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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
DATES TO
REMEMBER:

JUNE
Friday 18th
Reports emailed home
to parents

Tuesday 22nd
Parent/Teacher
Interviews
3.30pm—6.00pm
Wednesday 23rd
Parent/Teacher
Interviews
2.00pm—8.00pm
Friday 25th
LAST DAY OF TERM 2
2.30PM FINISH

BACK TO “COVID NORMAL”
As we return to school tomorrow, I would again like to thank parents
for their support throughout this extended circuit breaker lockdown.
Remote Learning is not our preferred method and it is my strong belief
that students learn best via face to face teaching, surrounded by their
friends. There is so much more to teaching and learning than the
lessons themselves. Building relationships and school communities
matters and this has been tested enormously throughout 2020 and
during the two lockdowns we have experienced this year. All the
while, the TPS community has stood up and your ongoing support has
been greatly appreciated.
It has not gone unnoticed and we are very lucky to be working in such
a wonderful school community.
While on thank-you’s, I want to thank and acknowledge our wonderful
staff for the seamless way we have been able to move from onsite
learning to remote learning. Now we will go back the other way. As
teachers within the Victorian Education system, sadly we've had a
little bit of practice at this. While we have had far too much practice at
this, it doesn't make it any easier, especially when many of us, like
you, also have our own family commitments including Remote
Learning for our own children. Our staff are truly amazing and I also
want to thank them for their efforts in supporting our children.
Our children, in the discussions I have had with them, have continued
to bounce from one teaching style to another. Let’s hope this
bouncing around becomes less often as the vaccinations take hold.
They have done remarkably well overall, but then they also know what
to do. Well done kids!
Over the coming days, we will start by supporting your children in their
return and will plan for a strong finish to Term 2. Our goal is to make
each day count. With this in mind, I would remind all families that the
best way to help us help your children is to ensure they maintain their
routines and that they are getting a good night’s sleep and eating a
good breakfast each day. Being on time, being ready to go and
making the most of every day should be the aim now and beyond.
If you haven’t already done so, please make sure you are familiar with
what we sent out on School Stream yesterday with regard to how we
will operate in the next few weeks, under current guidelines and
restrictions. If guidelines change, we will communicate these to you
immediately.

UNWELL STUDENTS - REMINDER
Parents of students who are unwell, must not send their child to school. Where a student
becomes unwell at school, with any ‘COVID-like’ symptoms, they will be immediately collected by
parents and cannot return to school until a medical clearance (such as a negative COVID test
result) is provided. Where a student is absent from school and a parent indicates the absence is
due to illness (such as ‘the flu’), the child must be isolated at home and cannot return until they
have a medical clearance. All situations involving an unwell student with virus symptoms are
reported to the Department of Education Incident Support Operations Centre and are followed up
to ensure correct processes are undertaken to keep everyone safe and well.
MIDYEAR REPORTS
On Friday June 18th, the mid-year reports will be sent to your email box.
The reports will contain progression points, your child’s learning goals, what your child has
achieved as well as your child's progress in our specialist areas of Performing Arts, Visual Arts,
Physical Education and Japanese. There is also a statement about your child's attendance as
well as a student self reflection on how they have achieved in semester 1.
The staff have done their utmost to ensure we paint a concise and accurate picture of where your
child is at in their learning. These reports were written prior to the latest Remote Learning period
so there will be no reference to their participation in remote learning. Your children may have
mentioned remote learning in their self reflection as these were done last.
Please have a good look at these reports and chat with your child about them. It is important that
your child can explain their own understanding and be aware of what they need to do next to
improve. This is a vital part of academic growth and will lead to each child achieving the best that
they can. Plus it has the added benefit of your child’s wellbeing receiving a boost, as we all
recognise that chatting with mum or dad about their achievements leads to positive outcomes.
PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS TUESDAY JUNE 22ND AND WEDNESDAY JUNE 23RD
After the student reports have gone home next Friday, we have scheduled Parent Teacher
interviews for Tuesday June 22 and Wednesday June 23. The obvious plan prior to remote
learning and the latest COVID outbreak was to hold these on site in person.
We hope this will still be the case but that will depend on the latest advice from the Chief Health
Officer, represented in the Department of Education Operating Guidelines.
If need be as we did last year, we can hold the interviews via Webex but we will let you know this
closer to the date. If it needs to be via Webex, we will send out the link and our staff will let you
into the meeting at the time you have booked. Please ensure that you are logged in and ready for
your conference at the specified time as teachers will not be able to reschedule you.
Next week, we will put out our online booking form for you to make your 15 minute appointment.
SCHOOL PRODUCTION
To keep you updated, still no answer on the school production after my piece in the last
newsletter. The latest COVID outbreak has certainly put a spanner in the works of us having a full
capacity audience, however we don’t want to rule it out. Perhaps that is wishful thinking. We are
exploring some different ways of putting together a production for the children, one of which is
still in person.
KINDER CARPARK
In the last newsletter, the committee at the pre school politely sent a reminder for our school
parents to not park in the kinder carpark. Unfortunately, this is still continuing. Please, can we
respect that this carpark is for kinder families only. Tecoma parents racing in to let their children
out is a disaster waiting to happen with so many toddlers around. It should not have to get to the
point where council parking inspectors are called to issue fines.
Can we as a school community please respect the signage that exists there.
Thanks for your assistance.
Have a great long weekend, make the most of your 25kms and tomorrow, we will see you around
the school!
Rohan Thompson
Principal

