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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
DATES TO
REMEMBER
MARCH

Friday 13th
Regional Swimming
Select Students only
Tuesday 17th
Science Fair
Years 5 & 6
5.30pm—6.30pm
Tuesday 24th
Transition Evening
Years 4-6 parents
Friday 27th
CRAZY HAIR DAY
Gold Coin Donation for

End of Term 1
Assembly 2.00pm
Finish 2.30pm

APRIL

Monday 13th
Easter Monday
Tuesday 14th
Term 2 Begins 9.00am
Monday 20th - Wed 22nd
Grade 3/4G, M & W Camp
Wed 22nd - Friday 24th
Grade 3/4K & R Camp

GRADE 5/6 CAMP
Our grade 6 campers have returned safe and sound from the Coonawarra
camp last week. There is no doubt they had a wonderful time away and will
have spent the weekend catching up on much needed rest … and telling
stories! The staff at Coonawarra were most impressed, as were we with
our students and their willingness to take on the challenges, even in the
rain, such as the giant swing, horse riding, ropes course, the labyrinth,
flying fox, canoeing and rafting.
We can only send children to camp with the support of staff and parents. A
huge thank you to our teachers Lisa Hoskins-Faul and Mel Rowland for
their planning and organisation to ensure that every child had a wonderful
time and for spending a week away from your loved ones. It certainly is
huge commitment to take a group of children away for 4 nights and 5 days.
Thank you also to parent helpers Fiona Green, Tim Seipolt, Derek Murray
and Ryan Verner who spent time away from their families and their other
lives to contribute to the enjoyment and experiences of the students.
END OF TERM
Timetable for the last day of Term One, Friday March 27.
9.00am – 11.00am Students in class
11.00am – 11.30am Recess
11.30am – 1.00pm Students in class
1.00pm – 1.10pm
Students eat lunch in class
1.10pm – 2.00pm
Lunch play
2.00pm – 2.30pm
Whole school assembly
2.30pm
Students dismissed.
COVID-19 UPDATE AND INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES
As you are well aware, health authorities across the nation and globally are
continuing to respond to the emergence of COVID-19 (coronavirus) and
that the school will always follow the advice of the Education Department
and the public health authorities in these circumstances. I am sure that
each of you are continuing to be alert to the potential spread of the virus
and how it may impact the Tecoma PS community. Please be reassured
that the health and wellbeing of your children and our staff is of paramount
importance.
The Department of Education has been updating information regarding the
emerging outbreak of COVID-19. The extension to existing travel
restrictions now applies to visitors from South Korea, Iran and mainland
China. Visitors who are not Australian citizens or permanent residents, or
their dependants, will not be allowed entry into Australia. The Australian
Government has advised that visitors from Italy will be subject to enhanced
health screening and temperature testing arrangements.
In
addition, the advice for schools from Victoria’s Chief Health Officer is the
cancellation of overseas school trips/tours

As was the case at the start of the 2020 school year when some independent schools adopted a different
stance to the Department of Education, we are cognisant of continuing concern and confusion given the
closure on Monday of two Sydney schools, as well as Melbourne’s Carey Grammar School. School
closures will be made on the recommendation of Victoria’s Chief Health Officer only. Once this occurs,
DHHS will inform the Department of Education and Training, and they will work with schools to implement
any closures. Let’s hope it doesn’t get to this stage.
Parents, please continue to ensure that any child returning from mainland China (not including Hong
Kong, Macau and Taiwan) from 1 February, and from Iran from 1 March, is isolated at home and not
attend school until 14 days after they were last in mainland China, Iran or South Korea. (This advice also
applies to any impacted staff).
Best practice advice at the moment relating to personal hygiene is for us as parents and teachers to
remind our young people about the main ways to protect themselves against infections by practising good
hand hygiene and respiratory hygiene, which includes:
• Covering your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or cough into your elbow.
• Disposing of the tissue into a bin and then washing your hands afterwards.
• Washing hands regularly with soap and water or a hand sanitiser, after using the toilet and before eating.
For the wellbeing of all members of the Tecoma PS community and in accordance with our current
practices, students who are ill/or have flu-like symptoms should not come to school and remain at home
until they have recovered, as is the practice for staff.
The school will continue to act on the advice and directives of health authorities and government agencies
about evolving developments with COVID-19 and will keep you informed. We encourage you to remain
aware of current arrangements and be on the alert for changes in directives issued by government
authorities.
For families travelling over the upcoming Term One break, please be aware that the government may use
quarantine and/or self-isolation after the return from specified countries (current list is subject to change)
as a strategy to limit community transmission.
Thank-you for your continued support in this matter. Please contact the office if further information or
clarification is required.
Please see the following link which outlines the most up to date information for schools on how to
manage/stay safe against the COVID – 19 health alert.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx#link1
As for toilet paper, I’m told we have plenty by our cleaning company! Thank you for those of you that have
asked!
CLIFTON CREEK PS FUNDRAISER
Throughout Term 1, we have witnessed many acts of kindness from our students, staff and wider
community. It has been very uplifting and making our school a fantastic place to learn and work. One
particular of act of kindness we would like to mention is that of the Junior School Council (JSC) fundraiser
that took place two weeks ago with our “Buck for the Bush” day which involved a bush dance. Our JSC
ran a free dress fundraiser for Clifton Creek PS. The school was burnt down in the recent bushfires. Our
community banded together and raised $600. This was a truly fantastic effort and was greatly appreciated
by the Clifton Creek community. We are one of 14 schools in a collegiate network that, student led, raised
$14,000 for Clifton Creek PS. This amount would not have been raised by the small local community in
such a short amount of time and will go towards assisting the school get back on its feet.
Thank you to the JSC and Miss Rowland for her leadership.
ARRIVAL TIME AND PUNCTUALITY
On the weekend, I printed off our absence data for 2019 and it was big increase on what we have
achieved over the past few years
At Tecoma we have been trying to address this for many years now and you can see the results over the
past 6 years (average highlighted in yellow). When I first started in this position, our children were, on
average, absent more than the state average.

