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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
NAPLAN:

DATES TO
REMEMBER:
May 11th—May 13th
Naplan Grade 3 & 5

May 11th – Friday 14th May
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is
an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9, made up of tests
in the four areas of:



Reading

Friday May 14th



Writing

Grade 3 Sleepover



Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation)



Numeracy.

At Tecoma Primary School, we take great pride and care in ensuring that
our students are not overwhelmed by the suite of assessments that are
comprised in the NAPLAN schedule. Whilst NAPLAN tests are an important
system level component of the Department of Education, at Tecoma
Primary School they are viewed as just another form of assessment in our
ongoing process of monitoring student achievement.

GRANDPARENTS
DAY
HAS BEEN
CANCELLED
Due to Covid
Restrictions.

In addition, students will also have an opportunity to familiarise themselves
with the types of NAPLAN questions, layout and expected timeframes
within which they are required to work for each of the test domains. We are
confident that our well-considered preparatory procedures will enable your
children to complete the NAPLAN assessment suite with minimal concern.

Year

May 21st
District Cross Country

Tuesday 11
May

Wednesday
12 May

Thursday 13
May

Year 3

Language conventions: 45 minutes
Reading:
minutes
Writing: 40
minutes

45 Numeracy:
minutes

45

Year 5

Language convenReading:
tions:45 minutes
minutes
Writing:40 minutes

50 Numeracy:
minutes

50

May 25 to May 28
Grade 5 Camp
Maldon

CAMPS:
Preparations for this year’s school camps are now well advanced, and our students are looking forward to this experience.
For many students, school camps are a highlight of their school lives, and create many enduring memories. Our staff undertake meticulous organisation to ensure the camp runs smoothly and that all children can enjoy an exciting and safe experience in a highly supported environment.
In the next month, our grade five and six children get to go on school camp after a 12 month hiatus for obvious reasons. Our
grade five children have been preparing themselves for the bike education camp up at Derby Hill, Maldon.
The following week, our grade six children head down to Camp Coonawarra which is just this side of Bairnsdale for an outdoor education camp. The activities of this camp include canoeing, rafting, giant swing, flying fox, hut building, damper making and initiatives.
I know the children can't wait to get away on camp and are really looking forward to the experience. For our parents, work
through the clothing lists and must bring items with your children but get them to pack the bags. You can always make sure
when they are in bed the night before they leave that they haven’t left anything out. The children will get much more out of
packing and organizing everything, knowing they have the responsibility to bring but also bring back everything they have
packed. The children come back with far greater independence and the ability to take on challenges they never thought
they'd be able to do in the past.
Our grade 3/4 children go on their first camp in September.
AEROBICS:
It was a big weekend for three of our grade 6 girls who made it through to the state finals in Geelong with a brilliant demonstration of aerobics at Rowville Secondary College on Sunday. While our supervising teachers Mrs Connell and Mrs Langford have been amazing with their support of the girls, Millie, Nayara and Lucy did much of the choreography themselves
and practiced really hard during the holidays to ensure they had the routine right. The hard work certainly paid dividends and
we wish them well as they head to the state finals on June the 6th.
Congratulations and “go girls!”

SCHOOL CROSSING FEEDBACK:
The following email was received by the school from the Yarra Ranges Council:
“I have recently been contacted by my School Crossing Supervisor with some safety concerns about drivers behaviour at
his School Crossing on Burwood Hwy lights.
I was wondering if you could please notify parents/carers of his safety concerns by putting something in your next newsletter?
To try and keep everyone safe at the crossing I have also reported the safety concerns to the police and logged an incident report to our YRC risk department.
·
Red Light Runners - Instance at least 3 or 4 daily per shift. When this occurs it is difficult to get the number
plate. Occasionally/rarely a right-hand turning vehicle from McNichol Road will not be aware they are facing a Red light
and continue through the intersection.
·

Speeding Vehicles - Daily occurrence however Thursday and Friday afternoon seem to be worse.

·

Right hand turning vehicles from Burwood Hwy onto Sandells Road - Vehicles continue to turn right after green
arrow is extinguished and green walk light is illuminated.