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE
Prep K

NAME
Dominic
A

REASON
Dominic has shown excellence in the way he has approached all home
learning tasks this week, putting forth his personal best effort! This also
extends to our class Webex meetings, where Dominic took on an active role
in speaking about and sharing some of his most treasured possessions with the
class. Bravo Dominic!
For working so diligently at home during Remote Learning and sending me
lots of work through Seesaw. A wonderful effort Noah!

Prep P

Noah I

Prep Y

Pippa P

1D

Xander W

1V

Ari S

For your creative invention for a device to turn the T.V. off, without getting
off the couch, and without a remote. This activity was in response to a book
you read during remote learning. Great job on completing this task to your
best ability, and for your creative ideas!

1W

All of 1W!

WOW 1W! I was so proud of your achievements, creativity and hard work
during home learning. I was so impressed to see the amount of work that was
being completed everyday! 1W, you should all be very proud of your efforts!

2L

Stella B

2R

Harry P

2W

George C

Prior to remote learning 4.0, Stella began taking ownership of her learning by
successfully ignoring classroom distractions and completing all task in the
given time. During remote learning, Stella has completed all task to a very
high standard and has told me that she has enjoyed all of the learning
activities. I am super proud of you Stella.
For the effort you have put into ensuring your work is completed to a high
standard during Remote Learning. Harry, you have worked really hard this
week, and you should be very proud of yourself. Keep it up!
George did a fantastic Seesaw presentation from his research into blue whales.
He gave great details and expert colourful drawings in Seesaw. The most
impressive thing was that it was an optional activity which he chose to do!! I
was very amazed with how clearly you explained everything George.

3/4B

Mya C

For writing an awesome paragraph that demonstrated her knowledge of one
of the 7 Steps, ‘Show, Don’t Tell’. Her paragraph wrote: “Today Miss R hadn't
had her coffee because the people at the office weren't there. She strolled into
class with bags under her eyes. “Good morning”, she mumbled and then she
stumbled to her nice soft chair and dozed off.” Love your work, Mya!

3/4H

All of
3/4H!

3/4NP

Ava T

Well done 3/4H for completing another stint of remote learning! You have
impressed me with your hard work and determination during this time and I
can’t wait to see you all back in the classroom!
For her amazing effort during remote learning. Ava, you have done a
wonderful job of completing the tasks on Google Classroom and have been a
lovely smiling face on our Google Meets each morning. Well done!

Pippa your commitment to daily engagement on Seesaw during remote
learning was amazing. You completed so many tasks, and all to a really high
degree, showing an outstanding level of commitment to your learning. I am
so proud of you!
During Remote Learning, you showed perseverance and gave everything a go.
You completed the learning tasks in a timely manner and your work was
always set out neatly and very clear. Well done and congratulations Xander.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

3/4R

Cooper B

3/4W

Zoe J

For writing an outstanding paragraph using the 7 Step ‘Show, Don’t Tell.
Cooper wrote: “Mr Wright had a fuming rosy red face. He was bright red, he
had his hands scrunched up and he had a fuming red face. He was feeling like
this because he couldn't beat 3/4R in the cleaning competition”. What a
great piece of writing Cooper, you should be so proud of yourself!
Zoe made excellent use of the 'Show, Don't Tell' using one of the 7 Steps to
write an intense Sizzling Start. She described hearing “bellowing winds as she
whizzed through the sky” on a rollercoaster. I love the creativity you
incorporate in your writing Zoe. Keep up the brilliant work!