Absence data (Days per year absent from school)

Year level
Prep
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Average

2014
10.2
12.1
11.7
12.0
12.4
10.3
14.5
11.8

2015
15.0
11.6
13.4
12.8
13.5
13.0
14.8
13.44

2016
13.0
14.2
9.2
15.5
11.7
10.9
14.9
12.77

2017
12.2
15.3
15.2
10.9
15.5
14.2
14.0
13.9

2018
12.96
10.02
14.27
11.38
10.76
12.18
11.65
11.93

2019
14.57
15.27
14.38
12.97
16.11
12.82
12.82
14.19

We have attributed our rise of over 2 days last year due to the public holidays last year, where
Easter Monday and Anzac day were Monday and Thursday, with families electing to take the
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday to make a 3 week school holiday period. While we are still well
below the state average (16.3 days per student last year), we would like to see our results a little
lower. 14 days of school over a year equates to nearly 3 weeks lost of learning time. When we
only have 40 weeks in a school year, this is significant amount of time. Over 13 years, that adds
up to 39 weeks or almost a school year.
Why regular attendance is so important





Teachers often present new concepts in a sequential way, so missing out a day of school
can mean missing out on the fundamentals. It’s hard to make up this learning so keeping
student absences to a minimum is essential.
Friendships and socialising can also be interrupted when children are frequently absent,
which can be distressing for children.
Every day that a student misses is associated with lower achievement in numeracy, writing
and reading.

What we do know is that attendance patterns are established early in life and will often continue unless
non-attendance is addressed.
What you can do to support regular attendance.







First, there are always times when a student becomes ill, and in this instance they should
stay home to recover. It’s vital however that they are only away when genuinely sick.
To assist with good health and minimise illness children need to have a good sleeping
pattern, eat well and exercise regularly.
Families are encouraged to think twice before giving children a ‘day off’ unless they are
genuinely sick.
If your child is experiencing any issues such as not wanting to come to school then please
alert your classroom teacher. Working together on such matters is most helpful.

What to do if your child has been absent




Talk to your child’s teacher and find out what work needs to be done to keep up with
learning.
Remember, that every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your
classroom teacher especially if the absence is longer than a couple of days.

A reminder: School begins at 9am but our music starts 3 minutes earlier. It is important that
students arrive punctually to commence their day at school. Punctuality will assist children to
establish positive routines and reduce any anxiety associated with arriving late. Punctuality will