·

Vehicles stopping over crossing path - Instance several per week however more prevalent in wet weather possibly due to more parents driving children to school.

·

"J" walkers , walking against red light and also walking across road a few steps away from the crossing - This is
a common occurrence mainly Adults but also High School Children.”

Please for the safety of all who use the crossing, please share our crossing supervisors concerns with all who drive in
the area. If ever there was a message that could be shared on social media, this would be one. It could just save a life.

PARENTS ONSITE & UPDATED COVID GUIDELINES

There has been a level of uncertainty about whether parents are able to join our assemblies and be in the classrooms. The
extract below is taken from the latest COVID Operations Guide which arrived from DET on the weekend and should provide some clarity for us all.
Density quotients for schools
There continues to be no requirement to limit the number or type of visitors to school premises, however the density limit of
1 person per 2 square metres should be applied to any school spaces accessible to the public. Density limits no longer
apply to gatherings with only students and staff present.

Education and Training and the Department of Health. Please see the information below:
Excursion venues are required to collect contact details and are responsible for managing record keeping for contacttracing in line with current public health directives.
Most venues are required to use electronic record keeping that connects with an Application Programming Interface (API)
linked provider or a digital system provided by Services Victoria.
The Department of Health has strongly recommended that a contact number for each individual student is provided. A
school phone number alone is not considered sufficient. Providing contact details for individual students will expedite contact tracing so that individuals can be contacted by the Department of Health if required.
Parents/carers are advised that, when required, the school will be providing excursion venues with contact details for students. The phone number on school file for the student will be provided as the nominated contact number.
Venues will be collecting student names and contact phone numbers for a legitimate purpose and are subject to Victorian
privacy laws so will handle the information securely and only retain it for the required 28-day period.
COLDS AND FLU:
With the spike in gastro, colds and flu at this time of year, we appreciate your assistance in keeping your child home until
they are completely well. If your child presents at school with coughs and sniffles, it places all students, especially those students with compromised immune systems, and staff, at risk. We are legally required to collect and store digital
or hard copies of absence notes and request that these are sent to school on your child’s first day back. Thank you for your
support.
PARENT NETWORK MEETING:
A reminder that our next parent network meeting is next Tuesday, May 11 at 9am in the staffroom. If you can’t attend, but
would like to be on the email distribution list where you can be kept informed with all the latest in children’s events, school
events and fundraising, please send a schoolstream to the office and we will add you in!
Thank you to our parent network parents who ran the morning munchies on Friday. Events such as these give the children
such joy.
Helping students get ready for the NAPLAN tests
By Michael Grose- www.parentingideas.com.au
The most resilient children and young people are those who rise to meet rather than retreat from the challenges presented
to them. Perhaps it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning experiences rather than dreaded pressure tests.
During the third week of May Australian children in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will take part in the National Assessment Program –
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). The stated purpose of this testing program is to gain an overall picture of educational
attainment levels to assist education policy and decision-making.
The program, first implemented in 2008, has drawn some criticism from a number of different quarters, particularly in regard to the use of the information gained through the NAPLAN tests. You’ve probably heard a number of different viewpoints expressed in the media over the last few weeks.
One view commonly put forward is that the NAPLAN tests put undue pressure on children to perform in test situations. If
so, then perhaps the best approach for parents and teachers is to help them handle the pressure rather than avoid it. The
most resilient children and young people are those who rise to meet rather than retreat from the challenges presented to
them. Perhaps it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning experiences rather than dreaded pressure tests.
Children and young people take their cues from their parents about how to handle many situations. American psychologist
Martin Seligman discovered more than a decade ago, through his research into children’s thinking styles, how closely a
child’s explanatory style mimics that of the parent they spend most time around. Optimistic parents beget optimistic kids,
just as anxious parents can beget anxious kids. The impact of a parent’s explanatory style seems to be magnified somehow in small families where there are fewer voices to be heard.
As a parent it helps your child, if you take a positive view of the NAPLAN tests. It’s better to see them as learning opportunities for kids as well as opportunities to overcome any anxieties or nerves that these tests may bring on. It’s also worth
remembering that many children don’t stress over these tests. The vast majority take them in their stride, wondering what
all the fuss is about.
Whether your child stresses or takes them in his stride here are some tips to help prepare for the NAPLAN tests:

1 Take your cues from your child: If your child doesn’t worry about them then neither should you. Be careful not

to create a problem that doesn’t exist by incessantly talking about, or worse, worrying about the test.

