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OCTOBER 2020 BACK ON SITE 
It was with much excitement on Monday morning that we welcomed 
back all the children to onsite learning. While it was an option to 
stagger the return of the children across the week, we feel that every 
day is crucial and we needed the children back. 
A big thank you to everyone in our community (staff, students and 
parents) for all your efforts in working together for the best possible 
outcome for our children.   
Overall, the return back has been smooth. The children were 
extremely excited to see each other and their teachers and the 
transition back has been successful. While some children excelled 
during remote learning, others struggled with not having interaction 
with their classmates in person on a daily basis. I know remote and 
flexible learning has not always been easy, but through our collective 
efforts, our students have continued to make valuable progress in 
their learning. A smooth return to school is crucial as we aim to settle 
the students back into a routine and back into the ‘groove’ and re-
establish relationships.  
As the term progresses, we will continue to have in place strong 
measures to protect the health and safety of students, staff, families 
and the community. This includes staggering start and finish times, 
restricting parent access to school grounds and continued emphasis 
on hand hygiene and physical distancing where possible. All our high 
touch areas are being cleaned continuously throughout the day and I 
once again respectfully remind parents they should not enter the 
school buildings. 
We thank the school community for adhering to the guidelines we 
sent out last week regarding drops offs and pick ups, as well as 
movement in and around the school. It enables us to provide the 
safest possible environment during this time. We all have a role to 
play in stopping the spread of COVID-19 in our community.  



Our priorities for term 4 are: 
 
1. Mental health and wellbeing  
  
2. Learning with a major focus on Literacy and Numeracy 
  
3. Transitions in, through and out of school 
  
Of course, our core focus at Tecoma is student learning with a focus on literacy and numeracy. 
Our curriculum is carefully planned to ensure that all students maximise their learning in these 
important areas. Teachers will be continuing to undertake a range of assessment activities     
coming out of the post COVID period, in preparation for the modified end of year reports – it is 
very important that children attend school every day. 
 
We note with interest the call out by our state government this week for former teachers or     
people with Victorian Institute of Teaching accreditation to register to be a tutor in 2021. While 
there is still much detail to come on this initiative, we have already put in place plans to support 
the academic progress of the children as they return this term but also in 2021.  
 
Mrs Shelley Smith, one of our much loved teachers, currently on maternity leave has been      
employed this term to support literacy and numeracy coming out of COVID.  Her role will be to 
coordinate the teaching of the basics, the foundation blocks in both literacy and numeracy that 
are so important in those younger years. At this stage, we will enhance this role further next year 
and anything from the state government regarding tutors will be a bonus.  
While grade 5 camp is still booked, at this stage, it is not permitted to go ahead. We won’t be   
running excursions as we try and make the most of what we have left in 2020.  A number of our 
traditional end of year activities will not go ahead as planned such as the Christmas Carols night.  
Prep transition onsite is uncertain at this stage but we are hoping to have small groups of children 
attend sessions, similar to what is occurring in regional schools at present. This will depend on 
announcements from our Premier in coming weeks. We will continue to send out our weekly   
recorded introductory videos to kinder families and one of our staff will be visiting kinder children 
to meet the children in person. 
 
Discussion around Prep and grade 6 graduation has begun. It may be different to our previous 
ceremonies but we are committed to providing the students with a ceremony. At this stage,     
parents will not be able to attend any sort of assembly or ceremony as per the current directions 
from the Department of Education but we will continue to utilise video platforms that served us so 
well during remote learning to share in these experiences. I do hope this changes with these    
important celebrations, however, as we have experienced, things can change quickly but at the 
moment, you need to be aware of the worst case scenario.  
 
STAFFING AND GRADE STRUCTURES FOR 2021 
I cannot believe we are at this time of year, but we are now looking at structures for 2021. I think I 
know where the year has gone!   
Throughout November and early December, we will be working on our class structures and      
student combinations for next year. Changes in student numbers and staffing combinations    
usually cause us to reshape our proposed class structures several times throughout this term.  
 
Due to COVID, our numbers in Prep are uncertain and we have several staff placements that 
may or may not be a part of our 2021 staff team, with various interview processes to occur.  
 
