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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

DECEMBER 
 

Friday 20th 
School finishes at 

2.30pm 
 
 

JANUARY 
 

Tuesday 28th 
Working Bee 

4.30pm—8.00pm 
 

Wednesday 29th 
School starts at 9.00am 

Years 1-6 
 

Thursday 30th 
Preps start school 
9.30am—1.00pm 

 
Friday 31st 

Preps first full day 
9.00am—3.30pm 

 

FEBRUARY 
 

Wednesday 5th 
No Preps at school 
(Assessments only) 

 
 
 

FINAL NEWSLETTER FOR 2019! 
Thankyou to everyone in the Tecoma school community for 
making this a successful year for our children and our school. It has 
been another exciting year with many new and different things 
happening to continue to engage and challenge our children and to 
seek out new ways to make our school the best it can be. Some 
highlights for our children and staff in 2019 at Tecoma have been: 
 Record enrolment in Prep and continued increasing numbers 

across the school, so we have now reached our capacity 
 The completion of our school review, celebrating our successes 

but also giving us some challenges to aspire to in the next 4 
years 

 Continued growth in Before and After School Care program  
 Construction of the roof over the grade 5/6 classrooms, giving 

us an extra learning space 
 Pupil free days on Precision Teaching with Glen Pearsall, 

literacy with Deb Sukarna and launching our new Strategic 
Plan with our staff on December 9 

 The introduction of Chromebooks to the upper levels of the 
school  

 Introduction of more laptops to our school 
 Our Family Breakfast and Education Week celebrations 
 Our 2 night School Production at Mount Evelyn 
 The running of our colour blast that raised $12,000 towards a 

new Prep - 2 playground 
 Strengthening our Prep transition program with hugely positive 

parent feedback 
 Continuing our weekly kinder library program  
 Our Christmas Carols Concert on the oval 
 Numerous performances by the school choir 
 Participation in the 1000 steps service and the HMAS 

Castlemaine service which included a tour of The Shrine of 
Remembrance and the HMAS Castlemaine 

 Swimming program at Learn to Swim at St Josephs College, 
Ferntree Gully 

 Camps at Derby Hill, Maldon and Phillip Island for children in 
grades 3-6, plus year 2 Sleepover 

 Coaching clinics 
 Grade 6 graduation and Prep graduation 



 An end of year transition week to prepare for new grades 
 Entry into the State Aerobics Championships including winning some silverware (and gold!) 
 And much, much more…. 
 
Firstly, thank you to our dedicated team of staff (Leadership team, teachers, office staff, 
integration aides and OSHC team) who work together to give your children the very best learning 
environment that they can provide in their time at Tecoma. I know these people are looking  
forward to a well-deserved break once they get over their own Christmas and New Year  
celebrations. I know that with school running up to December 20 this year, many staff are having  
to cram their own Christmas preparations into 4 days, such has been the ferocity of the workload 
in this final part of the school year. Well done to all staff for a sensational year of learning,  
challenges, reflection and development at Tecoma. 
A huge thankyou to all School Council members for their support and tireless contribution to the  
school for the betterment of all children, not just their own. A very special thank you to School  
Council President Fiona Green, Vice President Lisa Dell, Treasurer David Coe and Secretary  
Natalie Leys who held Executive Roles.  
Fiona has decided to step down from School Council after 6 years, 4 as President. Thank you 
Fiona for your service to the school, being a part of 2 school reviews in the process. Also       
stepping aside are Angie Hume and Danielle O’Brien after 6 and 7 years respectively. Thank you 
ladies for your service. Danielle has also played a significant role on the Parent Network over a 
number of years.  
Thank you to the parents who continue to work hard in so many ways to make a huge 
contribution to our school’s ongoing success. Thank-you to our Parent Network for  another 
successful year. The Parent Network have been wonderful in raising $20,000. I would like to 
acknowledge all members of the Parent Network for your hard work, especially those who rolled 
their sleeves up for the colour run that raised over $12,000 for the school. 
Thank you to our wonderful children. Having read your reports, we can see the progress you 
have made especially around your learning goals. Terrific progress has been made. Thank you 
kids for all your hard work. 

Thankyou to all our Tecoma parents who ensure that everything that we ask and expect of them 
is done as well as possible.  It takes a village to raise a child and the partnership we experience 
here is brilliant. 