2 Focus on doing their best and trying hard: Choose your words carefully when you speak with your kids.
As with all their learning activities place your focus squarely on effort rather than results. The only pressure on kids
should be to try hard rather than to do well.
3 Listen to any concerns they have: If your child confesses to some nerves then validate their feelings, rather than shut them down with a ‘get over it’ response. “Yes, sometimes tests can be a little scary, but they get easier every time you take them.” Use this as an opportunity to develop some emotional smarts, which starts with recognising how kids feel.
4 Give them some relaxation ideas: Anxious or nervous kids will benefit from some simple relaxation strategies. Taking some deep breaths, changing their thinking and exercising the morning their thinking and exercising
the morning of the test are some simple ways to help kids get some feeling of control.
5 Help them retain their perspective: One way to help children who become excessively anxious about an
event is to ask what’s the worst thing that could happen? Okay, they may not do as well as they would like but the
sun will still rise tomorrow, regardless of how well they do. Keeping perspective is a life skill that we all need to
practise.
A positive, caring parent attitude is one of the best gifts you can give a child when they are apprehensive or nervous about approaching any different situation whether it’s going on school camp, joining a new club or sitting a
NAPLAN test.

This week at assembly:
We:
Welcomed back Harper in grade 1 back to the school after some time in New Zealand
Congratulated our grade 6 aerobics girls who are through to the state finals in Geelong on June
6 after a great performance on Sunday in Rowville
Thanked our Parent network for running and coordinating the morning munchies last week
Congratulated the children on making their Mother's Day gifts and reminded them that they
needed to pay $4 to cover the costs.
Congratulated all the groups of children who've been going out on excursions and incursions in
the past few weeks including the children who went to the MCG and to the Upwey Belgrave
RSL. The Grade six children are going to the Shrine of Remembrance in the city followed by the
HMAS Castlemaine in Williamstown this Friday.
Wished everyone a great week
See you around the school.
Happy Mother’s Day to all of our mums out there.

Words from Mrs Double
NAPLAN:
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. It has been an everyday part of the school calendar since 2008, (except for
last year due to Remote Learning) and takes place in mid-May each year.
NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life,
such as reading, writing, spelling and numeracy. The assessments are undertaken nationwide, every
year.
NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four areas (or ‘domains’) of:



reading



writing



language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation)

numeracy
NAPLAN tests skills in literacy and numeracy that are developed over time through the school curriculum.
That means, from Prep, your child is learning skills in literacy and numeracy, which will assist them when
they sit for these tests in Years 3 and 5 (and also at secondary school in years 7 and 9).
Over the next couple of week’s I will unpack the domains so that you have a greater understanding of
NAPLAN.
ENGLISH
The English part of the Victorian Curriculum requires students to be taught a variety of forms of writing at
school. The three main text types (previously called genres) that are taught are imaginative writing – including narrative writing, informative writing and persuasive writing. In the writing tests, students are provided with a ‘writing stimulus’ (sometimes called a prompt – an idea or topic) and asked to write a response in a particular text type. To date the text types that students have been tested on are narrative
writing and persuasive writing. Informative writing has not yet been tested by NAPLAN.
The writing task targets the full range of student capabilities expected of students from Years 3 to 9. The
same marking guide is used to assess all students' writing, allowing for a national comparison of student
writing capabilities across these year levels.
This week we will take a look at:
WRITING A PERSUASIVE TEXT
A ‘good’ persuasive text is made up of three parts:
An Introduction Which aims to get the reader’s attention by using a ‘hook’
Gives some background information about the topic
Contains a focus statement