also ensure that children do not miss out on the time provided in classrooms for personal organisation,
important announcements and the commencement of instruction time. As I said at assembly last week, it
would not be acceptable to arrive late to work and therefore, we need to train our children on the very important habit of being on time.
Perhaps aim for 10 to 9 so your child can be here for the Punctuality award. At various times throughout
the school week, you may hear the “eye of the tiger” theme. This signifies our search for a “punctuality
star,” a student who has done the “hard yards” and run to class and been on time. If their name is called
out from the random draw and they can come across to the office within a minute of their name being
announced, they were obviously here on time and will receive a reward of a free lunch order up to the
value of $5.
In order to reinforce punctuality and regular school attendance, we will once again be running the
Principal’s Attendance BBQ in 2020. These awards are provided to any student who achieves 97%
attendance. They receive an invitation to the Principal’s Attendance Barbecue in the final week of each
semester. Last year, we had a massive amount reach the target……..I can think of nothing better at the
end of this year than sitting down with 100 young friends to celebrate over a BBQ to celebrate their
success.
PREP STUDENTS TO FULLTIME
Our Prep students are attending school fulltime as of this week. Thank you to all of our prep parents for
your support throughout the first five ‘prep–free Wednesday’ weeks. This has enabled the teachers to
perform some valuable testing and assess each child’s entry level.
SCHOOL PHOTOS
Due to an unforeseen clash with the regional swimming championships, we have moved our photos to
Friday, May 8. We would have had 14 children miss out otherwise.
YEAR 6-7 TRANSITION 2021
Over coming weeks, many secondary schools will be providing opportunities for students to attend open
afternoons, school visits and tours. These visits are an important step in our transition process, and allow
all students in Year 6 to understand the various opportunities and programs different schools have to
offer. Parents of year 6 students who are unsure about the available opportunities, are encouraged to talk
to their child’s year 6 teachers, or directly to the secondary schools.
CYBER SAFETY
The upcoming holiday period often means more “spare” time to surf the internet and spend time within
virtual environments. With this extra usage, whilst knowing some parents will still need to attend to work
commitments and other duties, it is most important to monitor your child’s computer usage at
all times, but especially over weekends and when holiday periods arrive.
What does it mean to be safe online?
Behaving safely online means:

protecting one’s own privacy and personal information.

protecting the privacy of others (this can be sharing personal information or images, which in most
cases is unlawful).

selecting appropriate spaces to work. The home computer should be set up in the kitchen area or
somewhere common. Not laptops tucked away in bedrooms.

being proactive in letting someone know if there is something that is “not quite right‟. At home this
would be a parent or guardian, at school a teacher.

Ensuring a suitable “net nanny” has been activated on your computer.
Of course, these principles of safety and responsibility are not specific to the web, applying to the use of
the internet both at home and at school. The virtual world of the internet involves many risks. Schools
utilise and discuss positive strategies that help to minimise these risks. However, parents also have a key
role to play in keeping children safe whilst online. For example, “Face Book” accounts should only be
made available to children above the age of 13. Please try hard to resist the “nagging” and the old saying
“ but EVERYONE else has an account.” This of course is not true!
Further information can be accessed from the web addresses below:
http://australia.gov.au/topics/it-and-communications/internet
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/lol/default.htm

ATTITUDE TO MATHS
As a parent, you are the most influential factor in how your child views school. Your involvement with their
learning goes a long way towards your child becoming a capable, resilient and happy learner. When it
comes to maths many parents are scared of maths or think they just can't do it, but it's the worst thing you
can tell your child. You are a crucial role model. When you as a parent tell your child that you yourself
can't do it, it means you are communicating messages that it's OK not to be good at maths. This is an
attitude which can carry all the way through school. Two things that you can do to help foster a positive
attitude towards maths are to play games and to get your child to explain how they work things out.
Play games to show you're interested in maths
Playing games that involve cards or dice provides valuable opportunities to show that maths matters and
helps them to become better mathematicians. Ask your child to tell you the number of dots on a die each
time they throw one during a board game. Eventually they will be able to do this without having to count
them. These kinds of activities form the basis of working out number problems in their head. Research
shows that kids who can do these things mentally have a deeper understanding of the maths involved.
When your child is adding the dots of two dice together ask them to start counting from the biggest
number, eg if the dice rolled were five and two, start with the number five and then count on two more.
This helps your child learn to be efficient in their number strategies.
Ask your child to explain how they work things out
When your child works out a maths problem, such as adding the total when two dice have been rolled, ask
them how they did it. What has been found through years of research is that even young children have
quite sophisticated thinking strategies for solving maths problems. We need to communicate to them that
their ways of thinking are just as important as finding out the answer, When you ask your child, “How did
you get that?” they may at first say, “I don't know”, but if they realise there is an expectation that they will
need to explain the way they do maths, they will start thinking about it. The more they think about how
they did something, the more it might make sense to them – it really contributes to that meaning-making
process.
ASSEMBLY
There was no assembly this week due to the Labour Day Public Holiday.
See you around the school.
Rohan Thompson
Principal

