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FROM THE
DATES TO
REMEMBER:
NOVEMBER
Thursday 4th
Coffee Catch up with
2022 Prep Parents
Via Webex 7.00pm
Wednesday 10th
Prep Transition Day
Bookings to be made
via School Interviews.
Mon 15th &
Tue 16th
Transition for 2022
Classes
12.15pm—1.00pm
Wednesday 17th
Science Works
Excursion—Preps

Thursday 18th
Transition for 2022
Classes
12.15pm—1.00pm

PRINCIPAL

BACK TO FULL-TIME
Thank you for your efforts in Term 4 to help support the transition to onsite schooling.
This week, we have finally had every class cohort back for Onsite Learning. It has been
so wonderful to see the children playing, working and socialising together in all year
levels. The students have moved back into classroom routines very quickly, with the
wonderful support of parents and teachers.
Several of our students have reported how tired they are, now that they are back in the
school routine. We are so grateful for the support of parents who have established
positive bedtime routines as students re-build their stamina for learning and playing at
school. The earlier return of students to full-time, onsite learning was great news for
our school community and families. It’s been tough, and we were pleased to see the end
of remote learning last Friday.
As of Monday, our staff have been focusing on literacy and numeracy to ensure student
learning progression continues. Student wellbeing will continue to be a priority as we
ensure a smooth transition back to school and promote the social and emotional
opportunities for students at school.
Following the release of the Department of Education’s Operations Guide, from last
Monday 1 November, there will be a few changes to our Return To School protocols
that reflect the new community settings:
•
Face masks: will still be required for students in Years 3 to 6 when indoors. They
will not be required when the students are outside.
•
Parents/carers: may enter the school grounds when dropping off and/or picking up
your child/ren without having to check in. Please continue to respect the drop and
go zones and maintain physical distancing (1.5m), when you are on the school
grounds. Masks are not required!
•
Entering any of the school buildings is strictly prohibited: the exception is if you
need to visit the administration office, in which case, you will have to wear a
mask, and check in using the QR code system. Please be advised that density
limits do apply in the office area and if there are more than 3 people (including
students), you will be required to wait outside.
•
Gatherings: whilst there are many relaxations of restrictions, we are unfortunately
unable to hold events such as Carols night, with the advice that ‘outdoor events
can be held with up to 500 people’ not in favour of a larger school community
such as TPS.
Parents in Buildings (The following is taken from the latest Schools Operations
Guide):
Entering any of the school building apart from the office is strictly prohibited!
Parents who need to enter the office (even fleetingly) for administrative purposes must
comply with vaccination requirements, density limits, face mask requirements, QR code
check-ins and practise respiratory etiquette and good hand hygiene.

Vaccination Requirements for Parents Entering School Office
Schools have obligations to ensure that people performing work in schools have received COVID-19 vaccinations
when attending on site or are medically excepted persons with respect to COVID-19 vaccinations.
Schools must collect, record and hold vaccination information for all visitors and volunteers working on school
sites who will or may be in close proximity to children, students or staff.
When collecting vaccination information from volunteers and visitors working on school sites, the following
record keeping requirements apply. Schools must record at least the following information:
•
the name of the worker or individual accessing the site
•
their vaccination status
•
their vaccine appointment booking (if relevant)
•
who sighted the evidence?
•
the date the evidence was sighted
•
the nature of that evidence that has been provided (for example, COVID-19 vaccine digital certificate,
Immunisation history statement, or medical exception letter or certificate).
Schools do not need to collect vaccination information that is already collected unless further information is
required (for example, the worker needs their second dose).

Visitors to the School QR Code Requirements
The use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record keeping is now mandatory in all schools to enable the
effective contact tracing of any COVID-19 cases.

Need to check in
All visitors on school site
(including contractors, external
Department staff and building
and maintenance staff)
All parents who enter school
office.
Staff
Students
Parents who come onto school
grounds for drop off or pick up,
but do not enter buildings.