As the old saying goes “use it or lose it’” and this is very applicable for students and their       
learning. It is very easy to see the holiday break as a time for relaxation and fun, and so it should 
be - they deserve a break.  However students often return to school having lost some of the 
learning that they had previously mastered.  So if you want your child to start the 2020 school 
year ready for learning, please set some time aside over the holidays to: 

Read! Make sure that students are continuing to read, everyday if possible.  Books are readily 
available from the local libraries, make great Christmas presents, and they can be read and      
reread many times.  Newspapers and magazines are popular, even comics to entice the more 
reluctant. Older children can read to younger siblings.  Set up some routines to make sure there 
is time for reading: each night before bed, in the morning, or while dinner is being prepared.    
Parents read with or to your child, children can read to you or retell the book or chapter they read.  
Discussing the content of the book is also crucial. 

Count! We don’t expect you to teach the mathematics curriculum, but making sure that your 
child has automatic recall (less than 2 seconds) of maths facts is crucial. Driving in the car is a 
good time to practise, encourage students to improve becoming faster and more accurate (with 
all students having different competence – ranging from counting forwards and backwards by 1s, 
and knowing numbers before and after in Prep to confidence with addition and subtraction facts, 
multiplication and division facts in the senior school).  

One of the best presents you can give your child this Christmas is a love of learning which makes 
their future brighter. 

 



IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN 
The school year is almost over. The Christmas holidays are just around the corner. 
“Where did the last twelve months go?” That’s the adult viewpoint. 
Kids think, “What took so long?” Different ages, different perspectives. 
Kids generally want to plunge into holidays, leaving schoolwork, timetables and teachers behind. 
That’s only natural. 
But before they get too far into holiday mode, consider how you’ll round out the year, and bring it 
to a close. 
If your child is finishing primary school then our graduation ceremony signals the end of one 
phase of their school lives. 
The greater importance given to school graduation ceremonies over the last few decades is 
recognition of the human need to bring closure to one stage of life, and prepare for the next. 
Kids of all ages benefit from parental recognition of their achievements and successes as it sets 
the stage for the coming school year. 
Here are a few ideas from Michael Grose (parent educator) to help you close off the old year to 
prepare for the year ahead: 
 
1.Discuss the highlights and the lowlights of the year: Ask kids to name their highlights, 
favourite times or most memorable moments of the year just gone. Use age appropriate          
language and questions that will open them up, rather than shut them down. At the year’s end 
you could ask your children to rate the year from 1 to 5, and to identify their best memory, their 
favourite subject and something new that they encountered.  
2. Celebrate improvement and success: Identify one or two areas where they excelled,   
improved or overcame some challenges. Broaden the focus away from just academic              
performance and recognise achievement in social, sport or arts areas. It’s important for kids who 
struggle academically to understand that you value success in a variety of areas. 
3. Show appreciation: Consider how they can show appreciation to teachers, coaches or 
other people who may have assisted them during the year. Not only is it good manners to show 
gratitude, but some kids need reminding that other people contribute to their achievements. 
4. Look forward: It may be beneficial to give your kids a chance to vent about some aspect 
of the year that they didn’t like, found difficult or challenging. Try to limit this type of discussion so 
that it doesn’t end in a whinge session and point them toward a better future next year. 
5. Now relax: It’s time for them to set the previous school year aside, put their feet up and chill 
out over the school break. Remember, if the previous year wasn’t one of your child’s best, the 
five to six week break gives him or her a chance to make a fresh start next year. 
 
Please, it is very important that during the holiday break that the children’s education continues.  
Give the children the opportunity to read recipes, to write postcards, to add up shopping lists, to 
work out how long or how many kilometres to the holiday destination.  All fun ways to keep their          
education rolling. So much hard work goes into what your child has achieved both at home and 
at school so it’s important these skills continue to be fostered over the 5 week break.   
 
LAST DAY 
As you would be aware, due to the 43 degrees heat tomorrow, our final assembly will be held  
today from 2.45pm – 3.30pm where we say farewell to our Grade 6 students and other staff 
and students who will not be returning to Tecoma PS in 2020. With the predicted top of 26 today, 
it will be much more comfortable. 
Friday will be a normal school day, though we will finish at 2.30pm with the grade 6 children   
ringing the school bell to signify the end of their primary school journey. 
 
A reminder there is no Out of School Hours Care on Friday afternoon. 
 