The Body of the Argument –

Where the writer provides evidence to support the opinion offered in their statement in the introduction.
The body should consist of at least three paragraphs. Each paragraph states a solid reason which
backs the claim in the original statement.
Since almost all issues have sound arguments on both sides of the question, a good persuasive writer
tries to anticipate opposing viewpoints and provide counter-arguments along with the main points in
the essay.
One of the three paragraphs should be used to discuss opposing viewpoints and your counterarguments.
The Conclusion –
Which restates the focus statement
Summarises the main points (so that the reader recalls the main points of the authors argument)
Concludes with a personal comment or a ‘call for action’.
Assessing the writing task
Students’ writing will be marked by assessors who have received intensive training in the application of a set
of ten writing criteria. Test administration authorities in each state and territory are responsible for the mark-

Marking criterion

Description of persuasive writing marking criterion

Audience

The writer’s capacity to orient, engage and persuade the reader

Text structure

The organisation of the structural components of a persuasive text
(introduction, body and conclusion) into an appropriate and effective
text structure

Ideas

The selection, relevance and elaboration of ideas for a persuasive

Persuasive devices

The use of a range of persuasive devices to enhance the writer’s

Vocabulary

The range and precision of contextually appropriate language choic-

Cohesion

The control of multiple threads and relationships across the text,
achieved through the use of grammatical elements (referring words,
text connectives, conjunctions) and lexical elements (substitutions,
repetitions, word associations)

Paragraphing

The segmenting of text into paragraphs that assists the reader to

Sentence structure

The production of grammatically correct, structurally sound and

Punctuation

The use of correct and appropriate punctuation to aid the reading of

Spelling

The accuracy of spelling and the difficulty of the words used

ing of the writing tests within their jurisdictions. All markers across Australia use the same marking rubric,
receive the same training and are subject to the same quality assurance measures.
How does a Persuasive Text differ from a Narrative?

The main purpose of a Narrative text type is to entertain through storytelling and to engage the reader in an
imaginative experience. Typical examples of narratives that children will encounter take the form of fairy tales, myths and legends. Children’s creative writing experiences will often take the form of narrative writing.

What elements make up a good Narrative?

The Plot: the sequence of events that take place in a story.

The Setting: the time and place in which the events of a story take place.

Characterisation: the methods used to present the personality of a character in a narrative.

The Atmosphere: the general mood or feeling established in a piece of literature.

A point of view: who is narrating the story (2 main types: first person, Third Person)

The conflict: the central problem that drives the action of the story.

All our students are able to use many of the skills and strategies they have learned through our Seven Steps to
Writing Success

Marking criterion

Description of narrative writing marking criterion

Audience

The writer’s capacity to orient, engage and affect the reader

Text structure

The organisation of narrative features including orientation, complication and resolution into an appropriate and effective text structure

Ideas

The creation, selection and crafting of ideas for a narrative

Character and setting

Character: The portrayal and development of character
Setting: The development of a sense of place, time and atmosphere

Vocabulary

The range and precision of contextually appropriate language
choices

Cohesion

The control of multiple threads and relationships across the text,
achieved through the use of grammatical elements (referring
words, text connectives, conjunctions) and lexical elements
(substitutions, repetitions, word associations)

Paragraphing

The segmenting of text into paragraphs that assists the reader to
negotiate the narrative

Sentence structure

The production of grammatically correct, structurally sound and
meaningful sentences

Punctuation

The use of correct and appropriate punctuation to aid the reading
of the text

Spelling

The accuracy of spelling and the difficulty of the words used

I hope you can continue developing these skill with your children at home (using the guide above), and have
them telling or retelling some exciting narratives and by having some ‘healthy debates’ with them so that they
can practise their persuasive skills with you.

NAPLAN Reading
In the English learning area of each State and Territory curriculum, students develop language and literacy skills and
then apply these skills across a full range of learning areas. The NAPLAN reading tests measure literacy proficien-

cy across the English learning area in line with the Australian Curriculum: English.

These tests focus on the reading of written English. Knowledge and interpretation of language conventions in context are also an important part of reading and are drawn upon in many reading questions.
In the tests, students are provided with a magazine containing a range of texts that illustrate different
writing styles. Students read the texts provided, then answer related questions in a separate booklet.
The skills demonstrated in reading are dependent on the complexity and accessibility of the text. Typically students engage with more complex texts as their reading comprehension skills improve.
There is a very wide range of reading ability levels at each school year level so the tests start with simple, short texts and get increasingly longer and harder.

