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DATES TO 
REMEMBER: 

 

NOVEMBER 
 
 

Wednesday 24th 
2022 PrepTransition  
9.10am - 10.30am 

 
Thursday 25th 

Virtual City 
Experience 

Year 6 
 

DECEMBER 
 

Wednesday 1st 
2022 PrepTransition  
9.10am - 10.30am 

 
Friday 3rd 

Prep Graduation 
Ceremony 11.00am 

and Picnic Lunch 
 

Monday 6th 
Gumbuya World 

Excursion 
Year 3 & 4 

 
Prep 2022 Parent 

Information Evening 
7.00pm 

 
 

STARTING TO SETTLE 
As for the school and our wider community, I'm really pleased we have been able to 
return to a normalised state of operations.  
I am aware however of some schools in our area that have had outbreaks and it is a 
reminder that we need to be really careful. 
My thanks go to the members of the community that have stayed away while they have 
been feeling unwell, to those who have gone out and had a COVID19 test and to those 
who have stayed at home in quarantine when told to do so. The care and compassion 
you continue to show is keeping our community safe. So far, we have not had an 
exposure on site and we want to keep it that way. We want to reinforce to students, 
parents/carers and staff of the processes that we all need to follow: 
What to do if you are unwell? 
One of the most important things we can do to slow the spread of coronavirus in our 
community is to stay at home when we are unwell, even when we have the mildest of 
symptoms. 
If a child is unwell, even with the mildest of symptoms, they must stay at home. If a 
child becomes unwell during the day, they should be collected from school as soon as 
possible. 
If a child has any of the symptoms of COVID19 outlined below, however mild, they 
should get tested with a standard PCR test and they must remain at home until they 
receive their results: 
• fever 
• chills or sweats 
• cough 
• sore throat 
• shortness of breath 
• runny nose 
• loss of sense of smell or taste 
Parents should continue to follow current school policy and public health advice. If 
your child is unwell, even with the mildest of symptoms, they must stay at home and 
get tested for COVID19 with a standard (PCR) test, regardless of a negative rapid 
antigen test result. 
What do I do if my child has tested positive for COVID-19? 
The first thing they must do is isolate/quarantine. If your child has been infectious 
while at school (the infectious period is considered 48 hours prior to the onset of 
COVID19 symptoms) then please contact the school to advise us of the positive test 
result.  
What do I do if my child has been identified as primary close contact (PCC), or 
has otherwise been advised to self-quarantine?  
If you have been advised of this by the Department of Health (DH), you must abide by 
their quarantine rules. If your child is considered a close contact of someone at school, a 
member of the school administration team will make contact over the phone and work 
through a process with you. We will follow up this call with a School stream post. 
Students will need to quarantine for a period of 7 days following their exposure – this  



shorter period is possible dependant on the availability of the Department of Education and Training (DET) rapid 
antigen testing program. Otherwise, quarantine needs to be 14 days. 
If I am unsure of what to do? 
If you need help, you can call us or contact the COVID hotline on 1800 675 398 or visit  
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/    
 
REPORTING TO PARENTS: 
This is a time of the year when teachers are writing student end-of-year reports.   
With the 2021 school year turning out to be very unique and once again operating very differently to past years, 
the student reports will have a slightly different look this semester. We feel it is important that student reports 
provide parents with feedback on their child/ren and their participation given that remote learning operated for so 
much of the school year. Therefore, in the Mathematics and English components of the reports, you will receive a 
comment (consistent from Prep through to Grade 6). 
As always, teachers will be making a judgment of student progress using the Victorian Curriculum in Maths and 
English based on a range of assessment approaches. While assessment is ongoing throughout a school year, it is 
usually ramped up late Term 3 and early Term 4 to provide teachers with the latest data to enable them to make an 
end of year judgment. It is these judgments that are translated to the scale that you see in the reports.  
As students have returned and settled into the routines of attending school ‘full time’, teachers have been busily 
assessing them to learn more about the progress they have made during remote learning and to identify the 
students next level of learning.   
Reports for Prep to Five children will be emailed home on Friday 10th December, with the exception of the Grade 
6 reports which will be emailed home on Tuesday December 7. This is due to the fact those children and teachers 
will be on school camp the following week.   
 
With reports being emailed out, it is therefore very important that you alert us if you have changed your email 
address.  
 
STUDENT WELLBEING 
With the warmer weather hopefully set to return, now is a good time to remind students and parents about drink 
bottles. In order for our brains to function at their best, hydration is essential. 
At TPS, we encourage students to have a drink bottle on their table and of course, we have fountains to drink from 
when outside. We all know that dehydration leads to fatigue, headaches and other physically draining symptoms 
that interfere with learning. In order for each child to give themselves the best chance at a productive day, drinking 
plenty of water is the healthy and sensible solution. 
 
