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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
DATES TO
REMEMBER:
NOVEMBER
Monday 16th
Permission Forms Due
Back for the following:

Monday 23rd
Stringybark Lodge
Activity Day—Grade 5
Tuesday 24th
Stringybark Lodge
Activity Day—Grade 4
Wednesday 25th
Stringybark Lodge
Activity Day—Grade 3

RESTRICTIONS LIFTING
Finally, it looks like there is some light at the end of the tunnel with
Mr. Andrews taking away the 25km limit and the “ring of steel” around
metropolitan Melbourne.
As a result of those announcements, schools were informed Tuesday that
camps and excursions can now take place.
That left us with a dilemma. Our grade 3 and 4 children did not have their
camp at all this year due to COVID and the grade five children were
scheduled to go on their camp on November 23 to 25. Less than 2 weeks
away.
This led to us calling an emergency School Council meeting on Tuesday
night.
We were concerned that with less than two weeks’ notice, grade 5 families
would have been asked to find $205.00 at this time of year with school
fees, Christmas coming up and some families experiencing hardship as a
result of COVID. School Council felt this was not a feasible timeline and
was putting undue financial pressure on families.
However, we are acutely aware of the needs of the children post COVID, to
build resilience, take on challenges, work as a team, re-learn how to share,
to give and take and push themselves outside of their normal boundaries.
Very much what they would experience if they were to go on camp for 3
days.
We therefore have decided to maintain the booking with the Stringybark
Lodge Camp in Gembrook but instead give the children in grades 3-5 the
opportunity to attend a day camp where they would undertake the same
activities, but not stay over the 3 days which adds greatly to the cost. The
close proximity to Gembrook enabled this to proceed.
Therefore School Council decided to proceed with:
November 23- Grade 5, day activities, 63 children
November 24- Grade 4, day activities, 69 children
November 25- Grade 3, day activities, 63 children
The activities the children will be doing are Low Ropes, Bridge Building,
Flying Fox, Orienteering and Archery.
We understand this is short notice but as mentioned, restrictions only lifted
Tuesday. Parents in grade 3-5 will have received today:

Bus permission

Medical and dietary requirements

Payment form

The cost is to be $80. Most parents had already paid the $50 deposit for camp at the start of the year so it
will be a matter of paying the balance. Please contact the office if you need to find out what your balance
is, or if you need to enter into a payment plan. This activity is also optional, but we would love to see all
the children attend to get the benefits mentioned above. It also fits nicely with this week’s transition
program where the children have moved up a grade for a session each day.
It’s most important we have all forms back by this Monday, November 16, so we can let the camp know
how many children are coming but also the all-important dietary requirements that the camp must prepare
a menu for.
We thank everyone for your understanding but we are really excited that we can offer all the children in
grades 3-5 this opportunity that was looking extremely unlikely only a few weeks ago.
We hope the good news this week will mean we are able to run the following in 2021 as mentioned in the
last newsletter.
Year

Grade

Venue

Dates

No. of children

2021

3/4

Philip Island CYC

Aug 30-Sept 3

130
½ Mon - Wed
½ Wed - Fri

5

Derby Hill, Maldon

May 25-28

69

6

Coonawarra

May 31-June 4

62

COVIDSAFE SCHOOL – EASING OF SOME RESTRICTIONS
As mentioned above, this week the Department of Education and Training eased more restrictions on
Melbourne metropolitan schools. Entire year levels can now undertake activities together and excursions
can take place.
Unfortunately, strict restrictions on Prep Transition, Prep Graduation and Gr 6 Graduation still remain. We
will continue to run our Prep Transition sessions as listed below with the Prep Graduation and the Grade 6
Graduation Ceremonies being a staff and children event only.
As soon as we receive more information and guidance from the Department, I will inform the school
community.
2021 FOUNDATION TRANSITION
2021 Prep parents will have received notification of our modified transition program for 2021.
We have been sending out our weekly pre-recorded introductions of the teachers and the school to
families.
Today, in real time, it all started with an informal Webex session with parents.
We are restricted by the fact that we can have no more than 10 in a group including the teacher and
parent access into school is also restricted.
Therefore our Prep transition for next year in summary is as follows:

Thursday November 12: 10:00am or 7.00pm, “Coffee Catch up” via Webex with School Principal
and a 2020 Prep teacher. Webex invites were emailed to parents. No obligation to attend.

Thursday November 19: First Prep transition at a time to be booked by the parent via “school
interviews.”

Tuesday November 24: 7:00pm, Prep information night via Webex. Webex invite to be
emailed to parents.

Monday November 23 or Thursday November 26: NAT Bag collection and uniform ordering at
a time to be booked by the parent via “school interviews.”

Thursday December 3: Second Prep transition at a time to be booked by the parent via
“school interviews.”

