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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
DATES TO
REMEMBER:
DECEMBER
Tuesday 15th
Knox Bike Ride
Grade 5’s
9.00am - 3.30pm

Wednesday 16th
Graduation
Grade 6’s
5.30pm - 9.30pm

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
This year has brought opportunities and frustrations, looking at how
we can do things in different ways but also, frustrations that we can’t
do some things that we know work well for us as a school.
One of the frustrations for us as a school team this year has been
the inability for us to be able to meet with you in person, face to face,
except across the barriers to discuss your child’s progress this year.
We had been holding out hope that we could indeed have parents
back on site, not just for parent teacher interviews, but also for
events like carols night, Prep graduation and grade 6 graduation.
Alas, it looks like that has been ruled out and with December very
much on the horizon, we need to make alternative plans.
We have decided to have parent teacher interviews via Webex for
our teaching staff to give you an up-to-date report on your child's
progress and for you to ask any clarifying questions about what has
been written in their student report.
We didn't want to run parent teacher interviews in the last week of
term, however reports were due to go out on Monday, December 14,
which is the last week.
We have decided to send the reports home a week earlier on
Monday December 7, with parent teacher interviews to be held via
Webex Teams on Wednesday December 9 and Thursday
December 10.
Parents will be required to book their interview time as they usually
do via https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au
The code for this is 39qfk
Teachers will send home one Webex Teams code via email for their
class and parents will simply log on at the time of their interview.
Parents wait in the “lobby” and the teacher will let you in once they
have finished meeting with the previous parent.
Please ensure you have “Webex Teams” loaded onto your device.
We also advise you have the latest up to date version of Google
Chrome.
The bookings will open from 9:00am this Monday morning.
We thank you for your understanding in not being able to meet in
person but we are bound by the recommendations of the Chief
Health Officer and what is listed in the school operations guide. We
are sure we will be able to convey your child's progress as we all
head into what we hope will be a much more normal 2021!

PREP TRANSITION
As mentioned above, 2020 has provided us with opportunities to do things in totally different
ways. One of the restrictions was not being able to have any more than 10 kinder aged children
on site for Prep transition. Whilst initially frustrating, this has opened our eyes to possibly change
the way we start our Prep transition in the future. In the past, we have had our whole new Prep
cohort attend sessions in the grade 1/2 building. This worked brilliantly for some children but for
some it could have been quite daunting, their first experience being in amongst up to 60 children
and their parents.
Last Thursday, we ran 6 sessions of Prep transition across the day in groups of no more than 9.
The children met in the gazebo at the front of the school, far less daunting than in the big group
we have run previously and the children got to experience the Prep room and its surroundings.
We also were able to get to know the children far better than in the big group.
The saying “crisis creates opportunity” and in this case, we think this will be the way we start
Prep transition in the future before moving to the bigger groups as transition moves along.
Thank you to our parents who navigated our booking system and to our Prep teacher Felicity
Young, who took all 6 sessions throughout the day. We have our final Prep transition for 2020,
next Thursday, in the same format as last week.
CAMP
This week, our children in grades 3-5 had the fantastic opportunity to replace what would have
been their 3 day camp experience with a day camp up at Stringybark Lodge in Gembrook. The
children were able to undertake activities that took them out of their comfort zone with low ropes,
flying fox, initiatives, orienteering and archery. It was lovely to see the children working together
for a common goal, encouraging each other, supporting each other outside of the normal school
environment. One of the losses this year has been the opportunities for not just children but also
families to mingle and socialize. It's why it was incredibly important for the children, if only for a
day to get away and enjoy each others company and bond as a group.
Thank you to our staff who in such a short amount of time were able to put this package together,
and to our parents for supporting the children in being able to go on camp.
We know how much our families have missed getting out of Melbourne, judging by the number of
families who have taken off on Friday afternoons now the ring of steel around Melbourne has
been lifted. Even just for two days away, families have taken the opportunity to get into rural
Victoria and take the time to release the “COVID shackles.”
I'm sure this Christmas is going to see an exodus out of Melbourne like never before!
RESTRICTIONS LIFTING FURTHER:
While Mr. Andrews on Sunday further lifted restrictions, not much changed for schools. We are
still awaiting a new operations guide which gives us our guidelines. Obviously, we all need to
carry masks when we are outside and we are still required to wear them inside but not while
teaching.
At this stage:





We still cannot run school tours
Parents are restricted from entering the school as per our traffic management plan
Parents are restricted from attending school graduations
Prep transition is still restricted to groups of 10.

We will let you know when things change but we are so far down the pathway with alternatives to
our traditional graduation format, we will need to continue with that to the end.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE START OF THE 2021 SCHOOL YEAR
The start of the year is as follows:
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Jan 17

Jan 18

Jan 19

Jan 20

Jan 21

Jan 22

Saturday
Jan 23

Jan 28

Jan 29

Jan 30

Curriculum Day
#1

Curriculum Day
#2

Curriculum Day
#3

Admin staff
return
Jan 24

Jan 25

Jan 26

Jan 27
Staff return

Australia
Day Public
Holiday

Jan 31

Feb 1

Feb 2

Feb 3

Feb 4

Feb 5

WORKING
BEE
4-7PM

All Year 1-6
students
return.
9.00am-3.30pm

Preps
9.00-1:00pm

Preps first full
day

Full day P-6

Full day P-6

Preps 9.301:00pm

Feb 6

(Start assessments the following Wednesday)

See you around the school
Rohan Thompson
Principal

STATE SCHOOL SPECTACULAR.
Exciting news!!
During the lockdown we had a number of children in grades 4 to 6 participate in both
the dance and choir of the State School Spectacular.
The children had to record themselves dancing and singing specific songs as part of
the show.
These have been edited together to create a show to be shown on Channel 7.

