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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
DATES TO
REMEMBER:

MAY
Friday 21st
District Cross Country
Crystal Brook Park
Cardinia Reservoir
Select Students only
Tuesday 25th Friday 28th
Maldon Bike Ed Camp
Grade 5’s

Monday 31st - Friday
June 4th
Camp Coonawarra
Grade 6’s

JUNE
Tuesday 1st
Division Cross Country
Yarra Valley Racecourse

Select Students only
Wednesday 2nd
District Sports
Various Venues
Grade 5’s

READING IS EVERYTHING!
As the colder months
descend on us and the days
get shorter, there is no better
time to grab a book and curl
up under the doona or in
front of the fire. By any
measure, reading for more
than 15 minutes per day has
enormous benefits for life
outcomes. 15 minutes is the
magic number. Not 14, not
10, definitely not 5. 15+
minutes of active reading
helps
students
achieve
higher academic growth than
their peers. 30 minutes is
even better and 60 minutes
has enormous benefits. Studies show that only 18% of students read
for 30 minutes per night and that at 60 minutes, student growth is on
average 48% higher than the average, no matter what the child’s
background. The table above also shows the correlation between high
reading engagement against international student rankings. Those
coming from the lowest socioeconomic backgrounds achieve well
above the international average if they read regularly. If we compare a
student from a low socioeconomic background who does not read
daily, with a student from a high background that does, the difference
is massive. That difference is cut dramatically by high reading
engagement.
The evidence could not be clearer. If you want your child to succeed,
read to them and give them plenty of opportunities to read. If you still
have pre-schoolers, the research shows how significant being read to
is, enabling students to start school with reading skills well above their
peers. From my own experience, when my own children wanted to
stay up later, our first negotiation led to bedtime being extended by 30
minutes, on the proviso that they read in bed for those 30 minutes.
Not only did it help them fall asleep as they disconnected from the
day, but it boosted their reading time. Win-win-win! As I have said
many, many times, reading is everything and is the key to your child
enjoying a successful future.

NAPLAN
Congratulations to our Year 3 and Year 5 cohorts of students that have participated in Language
conventions, Writing and Reading as well as the Numeracy component completed last week.
Individual student performance is shown on a national achievement scale for each test. A
NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later in the year. It is important to note that NAPLAN
is a snapshot of where students are performing at the time of the test and is just one aspect of
the schools assessment and reporting. NAPLAN test results are used by the school to discuss
student progress, additional support, and strengths and weaknesses in the teaching program.
GRADE 3 SLEEPOVER
Congratulations to our grade 3 children on their sleepover on Friday night. Our staff reported that
the children settled really well which was the aim as they head towards their camp in late August.
A big thank you to our grade 3/4 teaching team, Chris from Out of School Hours Care,
Mrs. Double and Mr. McLean who gave up their Friday night and Saturday morning for the
children's benefit.
Best wishes to our grade five children who go on their Bike Ed camp to Maldon next week and to
our grade six children who go to Camp Coonawarra the following week for challenging outdoor
activities.
Let's hope for some of the same weather that we've had this week, crisp mornings and beautiful
days!
SCHOOL PRODUCTION
As you would know, every second year, we have our whole school production. Last year was not
a production year which was quite lucky for us as we wouldn't have been able to run it in the form
we are used to.
This year is our production year and we have been preparing our casts from the children in grade
5-6 who tried out for the lead roles. The other classes are also preparing their whole class item.
We have held our school productions for more than 10 years at Discovery Church in Mt. Evelyn.
Last month, we were contacted by Discovery to say that due to COVID precautions, they are
having their auditorium at half capacity (It is classed as a religious venue and not a theatre) which
is 320 seats instead of 640 seats.
We usually fill the auditorium to capacity across 2 nights (we have two casts, one on each night).
It enables every family to see their child on stage across the 2 nights, remembering we have over
300 families at our school.
With the Discovery policy on only having half capacity, we are looking at alternatives to keep our
production in the format that we usually run it. We certainly don’t want to run any more than 2
nights so we are looking at alternatives. Our music teacher, Mrs. Connell has written off to a
number of venues to see what they are doing about capacity, trying to stay not too far from
Tecoma but also ensuring we don’t run our production at a financial loss.
Should nothing come about that will match what we normally run, we may have to look at
alternatives to how we run it. Of course, it may be in this moving feast that is the COVID era that
Discovery may go back to 100% capacity.
Nothing is set in concrete at this stage. We will let you know once we know more but the time is
getting closer where we will have to move to one plan and stay with it.
SCHOOL CROSSING SUPERVISORS
There is a shortage of school crossing supervisors in the Yarra Ranges. If you are looking for
something in that field or know someone who wishes to move into that field, please see the
advertisement in this week's newsletter.
KINDER CARPARK
The committee at the pre school have politely sent a reminder for our school parents to not park
in the kinder carpark. The kinder sessions are as follows;
Monday: 8am – 1pm & 1:30 – 4:30pm
Tuesday: 9 – 2pm
Wednesday: 8:30 – 11:30 & 12 – 5pm
Thursday: 9 – 2pm