Monday February 1, 2021: from 9.30am to 1:00pm: First Day of Prep.

Friday February 5, 2021: Prep classes sent home

Wednesday February 10 and each Wednesday until March 10: No school for Prep children.
Parents book children in for a literacy and numeracy assessment (40 minutes each)

Wednesday March 10: Children resume school on Wednesdays

TUTORS IN SCHOOLS
As families may be aware, the Department of Education has been funded to provide a Tutors in schools
program to support schools in targeting students who need extension or support following on from remote
learning. Schools have received preliminary information on how the State Government’s tutoring program
will roll out in schools. All schools will receive funding based on approximately 20% of the student
population receiving two to three, 45-minute small group tutoring sessions per week for 26 weeks.
Readers of our last newsletter will have noted that the school had already built in extra support for 2021 in
the form of a Post COVID support teacher so the tutoring will support this initiative wonderfully well.
Over the coming weeks, our school will continue to monitor and identify students requiring additional
support and put in place logistical plans to support the program.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE START OF THE 2021 SCHOOL YEAR
At our last School Council meeting, it was approved for the school to use 3 of our 4 pupil free days at the
start of the year to launch into 2021. The start of the year is as follows:
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Jan 17

Jan 18

Jan 19

Jan 20

Jan 21

Jan 22

Jan 23

Jan 26

Jan 27

Admin staff
return
Jan 28

Jan 29

Jan 30

Australia day
holiday

Staff return

Curric Day #2

Curric Day #3

Jan 24

Jan 25

Curric Day #1

Jan 31

Feb 1

Feb 2

Feb 3

Feb 4

Feb 5

WORKING
BEE
4-7PM

All Yr 1-6
students
return.
9.00am-3.30pm

Preps 9.001pm

Preps first full
day

Full day P-6

Full day P-6

Preps 9.30-1pm

Feb 6

(Start assessments the
following
Wednesday)

The school has one pupil free day available that we haven’t used in 2020, however we feel the children
this year have been home enough and we would rather have them here maximizing teaching and
well-being opportunities with their peers.
CONGRATULATIONS
Last month, we announced through the newsletter that our grade 3/4 teacher Lauren McNay and her
partner Jake are expecting their first child in February.
I can now update that we have 3 more babies on their way. Mr. Darbyshire and his wife Katherine are
expecting their second child next year. Miss Kennedy and her partner Rob are expecting their first
child………..and that’s not all! Mrs. Venten and her partner Brennan are expecting their first child.
Congratulations to all of you……..and no, there is no truth in the rumour that the school is planning on
opening up a crèche for staff children!
SCHOOL PHOTOS
Thanks everyone for having the children in school uniform for the photos yesterday. We were really
pleased we made a long term booking and thankfully the restrictions had lifted enough to be able to
actually hold them. We were starting to make other plans to do our own photos as we could have the
children in their groups, it was that we couldn’t have the photographers in. Another quirk in what 2020 has
brought for us all!
CLASS FORMULATION
I would like to thank all of the parents who took the time to share information with me recently, regarding
their child’s class/group placement for next year. I was impressed with how well each submission had
been presented and that parents/guardians understood that the process of making grades up each year
was complex, and that all children’s needs must be carefully considered. The due date for letter closed on
the Friday afternoon before the Cup Weekend.

On the whole, parents did respect not requesting teachers though some did try to get this through the
system. As stated in previous editions, letters that request teachers won’t be considered.
Our staff work hard to set up balanced, fair and productive classes across the whole school. As staff
continue with the thorough process of allocating children to class groups, many meetings occur and all
children will be placed into a class group for next year, with at least one other student of their choosing.
PREPARING FOR 2021 - WHAT IS STUDENT TRANSITION?
Student transition involves the programs, processes and opportunities used to support students entering,
moving through and exiting our school. Our transition program supports students transitioning:

Into school – ‘Kinder – Prep’ and new student enrolments from P-6

Through school each year - As students’ progress through each Year level and

Exiting the school - Year 6 to Year 7 and accessing special education settings.
Why is a transition program important?
Each student’s life experience is different. Our students come from many different backgrounds as well as
a variety of family structures. Each child will have developed a range of skills and abilities that form the
basis of their positive school experiences and ability to adapt to new situations.
Throughout each child’s school journey the various stages of transition create periods of change for the
child and their family. These periods can be both challenging and exciting. The aim of our transition
program is to support each student to make every transition as smooth as possible. It is important to
understand that the preparation for each stage of transition starts well before students take their next step
and is supported through a combination of special and whole school programs.
How are Tecoma P.S students supported through the phases of transition?
Student transition is most successful when:

Each student’s sense of belonging at school is strong

Processes are in place to build familiarity and reduce anxiety and students are supported to build
their capacity to adapt positively to change.
The key components of our comprehensive transition program are delivered through our curriculum, whole
school teaching practices, special programs, parent evenings and meetings.
This week, we had our transition week where children were mixed up into next year’s level,
re-acquainting themselves with friends from other classes. Then, the children will have the opportunity to
choose 6 friends they would like to be with next year.
The list provided below is not exhaustive but provides further insight into our multi-dimensional transition
program.

