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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
DATES TO
REMEMBER:
APRIL
Monday 26th
Whole School ANZAC
Day Service 9.00am
Thursday 29th
RSL visit and BBQ
Year 6’s
APRIL
Wednesday 5th
Whole School
Cross Country
Region Tennis
Templestowe Reserve
Select Students Only
Thursday 6th
Whole School Photos
School Pix

Friday 7th
Shrine Service & Tour
Year 6’s

WELCOME BACK
Welcome to Term 2 everyone. I hope
everyone had a safe and pleasant break, or at
least had more time as a family, as I
understand many people still need to work
through. I can’t remember better weather for
the first term holidays than what we have just
experienced, especially in the first week, so
there is no reason why the children should not have been able to get out
and enjoy the great outdoors, whether it was away on holidays or out in the
backyard or in the park with their friends.
I popped in a few times during the break and it was great to see so many
people using the yard. The vandals appear to have left us alone with only a
bit of rubbish to clean up before the children resumed. We had a number of
jobs done in the holidays just to maintain the school, items like staining the
deck etc. that can’t be done when children are onsite.
With Easter being the start of the holidays, I hope the children were
gluttonous in their Easter egg eating and have exhausted their supply
before they returned to their classes!
We are really looking forward to the second term of the year after such a
great start in Term 1. A reminder that this term is 10 weeks and ends on
Friday 25th June.
There is much planned for the children to do and learn about this term as
we begin our whole school focus on HISTORY.
Term 2 promises to be busy and exciting for everyone at TPS, including
NAPLAN, Education Week, ANZAC Day services, Grandparents Day,
Cross Country, Advanced Presentation Skills and HMAS Castlemaine
service at the Shrine in Melbourne for the grade 6 children and many other
exciting activities. We also have the grade 5 camp to Maldon, grade 6
camp to Coonawarra this term and a grade 3 sleepover at school in lieu of
that group of children not being able to have a grade 2 sleepover last year
due to you know what!
I encourage all parents to put ten minutes aside each week to read the
school newsletter, stay informed and get involved in events and learning
programs whenever possible. There is always a lot for the children to
participate in and engage with at our school. Staff look forward to a very
busy and rewarding term for the children.
ANZAC DAY
As always, we will be conducting a whole school ANZAC DAY assembly on
Monday, April 26th from 9.00am –9.30am. Our children will be leading this
very important assembly as we recognise and learn about the importance
of ANZAC DAY. We encourage community members to attend this special
assembly. Any children or community members that would like to lay a
wreath or flowers at the base of our flagpole are invited to do so during this
service.