While the above are the session times, the signage does clearly state in the car park that it is to
be used by parents of children attending the preschool only. This is also the case at the
audiology clinic on the corner of Burwood Hwy and McNicol Rd.
Can we as a school community please respect that signage.
Thanks for your assistance.
BUDDY BENCH
If you walk up from the train station past the grade two portables, you may have noticed the new
seat around the oak tree. This came as a result of a donation from a past student in the 1960’s
who wanted to give something back to the school.
Last week, we met with the student action team, consisting of some grade six children and a representative from every class in the school. They discussed how they wanted to use the seat and
what sort of signage would be above. There were some great discussions. The children are now
going to take it back to their classes for discussion. It’s important that the children have input into
its use as the most effective way for children to buy in is to give them a voice.

BUILDING CONFIDENCE
Congratulations to all of our students who did their very best throughout the NAPLAN testing.
Some parents may have been concerned regarding the level of anxiety that some children were
feeling before the testing. I can assure parents while NAPLAN is Australia wide testing that is
done every year and all schools are expected to participate, we do not put extra emphasis on this
activity and we hope this then extends to the children.
It is natural for children to feel a little nervous about doing something new but each new
experience, if handled appropriately, can build confidence and emotional resilience. As children
progress through their schooling, they will invariably be asked to sit numerous tests, it is a part of
schooling life. To prepare, do your best and then move on to the next challenge is character
building. So whilst I can appreciate that these tests do cause a degree of anxiety in some
children, we will be moving on to exciting learning opportunities and any worries about the testing
can be put aside. In terms of the results, we tend to use school wide results and track the growth
of cohorts of students, rather than focus on a one off individual result.
Building confidence in our children is an ongoing effort that all parents can embrace at any time
of the day in a range of interactions and activities. We also need to be aware that we can