GRADE 6 GRADUATION 
Grade 6 children and their families enjoyed their very special graduation ceremony at Burrinja  
followed by dinner at Upwey/Belgrave RSL on Wednesday evening with many favourable      
comments on this night being passed on by participating parents.  
It is a very intimate night for the Year 6 graduating students and their parents and the focus of the 
evening allows the children to demonstrate their enormous skills in public speaking as well as the 
thoughtful reflection on their primary school journey and the opportunities that lie ahead. Awards 
were given out on the evening to students selected as best exemplifying our school’s “School 
Values.” 
The Simon Zachariah Award is a perpetual award given out each year to the best ‘all round’     
student. This includes personal qualities as well as academic, artistic and sporting abilities.  
This year the award went to Mia Golding.  Congratulations Mia on achieving this great honour.  
Mia now has her name engraved onto the Simon Zachariah shield which stays in our school for 
years to come and Mia also receives her own award to keep as a memento of this occasion. 
 
The School Values Awards went to: 
Community – Faith Lightfoot 
Personal Best – Lucy Seeber 
Integrity – Caleb Jones 
Learning – Ruby Willliamson 
Respect – Caeleigh White 
Creativity – Billie Lagerewskij  
 
We have a new award this year. The Rotary Goodwill award reflects the mission statement of   
Rotary, awarding a student who demonstrates goodwill, peace, harmony, compassion and     
consideration for others. The Rotary Club of Belgrave will present this award annually to a       
student who displays these friendly and inclusive qualities. 
The Rotary Goodwill award was awarded to Taliyah Wesley. 
 
The Bendigo Bank Scholarship award was given to Emily Harvey 
  
I would like to thank our fantastic staff who put the night together with special mention to our 
grade 6 staff, Mrs Lisa Hoskins-Faul and Miss Lauren McNay who held the reins very tightly in 
organising the graduation. It went beautifully Lisa and Lauren….thank you! 
I wish all the year 6 children a very positive transition into their secondary education. You will all 
be sorely missed and of course we look forward to you all visiting in future years to hear of your 
new ventures. 

FAMILIES LEAVING TECOMA 
A special mention to those families leaving Tecoma this year, often after a long association with 
the school. Thankyou to the following families for their friendship and valued contributions over 
the years: 
 
From 6F: Cichorski (Olivia) Eagle (Beau), Ford (Charlie), Griffiths (Billie), Hunter (Maya), Jones 
(Caleb), Kiker (Jacinta), Meyers (Dylan), Phengpan (Jessica), Ruzicka (Brayden), Trundle (Billy), 
Ugrinovski (Jonathan) and Yarra (Violet).  
 
From 6M: Bourke (Harry), Gibcus (Sunny), Harvey (Emily), Howard (Xander), Keighran (Amali), 
Mann (Denver), McKay-Major (Carys), O’Brien (Ashleigh), Scoble (Oscar), Shugg (Ethan),        
Underwood (Josh), Vandegraaff (Hugh) and Wilson (Billy).  
 
And students from other years that are leaving our school: 
 
Carson (Sophia and Tilly), Oudendyk (Ella), Penwell (Zaha), Stamatis (Jordan, Leah, Bailey), 
Poesch (Imogen) and Tesselaar (Hannah) 
 
We hope that you take many happy memories with you of your times at Tecoma. 



LIBRARY BOOK and TAKE HOME BOOKS PLEASE RETURN! 
Please keep those library books and take home books rolling in! There are still many outstanding 
books to be returned. We know there are also many take home books out there in the community 
as many of the coloured tubs are empty. These are between $10-15 to replace and we need 
them back so children can begin the year taking home books at their reading level. They will be in 
the car, in the schoolbag, under the bed, you will probably also find those missing socks that 
matches up the lonely socks in the washing basket!   
 
ATTENDANCE 
As you would be aware, we have a reward BBQ to celebrate those children who reach an        
incredible achievement….97% attendance in the second semester of this year.  We had 86     
children (101 last year) attending my reward BBQ on Monday where they ate the culinary delights 
that I served up plus received a certificate to mount on the wall. Well done kids…….and mums 
and dads who get you here each day! 
 
