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FROM THE
DATES TO
REMEMBER:
MARCH
Friday 12th
Regional Swimming
Boroondara Sports
Complex, Balwyn
Selected Students Only
Monday 15th
Bike Education
Grade 5
Friday 19th
Belgrave Bike Ride
Grade 5
Wednesday 24th
District Tennis
Belgrave Heights
Selected Students Only
Thursday 25th
District Tennis
Belgrave Heights
Selected Students Only

APRIL
Thursday 1st
Division Tennis
Belgrave Heights
Selected Students Only
END OF TERM 1
2.30PM FINISH
NO ASSEMBLY
OSHC CLOSES 5PM

PRINCIPAL

TUTOR LEARNING INITIATIVE (TLI) and READING ROOM
We are up and running with both our tutoring and Reading Room
program and the children are already making great gains. I have seen
the progress of one child who has already moved up 7 levels in their
reading, no doubt because of the support here at school but also the
hard yards that the family has been putting into supporting their
child’s learning at home.
That support and connection between home and school is vital. One of
the benefits of COVID was the increased communication between
parents and teachers and we want to continue this moving forward.
Please help us support your child in their learning growth through what
you read in the Individual Education Plans that each child has if they
are in the tutoring program. We do see the results!
ARRIVING TO SCHOOL BY 8:55am EVERY DAY
Thank you to the families that are ensuring to have their children
arrive at school by 8:55am each morning. Unfortunately, we still have a
high number of students arriving just before and just after 9:00am.
The link between arriving late to school and student distress and an
inability to settle into learning is clearly evident. We see this frequently
with late arriving students.
Please be aware that we have teachers on duty from 8:45am every
morning and we encourage students to arrive from this time. Playing
with friends and getting exercise for 20 minutes before school time is a
scientifically proven way to increase blood flow to the brain and
concentration. It is also a lot of fun!
Thank you for your support with this extremely important matter.
ATHLETICS DAY:
Yesterday, our Year 3 – 6 students all participated in an athletics day
at Sherbrooke Athletics Track. The students all strived to do their
personal best and had a fantastic day of competition. A big thank you to
the parents and staff who assisted on the day which enabled it to run
smoothly. Without the parents help we could not run these
opportunities for our students.
An extra big thank you to our PE teacher Nicole Cumming who spent
many hours organising the day and preparing the students for the
events during her weekly Phys Ed lessons.

SWIMMING SUCCESS
While on sport, congratulations to our swimming team who won the District Swimming competition.
I know we then had a strong team which went off to compete at the next level.
Great work kids, we are very proud of your great swimming!

PARENT NETWORK MEETING
It’s on this Tuesday! Our first Parent Network meeting for 2021 is scheduled for Tuesday March 16
at 9.00am. We are looking to re-start this group after a 12 month hiatus for obvious reasons.
As mentioned in the last newsletter, we would love to have as many people attend as possible so that
we can give the children some wonderful experiences and do a little bit of fundraising for the school
at the same time. The meeting starts at 9:00am in the staff room. If you haven’t been before, please
come along and bring a friend, as we are a very friendly bunch who have a lot of fun in putting these
events together, but it is also a great social connection for you as a parent working towards a common
cause. The more the merrier as we can share the load to run these events so please lock this date in
your diary.
MOBILE PHONE POLICY
Mobile phones are banned in all Victorian Government Schools. Students are not allowed to use
phones during school hours, and in keeping with the policy at our school, must hand their phones to
their class teacher, who will lock it in the safe in their classroom when they arrive at school. Students
are not allowed to store phones in bags or classrooms.
SCOOTERS, BICYCLES AND SKATEBOARDS
It’s great to see that we have lots of students riding bicycles, scooters and the occasional skateboard
to school in 2021. The bike shed is a busy place right now, and most days it’s packed to capacity.
Students are reminded that they need to walk their bikes, scooters and skateboards in the school
yard, and they should also be careful of pedestrians when commuting on footpaths to ensure there
are no accidents. Our yard duty teachers keep an eye on this but it’s not possible to be everywhere at
once, so we ask that parents also remind children of this important safety rule.
We have noticed that sometimes bikes are left at school overnight and we need to alert families that
this can be risky and they can be stolen.