At this stage, we hope to hold 19 classes next year for what is expected to be anything between 
450 and 460 children, dependent on kinder families that are yet to enrol due to COVID. However, 
we need definite numbers across all levels before we make that decision.  
As it stands now, the school is at capacity due to the number of buildings on site and only       
children living in our zone or with an older sibling will be able to enrol at our school as it stands 
today. 



Due to this, it is vital that we are made aware of any circumstances that may impact on our       
enrolment numbers. Please let us know urgently if you intend to enrol a child at our school, if you 
are aware of people in our community who will be enrolling or if you intend to transfer to another 
school. We desperately require this information as soon as possible in order to establish grade 
structures for the start of the new school year. If you will not be at Tecoma in 2021, please notify 
the school office in writing as soon as possible.  
 
What are the criteria that we use to make up class lists?  
 
Factors influencing class structure are:  

  the educational needs of the students; 

  the projected number of students in each year level; 

  the ratio of girls to boys; 

  the number of teachers employed at the school; and 

  resources and facilities. 
 
Factors which are considered in the placement of students include:  

  academic performance – judgements over time 

  work habits e.g. ability to work independently 

  behaviour 

  gender 

  social network /friendships 

  social maturity 

  special needs e.g. twins, siblings. 
 
What is the process for placing students into classes?  
 
Based on the criteria listed above, teaching staff and administration meet mid-term 4 to establish 
classes for the following school year. 
Teachers ensure each new class has:  

  a balance of academic ability 

  gender balance 

  socially balanced groups 
 
During this process, changes and adjustments are made over several weeks. Each change may 
trigger a chain reaction of other changes. 
Proposed class lists are submitted to myself and Assistant Principal Di Double for final             
ratification.  
 
The new classes will be announced on the proposed Orientation Day, December 9. Traditionally, 
Prep classes have been announced on Prep information night in late November but that may 
need to take place in another format. 
With this in mind, parents are now invited to write to me about any additional information that will 
help us in determining a placement for your child. 
 



2021 GRADE PLACEMENT REQUESTS 
Parents are now invited to write to me about any concerns they may have for their child’s         
educational needs for 2021.    
 
Please note, requests for particular teachers will not be considered as the best interests of all of 
the children and the effective management of the school must be taken into account.  

 
Letters will be considered up until 4pm, Friday October 30, 2020. 
Letters received after this date will not be accepted unless in exceptional circumstances.  
These letters are to be addressed directly to myself with all details and information provided kept 
in confidence.  
 
While I have letters on file from previous years, I will only be taking into account letters I receive 
this year. Often friendship concerns become outdated as the children grow in maturity and 
have developed new friendships. However, if you have information from previous years that you 
feel I need to know that is relevant in regard to your child’s placement, please include this in your 
letter. Please don’t assume I know! 
 
As you may understand, the allocating of children to classrooms is a very complex task and one 
that requires patience and a great deal of thought and manipulation. Please assist us to make 
this process as smooth as possible by taking note of the requests as outlined. Please also be 
aware that requests are indeed requests and does not mean it will automatically happen. We 
have decided, on balance, in previous years to not grant some requests. This is done with all the 
information that we have at our disposal and every decision will be made for the betterment of all 
children.  Should you wish to discuss any concerns with 2021 grade placements, please contact 
the school office to arrange a time for a chat.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
I am aware that 3/4M are well aware of this news, but we were very excited to hear during the 
remote learning period that our grade 3/4 teacher Lauren McNay and her partner Jake are       
expecting their first child in February. 
Congratulations Lauren and Jake, we look forward to queueing up for the first post COVID hold of 
the baby! 
 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY NEXT FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23 
A reminder to all families that next Friday, October 23 is a public holiday for AFL Grand Final/
Acknowledgement Day for Front Line Workers. There will be no school on this day. 
 
EXTREME & CODE RED FIRE DANGER DAYS  
Our school is one of many schools across Victoria that is a Bushfire at Risk school.  
Like all Bushfire at Risk Schools, we are closed on any declared Code Red Day.  
Information about the current and expected Fire Danger Ratings can be found in weather       
forecasts on daily news programs, published on websites and in newspapers, broadcast on radio 
and on the CFA website.  
With fire season fast approaching it is a good time to remind our families to ensure that all your 
details are up to date at the school. We know that a number of families circumstances have 
changed recently and we require the most up to date records to ensure we can contact you. If 
you have changed address, got a new phone number or have a new alternative contact, please 
contact the office to give us the details so that we are able to contact you if required.  
 