Saturday December 5th at 7pm is the day.
Unfortunately we can’t all watch it together as we would have liked to, but
Mrs. Langford and Mrs. Connell will be watching to see their stars.
Hopefully you will be too.
Mark the date in your diaries.
It is going to be a great show.
Mrs. Connell and Mrs. Langford.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

Chloe G

Well done Chloe on your teamwork during Reading Groups this week! You
worked collaboratively with your peers to match the correct digraphs and blends
to each picture. It was great hearing you verbalise distinctions between sounds,
like “tr” instead of “ch” for the word “train”. Stellar effort!

Prep P

Neko P

Neko, it’s great to see how hard you are trying with your reading and working
out the words. Keep practising!

Prep W

David B

David I am so thrilled at how much you have progressed in your reading and
writing. Your sounding out is improving every single day! I can tell how proud
you are of your achievements and I am so proud of you too!

1C

Grace K

For her wonderful responses to our ‘Eggs’ Science activity. Grace, you worked
out what was wrong in each picture and beautifully explained what should be
done instead. You always think so deeply about your work and your pictures
were fantastic as well. Well done Grace!

1D

Lachlan F

Lachlan has worked extremely hard during our Reading sessions. He has explored
a variety of comprehension strategies and is able to use them easily. I particularly
enjoyed his work on ‘Hurrah for Ethelyn’, where he needed to illustrate the
reaction of Ethelyn based on the text. Congratulations Lachlan.

1D

Gabby W

Gabby has worked extremely hard during our Reading sessions. She has explored
a variety of comprehension strategies and is able to use them easily. I particularly
enjoyed her work on ‘Oliver and George’, where she needed to illustrate the
reaction of Oliver based on the text. Congratulations Gabby.

1V

Noah I

Noah, it is great how you are so positive everyday when you arrive in our
classroom. You are listening fantastically, trying your personal best on each
activity, and achieving great things! Keep it up Noah!

2W

Calise L

Calise has just kept reading and reading and reading this year !! She has reached
300 nights and earned loads of “FUDGEBUCKS” in our class bank. What an
awesome achievement to be proud of. Well done Calise.

34G

Griffin W

Griff was so positive at our one day camp. He actively participated in all the
activities, his favourite was orienteering. Griff you are such a kind and
considerate friend, we absolutely love having you in our class.

34K

Zoe J

For always entering the classroom with a happy smile and a big hello! You have
such beautiful manners, and it is appreciated by all of us in 3/4K.. Your friends
are lucky to have such a caring friend too. Keep it up Zoe! :-)

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

3/4M

Shiloh H

Shiloh has been working hard and seeking help more often. He has learnt when
to ask for help and how to implement this support to do his best. He planned
his story well, using the story graph and included many of the senses to capture
his reader. Well done!

3/4R

Ollie O

Ollie showed such teamwork and resilience during our Grade Four Camp Day.
Well done for putting 100% into each activity, showing such kindness towards
others and working so well with your group. Ollie fell over several times
throughout the day and continued to pick himself up and had a giggle along
the way, well done Ollie!

3/4W

Allora C

It has been a pleasure teaching Allora this year. She always tries her best and
approaches her learning with excitement and creativity. Allora’s greatest asset is
the genuine care she shows for others and I am so impressed with the initiative
she has taken to help a friend access things while he is wheelchair bound.
Well done Allora!

5M

Tristan B

For homework last week, Tristan created a weather report which he videoed on
a green screen. The confidence in which he presented it was amazing and the
use of an embedded picture in the background made it complete.

5S

Sienna S

For demonstrating learning in your approach to problem solving by using the
zones and our strategies. It was great to see you were able to bounce back after
our change in plans regarding camp, and even more so last week when thinking
of things outside of school and your leadership speech. You took some time,
talked it through and moved yourself from the blue zone to the green zone by
demonstrating resilience and persistence. Keep up the great work Sienna!

6F

Lucinda V

Lucinda has shown herself to be a responsible member of Year 6 who conducts
herself with integrity. Thank you for all the little things you do to help your
class, your teacher and the community. From packing up computers, to helping
with sports equipment, all of your support and consideration is appreciated.

6R

All of 6R!

For the way you managed your graduation speech and escape room sessions in
a collaborative, respectful and supportive manner. It is great to see you working
together in a positive way as we near the end of your primary school journey!

Japanese

Oscar S

Well done Oscar-kun for always trying your best and being helpful to the
teacher and others. Excellent effort!

Splash’s – Learn to Swim, will be offering a Water
Safety Holiday Program in the upcoming holidays.
The program is designed for Preschool and Primary
school aged children for water-based activities in the
holidays.
The program cost is subsidised by Splash’s and is
significantly reduced (only $60 for the full program).