START OF 2020  
Teachers resume on Tuesday 28

th
 January and the children commence on Wednesday 29th  

January (Preps on the Thursday 30
th
  January). Our school office will be open from Thursday 

23rd January if you need to contact the school. Prep parents; please note your special timetable 
for starting times included in your prep information packs. There will be a whole school assembly 
at 9:00am on the students’ first morning back. 
 
THANKS FOR EARLY PAYMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
Earlier this term, school Subject Contribution letters were sent home to all parents. On checking 
with the office, many payments have already been made which assists the school with budgetary 
processes in the new school year. Thank you to those families who have managed these        
progressive payments.  
Student supplies will only be handed out at the start of next year on payment of the allocated 
contributions. Parents who are experiencing financial hardship are urged to come and make an 
appointment at the school office to discretely speak about a payment plan (should an existing 
plan not be in place already).  These supplies will be handed out to students on the first day upon 
payment of these essential items. 
 
PICNIC WORKING BEE` 
You will have received a notice regarding the picnic working bee in the New Year. Please put this 
in your diary. It gives our community a chance to get together after the break and have our school 
looking brilliant for the children’s return. 
What : Working Bee 
When: Tuesday January 28, 2020 
Time: 4.30pm to 8pm.  
Hope to see you all here. 
 
SCHOOL CAMPS 2020 
We have dates for our 3 camps that we will run in 2020: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Grade Venue Dates 

2020 3/4 Ferngully Lodge, Healesville April 20-24 

5 Derby Hill, Maldon May 26-29 

6 Coonawarra March 2-6 



2020 TERMS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAY DATES 

Wednesday 29 January 9:00am Term One commences  

Grade 1-6 students begin 

Thursday 30 January 9.30am-

1.00pm 

Prep Students begin 

Monday  9 March   Labour Day Public Holiday 

Friday  27 March 2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly  

(Term 1 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Friday  10 April   Good Friday 

Monday  13 April   Easter Monday 

Tuesday  14 April 9:00am Term Two commences 

Saturday  25 April   Anzac Day 

Monday  8 June   Queen's Birthday Holiday 

Friday  26 June 2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly  

(Term 2 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Monday  13 July 9:00am Term Three commences 

Friday  18  

September 

2:00 – 2:30pm Assembly  

(Term 3 concludes -  early dismissal) 

Monday  5 October 9:00am Term Four commences 

Tuesday  3  

November 

  Melbourne Cup Holiday 

Friday 18  

December 

1:45 – 2:30pm Assembly  

(last day of 2020 -  early dismissal) 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

My best wishes to all our families for the Christmas period. I hope you all have a chance to spend 
some quality family time together and re-charge the batteries.  
Just in case you are tired at this moment and you are looking for inspiration as to how to get 
through the next 5 weeks, I have included an article from Michael Grose on tips for Happy      
Holidays so I hope you have lots of fun and stay safe! 
 
We were unfortunately on the end of some graffiti in the past month.  If you and your family use 
our school grounds during the holidays and see any suspicious activity, please call DET       
Emergency Management (9589 6266) or Belgrave Police (9754 6677). 
 
I look forward to seeing you around our school in the New Year. 
 
Until then, have a great holiday break and stay safe! 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 

 



Making the most of these holidays  

You don’t need an instruction manual to make the most of the school holidays. After all, holidays are 
about kicking your feet up, relaxing and getting away from the usual routines. Right? But the festive     
season can be stressful for many. For parents the prospect of keeping children occupied for up to six weeks 
can be daunting.  

Christmas can also be a difficult and lonely time for some. Sole parents and step-parents usually              
experience particular challenges at this time of the year as family catch-ups cause conflict, and disputes 
can arise over who children spend their time with. Often family differences are contained during the year 
but spill over when normal routines cease over the holiday period.  

Here are some ways to help reduce tension over the festive season and make the holiday season enjoyable 
and fruitful for all:  

1. Be creative with how festivities are organised. If you are flexible with your arrangements as well as your 
thinking then the potentially tricky times will flow more easily. For instance, two or more Christmas       
dinners may be needed so everyone is included.  

2. Mix up the routines. The best part about holidays is the change from the routines of school-life. Some 
kids feel comfortable with the routines of school-life and can feel a little lost until the new holiday routine 
kicks in. Be patient with these routine junkies! Also make sure you begin adjusting the routine as returning 
to school comes closer so kids are prepared for going to bed and getting up at earlier times.  

