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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

DECEMBER 
Friday 6th 

Vic Water Safety 
Certificate Year’s 5&6’s 

 
Monday 9th 

Curriculum Day 
Pupil Free Day 

 
Tuesday 10th 

Orientation Day & 
Buddies Picnic Lunch 

 
Monday 16th 

Reports Home to Parents 
 

Thank You Morning Tea 
For Volunteer Helpers 

 
Principal’s Attendance 

BBQ 
 

Tuesday 17th 
Prep Graduation 

Ceremony 11.30am 
followed by picnic lunch 

 
Bowling  
Year 3’s 

 
Wednesday 18th 

Bowling  
Year 4’s 

 
Year 6 Graduation @ 

Burrinja & RSL 
 

Thursday 19th 
Cameo Cinema 

Years 1&2 
 

Friday 20th 
Final Assembly 

1.45pm on the Oval 

THE COLOUR BLAST 
Didn’t the kids just have a wonderful time……and raised a significant 
amount of money for the school at the same time. The colour run 
had a dual purpose, both as a fun special event for students, and a 
fundraising event for our school. Money raised from the colour run 
will go towards the junior school playground.  
It was great to see the sea of colour on our oval on a picture perfect 
Tecoma day. The kids, just had a ball, laughing as they were 
squirted with the 7 different colours. 
My thanks to our Parent Network and staff who assisted on the day 
but I would really like to thank 2 people who masterminded the 
whole event and put in so many hours behind the scenes. They are 
Danielle O’Brien and Kate Murray who drove the event, coordinated 
our Parent Network helpers on the day, mapped out the course, 
added colour, coordinated with the Colour Blast organisation and as 
we speak are working through the ordering of the prizes. You did a 
wonderful job ladies! 
Thank you to the children and their families who took the time to 
raise funds; we will have a final amount hopefully in the next edition 
of the newsletter, once all the costs have been taken out. 
    
SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2020 
At assembly a fortnight ago, we announced our 2020 School 
Captains to the wider school community. The children went through 
an extensive process to select the captains. I must say I was really 
impressed with the list of candidates who all would have made 
excellent captains in their own right. We heard the speeches the 
children prepared when announcing they wished to be a candidate. 
No wonder the children voted for them as they were just so 
impressive.  
I was even more impressed with the way the children handled the 
announcement in amongst their peers, running over in the classroom 
to congratulate them. The winners were humble in their success and 
the candidates that missed out were extremely gracious. 
Life can be a roller coaster, we don’t always get what we want but 
it’s how we respond to the disappointment, bounce back and work 
towards the next challenge that shows our character and resilience. 
This week, the other children found out what leadership role they will 
have in 2020. The cross-age tuition they are entering into develops 
them as leaders, as organisers, and as communicators.  



Reading the reports over the weekend, many of our grade 6 children commented in their          
reflection of the year about how hard it is to teach younger kids as they don’t listen! Welcome to a 
teachers world! :-) 
Well done grade 5’s!  
 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Sometimes the weather gods smile and we were lucky that we had our Christmas Concert on 
Tuesday night and not during the weather we experienced over the weekend. We were able to 
have a lovely evening down on the oval in what was a spacious set up.  Our thanks to all who   
attended, our staff for the massive set up and clean up and a special thanks to Mrs Connell who              
coordinated the event and somehow got some teachers on stage to perform the “Tecoma 12 
Days of Christmas.” Not sure any record deals will have been sealed after the performance but 
full marks for showing one of our school values; “Personal Best.” 
Thanks again everyone for all your support. 
 
APPRECIATION GIFTS TO SCHOOL STAFF 
I am reluctant to raise this as it looks like our staff expect an end of year gift…which we don’t! 
In fact a thank you from you and especially the children we have taught is appreciation enough 
for the combined effort of your child progressing under their tutelage. 
However it is a time when children and parents are thinking of giving gifts to relatives, friends and 
sometimes teachers! 
The Department of Education this week sent out updated guidelines about what we can and can’t 
accept in the teaching profession. 
 
Department of Education, in fact all public service employees are encouraged to abide the    
mantra that a “thank you is enough.” That is reality here at Tecoma and a beautifully written thank 
you in a Christmas Card by the child, showing the literacy skills taught would delight our       
teachers.   However, I understand that parents and especially children do like to give a gift to the 
staff that have supported them in their learning. In fact, one of my jobs on the weekend is to go 
shopping with my daughters to buy a small gift as a token of appreciation to some of the teaching 
staff at their high school that taught them.   I’m sure my children will head to the chocolate section 
of the shops. However I know I can’t get for my daughters teachers a cash voucher like a Visa 
Card or debit cards that are considered to be items used in a similar way or easily converted to 
money. Teachers are not allowed to accept it. 
 