Not required to check in unless
proof of vaccination status is required








Density Limits
The density limit of one person per four square metres should be applied to any spaces and activities being
attended by parent/carers and other visitors. The density limit applies to all persons in the space, including
students.

Ventilation
Schools have been asked to maximise ventilation within the buildings by opening windows and doors and, where
possible, setting air conditioners to use outside air. As well as this, we are expecting to receive air purifiers
sometime this term. Even though we are entering warmer days ahead, please consider appropriate clothing for your
child where the weather might be cooler, given the open windows and doors in their classrooms.
THE FINAL PUPIL FREE DAY FOR 2021
We have one pupil free day remaining for the 2021 school year. You may recall, we started the year with three
pupil free days after we didn’t use all of our full allocation of pupil free days in 2020.
At School Council last Tuesday night, our final pupil free day for 2021 was approved and this day will be the final
day of the school year, Friday December 17.
It means the final school day for our children, including the final assembly, will be on Thursday December 16,
though our grade six children will not be in attendance as they will be on their school camp that was postponed
due to lockdown in May. There will be no Out of School Hours Care on Friday, December 17 either.
Please make alternative arrangements for your children on this day.
SCHOOL CAMPS in 2022
Speaking of school camps, at this stage, the camps scheduled for next year are:
Grade 3/4: Forest Edge, Neerim East from the 10th -12th of August, 2022.
Grade 5: Derby Hill, Maldon from the 24th-27th May, 2022.
Grade 6: Camp Coonawarra from the 7th-11th March, 2022.
CLASS FORMULATION
I would like to thank all of the parents who took the time to share information with me recently, regarding their
child’s class/group placement for next year. The due date for letter closed on the Friday afternoon before the Cup
Weekend. Our staff will now begin the process of setting up balanced, fair and productive classes across the
whole school. As staff continue with the thorough process of allocating children to class groups, many meetings
occur and all children will be placed into a class group for next year, with at least one friend of their choosing.
PLANNING FOR 2021
Our enrolment as of November 1 is 445 students. Our numbers consist of 226 boys and 219 girls.
At the moment, we are looking at:
3 Prep classes, (60 children)
2 grade one classes, (48 children)
3 grade two classes, (65 children)
3 grade three classes, (69 children)
3 grade four classes, (66 children)
3 grade five classes (67 children)
3 grade six classes (70 children).
As you can see, this means a return to straight classes (we had multi-age grade 3/4 classes this year) as we have the
rooms available. This does not mean it will always be this way, with class numbers and room availability as we are
at capacity, determining our class structure. Our class sizes are also small with their largest class being 24 at this
stage.
The Victorian government recently announced the continuation of the tutor learning initiative (TLI) which was
initiated last year as a result of the 2020 COVID lockdowns. We were very pleased to hear that this was going to
continue in 2022, giving support to children who have struggled coming out of the 2021 COVID lockdowns.
We have also decided to have a post COVID support teacher. This would be both to cater for those children who
need support post COVID but also provide extension as well. We hope to be able to run the reading room as we
have in the past but that will depend on whether we can have visitors on site.
Over the coming weeks, our school will continue to monitor and identify students requiring additional support and
put in place logistical plans to support the program.
Our specialist classes will continue with Japanese, Physical Education, Music and Art.
As you can see, we are finalising what we can set up and afford for 2022 so if you are doing a sea change, chasing
warmer weather, getting away from Melbourne’s traffic or lockdowns or moving to more traffic and an inner city
life, can you let us know in writing as soon as possible.
2022 FOUNDATION TRANSITION
As of last week, we have been advised that transition programs can occur which is great news for our grade six
children going off to Secondary School and also for our Pre-School kids coming into Prep. 2022 Prep parents will
have received notification of our modified transition program for 2022 last Friday.