I've also spoken to all the children about the use of the breaks before school, recess and lunch time for going to the 
toilet. Habits have crept in during remote learning and there has been a continual procession of children going to 
the toilet 5 minutes into learning time.    
I've used the analogy of what mum and dad would say as you're about to head off on your family road trip for a 
holiday. The last thing they would say before hopping into the care is “Have you gone to the toilet?” as they don't 
want to be stopping every 10 minutes on their road trip. School is the same. No teacher is going to stop the 
children from going to the toilet but we're trying to get them to go during the breaks instead to maximise the most 
of their learning time. This might be an adjustment for the children after remote learning period. 
 
WHOLE SCHOOL TRANSITION 
This week, our students have spent some time stepping up into their 2022 year levels, familiarising themselves 
with the teachers in the new year level and friends that might have been in other classes. From this, we ask the 
children for the names of others they would like to be in a class with next year. We can only guarantee one child 
on that list as it is a very complicated process. 
On Tuesday 7th of December, we will be having our whole school transition day where the children from 11:30am 
until 1:00pm meet their new class and their class teacher for 2022. This date is also the state-wide transition day 
for Year 6 to Year 7. More details will be shared with our Year 6 families closer to the date. 
   
See you around the school 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 
 
 



UNIFORM SHOP HOURS... 
   Mondays: 8.45am—9.15am 

   Thursdays: 8.45am—9.15am & 

      3.15pm—3.45pm 

 

Orders can be placed through the Qkr! App.  Feel free to come in for    
second hand uniform after you have checked in with the QR code.  Only 

2 adults in the uniform shop at a time.  Please wait in the corridor for 
your turn.  Thank you. 

      



 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Emilie G Emilie, it was so wonderful to see you getting the most out of our excursion 
to Scienceworks this week. I loved how you were putting up your hand to 

answer questions, and were fully immersing yourself in all the exhibits. You 
also did a fantastic job demonstrating static electricity to all the Preps. 

Awesome work! 

Prep P Ashly H For the hard work that Ashley put into planning and then creating his 
Narrative about a knight and a dragon.  Great story writing Ashley. 

Prep Y Nicholas B Nic, it was so exciting to see you so confidently become part of the “What’s 
with the Weather?” show at Scienceworks! The cloud you made was amazing! 

1D Luca M For being a fabulous SAT representative for our class. I am particularly 
impressed with Luca’s commitment and dedication to his role. He was an 
excellent sounding board for other students when voting on our values. 

Congratulations Luca.  
1W Mia H For always being so helpful around the classroom and willing to help others! 

You are always asking what more can you do to help and it’s such a positive 
attitude to have! Keep up the kindness attitude Mia! 

1W Sookie A During our Integrated session, you collaborated so well with your partner 
and worked out how to construct ‘The Grapple hand’.  Then you went on to 

assist others without being asked! Awesome work Sookie.  

2L Cooper G Cooper was amazing during Environment leadership last Thursday. He 
enjoyed the task of mulching the embankment. After listening carefully to 

instructions he took on a lead roll in directing where the mulch needed to be 
placed. Awesome work Cooper. 

2R Grace C For the leadership you have shown when talking about our new school 
values. Grace, you explained the work that you had been doing with the SAT 

Team, and what we needed to do in our grade to vote for the values.        
Well done! 

2W Bridie T It has been a pleasure to see Bridie return to school with such enthusiasm. I 
love how she tries so hard at her work even when things are challenging. This 

is paying off as she has moved up in Reading Levels and has improved her 
score every time we did the Times Tables Challenge.  You are a caring, happy 

and hardworking girl Bridie.  Congratulations.  

3/4B Caleb T For helping out a friend in need without any prompting. Caleb could see that 
someone in the class was struggling with public speaking and he immediately 
went over to help and show his support. Such a kind thing to do! Well done 

Caleb.  

3/4H Olli S Ollie did a wonderful job when presenting his news report to the class. He 
spoke confidently and included a bit of humour for his audience, which they 

enjoyed! Well done Ollie! 

3/4H Briten A Briten did an awesome job when presenting a news report about a new bear 
at Werribee Zoo! He prepared his speech in detail and spoke confidently 

when presenting to the whole class. Well done Briten!  



GRADE NAME REASON 

3/4NP Ruby V Ruby you have been so dedicated to your learning. You persevere with all 
tasks and try your very best at all times. Thank you for being such a 

wonderful person to have in 3/4NP. 

3/4R Brodie L For his wonderful performance as Weather Reporter during our News Report 
task. Brodie spoke clearly and with confidence, bringing some humour to his 

voice. You were well prepared and we all enjoyed watching ‘Aussie News’. 
Bravo Brodie! 

3/4W Cailin N Cailin relished the position of News Anchor for channel '2 Million and 50 
News', forming a seamless back and forth banter with her co-anchor. She 

gave clear and detailed introductions for the in field reporters and closed the 
show out with a bang using some party poppers. Might be a future career 

Cailin? Well done.   

