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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
DATES TO
REMEMBER
FEBRUARY
Friday 28th
St John First Aid sessions
- Year’s 5&6
Monday 2nd Friday 6th
Camp Coonawarra
Year 6
Wednesday 4th
Divisional Swimming
Select Students only
No Preps at School
(Assessments Only)

MARCH
Monday 9th
LABOUR DAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Thursday 12th
Athletics Carnival
Years 3-6
Kings Park
Friday 13th
School Pix School Photo’s

Regional Swimming
Select Students only

MIKE LARKAN / BUSHWAHZEE
A big thank you to our families that attended the double header; Mike
Larkan’s weather report broadcast in from our school to channel 10 and
the Bushwahzee Bush Cabaret. The children were very excited to be part
of the broadcast and no doubt raced home to see if they made it onto the
screen. How Mike was able to read a full report while having a group of
children and a band playing in the background was beyond me.
We then moved into the Bush Cabaret part of the evening. The children
were able to showcase what they learnt during the day and in some cases
even get their parents up and dancing. In the process, our Junior School
Council were able to raise $600 for Clifton Creek Primary School, a school
near Bairnsdale that was burnt to the ground in the recent bushfires. This
fundraiser was driven by the children and they really invested in supporting
others, a skill that will hopefully lead to them being more empathetic to the
plight of others.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our new School Council met for the first time on Tuesday. The election of
the Department of Education staff was completed with Di Double and
Chelsey Robins being elected to School Council for the next 2 years.
Our School Council for 2020 is comprised as follows:
Parent Members
Claire Wharton
Natalie Leys
Nigel Grainger
Lisa Dell
Bec Hale
David Coe
Narelle Paul

DET Members
Rohan Thompson
Di Double
Chelsey Robins
Deb Langford

Our office bearers for 2020 are:
President: Lisa Dell
Vice President: Claire Wharton
Treasurer: David Coe
Secretary: Natalie Leys
We thank everyone for their willingness to be involved and give their time
for the betterment of the school and all the children in the school.

PARENT TEACHER MEET AND GREET
We had a wonderful attendance by parents at our Meet and Greet interviews last Tuesday
evening. Teachers were very pleased to be able to spend time with parents to learn more about
each student and further develop the partnership between home and school. Thank you to
everyone for your contribution. The information shared will assist us to plan for and work as
effectively as possible with you and your child throughout the year.
DROP OFF BAY
We would like to remind parents regarding the use of the drop off bay. In recent times, we have
had some parents/grandparents/community members parking in the drop off bay, especially after
school. The drop off bay is a stop and drop, or stop and pick up, not a park, wait and then pick
up. Some are currently parking there and this has caused traffic to bank up back onto Burwood
Hwy affecting the traffic flow and making congestion around drop off and pick up time even more
difficult.
We acknowledge, as it is with most schools that parking around the school is problematic but with
a little patience, a little courtesy and by obeying the rules and signage set out, we can make the
process smoother and safer for the children than what it is at present.
In a welcome addition to the drop off bay, School Council has approved the building of a
shelter to protect those waiting for their car to come along and pick them up. This has
been especially needed in the past few weeks as we have been hit with tropical thunderstorms that have also been around the pick up time of 3.30pm.
LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Please be reminded that we have an upcoming extra-long weekend for students across the state.
Monday 9th March is the Labour Day Public Holiday and the school will be closed.
PREP STUDENTS TO FULLTIME
Our Prep students will be attending school fulltime as of the week beginning Monday March 9.
Thank you to all of our Prep parents for your support throughout the first five ‘Prep–free
Wednesday’ weeks. This has enabled the teachers to perform some valuable testing and assess
each child’s entry level.
TEACHER PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS – FROM DET
In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of
educational services or changing the way we teach. The most important thing we can do to
improve student outcomes is to develop and improve the skills of our teachers.
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional,
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills for a
modern classroom. To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students,
but our teachers too; we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for
our teaching workforce.
What are the professional practice days?
As part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017, teachers will receive one day per
term when they are out of the classroom to focus on the improved delivery of high quality
teaching and learning.
On these days, an alternate teacher will be provided with the learning plan for the day and be
well equipped to assist your child with their learning needs.
We have booked all of our PPDs already for Term 1, with most of our staff undertaking curriculum
planning in preparation for Term 2.
What this means for your child:
Your child’s teacher will spend four days per year further developing their skills in areas that are
aligned to the school priorities. Your child will directly benefit from these improvements in their
daily learning.