Sharing reflections on extra-curricular events to expose our younger students to some of the
different activities our older students do (for example camps and excursions and incursions)

The use of our data tracking GradeXpert program to give teachers a clear picture of student
progress

Staff visiting other classes.

Specialised programs
o
Kinder – Prep Transition (greatly modified this year)
o
December 8th Transition morning where all students meet in their 2021 classes.
(restrictions permitting)
o
Whole school special days and events where students spend time with different
teachers, students and in various rooms. (For example Japanese Day, Kids Matter
Days and the like…in a normal year)
o
The leadership hour on Thursday where our whole school cross tutors
o
School camp, especially this year as grade 3-5 are having their day towards the end
of the year.


Parent Involvement - Information Nights, Science and Invention nights, Art nights, Forums, Welcome
to Tecoma Evening / Teacher Interviews and meetings. Of course, much of this has been restricted
this year due to COVID.

Speaking of transition, our Grade 6 students will soon be visiting their new Secondary Colleges, most
likely in smaller groups due to COVID with a mix of emotions—perhaps excitement, perhaps a little
anxiety?
These times provide great opportunities for parents to have a family chat about these feelings and how
normal they can be. Parents can be strong role models through these times by sharing their experiences
in relation to how they overcame their worries as they moved through different phases of their life.

Our children look to us for a validation of their thoughts and feelings—many concerns can be put to rest
over a family dinner discussion.
The ability to be resilient during challenging times is a life skill that will be used throughout a child’s life.
Resilience is the ability to ‘bounce back’ from life’s difficulties. Teaching explicit skills in relation to the
development of resilience is part of our “Kids Matter” and “Bounceback” programs. It is vital to help
children develop resilience strategies that promote well-being and develop coping mechanisms.
Andrew Fuller is a clinical psychologist and he describes resilience as “the happy knack of being able to
bungee jump through the pitfalls of life – to rise above adversity and obstacles.”
Tips for building resilience in children:
1.
Make connections
Teach children how to make friends and develop empathy. Encourage them to be a friend in order to
get friends. At school, watch to make sure that one child is not being isolated. Connecting with
people provides social support and strengthens resilience.
2.
Teach children to help others
Children who may feel helpless can be empowered by helping others. Ask for help with a task they
can master. At school, brainstorm with children about ways they can help others.
3.
Daily routine
Following a routine can be comforting to children, especially younger children who crave structure in
their lives. Encourage children to develop their own routines.
4.
Take a break
Although it is important to stick to routines, endlessly worrying can be counter-productive. Show
children how to focus on something besides what’s worrying them.
5.
Self-care for children
Teach children the importance of making time to eat properly, groom themselves, exercise and rest.
Children need ‘down time’ to relax, so make sure that not all free time is filled with a scheduled
activity.
6.
Goals
Teach children to set reasonable goals and move toward them one step at a time. Moving toward
that goal and receiving praise for doing so will focus children on what they have accomplished.
7.
Nurture a positive self-view
Help children remember ways that they have successfully handled hardships in the past and how
this can help them handle future challenges. Help children learn to trust themselves to solve
problems and make appropriate decisions.
8.
Be optimistic
Even when children are facing very painful events, help them look at the situation in a broader
context. A positive outlook enables children to see the good things in life and keep going even in the
hardest times.
9.
Self-discovery
Change and tough times are often when children learn the most about themselves. Help children to
see that this is a good time to find out “what they are made of.” Change can be scary for young
people, help them to see that change is part of life.
10. Make home a safe haven
Home should be a haven, especially as your child matures and encounters more freedoms and
choices and looks to home to be a constant, safe and emotionally secure place in his or her life.
STUDENT LEADERSHIP AND CRITERIA
Our staff have been talking to the grade 5 children about student leadership positions at our school for
2021. As students move into Year 6, opportunities for each child to partake in a number of formal and
informal leadership roles are expanded.
Our formal leadership roles in 2021 are:

School Captains

Environment/Kitchen Captains

Art Captains

Music Captains

Science Captains

Computer Captains

Junior School Council

Sports Captains

Performing Arts Captains

Student Action Team
Students are nominated by their peers for the role of School Captain. Nominated students are required to
write a speech that they present to the rest of the children in grade 5.