5M Coco B I am loving the extra effort you are putting into your work at the moment 
Coco. Not only are you putting in extra detail to your work but you are 

contributing these thoughts to our class discussions as well. 

5M Nathan W This last week, you have really shown what you can do. The effort and the 
detail you are putting into your own country, including a well thought out 

name, has been wonderful to see. Keep up the great work Nate. 

5U Tahlea B For settling into the class so beautifully. Tahlea has been a great role model 
for her peers since returning back to school. She has shown initiative and has 
always offered to help others when needed. Keep up the great work Tahlea!   

6G Alex O Alex is always ready and prepared for learning.  It is just wonderful to see his 
hand raised, eager to participate in class discussions.  Alex’s work is always of a 

high standard as he places the required effort into all of his tasks.               
Keep it up Alex! 

6R Ronan D Ronan, you have shown a mature understanding of poetry in your work on 
this form of writing. You manipulate language well to create a distinct mood 

which draws in the reader. You show great control over your writing, 
adapting structure to suit different poetic forms. I am excited to keep reading 

your poems over the next few weeks! 

6R Charles S Charles, you have shown a great work ethic in the classroom, making choices 
which allow you to focus well and using your class time effectively. It has 
been great to see you carefully considering your approach to tasks such as 

our poetry writing and creating a new country.  Well done! 

Music Tennessee M For his fabulous listening and extra effort he put into the “Peter and the 
Wolf” worksheet. Well done. 

Japanese Danil S For his excellent understanding and reading of Japanese currency in Kanji 
characters and hot and cold temperatures in Hiragana letters.  Fantastic work, 

Danil-kun!  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



Managing vaccine information for visitors and volunteers 
An updated policy, templates and clearer guidance are now available to support schools. 

 

The department has updated the COVID-19 Vaccinations –      
visitors and volunteers on school sites policy, including updated 
templates to support schools collect vaccine information. 

The policy, which was updated on Thursday 11 November 2021, 
also now includes guidance for vaccination requirements for 
when parents, carers and other adults visit schools (other than to 
perform work). 

 

Collecting vaccine information from visitors and           

volunteers working at schools 
Under the updated policy, schools are no longer obligated to collect and hold copies of vaccination     
certificates, provided they record details of the sighted vaccination information using a register that     
records: 

• the name of the worker or individual accessing the site 

• their vaccination status 

• the name of the staff member who sighted the evidence 

• the date the evidence was sighted 

• the nature of that evidence (for example, COVID-19 vaccine digital certificate, immunisation history 
statement, or medical exception letter or certificate). 

The policy now includes an optional template register for schools to record vaccination information that 
has been sighted from visitors and volunteers working on school sites. 

However, if schools instead wish to continue to hold copies of vaccination certificates for visitors and 
volunteers working on school sites, they can. 

Schools are encouraged to update their own policies and procedure in line with these changes and    
continue to regularly check the Policy and Advisory Library (PAL) for policy updates. 

Vaccination requirements for parents, carers and other 

visitors not performing work 
Parents, carers and other adults who enter school buildings must have had at least one dose of    
COVID-19 vaccine and must have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by Monday 29 November 2021 
or a valid medical exception. The following limited exceptions apply: 

• when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment cannot be   
administered by the school 

• when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building                  
unaccompanied by their parent/carer 

• when attending for a short time that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or students, for 
example, to collect a completed art project or similar. 

This vaccination requirement applies to all school activities inside school buildings, including but not   
limited to, kindergarten transition activities, tours, graduations, fetes and school theatre and music     
production. 

Any adults attending these events, regardless of whether they are held indoors or outdoors, must be 
vaccinated, in line with community requirements. 

Refer to the COVID-19 Vaccinations – visitors and volunteers on school sites for more information. 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/covid-19-vaccinations-visitors-volunteers/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/covid-19-vaccinations-visitors-volunteers/policy
https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edrms/website/PAL/covid-19-vaccination-status-register-visitors-and-volunteers.docx
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/covid-19-vaccinations-visitors-volunteers/policy




 

Poppy Appeal 

 

 

Thank you to the Tecoma community, for all your support with the Poppy Appeal fundraiser. We sold all of the badges in less than 
a week and all the money raised will help the veterans that have come back from war. 

 

It's great to be in such a supportive and caring  community. 

 

Junior School Council 



 
Irish Dance Classes 

Pre-school, Primary & Adult 
Classes 

Fun & family friendly dance     
classes 

$15 per class 

Pay as you go 

 
No enrolment fees 

No uniform 

www.victorianirishdance.com 

Phone Kate: 0434 517 636 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.victorianirishdance.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ctecoma.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cdfc994e2e61d4273806508d8cd6c5e3f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637485212631597679%7CUnknown%7CTWFp