5M

Patrick C

Patrick, I just loved your advertisement to sell your hut you made on camp.
The phrase you used, “If you are not fussy, like the bare essentials and like
living off the grid, then this is the ideal home for you”, was really clever.

5U

Pippi M

5U

Imogen P

6F

Bailey H

Pippi, you’re a superstar. During our time at camp, you showed great
resilience towards bike riding. You had the willingness to give it a go and
because of that, I am so proud of you. Keep up the great work!
Imogen, I am so proud of you with your achievements during Camp
Maldon. You had a growth mindset from the moment we arrived, and
proved to me that you are willing to give everything a go and had the
resilience to do so. You should be just as proud of yourself as I am of you.
Keep it up!
Bailey has worked diligently during remote learning this week. Although not
his favourite space for learning, Bailey has completed all tasks, handed them
in on time and can be really proud of all his efforts. Well done Bailey!

6F

Ella P

6G

Felix F

6R

Everleigh
G

6R

All of 6R!

Art

All of 1W!

Japanese

Bonnie H

Ella has been so impressive throughout remote learning. She is organised she checks through her lessons, asks questions and helps others out. She
checks her emails without having to be reminded AND was the most
impressive virtual Master of Ceremonies for our Youth Leadership Program
session. Ella, you have certainly learnt some self-regulation skills this year,
wonderful!
It is wonderful to see Felix so engaged with online learning. He is focused
on completing his work tasks and his writing has been enjoyable to read.
Felix is always the first person to greet me on our Google Meets, it has been
just lovely. Well done Felix.
Everleigh, you should be so proud of the Passion Speech you presented for
Mrs. de Geest during our Youth Leadership program. You chose a mature
topic, had well organised ideas and spoke clearly. Amazing work!
6R, I was blown away by your discussions when working in your ‘parties’ to
decide your ministers and activities for a day in the classroom. You worked
patiently and respectfully and negotiated your ideas well. You are showing
yourselves to have knowledge and skills to be great leaders of the future!
Well done 1W! You are my class of the week as you had the most students
completing their Art lesson during remote learning. I loved seeing your
crazy creatures.
Very well done for learning about Japanese food culture through your
sushi-making with your family. Excellent team work, Bonnie-san!

District Cross Country
We are very proud to say that Tecoma placed

1st

At the Sherbrooke District Cross Country Carnival

The District Cross Country on Friday 21st May at Crystal Brooke Park was a great success.
We had fantastic weather for the cross country with no rain!
Students from our school participated in 2km and 3km races. Tecoma’s 48 competitors
tried their best and achieved really great results. It was pleasing to see that all students
from our school completed the long course. We had some stand out placings:
10 Boy’s Age Group- 1st Mason E, 2nd Ollie W, 4th Jack G, 11th Mason B, 12th James D
10 Girl’s Age Group- 3rd Jessica P, 5th Mya C, 7th Josie W, 12th Zoë G, 13th Olivia F,
15th Hayley C
11 Boy’s Age Group- 2nd Ollie O, 5th Leo G, 10th Jarvis G, 11th Lucas L, 13th Kaj S, 14th Mani
C-D
11 Girl’s Age Group- 4th Emily P, 5th Cleo B, 6th Sienna B, 9th Mikayla S, 13th Ella M,
15th Amelie G
12 Girl’s Age Group- 3rd Matilda H, 5th Sadie G, 9th Lucy S, 11th Millie W, 12th Nayara N
All 31 of these students qualifying for Divisional Cross Country to be held at Yarra Glen on
Tuesday 1st June.
I would like to make special mention of our students who were emergencies and came
prepared for the day, just in case they were required to run. All of our runners earned
valuable points towards our final score and I was very proud of our students.
The team spirit was high throughout the day. There was constant cheering flowing from the
students and parents from Tecoma. All students who attended were well behaved and did a
fantastic job representing our school.
Congratulations on a great day! Good luck to our 31 students attending Divisional Cross
Country.
Good luck!

