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FROM THE

DATES TO
REMEMBER:
OCTOBER
Friday 22nd
Years 1 & 2 and
Years 5 & 6
Onsite Learning
All other classes
remote learning at
home
Monday 25th
Preps Onsite
Learning
All other classes
remote learning at
home
Tues 26th & Wed
27th
Preps and Years 3 &
4 Onsite Learning
All other classes
remote learning at
home

BACK ON SITE
It was with much excitement on Monday morning that we welcomed back our Prep
children to onsite learning. They took to it like a “duck to water,” almost like they had
returned from Remote Learning before! I especially enjoyed hearing the laughter
coming from the playground, as the children reacquainted themselves with their friends.
Thank you to the parents and carers who helped make this transition back, and of
course, the Prep teachers who all reported to me about the successful return of the
children.
Today our grade 1/2 children returned for today and Friday, and tomorrow, the grade
5/6 children return for the day. Despite reports over the weekend, full time schooling
does not return until Friday November 5. Please see the calendar below for details as it
stands today. That of course, as we found last weekend, can change very quickly!
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MONDAY NOVEMBER 1

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 2
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NOVEMBER 3
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Years 5 & 6
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PRINCIPAL
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MELBOURNE
CUP DAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY

You may have seen Channel 7 News on Tuesday night where Mr. Merlino answered questions from reporters with
our “Welcome back to our Tecoma Families” sign in the background. This sign has had far more use than what we
had hoped for when we first purchased it for the return of Remote Learning last year! A few colleagues were
ribbing me about our shameless promotion of our school; I'd like to take credit but we didn't know he was coming!
Once again, a big thank you to everyone in our community (staff, students and parents) for all your efforts in
working together for the best possible outcome for our children.
While some children excelled during Remote Learning, others struggled with not having interaction with their
classmates in person on a daily basis. I know remote and flexible learning has not always been easy, but through
our collective efforts, our students have continued to make valuable progress in their learning. A smooth return to
school is crucial as we aim to settle the students back into a routine and back into the ‘groove’ and re-establish
relationships.
As the term progresses, we will continue to have in place strong measures to protect the health and safety of
students, staff, families and the community. This includes restricting parent access to school grounds and
continued emphasis on hand hygiene and physical distancing where possible. All our high touch areas are being
cleaned at the end of the day and I once again respectfully remind parents that they should not enter the school
buildings but utilize our “drop and go” points. We thank the school community for adhering to the guidelines we
sent out last week regarding drops offs and pickups, as well as movement in and around the school. It enables us to
provide the safest possible environment during this time.
We all have a role to play in stopping the spread of COVID-19 in our community.
Our priorities for term 4 are:
1.

Mental health and wellbeing

2.

Learning with a major focus on Literacy and Numeracy

3.

Transitions in, through and out of school.

Of course, our core focus at Tecoma is student learning, with a focus on literacy and numeracy. Our curriculum is
carefully planned to ensure that all students maximise their learning in these important areas. Teachers will be
continuing to undertake a range of assessment activities coming out of the post COVID period, in preparation for
the modified end of year reports – it is very important that children attend school every day.

We were very pleased to hear of the continuation of the Tutor Learning Initiative next year. This year, our tutors
Breeann Schafter and Shelley Smith have been working closely with children and we were delighted to hear that
this funding will continue next year.
While grade 6 camp is still booked at this stage, for the last week of the year, at this moment it is not permitted to
go ahead. We will hold that booking in the hope that it does change. Other casualties of COVID is our Whole
School Production and the end of year Christmas Carols night.
Prep transition onsite is uncertain at this stage but we are hoping to have small groups of children attend sessions,
similar to what is occurring in regional schools at present. This will depend on announcements from our Premier in
coming weeks. We will continue to send out our weekly recorded introductory videos to kinder families and one of
our staff will be visiting kinder children to meet the children in person.
Discussion around Prep and Grade 6 Graduation has begun. It may be the same as last years ceremonies in that it is
streamed but we are committed to providing the students with a ceremony. At this stage, parents will not be able to
attend any sort of assembly or ceremony as per the current directions from the Department of Education but we
will continue to utilise video platforms that served us so well during remote learning, to share in these experiences.
I do hope this changes with these important celebrations, however, as we have experienced, things can change
quickly but at the moment, you need to be aware of the worst case scenario.
You will also have seen communications from the school regarding the outbreak of COVID-19 in the Dandenong
Ranges area. It’s a timely reminder to follow the advice of the medical fraternity in protecting the health of
yourselves, your family and others. We ask that you be extra vigilant, as we will be, in enforcing our COVID safe
plans. No doubt leading up to the return of the Prep children on the 18th, we will have a new operations guide by
which we conduct ourselves. We will let you know more when we know more.

