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OFFICE NEWS:
OFFICE OPEN:

Tuesday 25th January 9.30am to 3.00pm
Thursday 27th January 9.30am to 3.00pm

WORKING BEE:

Sunday January 30th from 4.30pm to 8.00pm
(We would love heaps of help!)

SCHOOL RETURN DATES 2022:
Grades 1 – 6
PREPS

Monday January 31st - 9.00am to 3.30pm
Tuesday February 1st - 9.30am to 1.00pm

Uniform Orders can be done via our QKR app over the holidays.
Please clearly name your child’s hats, jackets, drink bottles and lunch boxes.
Parent Contributions details for each grade on website
Change of details/phone numbers/address etc. – please make sure you let the office
know of any changes to your details over the break. It is very important we have
everything up to date during Fire Season.
Asthma/Anaphylaxis – please make sure that your child’s management plans are up to
date for 2022 and their Ventolin/Epi/Anna Pens are current at the start of 2022. Please
let office know ASAP if there are any changes to your child’s medical condition.
Out of School Hours Care: If you wish to use the service, please ensure you are
registered and filled out the relevant enrolment forms.
To all our Tecoma Families,
We wish you a happy, healthy Christmas, and
hope you all have a great break.

Thank you so much for all your support over
this trying year.
Karin, Anthea, Marnie, and Heather
The office gals.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - FINAL NEWSLETTER FOR 2021!
We made it!
I'm writing this newsletter on the second day of our grade 6 camp to Camp Coonawarra. There were
periods throughout this year where we really wondered how we were going to make it to the line and yet,
here we are!
I want to thank everyone for getting us to this point:

Our wonderful staff who had pivoted and turned, sometimes on an hours’ notice to do their absolute
best for the children under our tutelage.

Our children who have ridden the bumps along the way to do their best in the circumstance that they
have found themselves in. We are very aware they are going to need both academic and emotional
support moving forward.

Our parents, who have given us incredible support in helping us to deliver learning outcomes and
emotional support for their children.
It truly is a partnership here at Tecoma.
As you would be aware, we collectively decided that resilience will be a new school value in 2022. We will
be drawing on that resilience moving forward as we come out of this two year lockdown period into what
we can only hope is normality.
Have the best holiday you can possibly have. Relax, enjoy the freedoms we have at present, turn off the
devices and use this time as a family as this time is so precious. We have certainly learnt that over the past
2 years.

LAST DAY
As you would be aware, today is the last day of the school year for the children of Tecoma Primary School,
as tomorrow is a pupil free day.
There will be no final assembly today and the children will be dismissed from their classroom at 3:30pm
this afternoon.
There will be no before or after school hours care tomorrow.
GRADE 6 GRADUATION
To say that staging this year’s grade 6 graduation was difficult would be an understatement to say the least.
At last count, we had changed our plans seven times to accommodate the changes in how our state dealt
with the pandemic.
On Thursday, we were midstream into our rehearsal for that evenings graduation when I was informed that
some of our grade 6 students were categorised as a “Tier 1” exposure to COVID and must test and isolate
immediately. That obviously put an end to the graduation that night.
I can't thank our staff and parent community/children enough for their quick response in immediately all
going and getting tested so that we were able to hold our graduation on Sunday afternoon heading into the
evening which I know affected many Christmas plans/commitments that had already been made for Sunday
afternoon at this busiest time of year.
The aim all the way through has been to give the children the best possible graduation we could give them.
The quick response and understanding from everybody did give the children the best possible experience.
We streamed the night out to all grade 6 families (of course it wouldn’t have been 2021 without a hiccup!)
and the night was recorded for all families to keep.
They were able to have their final assembly on Monday morning with all the traditions of a grade 6
farewell before they hopped on the bus and are now spending the last four days of their time at Tecoma
Primary School, on the camp which unfortunately they missed out on earlier in the year because of a
lockdown.
The graduation allowed the children to demonstrate their enormous skills in public speaking as well as their
thoughtful reflections on their primary school journey and the opportunities that lie ahead. We did this in a
new format as we had 59 children graduating with next years moving into the 70’s and it is simply not
possible for each child to have done a full speech, as they have in the past.
Awards were given out on the evening to students selected as best exemplifying our school’s “School
Values.”