ENROL NOW FOR PREP 2022!
We are currently experiencing strong interest in our school with
parents booking tours, even at this early stage of the year. We
have already accepted enrolments for 2022, but we also need to
establish how many siblings of our enrolled students are due to
start at Tecoma next year.
The priority of placement for new students dictates that children
who reside in the designated school zone and those who are
siblings of current students have the highest priority. We ask
that families within the Tecoma community who have a child who
is due to commence Prep in 2022 please enrol before Thursday
April 1 (last day of Term 1). Thank you to those of you who have
already collected and returned your enrolment form. Those who
have collected one but not returned it, please do so by the end of
term along with the required documentation.
This will assist us greatly in determining if we are able to make a case to accommodate any Prep
2022 students from outside our school zone.
Enrolment forms are on our website at the following link:
https://tecomaps.vic.edu.au/newsletters-forms/
You will also need to provide a Birth Certificate and Immunisation Statement when returning the
form to school. If you know of any family or friends who may be interested in joining me for a tour,
please encourage them to contact our School Office as soon as possible to book an appointment.
Thank you.
HARMONY DAY AND NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING
On Friday March 19, we will have a very special day at TPS as we celebrate both Harmony Day and
the National Day of Action Against Bullying. All students will be encouraged to wear their brightest
colours with a splash of orange. Traditionally, we wear orange on Harmony Day as it signifies social
communication and meaningful conversations. It also relates to the freedom of ideas and
encouragement of mutual respect. All students will participate in a range of activities across the
school to promote care, respect and empathy for each other. It is sure to be a truly fantastic day and
a celebration of what makes TPS a special place to learn.
Harmony Day is about celebrating differences and embracing new cultures. To bring equality
between different cultures and religious groups, late March has been selected to mark this day as it
coincides with the United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
since 1999. The National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence (NDA) is Australia's largest
anti-bullying event for schools. It is an opportunity for schools to highlight their everyday work to
counter bullying and violence. The theme for NDA 2021 is “get involved”.
We are all looking forward to celebrating these important events on Friday March 19. We can’t wait
to see everyone in their brightest colours!
PREP STUDENTS TO FULLTIME
Our Prep students are attending school fulltime as of this week.
Thank you to all of our Prep parents for your support throughout the first five ‘Prep–free Wednesday’
weeks. This has enabled the teachers to perform some valuable testing and assess each child’s entry
level.

IMPORTANCE OF PLAY
New Foundation/ Prep parents will be noticing how tired their children are getting, as the demands
of school are growing. This year, I think this has been especially prevalent coming out of the COVID
lock down in 2020. We have discussed as a staff the stamina of the children and their ability to try
and problem solve independently. It is something we will continue to
work on.
While academics are important, don't forget to make the time to just let
the children play (device free!).
Playing together encourages and enhances your child’s development.
After a day at school, playtime is also just for unwinding and having fun.
Play is important for your child’s learning and development. Playing
games with others helps children learn about sharing. Learning to play
fairly is also important at school, and there’s often a lot of talk between
children about fairness, rules, and right and wrong. Group games help
your child learn about self-control and getting on with others. He or she
will learn that if you just do what you like, when you like, you’re not
likely to win or be liked by others. Group games also give kids a way to
safely unload angry feelings. For example, your child can kick a ball (instead of another person) and
use all that energy by playing hard.
Sport is another way children can learn about being part of a group effort. By teaching your child
how to be a good sport from a young age, you can help them get the most out of being part of games.
Other ways to encourage you child in physical play include:
• Dancing to a favourite CD
• Camping in the backyard
• Playing organised sports with a local team
• Going to the local playground with a friend.
Always remember to fit in time for fun!
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY:
There was no assembly this week due to the Labour Day long weekend.
See you around the school.
Rohan Thompson
Principal

HELP WANTED!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO BUILD A NETTING
FRAMES FOR OUR VEGIE PATCH PLEASE.

CONTACT THE OFFICE OR
MRS LANFORD
ALSO:
FREE TO A GOOD HOME.
6 X 4m TRAILER (pictured).

CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU CAN
TAKE THIS FOR US.