3. Mix ‘me’ time with ‘them’ time. Plan a mixture of outdoor activities or trips with quiet at home activities 
where you can relax and recharge your own batteries. The holidays give you a chance to spend time as a 
family but you also need to take some time for yourself each day. It helps to let your kids know that you 
are having some time out too.  

4. Resist being your child’s home entertainment machine. Give children opportunities to keep themselves 
occupied or think of inexpensive, fun ways to keep themselves amused. “I’m bored” is an invitation for kids 
to keep themselves occupied rather than for you to keep them amused.  

5. Team up with other families. Whether it is sharing celebrations with other families or just holidaying 
with friends, holidays offer the chance to broaden your child’s social circle.  

Make sure you provide the three types of activities that children want with their parents – i.e. rituals and 
celebrations, including family mealtimes; one-on-one activities where you spend some time alone with 
each child; and unstructured, impromptu activities such as playing simple games, storytelling and walks 
around the neighbourhood. These are important relationship-building activities that bind families together 
and enable you to build up emotional collateral with kids as they move into adolescence.  

This article comes courtesy of parenting educator, Michael Grose. Whilst parenting is not an exacting    
science it’s sometimes helpful to reflect on the way we do things because small things can make a       
difference.  

For more information please go to: www.parentingideas.com.au 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au


 

OFFICE NEWS. 

 

 

 

 

Firstly, from all of us girls, we want to wish you a 

very Merry Christmas and a Safe & Happy New Year. 

Thank you for your support this year. 

Our office will be open from 9.00am to 3.00pm on the following days. 
 
Thursday 23rd January 
Friday 24th January,  

Monday - Curriculum Day -  27th January. 

 
School Fees - Students will only receive their book packs on the first day of school 
once fees are paid or payment arrangements have been made.  Please contact us if you 

have any queries. 
 
Grade 6 Uniform & Leadership Badges: 

We are hoping these will be presented in the 2nd Week.  
A FlexiBuzz message will be sent confirming this in the New Year. 

 
QKR App (Payments, Uniform Orders, OSHC etc.) 
& FlexiBuzz, (Notices, Newsletters etc.) 
Please make sure you have these apps downloaded.    

They will be our main platform of communication and payments. 

 
Uniform Shop:   Tuesdays 8.45am to 9.15am 
    Thursdays 8.45am to 9.15am   

     & 3.15pm to 3.45pm 
 

 
 

Enjoy your Holidays! 

Karin, Heather, Anthea & Marnie.  
 
 

 



UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours are: 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am   

Thursday Morning  8.45am to 9.30am  PLEASE NAME YOUR CHILD’S  

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm  UNIFORM STRAIGHT AWAY! 

SCHOOL SPORTS POLO’S ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR  

YEAR’S 3-6 FOR 2020 - $40ea 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments   Guitar Juan Aravena 0402 688 836 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Piano  Amanda Collins  0478 166 709  Violin Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

www.victorianirishdance.com 

 

Out of School Hours Care Notice 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE does not run on Friday 20th December      

(Last day) 

Before School Care runs as normal. 

2020 Bookings 

It's that time of the year where we need to know your 2020 childcare preferences.  

If you are keeping the same days in 2020 can you please text the service with 

"SAME".  (0477 725 824) 

If you need to change your days just text the days you will need including “am” or 

“pm” to the service.  (0477 725 824) 



 

Congratulations to all students who participated in our trials on Thursday 12th 

December. Everyone gave 100% effort in their races and it was pleasing to see a 

large number of students participate in events that they have never trialled in 

before.  

We had a great morning of racing with just over 100 Tecoma students               

participating in a variety of events. The results will be used to select students for 

our Tecoma PS interschool team and 31 students will now be competing at the 

next level of competition, the Sherbrooke District Swimming Carnival, on Friday 

21st  February 2020 at Belgrave Pool (10am to 2pm). Good Luck to our District 

Swimming Team. 

Events such as our swimming trials would not be able to run without the help of 

wonderful parents. I would like to thank all our amazing parents who came along 

to help run this event. The morning ran so smoothly thanks to these fantastic 

people. Both the teachers and students appreciate the time you gave to assist on 

the day. 

I would like to make a special mention of the wonderful Vail family who have 

been the backbone of this event for many years. Thank you Terry, Jacqui,         

Jamieson, Amelie and Lucinda for your tireless effort year in year out ensuring 

that our swim trials run so smoothly.  

 