Di and I will both be there when the speeches are delivered. Voting, by their peers, takes place by ballot at
the completion of the speeches.
The Role of School Captain is set out as follows:








Represent Tecoma Primary School and its students with distinction.
Lead and organise weekly assemblies.
Respond to requests from Principal and teachers.
Escort visitors around our school with confidence and good manners.
Use initiative to catch up on lessons missed due to representing our school.
Show responsibility to carry out specific jobs once learnt without having to be reminded
Exhibit the confidence and maturity required to speak in front of a large audience at events.
These may include assemblies, impromptu speeches for special visitors and special events.

We will announce the 2021 School Captains in the coming weeks.
REMEMBRANCE DAY:
On Wednesday, 11th November students and staff were led by the Junior School Council in
a pre-recorded service to commemorate Remembrance Day which is a significant day in
Australia. Remembrance Day commemorates the noble sacrifices of armed forces and
civilians during times of war. At the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, one
minutes silence is observed across the country to mark the end of hostilities on the Western
front during WW1 after four years of warfare.
Poppies are available from the office with all proceeds going to the RSL.
See you around the school.
Rohan Thompson
Principal

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

Milla F

Milla, I am so proud of you! You did an amazing job this week, brainstorming a
list of describing words for our visual literacy picture prompt. Using your
alphabet strip, you identified and recorded the key sounds in each word, in your
Writer’s Notebook. Well done!

Prep P

Emma L

Prep Y

Liam F

1C

Logan P

Emma delighted me with the wonderful engagement she had shown during
remote learning and the way she had beautifully completed the different tasks.
At school Emma did a great job this week on writing down some words we had
brainstormed in describing the house in the picture for Visual Literacy.
Congratulations Emma on working so hard at home and at school.
Liam I am so thrilled at your personal best efforts in writing! The confidence
you now have in sounding out words, as well as your letter formation and
placement is awesome! You're becoming such an awesome writer Liam!
Well done!
For his beautiful handwriting! Logan, you have been putting amazing effort
into making sure you are writing your letters neatly and correctly. I can
definitely see that your writing has improved! Well done :)

1V

Emma C

When one of our class arrived late after an appointment, Emma spontaneously
helped her, by getting the materials needed for the activity and explaining what
to do in a caring and friendly way. Lovely job Emma!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

2L

Chloe A

Chloe is a respectful and honest student and always follows the school values.
In class she listens intently and delivers her best work. Keep up all your hard
work Chloe.

2R

Charlie J

For your very creative arguments to persuade the grade that the ant should be
stepped on in ‘Hey Little Ant’. You did try to convince us that one little ant
didn’t matter, but we couldn’t quite be persuaded this time.

3/4G

Cooper B

Cooper’s reading has skyrocketed. He is developing a wonderful obsession with
reading and it is fabulous to watch him absorbed in a novel. Remember what
Dr Suess says: the more you read, the more things you will know!
Keep up your positive reading habits Cooper!

3/4R

Cooper R

For working so hard during our writing session on Tuesday. Cooper listened
well and learnt how to ‘bump up’ his introduction to his narrative writing. He
incorporated our ‘Word of the Week’ and wrote an interesting title. Well done
Coop, I can’t wait to read the rest of your story.

3/4W

Oliver E

Ollie has started sharing his creative ideas more regularly during classroom
discussions, helping to enrich the conversation! Keep it up Ollie, it’s great to see
you contributing!!!

5G

Sadie G

For always striving to do her best in all areas and for being a kind and caring
member of Tecoma Primary School. Sadie has shown enthusiasm for becoming
a school leader and has pushed herself to try out for school captain. She has
been working hard on her speech, has reflected on the values she shows and
stepped out of her comfort zone to share how great she is with the class. Sadie
you should be so proud of yourself for making these decisions, believing in
yourself and growing as a leader.

5S

Caleb Y

For demonstrating focus and persistence when working through your
Geometricity project. It was great to see you on task, researching, asking
questions and actioning feedback to create your city. It’s also been wonderful
to see your confidence when sharing your interesting ideas aloud during class
discussion too. Keep up the great work Caleb!

5S

River W

For demonstrating critical thinking and empathy as we explored NAIDOC
Week. You made connection with our learning to Indigenous Australians and
their experiences. It was great to see you thinking more deeply about the
slogan, ‘Always Was, Always Will Be’, as well as identifying spelling words in the
Archie Roach video. You have really been taking responsibility for your
learning this week River. You should be very proud of your efforts!

Junior
School
Council

Jesse, Asher,
Melvin,
Callan, Jaye
and Starja.

Well done on your organisation of three school events over recent weeks. You
have shown yourself to be flexible and adaptable and able to focus to complete
jobs under short time frames or at short notice. The staff and students are
extremely appreciative of all that you have contributed and continue
contributing to our community. You should be extremely proud of what you
have achieved in a year with much disruption. Thank you!

Japanese

All of 2W!

For having so many challengers who want to learn their full name in Japanese!
Great enthusiasm!