TEACHING OUR CHILDREN ABOUT ANZAC DAY
There are many ways that parents can get their children
involved in the ANZAC Day experience and enable them to
gain an understanding of the important place ANZAC holds
in Australia’s history. Firstly, historical knowledge is
important and there are many high quality, child friendly
accounts of the ANZAC story, and the ANZAC
characteristics that resonate with Australians. Many of
these books are available at local libraries; they are also
available through the Department of Veterans’ Affairs free
of charge. These books make it clear that ANZAC Day is
not an event glorifying war, but exactly the opposite. It is a time of reflection and remembrance.
Endurance, resourcefulness, courage, teamwork, loyalty and mateship are key attributes. These are
virtues to be encouraged and emulated at any time and are a part of our national story we can focus on
around ANZAC Day.
There is also of course the experience of taking your children to a Dawn Service March or other
commemorative activities on ANZAC Day. All this will be more meaningful and educational if some of the
previous reading and discussion has occurred. In any event, the questions that come from watching a
march, studying a war memorial or experiencing the emotional stillness of the minutes silence and bugle
call are opportunities to talk about the impact of war on Australia and the significance of the ANZAC Story.
This year you can watch the official ANZAC Day live service being streamed into your home.
We encourage families to watch this important event. The website link is below.
https://www.shrine.org.au/anzac-day-2021
COMMUNICATION
At the start of the year, we set up whole school communication protocols where the newsletter was sent
on “week A” and a class level bulletin from the class teachers was sent the following week or “week B.”
Both were being sent out via “School Stream.”
Maybe we have been too keen to communicate and inadvertently created information overload or it is a
reflection of how busy parents are out there but we know that the class bulletin notifications via School
Stream, especially from class teachers, aren’t being read. This was evident for example when we have
called for volunteers. Sending the call out via School Stream gets little response but when the teacher
sends emails out calling for volunteers, we get inundated with offers of support.
Leadership and team leaders discussed this issue this week so we will implement what appears to be
working most effectively for parents and this is via email. We certainly get a better response from this
method. I have had discussions with parents in the yard and they have told me it feels more personalized
via email, easier to access and they are more likely to read it and therefore be informed and if need be,
respond.
Therefore, we will move to email for communication from teachers as needed (not a fortnightly bulletin
except in Prep) so please make sure your email boxes are not full and if you change your email address,
please let the school and your child’s teacher know.
The newsletter will still be fortnightly via School Stream and other notifications for example such as this
weeks “gastro outbreak” notification will still be sent via School Stream.
Thanks for your assistance, but also please take the time to read information being sent out from school. It
might just be important!
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM
The next round of the annual National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests
will be conducted in May 2021. The NAPLAN tests will involve all students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 from all
states and territories across Government, Catholic and Independent Schools. The NAPLAN tests will be
conducted on Tuesday May 11, Wednesday May 12 and Thursday May 13.
NAPLAN assesses skills in Literacy and Numeracy that are developed over time, through the school
curriculum. NAPLAN is not a pass or fail type test, but rather shows how students are progressing in
Numeracy and Literacy skills against national standards for all Australia children. It also provides valuable
information that allows schools and governments to better target effort and support to help all students
achieve their potential and acquire the basic skills to help them build successful and happy lives.
All students (in Years 3 & 5) are expected to participate in these tests. Students with a disability may
qualify for reasonable adjustments that reflect the support normally provided to them in the classroom.
Some students with very specific circumstances may be exempted from participating in the tests. For
information about participation in NAPLAN, you can go to:
http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support.html

NAPLAN tests fundamental skills rather than specific content, and as such is not a test for which students
can study or drill. The best way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to let them know that
NAPLAN is just one part of their school program, and to urge them to simply do the best they can
on the day.
An individual student NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later this year. Parents can use this
information to monitor how their child is progressing and to identify any areas of concern. Parents may
also wish to use their child’s results to discuss progress with teachers. More information is available at
www.naplan.edu.au
ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction
and are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School
Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools
to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our school will use the
survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.
All students from Years 4 -6 will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during
school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any
way “testing” your child. All responses to the survey are kept anonymous. Personal identification data will
not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses
is protected at all times.
In order to maintain consistency across the school, Di and I will administer this questionnaire to the
children and results will be presented to the school community once they have been analysed and
returned by the Department of Education and Training.
If you would like more information, please speak to Di Double or myself or
visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/
improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx
PARENT NETWORK MEETING
A reminder that our next Parent Network meeting is on Tuesday May 11 at
9.00am in the staffroom. If you can’t attend, but would like to be on the email
distribution list where you can be kept informed with all the latest in children’s
events, school events and fundraising, please send a School Stream to the
office and we will add you in!
BEING A CLASSROOM HELPER
We value the support we get from our community and welcome support in the classroom that we get each
and every day.
It is very satisfying to hear positive feedback from parents about their time volunteering at school in the
classroom.
We are always looking to promote greater parent engagement in learning at school. There are many ways
in which parents can assist in classrooms, and all that is required is a Working with Children Check and
signing the Child Safety Code of Conduct. The WWCC application is simple to complete online, is free for
volunteers and once the application has been made, most applicants can begin volunteering immediately.
Adults can help out in the classroom in many ways, from listening to students read, to working with small
groups of students, or even just being in the classroom to get a sense of what is happening at school. It
doesn’t matter if your child is in Prep or Year 6: when parents are actively involved in their child’s
education, the benefits to both parents and children are great. Please see your child’s teacher to see how
you might be able to assist in the classroom.
This week at assembly we:

Welcomed Miss Ugrasbul to the grade 5 classroom

Welcomed back Miss Ward after her back surgery

Welcomed Mrs Gardner who is replacing Mr. Darbyshire who is on paternity leave for the next 8
weeks

Welcomed our student teachers Mr. Cameron Dart in Prep Y and Mrs Sujata Dalvi in 2R