unintentionally affect our children’s self confidence by our own language and behaviour.
Instilling confidence takes more than heaping praise on children. Here are 11 practical
confidence-building strategies for parents of children and young people.
Children with healthy self-esteem and self-confidence learn more, achieve more and are
generally happier than those with low confidence levels.
Building children’s and young people’s confidence is complex. It’s more than being a praise robot
and heaping positive comments on a child at the first sign of them doing something well.
Confidence building requires a number of approaches that impact on how they think, how they
feel and what they can do.
Here are ten practical strategies that you can use to build real self-confidence in kids of all ages:
1. Model confident thinking
Children soak up the language, thinking and behaviour of those closest to them in their
environment. Parents and teachers, play a part in modelling confident thinking and behaviour
particularly when it comes to tackling new activities. In particular, let kids hear positive self-talk
when you tackle something new. They should hear something like, “I’ll have a go at this. If I don’t
do so well then I can try again tomorrow.” This is far more effective than “I’m no good at this. I’ll
probably muck it up.”
2. Focus on effort & improvement
Current thinking shows that people who believe that they can increase their intelligence through
effort and challenge actually get smarter and do better in school, work, and life over time. One
way to develop a growth mindset is to focus your language on effort and improvement rather than
on the results of what they do. By linking success with effort you are teaching them success
comes from something other than purely their ability, talents or smarts.
3. Praise strategy
While effort is key for achievement, it's not the only thing. Children need to try new strategies and
seek input from others when they're stuck. They need this repertoire of approaches – not just
sheer effort – to learn and improve. It helps too to focus language on better and smarter ways on
improving. Comments such as “That was a smart idea to tackle the hardest task while you were
fresh!” (strategy) and “You recognised the first few steps were the most important but then after
that you were right” are descriptive statements that have significant instructional value for
children.
4. Develop self-help skills from an early age
A child’s self-esteem comes as a result of his or her successes and accomplishments. The most
important competencies to build confidence are basic self-help skills. These form the building
blocks upon which other competencies such as organisational skills and many social skills are
formed.
5. Give them real responsibility
From a young age start giving children responsibility for some aspects of their lives. By giving
kids responsibility for many aspects of their lives we are sending a powerful message that we
think they are capable. Also they are learning the skills necessary to care for themselves.
6. Practise unconditional acceptance
Your ability to accept children and young people’s best efforts in any area of endeavour,
irrespective of the results, will go a long way toward to determining their self-esteem and
confidence. If a child makes their bed to the very best of their ability, resist fixing it, even though it
may fall short of your adult standards. Instead remind them next time of how to do it well.
7. Expand their horizons
Some kids are confident and capable at home but are fearful and nervous when it comes to new
social situations and unfamiliar environments. Children today, have less opportunity than those in
the past to negotiate and explore unpredictable situations. Wherever possible look for
opportunities to expand children’s horizons to include unfamiliar places and unfamiliar locations
including catching public transport and walking to friends’ places unattended when capable.
8. Recognise improvement
Focus your comments on children’s effort and improvement rather than on winning the game or
getting top marks. Help kids set realistic goals in line with their capabilities and interests.
Learning five new spelling words a week maybe more realistic than 20 words that their school
may require.

9. Build teaching and training into your day
Teaching and training needs to be part of the everyday repertoire of a parent. This means we
need to add a little extra time to many of our interactions so we can help children acquire many of
the basic skills of living, whether it is a young child learning to do up his or her shoelaces or a
teenager learning how to fill out his or her tax form for a part-time job. When adults are busy it is
often easier to do things ourselves.
10. Ask children for help
Doing things together is a great way to build competency and build the confidence that mastery
brings. A simple way to initiate joint activity is to ask your child or young person to give you hand
with something. Better still, get them to teach you or show you how to do something you are unfamiliar with. Being a teacher rather than the learner is a great confidence-builder particularly for
those children who struggle with activities that others find easy.
Most importantly, great parents and teachers have a knack of communicating confidence in kids.
They find ways to let children know that they believe in them – that they know their kids will perform and succeed, that they have faith that they can deal with life’s challenges and know that
they can become more independent.

PUNCTUALITY STAR
Congratulations Heather S in 3/4H and Gabby W in 2R for being Punctuality Stars! Heather and
Gabby were here at 9 o’clock when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order.
Well done Heather & Gabby!
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY
This week at assembly, we:
Handed out some wonderful Student of the week achievements
Congratulated all of our grade three children on their sleepover on Friday night and thanked all of
our wonderful staff who made the night happen, going way above the Call of Duty sleeping in the
same building as 67 children.
Have a great weekend, see you around the school.
Rohan Thompson
Principal

Office News...
Camps, Levies etc can be paid via
Qkr!, direct deposit or at the office.
LOST PROPERTY WE HAVE LOADS OF LOST PROPERTY.
ABSENCES If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the school
via School Stream, email or phone before 10.30am on the day of their absence.

This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.
A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be sent to them within the required
time frames.
Enrolments
Student enrolment details are in the process of being emailed out. Please take the time to check
these and reply to us with any amendments so we can keep our records up to date.
Uniform
New jumper and bomber jacket purchases will be named when we hand them out to you/your
child/ren effective immediately
Lunch Orders
Please check THE DATE when ordering your child’s lunch on the Qkr! App.

WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE:

NAPLAN
Last week the year 3 & 5 students completed the NAPLAN. Below is some information about NAPLAN
Numeracy:

NAPLAN NUMERACY
The NAPLAN numeracy tests measure the achievement of students in numeracy. The main reference for
numeracy as well as mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding is the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics. The numeracy tests assess the proficiency strands of understanding, fluency, problem-solving and reasoning across the three content strands of mathematics: number and algebra; measurement and
geometry; and statistics and probability.
The numeracy tests contain two types of items: multiple-choice and constructed response. In Years 7
and 9, students will sit one numeracy test. This test will have two parts: one where calculator use is
permitted and one where it is not.

The Minimum standards for Year 3 are:
Number
In number, students at the minimum standard at Year 3 generally recognise, compare and order whole
numbers with up to three digits, recognising standard representations and different ways of partitioning
one- and two-digit numbers.
Students meeting the minimum standard have typically developed computational fluency with addition
and subtraction of small whole numbers. They generally add and subtract two-digit numbers, add the
value of coins and use partitioning and grouping to solve simple problems.
Whole numbers
Students read, recognise and count with whole numbers up to three digits. For example, students can
generally:

recognise three-digit numbers in words and symbols

recognise odd and even numbers

make given numbers larger or smaller by 1, by 10 or by 100

count forwards and backwards by 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s

skip count by 2s, 5s and 10s.
Students compare and order whole two-digit numbers. They use place value knowledge up to the
hundreds to interpret different representations of whole numbers. For example, students can generally:

compare and order two-digit numbers

partition one- and two-digit numbers in different ways

recognise different standard representations of numbers in hundreds, tens and ones.
Fractions and decimals
Students halve small amounts and recognise a half and a quarter in familiar contexts. They start to
interpret decimals in a money context. For example, students can generally:

recognise a half and find half of discrete quantities or amounts

find half of a symmetrical object

interpret key decimals in money contexts as dollars and cents.
Calculating
Students recall basic number facts with small numbers and use them to complete addition and
subtraction calculations. They recognise situations involving making equal groups. For example, students
can generally:
recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20
use partitioning to assist addition and subtraction of one- and two-digit numbers
interpret repeated addition as multiplication
form equal groups of objects, given a visual support
count and record the total value of coins in dollars and cents (up to $5).

Applying number
Students generally identify situations and problems that require addition or subtraction with small
numbers. For example, students can generally:
use addition or subtraction to solve routine problems
start to link the correct mathematical terms to the relevant operations (e.g. sum, difference, equal
groups or equal sharing)
recognise situations involving a single operation.
Space
In space, students at the minimum standard generally recognise basic 2D shapes and their properties
such as length of sides, and size of angles or areas. They typically recognise and visualise familiar 2D
shapes such as triangles, squares and circles, and common 3D objects such as cubes, prisms, cylinders
and cones. They also recognise standard 2D representations of common 3D objects, line of symmetry
and single turns. They generally follow simple directions to find locations on grids and informal maps.
Classification and properties of shapes
Students typically recognise and describe familiar 2D shapes and common 3D objects. They identify
them within sketches, diagrams or photographs. For example, students can generally:
identify familiar 2D shapes such as squares, rectangles, triangles and circles
identify families of common 3D objects such as prisms, cones, cylinders
recognise models and 2D diagrams of common 3D objects
differentiate between 2D shapes and 3D objects
recognise angles in shapes, objects and in turns
visualise simple objects made of cubes.
Transformations
Students recognise line of symmetry in simple 2D shapes. They recognise simple transformations of
familiar shapes. For example, students can generally:
use folding or other techniques to identify a line of symmetry
recognise the effect of a single flip, slide or turn
use symmetry or transformations to continue patterns.
Location and movement
Students identify pathways and specific locations on simple informal maps, grids and plans. For example,
students can generally:

identify the key features of simple informal maps, grids and plans

use alpha-numeric coordinates to locate position on simple grids

interpret informal maps or grids of familiar environments

follow directions for moving from one point to another using the language of turns.
Algebra, function and pattern
In algebra, function and pattern, students at the minimum standard have pre-algebraic skills and
concepts that relate mostly to number sense. They relate known facts to simple number sentences and
number patterns.
Students at the minimum standard can typically complete addition or subtraction number sentences
involving small numbers correctly. They can model familiar situations with addition or subtraction
number sentences. Students can identify relationships between consecutive terms in number patterns
with constant addition or subtraction of small numbers.
Equivalence
Students at the minimum standard level recognise equivalences in a variety of ways. For example,
students can generally:

recognise a familiar correspondence between two sets of objects

order objects according to a common criterion

follow a short sequence of instructions

recognise an equivalent form of a number or a simple expression

identify the same attribute in measurement or spatial contexts.