Tesselaar
Fund-raising with Bulbs 2021
Dear Families,
Don’t forget our fund-raising for our school this term using Tesselaar bulbs.
All orders are to be done online by Friday 26th March.
Order early to ensure stock availability!!
Make sure to let your extended families & friends know so you can put in a bulk order 

Go ON-LINE to place your order at:
www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/TECOMAPS

WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE:
As you will see from your child’s class newsletter we are now able to open our doors for parents to come
into the classroom and assist. Please ensure you have given the school a copy of your WWCC card and
that you have also read and signed out school’s Child Safety Code of Conduct. Please make sure that
you observe social distancing in the classrooms, as per our COVID safe plan.
We cannot do what we do without your help so all assistance is greatly appreciated. Below is a lovely
article about just how important helpers in the classroom are:
A Parent in the Classroom: by Susan Macciocca

- an abstract taken from Melbourne Child, March 2011

"To the kids I am Eddy’s mum. To me, they are my son’s classmates. But each week,
for an hour, we read together. I have got to know how Talia meticulously point to
each word as she reads; how Jake works out the book’s repeating sequence and then
rips through the book so he can move onto something more exciting. I know to wait
when Adam pauses on a word; that his frowning face means he is processing the letters
like a mini-computer, and that just when I have started to wonder if he is daydreaming, he will blurt the word out. I know which kids bite their nails when they are nervous, and which kids stick out their tongue when they are concentrating.
Being in the classroom I get to snoop. I see how my son interacts with other kids, how
his teacher manages boys who can’t sit still, and how the social and academic abilities
of the kids vary. The children work in groups at nearby tables while they take it in
turns to read to me, so I overhear some priceless conversations.
I am still surprised to see how chuffed Eddy is when I am in there; even months after
the novelty of having Mum in the classroom should have worn off. I am glad that for
now having Mum around is okay.
But it is not the snooping I am there for. I love huddling over a book with a child,
sharing the jokes on the pages, unlocking the mystery of words. Yes, the books themselves can be on the predictable side, but I’m not expecting to be hoodwinked by a plot
twist. I love that the kids want to learn. They are not yet too cool for school. They
want to please. They haven’t yet hidden who they are under masks of bravado and indifference, so I can feel their personalities as we read. It is a special, brief kind of intimacy. And for those kids who find reading hard, well, I know I’ve done something
good”.
Thank you to all our parents, grandparent, friends and relatives and community members who come and
assist in our classrooms and in the Reading Room. The children and the staff at Tecoma are so pleased
that you make the time to spend with us and are eternally grateful for the support that you give.
Have a great week!
Di Double
Quote of the week:
"Use what talents you possess. The woods would be very silent if no bird sang there except those that
sang best!” - Henry van Dyke

OFFICE NEWS
NOTICES: Please remember that we send notices
out through the School Stream app to reduce our
paper usage


Next week your child’s enrolment details will be emailed to you. Please check these
thoroughly. Please mark any amendments that need to be updated
and
then scan and email them back to the school.

Levies can be paid via QKR, direct deposit or at the office.
LOST PROPERTY Will be put out in he Rotunda from next week. Please take the time to
go through this and find any of your child’s belongings.
ABSENCES If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the school via School
Stream, email or phone before 10.30am on the day of their absence.
This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.
A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be sent to them within the required
time frames.

Thank you to everyone in the community who have been sending in bread tags for our
collection. These will be taken to a local drop off point and then recycled in South Australia.
Profits go towards supplying wheelchairs to children in Africa.
Remember, you can place your bread tags in the tub at the office at any time!
Thank you,

Junior School Council.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

Luca S

Well done Luca on your Clever Max writing task! You had a go constructing
your first sentence using both Golden words and words that you sounded out
and wrote independently, such as “dog” and “can”. I’m very impressed. Keep up
the great work!

Prep P

All of Prep P!

For living out her ‘Word of the Year’, ‘Independent’. Harper has made a
conscious effort to become more independent in the classroom and with her
learning. I have noticed how you are seeking help from your peers and using
your initiative to show independence, well done Harper!

Prep Y

Ben Y

Ben it is so wonderful to see you putting your hand up in class, and sharing your
knowledge and thoughts with us all! Great effort Ben!