Out of crisis creates opportunity and last year, we learned that having small groups to start with was far less
intimidating for the kinder kids coming in, getting them familiar with the Prep room in their school before moving
into larger Prep groups that we run here at our school. We have modified the usual Prep transition program to
include a bit of both, starting with the small groups and the last two sessions in the large group.
A summary of our Prep transition is as follows:














Thursday November 4 at 7.00pm, “Coffee Catch up” via Webex with School Principal,
Assistant Principal and a 2021 Prep teacher. Webex invite to be emailed. No obligation to
attend.
Wednesday November 10: First Prep transition at a time to be booked by you. Uniforms can
be purchased on this day.
Wednesday November 24: Second Prep transition session from 9:10am-10.30am. Booking
not needed. Uniforms can be purchased on this day.
Wednesday December 1: Third Prep transition session from 9:10am-10.30am. Booking not
needed. Friendship preferences must be returned by this time.
Monday December 6: 7:00pm, Prep information night, hopefully in person, but at this stage,
via Webex. Prep classes announced.
Tuesday December 7: From 9am……..NAT Bag collection, uniform ordering/collection
Tuesday December 7: Prep children meet their teacher and spend time in their class from
11:30am-12:20pm
Tuesday December 7: Preps meet their grade 5 buddy from 12:20pm-1pm
Tuesday February 2, 2021 from 9.30am to 1:00pm: First Day of Prep. (To be confirmed at
School Council in November)
Wednesday February 3 and each Wednesday including Wednesday March 9: No Preps at
school but parents book their children in for one 40 minute literacy assessment and one 40
minute numeracy assessment.
Wednesday March 16: Children resume school on Wednesdays (full days, 9AM-3:30PM)

2022 PARENT CONTRIBUTIONS
At School Council last Tuesday night, we passed the Parent Contributions for 2022. These will be sent out to you
within the next fortnight.
There has been changes to the Parent Payment Policy as set by the Department of Education.
Why are parent payment arrangements different now?
To ensure consistency in the way parent contributions are being requested and managed across the state, the
Department has made changes to how schools seek parent contributions. The intent is to align practices across the
system, and ensure parents and schools use common terminology and have a shared understanding around parent
payment arrangements.
A new template is being used by all schools to communicate parent payment arrangements. The template includes
the new category names to clearly define the purpose of parent payment requests and includes a one-page
overview of the policy.
Parent Payment Categories
The categories under which contributions will be requested have been changed to align with the purpose of the
payment:




support items and activities that help deliver fundamental curriculum or subject learning e.g. General
classroom materials and equipment
Other Contributions (previously known as Voluntary Contributions) support the school’s operation and
function more generally e.g. Parent communication tools and school building enhancements
Payments for Extra-Curricular Items and Activities (previously known as Optional Items) provide for items
and activities over and above what is needed to deliver fundamental curriculum learning. These user-pays
contributions enhance the schooling experience for students e.g. Optional camps, excursions and events

The change in Parent Contributions policy as set by the State Government was to address schools that were
non-compliant in their fee charging. We have always been compliant and when you see what we are requesting,
our fees will show little difference to what has been in place since the policy last changed 5 years ago. In using a
sledgehammer to crack a walnut in addressing non-compliance, the change is the Department have now made
Curriculum Contributions (previously known as Essential Student Learning Items) voluntary.
With our incredibly low fees since the change in policy five years ago, you will know the incredible value for
money you receive as families for the education and opportunities your children get at Tecoma Primary School.