The Simon Zachariah Award is a perpetual award given out each year to the best ‘all round’ student. This
includes personal qualities as well as academic, artistic and sporting abilities.
This year, the award went to Sophie Watson. Congratulations Sophie on achieving this great honour.
Sophie now has her name engraved onto the Simon Zachariah Shield which stays in our school for years to
come and Sophie also receives her own award to keep as a memento of this occasion.
The School Values Awards went to:
Community – Ella Power
Personal Best – River White
Integrity – Chelsea Vine
Learning – Riley Lohman
Respect – Sadie Glew
Creativity – Abigail Wheatley
The Tecoma Goodwill award was awarded to Jas Dawes.
The Bendigo Bank Educational Scholarship award was given to Annie Bassiner.
I would like to thank our fantastic staff who put the night together with special mention to our grade 6 staff,
Mrs. Lisa Hoskins-Faul, Mrs. Monica Griffiths and Ms. Mel Rowland who held the reins very tightly in
organising the graduation, pivoting at every turn as we ran into another speedbump. It went beautifully
Lisa, Monica and Mel...thank you!
I wish all the year 6 children a very positive transition into their secondary education. You will all be sorely
missed and of course we look forward to you all visiting in future years to hear of your new ventures.
FAMILIES LEAVING TECOMA
A special mention to those families leaving Tecoma this year, often after a long association with the
school. Thank you to the following families for their friendship and valued contributions over the years:
Anderson (Lewis), Ballingall (Joshua), Bearup (Jasmine and Indiana), Bianchi (Lilly), Billing (Tristan),
Broadway (Mason and Billy), Castro (Javier), Culloty (Neassa), Dufour (Ronan), Faux (Tilly), Greensill
(CJ), Horkings (Bailey), Judges (Finley), Kaye (Lexie), King (Xavier), McDonald (Orla), O’Callaghan
(Alex), Ogden (Alexander), Palmer (Matilda), Peel (Neko), Piaser (Charli), Roche (Michael), Sampson
(Rylie), Sandham (Sienna), Schmidt (Imilla), Searle (Lucy), Seeber (Charles), Stark (Odin), Tingay
(Harry), Vatsaloo (Frankie and Ruby), Vincze (Olivia and Millie), Wharton (Alfie), Wheatley (Abigail)
We hope that you take many happy memories with you of your times at Tecoma.
STUDENT LEADERSHIP
At a special gathering of grade 5 children on Monday, we announced our School Captains for 2022.
In alphabetical order, our Captains for 2022 are Jarvis Gavin, Maisy Maudsley, Daisy Taylor and Ryland
Thomson.
Congratulations to all children on putting themselves forward. It is an extensive process we work through
with the children doing the voting.
I was so impressed with the way the children handled the announcement in amongst their peers, running
over in the classroom to congratulate them. The winners were humble in their success and the candidates
that missed out were extremely gracious.
Life can be a roller coaster, we don’t always get what we want but it’s how we respond to the
disappointment, bounce back and work towards the next challenge that shows our character and resilience.
This week, the other children found out what leadership role they will have in 2022. The cross-age tuition
they are entering into develops them as leaders, as organisers, and as communicators.
Well done grade 5’s!
I’m sure our elected children will serve with distinction.
Badges will be presented to all of our new grade 6 leaders early in the new year.
LIBRARY BOOK and TAKE HOME BOOKS PLEASE RETURN!
Please keep looking over the holidays for those lost library books. There are still many outstanding books
to be returned. We know there are also many take home books out there in the community, as many of the
coloured tubs are empty. These are between $10-15 to replace and we need them back so children can
begin the year taking home books at their reading level. They will be in the car, in the schoolbag, under the
bed, you will probably also find those missing socks that matches up the lonely socks in the washing
basket!