VACCINATION STATUS
Staff
You would be aware to the Chief Health Officer has mandated that all DET employees working in schools needed
to have had their first vaccination or have a booking this week to return to work last Monday, otherwise they need
to be on unpaid leave or access long service leave. I received a report over the weekend from the Department of
Education and no staffing changes were required as a result of this mandate. This has allowed our learning
platforms to continue to run as planned, as well as our staffing onsite.
Visitors, Education Workers and Volunteers Working In Schools
Schools are now required to collect, record and hold vaccination information for all visitors and volunteers (listed
below) working on school sites. This includes, but is not limited to:
1. casual relief teachers
2. providers of incursions
3. breakfast club suppliers
4. IT personnel (not engaged by TSSP)
5. student teachers on placement
6. services or works carried out by contractors not working within a designated secured construction site
7. external therapists, National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) providers or other allied health staff
8. bus drivers and supervisors (if they enter the school premises)
9. auditors
10. volunteers performing volunteer work at the school (for example, parent helpers)
11. all other persons contracted, engaged or requested to perform work at a school site, regardless of their
employer (with the exception of those whose vaccination information will be collected by the department).
It does not include: delivery personnel, visiting parents and carers (once visitors are permitted), unless they are
visiting a school to perform volunteer work (for example, parent helpers). All volunteers and visitors working on
school sites listed above must provide vaccination information when attending onsite. If they are unable to provide
evidence of vaccination, they must be directed to leave the school.
RETURN OF BORROWED DEVICES AND WIFI DONGLES:
As we move towards the return of full-time schooling on Friday November 5, we are going to need to get back
over 100 devices that the school has borrowed out to our community to enable remote learning to occur.
We are providing 2 windows for the devices to be returned.
The grade 1/2 children and the grade 5/6 children can return their devices on Wednesday November 3 between
1:00 and 4:00 PM. This is at the completion of their remote learning before their return to school the following
day.
The prep children and the grade 3/4 children can return their devices on Thursday November 4 between 1:00 and
4:00 PM. This is at the completion of their remote learning before their return to full time school the following
day.
If you are returning an iPad to school, please:
Sign out of any apps or websites you have used from home, including SeeSaw, Reading Eggs, Essential
Assessment etc.
Close all browser tabs
Close all apps
Check photos and delete any photos or videos taken at home, then delete them again from ‘deleted files’
Be sure to return any borrowed charging cables and bases, as these are required before we can return
devices to trolleys for student use.
If you are returning a laptop or Chromebook, please:
Ensure that your child has logged of the device and shut it down.
Ensure that you return the charger, along with the device.
It is important we do get all devices back so they can be put back in the trolleys ready for use straight away. We
thank you for your support with this.

CHILDREN ON SOCIAL MEDIA
As we head back to the children returning to full-time schooling, I think it is an opportune time to remind families
to carefully monitor and perhaps drawback their children's use of social media. It can be and is addictive. One of
the challenges obviously during the remote learning period and isolation has been the ability for kids to mix
socially. The obvious benefit of the social media during lockdown is that kids have been able to keep in touch with
each other. Now as we start to open up, I'd encourage families to try and break this habit and have the kids mixing
socially at whatever opportunity they can. Making use of the better weather, daylight saving and the wonderful
outdoor spaces that we have in our hills area is far more beneficial for the children and for their relationships with
their peers then relying on social media to keep in touch. If you know that social media is having a detriment to
your children, take them off it. The flow on effect of issues that happen outside the school grounds, outside of
school time, on social media between children at home flows through to us as a school. It is a source of great
frustration.
Within schools, the Department of Education in my opinion, quite rightly introduced rules where mobile devices,
watches with internet connectivity etc, were required to be handed in at the start of the day. It closed a loophole of
possible use during schooltime. Our school purchased small safes for them to be put in at the start of the day and
then collected at the end of the day. This has worked really well and will continue as the children moved towards
the return of full time schooling.
I would encourage families to talk to their children about their social media use, know what they're on, whether
they’re permitted to be on it within the recommended age limits, know who they are on with and explain the
reasons why the strategic withdrawal of social media usage now that we're back at school would be beneficial for
them.
CLASS PLACEMENT 2022
Thank you to the parents who have taken the time to write to me regarding information or concerns they may have
over their child’s class placement for 2022. A reminder, the final date to send a letter to me on this issue is next
Friday, October 29, 2021 at 4pm. Please refer to the guidelines I sent out in the last newsletter regarding what
requests will be taken into account. Requests for specific teachers will not be considered.
UPDATE CONTACT DETAILS
With fire season fast approaching it is a good time to remind our families to ensure that all your details are up to
date at the school. If you have changed address, got a new phone number or have a new alternative contact please
contact the office to give us the details so that we are able to contact you if required.
IS YOUR CHILD STARTING SECONDARY SCHOOL NEXT YEAR?
Parents of our grade 6 students will tell you that it doesn’t seem that long ago that their child was starting school.
The primary years seem to fly by and our grade sixes are already three weeks into their final term of primary
school.
Secondary school can be a daunting thought for not only our students but parents as well. There are many
questions, which I’m sure you have, which are not fully answered at information nights and orientation days.
The Department of Education and Training have developed an informative site, which provides hints and tips on
how to support your child through the transition to secondary school.
The site is https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/tips-starting-school.aspx
See you around the school……
Rohan Thompson
Principal

UNIFORM SHOP
POSITION VACANT:
We are really need a
volunteer for our Uniform
Shop for 2 days per week
during school term.