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S.
PRIVATE TUTORS

Guitar

Juan Aravena

0402 688 836

Piano

Len Lacey

9754 3744

Violin

Piper Blake

0412 318 831

Drums/Singing/Piano

Jordan Scotney

0408 881 395

Divisional Swimming
Congratulations to our 9 members of the
Sherbrooke Swim Team. Jarvis G, Ollie O, Millie
W, Lexi K, Emily P, Cailin N, Amelie G, Mali B
and Leo G who all participated in the
Dandenong Ranges Division Championships on
Thursday 4th March at Aquanation in
Ringwood. Our Tecoma swimmers did a fantastic
job competing and should be very proud of their efforts. Good Luck to Ollie and
Jarvis who placed first and second in their events and have now qualified to
compete in the Eastern Region Championships on Friday 13th March. Thanks to
the parents who assist with driving students to and from the venue as well as those
who came along to support our Tecoma students.
GO TECOMA!

LOST PROPERTY!!!!
Our basket for drink bottles & lunch boxes is
overflowing!! Please come in and have a look
for your child’s things if they are missing. Our
bomber jacket basket is also full to the brim!!
Please help us by collecting your child’s items
or have your child check after school.

IF THESE ARE NOT COLLECTED BY
THE END OF TERM, THEY WILL BE
THROWN OUT.
UNIFORM SHOP

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours are:
MONDAY Morning

8:45am to 9:15am

THURSDAY Morning

8.45am to 9.30am

PLEASE NAME YOUR CHILD’S

THURSDAY Afternoon

3.15pm to 3.45pm

UNIFORM STRAIGHT AWAY!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

Elsa B

Elsa is a hard-working member of our classroom. She always takes her time to
produce neat and well thought out work of a high standard. Well done Elsa!

Prep P

All of

For settling in so quickly and smoothly into school life and working happily at
all the activities. AWESOME WORK!

Prep P!
Prep W

Florence H

Florence worked so hard to complete a piece of writing last week. She was able
to write the start sound for each word as well as some Golden words. Fantastic
work Florence!

Prep Y

Harley S

Harley your attitude to learning since starting school has been amazing. You
are so eager to learn how to read, and are showing so much growth already.
Well done.

1C

Cooper G

For his ‘5 Senses’ poem about cake. Cooper, you used wonderful descriptions,
such as “It feels so fluffy. It looks fat. I can smell it, mmm so good!” Well done
on using all your 5 senses Cooper!

1D

Xavier F

For reading his favourite book to the class, ‘Yellow Worm Is Tired’. Xavier
spoke in a clear voice and made sure that he sounded out any tricky words. 1D
loved listening to you read Xavier. Well done!

1V

Emma C

Emma challenged herself by completing two-digit subtraction problems,
counting back carefully to find the answers! Great work Emma!

2W

Jet H

Jet wrote a great recount about his weekend at the Knox Festival. He didn’t like
everything there, but he did enjoy the fairy floss and cookies. Top effort Jet.

3/4G

Neil B

Neil’s approach to learning is just magnificent. He possesses a ‘never give up’
attitude, always keen to perform his personal best. Even breaking his right arm
has not stopped him….his handwriting using his left hand is highly impressive.

3/4R

Ollie O

For his amazing convict journal entries. Ollie, I am blown away each week with
your writing, you put so much thought and effort into each piece, making sure
it is descriptive and interesting to read. I feel like I am a fellow convict on the

3/4W

Willow F

5M

Michael R

For your enthusiastic attitude during the Bushwahzee! Willow showed very
little shyness, making sure to dance right in front of the Channel 10 cameras.
Her confidence helped others feel at ease and enjoy the experience.
Well done Willow!
Well done on the effort you are putting into your writing Michael. You have
listened well to the strategies we use when writing a persuasive piece and have
constructed your pieces with great passion.

5S

Ethan G

For demonstrating teamwork, focus and persistence in completing your Science
Fair project on your day off! You and your partner showed such enthusiasm
when exploring your wondering and we cannot wait to see the final product at

6F

Harry S

Harry was a wonderful camper at Coonawarra last week. He was inclusive,
courteous and respectful in each activity we undertook, gave everything his
personal best and even managed to guide his tricky horse successfully! It was

Do you enjoy hanging out with friends, Caring for the environment, exploring the outdoors or just want to challenge
yourself further….

Get Into Girl Guides!
We have vacancies for girls aged 5 -18 years.
Come along and try us out,

The first 3 weeks are free.