Year 3
In Year 3, reading texts tend to have predictable text and sentence structures. Words that may be unfamiliar are explained in the writing or through the accompanying illustrations. Typically, these texts use
familiar, everyday language.
At the minimum standard, Year 3 students generally make some meaning from short texts, such as stories and simple reports, which have some visual support. They make connections between directly stated information and between text and pictures.
When reading simple imaginative texts, students can:
find directly stated information
connect ideas across sentences and paragraphs
interpret ideas, including some expressed in complex sentences
identify a sequence of events
infer the writer’s feelings.
When reading simple information texts, students can:
find directly stated information
connect an illustration with ideas in the text
locate a detail in the text
identify the meaning of a word in context
connect ideas within a sentence and across the text
identify the purpose of the text
identify conventions such as lists and those conventions used in a letter.

Year 5
In Year 5, reading texts may include a range of genre including biographies, autobiographies and persuasive texts such as advertisements. Sentence structure may be varied. Some unfamiliar vocabulary is
included, particularly subject-specific words, but its use will be supported by text and illustrations.
At the minimum standard, Year 5 students generally interpret ideas in simple texts and make connections between ideas that are not stated. They identify the purpose of a text as well as parts of a text
such as diagrams and illustrations.
When reading a short narrative, students can:
locate directly stated information

connect and interpret ideas
recognise the relationship between text and illustrations
interpret the nature, behaviour and motivation of characters
identify cause and effect.
When reading an information text, students can:
locate directly stated information
connect ideas to identify cause and effect
identify the main purpose for the inclusion of specific information, diagrams and illustrations
identify the meaning of a phrase in context
infer the main idea of a paragraph.
When reading a biography or autobiography, students can:
connect ideas
identify the main purpose of the text
make inferences about the impact of an event on the narrator
interpret an idiomatic phrase or the meaning of a simple figurative expression.
When reading a persuasive text such as an advertisement, students can:
locate directly stated information
identify the main idea of a paragraph or the main message of the text.

Enjoy your week

‘Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most of all, love of what you are doing or learning to do’.
Pele

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS
Monday Morning

9.00am to 9:30am

Thursday Morning

9.00am to 9.30am

Thursday Afternoon

3.00pm to 3.30pm

*Orders outside these hours can be made through the Qkr app & will
be given to your child to bring home.

Inter-House Cross Country
Well done to all our Prep to 6 students who participated in Tecoma’s interhouse cross country on Wednesday. It was great to see so many students
get into the house spirit and wear team colours to the event.
The top 8 students (from grade 3 to 6) in the 9/10, 11 and 12/13 age groups
will now go on to represent our school at The Sherbrooke District Cross
Country Carnival taking place at Crystal Brooke Park at Cardinia Reservoir on Friday 21st May.
I would like to say a huge thank-you to all our parents who volunteered
their time to man the race course as well as some of our wonderful teachers
and past students who ran as race hares and tortoises. Without their help
events like this would not be possible.
The house results for 2021 are as follows:

1st Alinta
2nd Binowee
3rd Karee
4th Mungarie
Well Done Everyone!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE
Prep K

NAME
Issac.S

REASON
Isaac put 100% effort into our Maths sessions this week, using ten
frames and number lines to calculate the answers to a series of addition
sums. It was wonderful to see how proud you were of your
achievements Isaac, well done and keep up the great work!

Prep P

Len.K

CONGRATULATIONS Lenny, for being the very first student in Prep P
to receive your Red Words! I’m very proud of you. You are being
becoming an excellent reader.

Prep Y

Jensen.T

Jensen you have been working so hard this term, to develop your
confidence in trying tricky tasks. You are now telling yourself that you
CAN do things even when they are hard! This has allowed you to grow
more confident to try new things. Awesome job!

1W

Sonny. P

You have been working extremely hard this term Sonny! With your
reading you have really taken off and moved up 6 levels! You should
be very proud of your achievements! Fantastic effort, keep it up Sonny!