TERM 4 IS A SUN SMART TERM 
Parents and children are reminded that this term, children must wear school sun smart hats every 
day during recess and lunch breaks.  
 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 





GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep K All of Prep K! Welcome back to the classroom Prep K! I am so proud of the remarkable 

resilience you have all shown, throughout both periods of Remote Learning. 
Despite the challenges this year presented us, you all persevered by continuing 

to engage with the activities on Seesaw, and socially with each other on our 
Webex check-ins. Well done! 

Prep W Amber M Amber has put an incredible effort into all of her work in Literacy and 
Numeracy this week. She has been reading aloud more confidently and working 

well with numbers. Keep up the great work Amber!  

Prep Y Lenix E Leni welcome to Tecoma Primary! We are so thrilled to have you in our class, 
and I am so proud of the way you have come into our class, overcoming your 

nerves, making new friends and showing us your wonderful personality!  

1C Felicia W For her wonderful start at Tecoma Primary School! Felicia, you have joined the 
1C family with ease and have been positively working with others to learn new 

things. It is wonderful to see you have a smile on your face each morning! 

1V Winter H For returning to school after remote learning with a positive and ‘can do’ 
attitude. Winter, I’m very impressed with how you are trying so hard, 

persevering when something is tricky and feeling proud when you have 
achieved a skill or goal. Great job! 

2W Ava M This week we looked at ways to improve our persuasive writing, by including 
emotive language and by giving examples. Ava applied these well in her writing 
about which is better; remote learning or school learning? She had well-argued 

reasons and examples. Nice job Ava. 

3/4G Rhyder G It is lovely to have you back in the classroom Rhyder.  Your sense of humour 
and big beaming smile make every day a fantastic one.                                   

Keep up the great attitude! 

3/4K Connor M For brainstorming and coming up with 34 Vivid Verbs for his writing last week!  
    I was blown away by the effort you put in, and some of the very interesting 

words you thought of Connor. Your story about the attack of dragons and 
mummies in the haunted house was also very creative. Well done Connor! :-) 

3/4M Kali C Well done for settling back into onsite learning so well. Your friendliness to 
others in your class has been wonderful. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
3/4R Ella M It has been so lovely having Ella back in the classroom. She is a kind, 

considerate and helpful member of our grade who always thinks of others. 
Thank you Ella for all that you do! It does not go unnoticed.  

3/4W Mason E Mase has transitioned into our classroom seamlessly so far this Term. I am 
impressed with his willingness to have a go at any task and in him taking the 

initiative to ask his classmates when he is unsure of something.                     
Well done Mase!  

5G Orla M For returning to school with a positive mindset and excitedly contributing to 
class discussions. Orla has been kind and considerate towards others in class. She 

is always fair in her interactions and has dove into fun activities with 
enthusiasm. We are very lucky to have you in our class Orla. 

5M Charles S Charles has made a positive start back to school. He takes on feedback for his 
learning and supports and helps other members of our whole class. Charles has 

also shown he is prepared to stand up for what is right, which took a lot of 
courage. 

5S Ethan G For demonstrating enthusiasm to be back in the classroom, treating everyone 
with kindness and thriving during your first few Learning Agents lessons. 

Your fantastic ideas around developing a texture back and backstory with your 
group, show great collaboration and creative thinking. Keep up the great work! 

6F Tristian S Tristian has come back to school this week prepared to start afresh. He has 
made efforts in all tasks,  asked for help when he needed it and has shown 

developing stamina. Tristian, I am so very proud of you. This is such a great way 
for you to come back and to move forward!  Congratulations. 

6R Harper S Harper has transitioned seamlessly back to onsite learning. She has entered the 
classroom with positivity and optimism, demonstrated respect for her teachers 

and peers and engaged independently with learning tasks.  
Great start to your final term of Year 6! 

6R Lexie B Lexie has demonstrated independence in the way she has managed her learning 
in our first week back onsite. She has made choices in the classroom to allow 

her to focus and make the most out of learning sessions, and has completed her 
work to a high standard. Well done Lexie! 

Japanese All of 3/4W For participating in all the Japanese activities with great enthusiasm and 
showing support for each other.  Excellent start to the term! 