We ask that you continue to support us financially in the magnificent way you have in the past. The voluntary
contributions that we have received, in some years totaling $22,000, has enabled us to buy items such as iPads and
laptops which we were, in return, able to lend out to our community during the Remote Learning. Without your
support, this might not have been able to happen.
We thank you for your ongoing support of the school, not just physically with your attendance and support of your
children but also financially. We can only run the programs and structures we run through having a supportive
community.
UPDATE CONTACT DETAILS
With fire season fast approaching, it is a good time to remind our families to ensure that all your details are up to
date at the school. If you have changed address, have a new phone number or have a new alternative contact,
please contact the office to give us the details so that we are able to contact you if required.
SOCIAL MEDIA USE
Last newsletter, I put forward some points to consider regarding the dependence that children had on working
online and the pitfalls in the use of social media that might have increased during the lockdown period.
Below are some tips and strategies to help you navigate this difficult period and also give you some opportunities
to attain some webinars to support you, as parents, in managing this. Please take the time to join these webinars as
more and more, issues on social media at home play out in the yard here at school.
Online tips and strategies for parents to help manage children’s online behaviours
Kids 5-12
As children start to navigate the online world and interact with others more independently, they are more likely to
be exposed to risks of bullying or unwanted contact, accidentally coming across inappropriate content or racking
up bills through in-app purchases.
Your guidance can help them be aware of the risks and understand what is expected of them. And let them know
you are always there to support them.
For kids aged 5 to 12, it is important to:
1) Keep the computer or device in an area of your home that can be supervised. And check in regularly with
your child to see what they are viewing.
2) Stay engaged with their online activity. If they agree, consider setting up your own accounts with the sites
they use most so you can see how they work and understand the risks.
3) Explore the online world with them to help establish that this is not just a solitary activity. Play games with
them. Do a creative project together.
4) Think about social media readiness. Most social media sites require users to be at least 13 years of age
before they can register, although some sites are created especially for children under 13. See are they old
enough?
5) Encourage respect and empathy. Teach them to avoid sharing or posting things that may upset others.
See good habits start young.
6) Start building resilience. Teach your child that there are ways they can deal with material that worries or
frightens them. This includes immediately telling you or another trusted adult of any concerns or uncomfortable material. See good habits start young.
7) Encourage them to learn about online safety by exploring the kids section of this site.
Review your rules as your child grows older
1) Be clear about how much time they can spend online, the apps they can use, the websites they can visit and
what they can share or post online.
2) Refer to our advice about time online and online gaming if these are of concern.
Technology tips for parents of kids 5 to 12
1) Ensure your own devices are protected by a password or pin, so your child cannot accidentally come across
inappropriate content.
2)
If you are thinking about giving them their own tablet or smartphone, check out are they old enough?
3)
Use parental control tools appropriate for the age and experience of your child. Be upfront about this and
get your child on board. Let them know that these can be reviewed and changed as they get older and
they continue to demonstrate responsible behaviour. Consider installing a ‘child-friendly’ search engine
that will allow them to explore a limited number of sites. See taming the technology.
4)
Check out Raising Children Network’s healthy screen time and quality media choices: 6-11 years.

E Safety Commissioner Upcoming Webinars
Each term, the E-safety commissioner website offers webinars on a new topics that will run numerous times. The
webinars provide parents and carers with the knowledge, skills and tools to support their children to have safe,
positive online experiences. The demand for parent and carer webinars in 2020 prompted the education and
training team to develop the 2021 series to support Australian parents and carers.
The live webinars explore the latest research and they are a great way to learn how you can help your child
develop the skills to be safer online. All sessions are delivered by E-Safety's expert education and training team.
This Term 4 webinar will provide parents and carers with strategies to help young people and their mental health
when they are online.
It is designed for parents and carers of young people aged 10–18.
It will cover:
• what do to about accidental exposure to content about suicide, self-harm or eating disorders
• using games, apps and social media to support mental wellbeing
• the pros and cons of digital mental health platforms
• strategies for young people to support friends online.
To register go to the following website https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars
Sessions will be held on:
Tuesday 9 November 7.30 to 8.30 pm
Thursday 18 November 12.30 to 1.30 pm
Parents Social Media Use
As with students, one of the wonderful aspects of social media has been the ability for parents to remain connected
in the absence of having the school as a daily hub to connect, make friends and learn about what form is required
on which day and at which time.
As the students return to school after a long period of time of not having intensive social interaction, they will have
grown unfamiliar and will be somewhat ill-prepared to negotiate that amount of sensory inputs that a busy school
yard can provide. As students reacquaint themselves with the social norms of sharing space, toys, equipment and
return to socially interacting with each other, there may be times where we can reasonably understand that some
students’ adjustment to the school values may be slower than others.
As always, if you feel as though your child has experienced some mistreatment from another student please
contact your child’s teacher to discuss. We would like to reiterate that it is not appropriate to confront other parents
in person or on social media to make accusations or inferences about another child’s behaviour.
In all cases, publication of such accusations or inferences of poor behaviour either by a parent or child on social
media should be met with caution, as they could be deemed defamatory. What we write is always there.
See you around the school,
Rohan Thompson
Principal.