Patterns
Students identify and continue patterns and sequences that show increase, decrease and repetition. For
example, students can generally:

recognise and continue a number pattern with a constant addition or subtraction of a small whole
number

identify the change between consecutive terms in a simple pattern.
Measurement, chance and data
In measurement, chance and data, students at the minimum standard at Year 3 are generally able to
visually compare by length ordered objects and to choose the instrument that measures length.
Students can also calculate areas or volumes by counting whole units. They are able to read and tell key
times on digital and analogue clocks.
Students meeting the minimum standard record data using one-to-one correspondence and read data
presented in simple tables, two-way tables and pictographs with one-to-one or one-to-two
correspondence.
Measures
Students identify and distinguish the attributes of shapes and objects with respect to length, area,
volume and mass. They start to use informal units to compare, measure and order a set of objects
according to a specified attribute. For example, students can generally:

understand the language used to describe length in familiar contexts

measure length using informal units

compare and order objects according to a specific attribute - length, capacity or area.
Students choose and use standard metric units such as metre, centimetre, litre and kilogram. They
estimate and compare measurements, and choose appropriate instruments to measure to the nearest
unit. For example, students can generally:

decide whether containers hold less, about the same or more than a litre

use informal units to estimate length, volume and mass of familiar objects

use some relationships between standard units, e.g. 1h = 60 min, 1m = 100 cm

read whole-number scales with all calibrations shown.
Students read times and dates using clocks and calendars. For example, students can generally:

read half and quarter hour times on analogue clocks

read time on digital clocks in hours and minutes

recognise the time half an hour before or after a given time.
Data
Students read data present in tallies and simple tables. They make statements about familiar events that
are likely or unlikely to happen. For example, students can generally:

read and interpret data presented in lists, tallies, tables, pictographs (1:1 or 1:2 correspondence)
or simple column graphs and two-way tables

make qualitative judgements about data in frequency tables

identify variation of data in tables and graphs.
Working mathematically
In working mathematically, the emphasis is on the processes rather than strand-specific content. In
working mathematically, students at the minimum standard at Year 3 can generally recognise and
respond to routine questions addressing known facts in familiar contexts.
Students recall basic facts, terms, procedures or properties of numbers and recognise simple shapes in
familiar contexts. For example, students can generally:

recall names of familiar shapes, symbols and notations

recognise images of familiar 2D shapes and 3D objects, and equivalent forms of whole numbers
and simple number sentences

calculate with small numbers and coins

retrieve information from simple tables, graphs and pictographs

group shapes, objects or numbers according to a common attribute or property

compare shapes and objects by lengths, areas and masses.

Students’ ability to apply known problem-solving strategies and procedures to solve routine problems is
essential for their progress and for their cognitive development.
For example, students can generally:

select the correct operation or a number sentence for a given situation

compare information presented in familiar forms

interpret simple diagrams and tables

construct number sentences by using known facts

follow simple instructions

solve routine problems involving one or two steps.
As you can see there are many parts of Numeracy being taught and assessed by your child’s classroom
teacher. The minimum standards for numeracy describe some of the skills and understandings students
are generally expected to demonstrate at their particular year of schooling.
The standards are intended to be a snapshot of typical achievement and do not describe the full
range of what students are taught or what they may achieve.
Even though NAPLAN has been completed for this year, I will outline the Minimum Standards for Year 5
Students in my article in our next newsletter.
Have a great week!
Di Double
“We can all make a difference in the lives of others in need, because it is the most simple of gestures that
make the most significant of differences.”
Miya Yamanouchi

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

Dash N

Dash has had me absolutely swimming in the Green Zone this week! He has
approached every learning task with a “can do” attitude, and has been an
enthusiastic contributor to all our daily classroom discussions.
Wonderful effort Dash!