Wished everyone well for a great term.
See you around the school. Lest we forget.
Rohan Thompson
Principal

WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE:
READING ROOM
At the moment we have a couple of vacancies for helpers in the Reading Room. Due to work
and study commitments two of our wonderful helpers have had leave the room. If you would
be able to spare 2 hours of your time, between 9:00 – 11:00am on a Tuesday or a Wednesday
morning we would love you to come and join us. Please pop in and see me if you would like to
help.
ANZAC DAY CEREMONY
I would like to invite you all to join us for our ANZAC Ceremony, which will be run by our School
Leaders next Monday, 26th April, at 9:00am. You and your children are invited to bring flowers to
place by the flag, during the ceremony.
HMAS CASTLEMAINE
As part of the RSL’s involvement with schools, in 2006 Tecoma Primary School adopted a World
War II Battleship; the HMAS Castlemaine. HMAS Castlemaine is one of the sixty Australian-built
Bathurst Class corvettes to serve throughout World War II, and is the last such vessel still afloat;
having been restored by volunteers over the last four decades.
HMAS Castlemaine is open to the public on weekends, public holidays and by arrangement.
Visitors can see how crews lived and worked during the war years, witness the original main
engines turning over, and view a wide range of artefacts documenting Australian maritime
history.
Every year our students have been invited to take part in a commemorative service at the
Shrine of Remembrance. Initially, before we introduced our Year 6 Leadership program, the
school Captains would travel in to The Shrine and take part in this ceremony.
For the last few years all our year 6 students have had the opportunity to take part in this
extremely moving and educational experience.
After the service the students will be given a personal tour of The Shrine, before making their
way over to Williamstown to meet volunteers from the Maritime Trust, who take them on a
guided tour of the HMAS Castlemaine, which is now docked at Gem Pier, in the heart of
Williamstown. This visit to the HMAS Castlemaine is usually done by Year 5’s in the lead up to
their leadership year. Unfortunately, COVID restrictions meant this was not able to take place
last year. Late in the year the Year 5’s will be visiting the Castlemaine, in readiness for their 2022
visit to The Shrine.
If you are ever down in Williamstown, make sure you check and see if the HMAS Castlemaine is
open for a tour.
Have a great week.
Regards,
Di Double

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

Laurence Binyon

OFFICE NEWS
NOTICES:

Please remember that we send notices out through the School Stream app to
reduce our paper usage

TERM 2 LEVIES:

Prep
Grade 1/2
Grade 3/4
Grade 5/6

$30
$35
TBA
$32

Levies can be paid via QKR, direct deposit or at the office.
LOST PROPERTY Please remember to name your child’s belongings.
ABSENCES If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the school via School
Stream, email or phone before 10.30am on the day of their absence.
This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.
A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be sent to them within the required
time frames.


Student enrolment details will be emailed out next week. Please take the time to check
these and reply to us with any amendments so we can keep our records up to date.



Grade 6 Transition Packs & Information were sent out on School Stream this week. Grade
6 parents should read, complete and return these forms to the school as soon as possible.



Grade 5 camp forms and information were sent home with students at the end of last term.
Grade 5 parents should read, complete and return these forms to the school as soon as
possible.



Our punctuality award will commence again as of Wednesday next week! These are
awarded to students valuing every moment at school and being here at 9.00am. A students
name will be called out over the loud speaker and they can come to the office to collect
their award which gives them a free lunch order up to the value of $5.00!!



Prep Enrolments for 2022!!! PLEASE let your friends and family know if they have a child
starting in Prep next year, we need their enrolments in ASAP.

Congratulations to Nayara N, Charles S and James D who all took
part in the District Tennis tournament the last week of term 1. All 3
of our students competed well and represented Tecoma proudly.
Awesome effort Nayara, Charles and James!

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS
Monday Morning

9.00am to 9:30am

Thursday Morning

9.00am to 9.30am

Thursday Afternoon

3.00pm to 3.30pm

*Orders outside these hours can be made through the Qkr app & will be
given to your child to bring home.

NEW UNIFORM SHOP
HOURS!!

Our uniform shop hours are:
Monday & Thursday morning
9.00am-9.30am
Thursday afternoon
3.00pm-3.30pm
Orders outside these hours can be made
through the Qkr app. & will be given to your
child to bring home.