REMEMBERANCE DAY—Nov 11th
POPPIES, PENS ETC WILL BE AVAILABLE.

Prices range from $1 to $20
Students will be bringing these around to the
classrooms

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

Dash N

Dash, you are such a hard worker, and you continue to amaze me with your
self-motivation and desire to do your personal best. Today, despite being
asked to only copy down 5 brainstormed spelling words from the board, you
showed initiative and copied down all of them, with beautiful handwriting to
boot. Well done!

Prep Y

All of Prep Y!

For the brilliant way that you have all Integrated back to school after remote
learning! I am so proud of you all!

1D

Isobel B

Isobel has settled back into school life beautifully. She has approached her
work with a positive attitude and has happily shared her thoughts and
wonderings with the rest of the class. Congratulations Isobel.

1V

Isabel S

For being a Maths Wizz! Isabel, you clearly demonstrated your correct
understanding of multiplication using arrays to organise your ‘groups of’, as
well as writing the two equations which match each array.

1W

Liam F

For creatively working through our Space Mobile task! You were so focused
and attentive during this activity and you were able to work out how to
construct it all on your own! Excellent problem solving skills Liam!

1W

Hazel W

For designing such a creative and colourful advertisement brochure! It was
very bright and eye-catching and I was very impressed with your unique
ideas! You have done such a great job since returning to school and working
so hard! Keep up your positive attitude!

2W

Emma C

Emma has returned to school with great enthusiasm. Her reading level has
increased and she has given everything a ‘red hot go’, even in our grammar
lesson when she was not sure of the answer. She is always a friendly happy
girl and we love having her in class.

3/4H

Cooper S

Cooper has returned to school with a positive attitude and has settled in well!
He makes sure to follow our classroom routines and looks out for others
around him. Well done Cooper!

5M

Willow F

Well done on the video you spoke in Willow. You spoke about the value
“Resilience” with great clarity and communicated exactly what the value is all
about. You are a wonderful representative of our class in the SAT meetings.

5M

Oliver E

Well done on your transition back to face to face learning Oliver. You have
been quick to settle to tasks, completing them at a high level. It is great
seeing you volunteer your thinking to our class discussions, as I know this is
not a favourite thing to do for you.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

6G

Orla M

It has been magnificent seeing Orla back at school. He is ready to learn,
organised and full of smiles with his friends. Orla is quick to begin classwork
and his work is of a high quality. Just wonderful Orla!

6R

Millie V

Millie has made a positive return to Onsite Learning, coming back to the
classroom with confidence. She has engaged in all classroom activities in a
respectful and cooperative manner. Millie it has been a pleasure being able to
enjoy your fun sense of humour in the classroom again!

Art

All of 2L!

It was fabulous to see this bright, cooperative class back in the art room. 2L
worked hard and persisted to complete sewing their hand puppets. It was
wonderful to have helpers and see everyone working together so
harmoniously.

Japanese

Hannah F

For her consistent effort into all the remote-learning tasks and
demonstrating great understanding of the topic in the first onsite lesson.
Fantastic work, Hannah-san!

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS...
Mondays:

8.45am—9.15am

Thursdays: 8.45am—9.15am &
3.15pm—3.45pm
Orders can be placed through the Qkr! App. Thank you to Naomi H for
volunteering to help us in the uniform shop—we are so appreciative.