1D

Jaimee C

For being on FIRE! Jaimee’s hand was the first to go up throughout our SMART
Spelling session. She easily answered questions about the letters, sounds and
syllables for her words. Congratulations and keep up the fantastic work.

1V

Neko P

For knowing and choosing the right thing to do with your learning. You have
shown that you are a very capable student with a great attitude Neko, and that is
impressive! Keep up the awesome work!

1W

Isaac W

For always being willing to help your peers and teachers without being asked!
You are always giving 100% in every task that you complete and have a positive
attitude towards your learning! Keep up the wonderful work Isaac!

2W

Amber L

Amber gives all tasks her very best effort and is willing to take a chance with her
learning. This is a great way to start every day. She is also our class leader for
Reading Nights so far this term. Fantastic start to the year Amber.
Love your work :)

3/4B

Sunny P

For always being a kind, helpful class member. Sunny always comes into the
classroom with a positive mindset and spreads kindness around wherever he goes.
Sunny always uses his manners and often offers to help out in the classroom.
Keep it up Sunny!

3/4H

Xanthe B

For persisting with producing beautiful work, despite having your arm in a sling.
Xanthe you are a Super Star! You always show such a wonderful sense of
resilience, and you are definitely a fantastic role model for your peers. Thank
you, and well done Xanthe :-).

3/4NP

Clancy T

Clancy, you have shown impressive perseverance and enthusiasm in your
persuasive writing piece about school uniform versus free dress. You have shown
a clear understanding of the tricks of the trade and included some very
convincing reasons for your argument! Keep up the fantastic effort!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

3/4R

Harper W

For living out her ‘Word of the Year’, ‘Independent’. Harper has made a
conscious effort to become more independent in the classroom and with her
learning. I have noticed how you are seeking help from your peers and using
your initiative to show independence, well done Harper!

3/4W

James D

Jimbo was an enthusiastic participant in all of the events in our House Athletics
Carnival. He cheered on peers with gusto, galloped over the hurdles and launched
over 1 metre in the high jump! Well done Jimbo!

5G

Oskar W

Oskar has shone with kindness this term. He is always encouraging others,
helping his peers and being respectful to anyone he encounters. Oskar nominated
people for the random snaps of kindness even after he himself had been
nominated, he just keeps paying it forward and spreading positivity. In a recent
team-based maths game, Oskar and his group came second - he congratulated
the winning team on their tenacity and perseverance, showing graciousness in
celebrating others’ achievements.

5S

Jemma C

For her spectacular timeline on the Defining Moments in Australian History!
Jemma, you went above and beyond with your research, drawings and colour
used in your work. You put your absolute best effort in and continued to add to
your work every session to make it even better. Keep up the beautiful quality of
work Jem!

5S

Seb K

FROM MR WILSON:
For taking care and picking up after Frankie (who can leave a mess!) without
even being asked to. Thanks so much Seb.

6G

Caleb Y

Caleb aims for his personal best in all areas of work. He listens carefully during
writing sessions and tries his very best to select the right word to express his
ideas. This is just so pleasing to see. Keep it up Caleb!

6F

Matilda H

Matilda was amazing at Athletics Day. She was so determined, putting in her very
best effort into each and every event. Matilda it was so wonderful to see you
enjoy the day, pushing yourself and showing such grit. Congratulations!

6R

Xavier K

Xavier presented a deep knowledge of square numbers during our Sum of Squares
activity. He modelled multiple solutions to each problem he explored, showing
both understanding and fluency. Excellent work Xavier!

Music

Nayara N

For her wonderful playing of her violin and explanation of the parts of the violin
to Grade 3/4 H, N/P and R. Thanks.

Japanese

Iggy P

Well done Iggy-kun (Mr.Iggy) for actively participating in the Japanese class and
learning new phrases and words with great enthusiasm. Excellent effort!

NEW UNIFORM SHOP
HOURS!!

Our uniform shop hours are:
Monday & Thursday morning
9.00am-9.30am
Thursday afternoon
3.00pm-3.30pm
Orders outside these hours can be made
through the Qkr app. & will given to your
child to bring home.