PICNIC WORKING BEE
You will have received a School Stream notice regarding the picnic Working Bee in the New Year. Please
put this in your diary. It gives our community a chance to get together after the break and have our school
looking brilliant for the children’s return.
What : Wor king Bee
When: Sunday J anuar y 30, 2022
Time: 4.30pm to 8pm.
Hope to see you all here.

2022 TERMS, DATES AND PUBLIC HOLIDAY DATES
Sunday

30 January

4:30pm-8pm

Working Bee

Monday

31 January

9:00am

Tuesday

1 February

9:30am1:00pm

Term One commences – Grade 1-6 students
begin
Prep Students begin

Monday

14 March

Thursday

7 April

Friday

8 April

Pupil free Day

Friday

15 April

Good Friday (in school holidays)

Monday

18 April

Easter Monday (in school holidays)

Monday

25 April

Anzac Day

Tuesday

26 April

Monday

13 June

Friday

24 June

2:00 – 2:30pm

Assembly (Term 2 concludes - early dismissal)

Monday

11 July

9:00am

Term Three commences

Friday

16 September

2:00 – 2:30pm

Assembly (Term 3 concludes - early dismissal)

Monday

3 October

9:00am

Term Four commences

Tuesday

1 November

Tuesday

20 December

Labour Day Public Holiday
2:00 – 2:30pm

9:00am

Assembly (Term 1 concludes - early dismissal)

Term Two commences
Queen's Birthday Holiday

Melbourne Cup Holiday
1:45 – 2:30pm

Assembly (last day of 2022 - early dismissal)

START OF 2022
Teachers resume on Thursday 27th January and the children commence on Monday January 31 at 9:00am.
Preps commence the following day on Tuesday February 1 at 9:30am.
Our school office will be open from Tuesday January 25 from 9:30am-3:00pm if you need to contact the
school. We hope there will be a whole school assembly at 9:00am on the students’ first morning back but
as we learnt over the past 2 years, a lot can happen in 5 weeks!
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
My best wishes to all our families for the Christmas period. I hope you all have a chance to spend some
quality family time together and re-charge the batteries.
If you and your family use our school grounds during the holidays and see any suspicious activity, please
call DET Emergency Management ( 9589 6266 or Belgrave Police ( 9754 6677.
I look forward to seeing you around our school in the New Year.
Until then, have a great holiday break and stay safe!
Rohan Thompson
Principal

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS...
Mondays:

8.45am—9.15am

Thursdays: 8.45am—9.15am &
3.15pm—3.45pm
Orders can be placed through the Qkr! App. Feel free to come in for
second hand uniform after you have checked in with the QR code.
Only 2 adults in the uniform shop at a time. Please wait in the corridor for your turn. Thank you.

LOST PROPERTY
All the items in lost property will be out on display tomorrow
for you to come and look through.
We have hats, bomber jackets, fleece jumpers, lunch boxes
and drink bottles. All items will be disposed of at the end of
the year.

Irish Dance Classes
Pre-school, Primary & Adult
Classes
Fun & family friendly dance
classes
$15 per class
Pay as you go
No enrolment fees
No uniform
www.victorianirishdance.com
Phone Kate: 0434 517 636

Service name

Address

Contact

Coordinator

The Patch OSHClub

The Patch Primary

thepatch@oshclub.com.au

Tiarne Moody

Kallista/Emerald Rd
The Patch 3792

Belgrave South

Belgrave South Primary

OSHClub

175 Colby Drive.
Belgrave South 3160

Upwey South

Upwey South Primary

TheirCare

91 Morris Rd
Upwey South 3158

Mt Evelyn PS

Mt Evelyn Primary
33 Monbulk Rd
Mt Evelyn 3796

Ph: 0400 708 773
Head office: 1300 395 735
belgravesouth@oshclub.com.au

Stephanie Gilfedder

Ph: 0408 629 137
Head office: 1300 395 735
upweysouth@theircare.com.au

Courtney Maloney

Ph: 0473222771
Head office: 1300 072 410

osh@mtevelynps.vic.edu.au
Ph: 9736 2233

Melissa McDonald