These are different to Non-Cash Vouchers that must be used at specific retailers and cannot be 
converted to cash. These are considered Gifts of Appreciation to members of the Teaching    
Service.   Teachers can accept a Gift of Appreciation from or on behalf of a parent, carer or     
student(s) made to members of the Teaching Service (only), intended to express appreciation of 
the teacher’s contribution to the education of a student or students. Where the estimated value is 
$100 or less, the Gift of Appreciation is considered Token and does not need to be declared to 
me by the teacher. A gift with an estimated or actual value above $100 is considered Non-Token 
and under Departmental Guidelines, a registry is then set up where the teacher declares to me 
as Principal of the school what they have been offered.  
 
Where the total estimated value of a Gift of Appreciation is equal to or exceeds $500, the           
Authorised Delegate (Principal) has discretion to allow the Recipient to retain it only when it has 
been offered by multiple students, parents and/or carers.  Otherwise, the Gift of Appreciation 
must be either declined or transferred to the ownership of the school or the Department. 
 
I hope this makes this departmental policy clear……..I will reiterate again, teachers don’t expect 
gifts as we are paid to do our jobs and a thank you from the children we have taught is all the 
thanks we need!  
 
 
 
 



SCHOOL COUNCIL – THANK YOU 
While we are handing out thank you’s, our final School Council meeting for 2019 will be held next 
Tuesday night.  I would like to express my sincere thanks to our School Council members for 
their commitment to our school. 
The time and effort dedicated to this role often goes unrecognised and whilst rewarding, can also 
be challenging.  At Tecoma, we are fortunate to have an outstanding group of people led         
superbly by our School Council President Mrs. Fiona Green. 
Fiona has announced that this is her final year on School Council, 6 years of service including 
the last 4 as President. In that time Fiona has been part of 2 School Reviews, more building 
works, a key member of the Education Committee that has overseen our accreditation as both a 
child safe school and with the Victorian Regulations and Qualifications Authority (VRQA). Thank 
you Fiona for your time, support and dedication to our school. 
Also completing 6 years are Danielle O’Brien and Angie Hume who have played key roles either 
on Facilities, Parent Network or Out of School Hours Care committee. I want to thank you all for 
your support and service over that time. 
 
Each of our councilors has performed a very important role to support our School purpose and in 
doing so has made an extremely valuable contribution to the educational outcomes of each of 
our students.  
 
The broad scope of work by School Council this year has included:  
 

 Overseeing the external review of our school that happens every 4 years 

 Communicating the broad direction and vision of the school within our community 

 Approving the annual budget and monitoring expenditure 

 Acquiring feedback from the school community to inform decision making 

 Developing, reviewing and updating school policies 

 Overseeing the maintenance of the school’s grounds and facilities 

 Establishing further funding to complete our building works 

 Reporting annually to the school community and to the DET 

 Creating interest in our school in the wider community 

 Enhancing communication within our school community 

 Overseeing the running of Out of School Hours Care 

 Working through policies and ensuring we are strictly adhering to its principles. 
 
Thank you to our 2019 School Councillors: 
Fiona Green, Lisa Dell, Angie Hume, Nigel Grainger, Narelle Paul, Natalie Leys, Danielle 
O’Brien, David Coe, Di Double, Deb Langford, Stuart Mclean and minute taker Karin    
Hartnell. 
Looking forward to 2020, I ask all parents to consider how they are contributing to the Tecoma 
Community? Maybe membership of the 2020 School Council is a role that you would like to take 
on? Watch out early next year as the election process begins.  
 