Prep P

Solena L

For the delightful and imaginative illustrations that Sol produces to accompany
her pieces of work. Sol you are SO artistic and creative. I LOVE all your drawings!

1W

Liam F

During our Integrated session of “Are you Game?”, Liam was very cooperative
when playing with his peers. He offered to help straight away when his team was
having difficulty sorting out the different roles in the game. I was very impressed
with your leadership skills and your enthusiasm! Keep it up Liam!

3/4H

Elliot E

Elliot wrote a brilliant Sizzling Start in a persuasive piece of writing! He wasn’t
quite sure how to do this but after listening to the teacher’s advice and looking at
examples of this type of writing in class, he did a wonderful job of engaging his
readers. Well done Elliot!

3/4H

Hayley W

Hayley puts her best effort into all that she does! She starts work promptly, tries
really hard and asks for help when she needs it. Well done Hayley, keep up the
good work!

3/4NP

Austin L

We are so impressed by the efforts you have made to remember and follow our
class expectations. Austin we can see your awareness of the important things to
remember in class have improved and we look forward to seeing more of it!
Way to go Austin!

3/4R

Maeve B

For writing an amazing autobiography about her life so far. Maeve did a
wonderful job this week in our writing lessons, making sure she put in her
personal best. She used resources in the room and a checklist to bump up her
writing. Well done Maeve!

3/4W

Billy B

Billy, I was so impressed by the great example you set at the Grade 3 sleepover.
When some of your friends felt nervous about sleeping away from home, you
shared your toys and helped make them feel at ease. You will be a very helpful
friend to have on our camp later this year! Well done Billy!!!

5G

Callum H

Callum has shone this week. During our parliament incursion, Callum stepped
into the role of ‘Freedom Party’ leader. He memorised his lines and delivered
them persuasively to his audience, finishing with flair. This was super impressive,
and although the Freedom Party’s values didn’t align with mine, I almost wanted
to vote for them because of Callum’s performance as their leader. Well done
Callum, you’ve got my vote!

5U

Aston N

Aston, I am very proud at the way you approached the Scavenger Hunt. You
showed great resilience, teamwork and leadership when working with your group.
You had a growth mindset throughout the hunt and when some of the clues
weren’t the easiest, you took it upon yourself to motivate your teammates to
keep going and persevering. We are very lucky to have you as part of our class,
Aston!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE
6F

NAME
Isaiah C

REASON

6F

Ryder B

Ryder and his partner Isaiah were so engaged in beginning the creation of their
Fantastic Racer on Tuesday. They blew me away with their enthusiasm and
obvious enjoyment in creating their car. Their design is clever and they managed
to put their circuit together first time, no problem! Such excellent work Ryder.

6G

Lucy S

Lucy delivered an entertaining speech on Sesame Street as part of her public
speaking course. It was well prepared, engaging and humorous….she should be
incredibly proud of her effort. It is just wonderful to see her so interested in her
learning. Keep up the great work Lucy!

6R

Ronan D

Ronan takes a creative approach to learning in all areas. His writing and formal
presentations include unique perspectives and he makes use of a range of
strategies to engage readers and audiences. Ronan also demonstrated his
creativity on the Year 6 Art Excursion, showing mastery of a range of artistic
methods to develop powerful art works.

Art

All of 6F!

6F were superstars on Wednesday afternoon. They helped out their classmates,
were focused on their animal collages and their creativity shone through in their
work. You are a delight to teach!

Japanese

Jasmine D

For always being respectful and committed to do her very best during the
Japanese class. Excellent effort, Jas-san!

Isaiah and his partner Ryder were so engaged in beginning the creation of their
Fantastic Racer on Tuesday. They blew me away with their enthusiasm and
obvious enjoyment in creating their car. Their design is clever and they managed
to put their circuit together first time, no problem! Such excellent work Isaiah.

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS
Monday Morning

9.00am to 9:30am

Thursday Morning

9.00am to 9.30am

Thursday Afternoon

3.00pm to 3.30pm

*Orders outside these hours can be made through the Qkr app & will be
given to your child to bring home.

