). Fantastic effort, Isabel-san!

KEEP THE DONATIONS COMING IN!
RAFFLE TICKETS $2 each
MORE AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will
miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to
breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes.
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS

HOW TO APPLY

FUND (CSEF)

New applicants should contact the school office
to obtain a CSEF application form or download
from the website below.

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in
the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy
curriculum.
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and
refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting
activities for the benefit of your child.

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last
year, you do not need to complete an application form this year unless there has been a
change in your family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if
any of the following changes have occurred:
• new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools this year.
• changed family circumstances; such as a
change of custody, change of name, concession
card number, or new siblings commencing this
year.

The annual CSEF amount per student is:
• $125 for primary school students
• $225 for secondary school students

MORE INFORMATION
For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/c
sef.aspx

Check with the school office if you are unsure.

Congratulations

SSV Regional Swimming Championships
Congratulations to Mason E, Adam L, Leo G, Ollie W, Cailin N, Zoe G, Jessica P, Xanthe B,
Lorelei H, Sienna N, Holly P, Emma C, Mason B, Ollie O, Oscar G, Amelie G and Mani C-D who all
participated in the School Sports Victoria (SSV) Regional Swimming Carnival on Friday at
Aquanation Swimming Complex in Ringwood. All students participated to a high standard and
should be very proud of their achievements. We competed against both public and private schools
throughout the Eastern Metro Region, so the competition was tough and our students all gave
100%.
Well done team on a great effort.

OFFICE NEWS
Lost Property - There is lots of lost property again. We will put this out in the
Gazebo next week. Please make the time to come and have a look through it
all for anything that belongs to your child.
Easter Raffle - Thank you for the donations we have received so far—please
keep sending them in and don’t forget to buy tickets! There are more available at the office.
The Raffle will be drawn Tuesday 5th April.

ANZAC Day Badges - Badges will be for sale from this Friday, 1st April. with Junior School
Council going to the classrooms. Badges range from $1.00 to $10.00 each.
Morning Munchies - Thank you to our PFA for all their work organising this for the students.
Thanks to you for your orders, we raised $900!! A fabulous fundraising effort.
ABSENCES If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the school via School Stream,
email or phone ASAP that morning or before 10.30am on the day of their absence.
This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.
A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be sent to them within the required time
frames.
EARLY DEPARTURES Please avoid collecting your child during recess and the lunch break
(11.00am-11.30am and 1.10pm-2.00pm). When it is possible, please make appointments for your
child outside of school hours. We understand this is not always possible.
CSEF application forms are now available at the office for the Camp, Sports and Excursion Fund.
For more information and eligibility please refer to:
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund?Redirect=1

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS...
Mondays:

9.00am—9.30am only

Thursdays: 9.00am—9.30am &
3.00pm—3.30pm
Place your orders through the Qkr! App. Feel free to come in for second
hand uniform after you have checked in with the QR code. Only 2 adults
in the uniform shop at a time. Please wait in the corridor for your turn.
As our shop is run by parent volunteers, please be patient. Thank you.