SECURITY CAMERAS
Regular visitors to our yard will have seen tradesman around the school installing security
cameras to our buildings. This will be completed tomorrow. I have already had a sneak peak at
the quality of the footage that we will get from these cameras and it will really help us deliver to
the police evidence to be able to apprehend our vandals.
Sadly, we were hit with graffiti again on the weekend but as of this weekend, we will have greater
defences to be able to deal with it.
SCHOOL PHOTOS
School photos are scheduled for Friday March 13. To look our best and show pride in our
school, as in all other days, students must wear their full school uniform for school photos.
ASTHMA CHECKLIST
Approximately 1 in 10 children and adolescents in Australia have asthma and often there are
asthma “spikes” which can typically occur at the beginning of a school year.
Below is a checklist to ensure that if your child is an asthma sufferer, that they are prepared for
the school year.







My child has had an annual asthma management review with their doctor and has their
Asthma Action Plan reviewed
My child has up to date ambulance membership
My child knows how to recognise early symptoms of asthma and knows when to seek help
from staff
My child understands the importance of taking reliever medication when necessary and
knows how to use their puffer and spacer, either independently or with assistance.
An updated Asthma Action Plan has been provided to my child’s school.
A reliever puffer and spacer have been provided to the school. With the change in infection
control guidelines, spacers can no longer be shared between children.

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY
There was no assembly this week due to Bushwahzee performing in our hall for the children at
9.00am.
See you around the school.
Rohan Thompson
Principal

Sherbrooke District Swimming Carnival 2020
On Friday 21st February 28 of our students proudly made their way to Belgrave Outdoor Pool to
represent Tecoma Primary School at the Sherbrooke District Swimming Carnival. It was a fantastic
day with all students swimming their very best and representing Tecoma proudly.
Congratulations to all of our students who did an amazing job and supporting and encouraging
each other throughout the day.
At the end of the event race points were collated. I am very proud to say that Tecoma placed 1st in
our district for this event. This was made possible by some very enthusiastic Tecoma students who
volunteered to swim above their age group and also jump into open events. Well done to our
Tecoma students for showing great team spirit.
Our first and second place achievers in both individual and relays will now represent Tecoma as
part of the Sherbrooke District swimming team at the Divisional Swimming Carnival at Aquanation
in Ringwood on Wednesday 4th March.
Good luck to all!
Thank-you to all parents who walked with our students to and from the venue, time kept and came
along to support our students. Your time given to help out is truly appreciated by all.

OFFICE NEWS
NOTICES

The following notices have been sent home:



Divisional Swimming (Select Students)



House Athletics Year 3-6



School Pix Order Forms for 13 March

TERM 1 LEVIES:

Prep - $15.00
Grade 1 & 2 - $40.00
Grade 3 & 4 - $35.00

Grade 5 - $20.00
Grade 6 - $20.00
Levies can be paid via QKR or at the office.
ABSENCES

If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the
school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day of their absence.
This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.
A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be
sent to them within the required time frames.

PHONE CALLS TO THE OFFICE:


Please note that getting messages through to
your children is in an EMERGENCY ONLY.



No messages will/can be passed on to children
after 3.00pm



Office is open from 8.30am for phone calls

.
UNIFORM SHOP

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours are:
MONDAY Morning

8:45am to 9:15am

THURSDAY Morning

8.45am to 9.30am

PLEASE NAME YOUR CHILD’S

THURSDAY Afternoon

3.15pm to 3.45pm

UNIFORM STRAIGHT AWAY!

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S.
PRIVATE TUTORS

Guitar

Juan Aravena

0402 688 836

Piano

Len Lacey

9754 3744

Violin

Piper Blake

0412 318 831

Drums/Singing/Piano

Jordan Scotney

0408 881 395

LOST PROPERTY!!!!
Our basket for drink bottles & lunch boxes is overflowing!! Please come in and have a look
for your child’s things if they are missing. Our bomber jacket basket is also full to the
brim!! Please help us by collecting your child’s items or have your child check after school.