Mondays: 8.45am—9.15am
Thursdays:
8.45am—9.15am &
3.15pm—3.45pm
Please call the office know if you are

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

Imogen K

Imogen was an enthusiastic contributor in our maths lesson today on
grouping. She put up her hand and explained to the class in a confident and
well-articulated way, how many groups and rows there were in each
multiple-choice example, giving reasons why the other answers were not
correct. Clever thinking Imogen!

Prep P

Ava T

For working SO BRILLIANTLY at home during Remote Learning and
completing such a great amount of wonderful activities! AWESOME!!!!

Prep Y

Jensen T

Jensen, I am so proud of how excited and enthusiastic you are about your
Reading! Not only have you achieved over 250 nights of reading, you have
progressed in your Reading levels so well! Your attitude towards reading is
amazing and I am loving you seeking books that give you a challenge!

1V

David B

David, you have completed some amazing work this week in Seesaw. l am so
impressed with how neatly you have written your spelling words and
completed the handwriting task. Well done!

1W

Karah D

For always contributing towards our Webex class meetings! You are always so
willing to share your incredible insight with a great big smile! You are truly a
star. Keep up the wonderful enthusiasm!

1W

Isaac W

For always going above and beyond with all your activities! You always have
a positive attitude completing each and every single task. Keep up the super
duper amazing work! You're a star!

1W

Olive G

For your incredible dedication towards your remote learning! Olive, you are
putting 120% into every activity and persisting through, keep up the
wonderful work that you are doing!

2L

Eamon E

For putting in his best efforts with this weeks learning tasks.
Keep up the good work Eamon.

2W

Miles H

Miles has been working really well during Remote Learning, completing most
of his activities and contributing to class meetings. This week he excelled in
Science by making a fabulous model of the changes he sees in his garden over
the seasons. Top stuff Miles.

2W

Oliver B

Oliver should be very proud of the effort he has continually put into his work
during Remote Learning. This week I especially acknowledge the extra work
he does as part of Wushka reading where he completes detailed
comprehension responses most days. Fantastic work Oliver.

3/4NP

Ava T

Ava your effort with all of your work continues to blow us away each week!
You are determined, conscientious and your attention to detail is impressive.
Thank you for your continued positive attitude towards all of your tasks.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

3/4NP

Mason E

Mase, you have been doing such an amazing job getting tasks done during
Remote Learning. Thank you for putting in the effort you have. We love
seeing what you can achieve when you put your mind to it. Keep it up!

3/4R

Charlie F

For writing an amazing letter to Mr Thompson. Charlie did a terrific job at
her letter writing task this week. She wrote very detailed paragraphs describing
her Remote Learning experience and also used the checklist to improve her
writing. You have done a great job at this task Charlie and I am sure
Mr Thompson will love reading your letter!

3/4W

Ava M

Ava has really impressed me with her independence during Remote Learning.
She manages her time effectively, listens intently to instructions, and applies
feedback to diligently improve her work! You're a delight to teach Ava!

5U

Ella M

For consistently having a growth mindset towards her learning. Ella puts in
her best efforts to complete all learning tasks and will always seek help when
needed. During our Google meets, Ella will always join with a big smile on
her face. Ella, you are a delight to have in our class. Keep up the great work!

6F

Jack D

Jack has made a real effort this week to participate in all Google Meets,
especially our live maths sessions. Jack, I am really pleased to see you
engaging in your learning and willingly partaking in these sessions!
Great work.

6R

Emily P

Em, your work on your information report about the La Palma Volcano in
the Canary Islands has been outstanding. You have shown an excellent
understanding of the purpose and structure of informative texts. You have
worked diligently and independently to research your chosen natural disaster
and you have thought carefully about the layout and presentation of your
slides. Well done!

Art

Dominique S

Dominique created an amazing floating perspective artwork. She
demonstrated advanced cross-hatching techniques and she also explained in
detail how she made it. Excellent work!

Art

Amber L

Amber has continued to complete her artwork every week to a very high
standard throughout Remote Learning. Her name alien this week was
creative, original and detailed.

Japanese

Tahlea B

Tahlea-san, you made an excellent effort in your speaking task. You have
patiently completed your task by recording many more sentences than
required. Very well done!