1W

Ruby. N

Ruby you are continuing to surprise me with your enthusiasm and
your eagerness to learn and grow in all learning areas! You are always
willing to help your peers and teacher without having to be asked. Keep
up the brilliant work Ruby, you are making me very proud!

1D

Kieran.W

Kieran, you are a focused and curious learner and always try your best
in all learning areas, giving 100% when completing learning activities.
Keep up your brilliant efforts and being the friendly person you are!

2L

Charlie.I

Charlie has been working hard to improve her reading skills. She has
developed a love of reading and is practising her reading daily. She has
achieved her goal of graduating from the reading room and is now
aiming for chapter books.

2L

Alanah.S

2R

Jono. G

Alannah has developed her reading skills and is enjoying reading every
day. She has recently graduated from the reading room and is now
working hard to ensure she continues to climb the reading levels. Keep
up the fantastic work Alannah!
Jono, you should be super proud of your efforts to get organised and
ready to learn each morning. You have consistently been the first
person reading silently when we come in, and I can see that you are
more focused on completing your tasks each day. Keep it up!

OFFICE NEWS
NOTICES:
Please remember that we send notices out through
the School Stream app to reduce our paper usage.
TERM 2 LEVIES:

Prep

$30.00

Grade 1/2

$35.00

Grade 3/4

$32.00

Grade 5/6

$32.00

GRADE 5 & 6 CAMP PAYMENTS ARE DUE:
Dear Parents/Guardians, please be aware that for your
child/children to attend camp, the cost must be paid prior to them
attending, unless you have made other arrangements with the office.
If you are not sure of your balance, please contact the girls in the
office and they will assist you.
STUDENT ENROLEMENT INFORMATION
Over the next few weeks we will be emailing you your child’s enrolment information for your perusal and amendments (if necessary).
We ask that you update any information, especially contact details, employment changes etc. It can be emailed back to the school email account, or
dropped into the school office.
If you do not receive this information, please let us know, as we might not have
your correct email address.
Thank you for your assistance in this important matter.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

2W

Johnny. W

Johnny was very engaged in our Science lesson about mealworms.
When we were discussing what makes a “fair test” he was able to list a
few of the variables that could affect the outcome of our investigation,
which is “What happens to the growth of mealworms over time, when
we change the temperature and light?” Great job Professor Johnny.

2R

Hailey. D

Hailey, thank you for being you. Your kindness and awareness of your
classmates and willingness to help others is lovely to see.

It is wonderful having you as a member of our grade!
3/4R

Hayley. C

For being a Multiplication Ninja Master! Hayley has been working hard
during our Multiplication Ninja sessions. Her hard work has paid off and
she has earnt all her belts! Well done Ninja Hayley!

3/4B

Evey. T

For showing great persistence and never giving up during learning time.
Evey always has a growth mindset and is willing to give things a go. I
love your risk taking attitude and attitude to learning Evey, well done!

3/4W

Tom. H

Tom showed off his natural speaking skills in his role as Chairperson in
this week's class meeting. He confidently introduced agenda items and
promptly selected students to share their views. You did a brilliant job
Tom! Well done!

3/4NP

Logan. V

For your excellent attitude to the Timestable Ninja challenge this week.
Logan you took on your light green belt with great enthusiasm and
were even eager to do your test after just two days of practise! Well
done on a great attitude to your learning.

5U

Jack. B

For your wonderful efforts in preparing the students in the class for the
cross country. You really stepped into your teacher assistant role and
showed great leadership. Keep up the great work!

6G

Jasmine.B

Japanese

Ethan.G

Jasmine aims for her personal best in everything she does. She should
be incredibly proud of the effort she placed into her ‘All About Me’
speech as part of our public speaking course. It was well rehearsed,
prepared and delivered. Such a great effort Jasmine!
For his excellent note-taking strategy to remember the Hiragana blends
(sounds) efficiently.
Fantastic effort, Ethan-kun!

NEW UNIFORM SHOP
HOURS!!

Our uniform shop hours are:
Monday & Thursday morning

9.00am-9.30am
Thursday afternoon
3.00pm-3.30pm
Orders outside these hours can be made
through the Qkr app. & will be given to your
child to bring home.