SECONDARY SCHOOL ORIENTATION DAY / TRANSITION DAY 
TUESDAY 10TH DECEMBER 
Next Tuesday 10th December, our Year 6 students attending Government schools in 2020 will 
be having their Orientation Day at their new schools.  We wish them all the very best for this very 
exciting day!  Our Foundation to Year 5 students, together with new students starting next year 
at TPS, will meet their new classes and teachers for 2020 on the same day. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGING PARENTAL SUPPORT 
On Monday, December 16, the staff have organised a morning tea to say thank you to all of our 
parent helpers for 2019. We wish to acknowledge their ongoing efforts to support the school in 
so many ways. As a school we appreciate and understand the importance of having a supportive 
parent group, which is a hallmark of the most successful schools. Some of the ways that our  
parents have helped in 2019 include; the fantastic support we get in running our Reading Room,  



 supporting classroom learning, attending excursions and camps, fundraising, Mother’s and      
Father’s Day stall, the colour run, attending working bees and just generally being on hand to 
lend a hand. It’s really appreciated and supports our school to deliver high standards of learning 
and lots of fun for all! If it’s your final year at Tecoma Primary, we hope you leave knowing you 
have been able to make a difference for all children at the school through your generous        
support!  
 
PUNCTUALITY STAR 
Congratulations Riley S in 4D for being this weeks Punctuality Star! Riley was here at 9.00am 
when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Riley. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 

 Handed out some fantastic student of the week awards 

 Reminded everyone of the carols night on Tuesday afternoon 

 Had our 2020 school Captain’s present their speeches 

 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements  
 
See you around the school! 
 
Rohan Thompson 

OFFICE NEWS  

NOTICES  The following notices have been sent home:  
    School Fees for 2020 
    Year 3&4’s Bowling/Red Train Excursion 
    Swimming Trials - Select Students only 
 
2020 SCHOOL FEES:  Prep - $177.00 
     Grade 1 & 2 - $123.00 
     Grade 3 - $133.00 
     Grade 4 - $128.00 
       Grade 5 - $115.00 
       Grade 6 - $198.00 
 
ABSENCES If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the school via        

FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day of their absence.  
This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be 
sent to them within the required time frames. 

 
OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up  
     until 4pm. 

 
LOST PROPERTY: We have some towels and goggles 
    here left at swimming. 
 
Also, our lost property bin for uniform is overflowing again.   
We will put this out in the rotunda soon for you to look through.  
Please come in and look through the bin if you can as well.   
If it’s not named, and you need it, please take it! 

 
 



UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours are: 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am   

Thursday Morning  8.45am to 9.30am  PLEASE NAME YOUR CHILD’S  

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm  UNIFORM STRAIGHT AWAY! 

SCHOOL SPORTS POLO’S ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR  

YEAR’S 3-6 FOR 2020 - $40ea 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments   Guitar Juan Aravena 0402 688 836 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Piano  Amanda Collins  0478 166 709  Violin Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

www.victorianirishdance.com 

 

Our Chickens are looking 

for a New Home 
 

Our girls have nearly finished laying, and are 

looking for a new home.  They would like to spend 

their days lazing around in someone’s backyard, 

you may still be lucky enough to get one or two 

eggs from them.  We rescued this group of       

chickens so we don’t know how old they were 

when we got them. 

There will be a new lot of chickens for the        

children to look after in the New Year. 

If you are interested, please contact Chrissy after 

school down at the Hall. 



GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep A Tahlia B Tahlia is such a bubbly, friendly and positive member of our class. She is 

so kind to other students and always includes others in games. Tahlia, 
you have brought so much joy and happiness to the Prep Room this 

year.   We are lucky to have you!  

Prep P Oli H For the wonderful way that Oli is trying to learn to read new and harder 
words every day and enjoying our Silent Reading sessions. Keep doing 

lots of reading Oli. 

Prep W Jack P Jack has worked so hard this year and is a really dedicated student. 
Congratulations on all you’ve achieved this year Jack, you have grown 

so much! 

Prep Y Hailey D Hailey I am so proud of your commitment to your learning. You have 
been working so hard on your focus and concentration during group 

and independent tasks. I have seen your level of attention increase which 
has led to you producing some of your best work so far this year.      

Well done! 
1V Jacob W Well done Jacob, on the hard work you put into designing your Alien. 

Your design brief was carefully planned, and you had some great features 
it would need to survive on the planet Jupiter. 

Great job Jacob! 

1W All of 1W! For all of the hard work you put into making your aliens! You showed 
off your creative imaginations in bringing your weird and wacky designs 
to life!!! Most importantly, you were all so willing to help each other on 

tricky jobs like attaching limbs.  

You should all be so proud of your efforts! 

2L Yaroslava S Slava’s work ethic is fantastic. She ensures that she is ready immediately, 
listens to instructions and carries her work out to a high standard. She 

participates in all school events and is an amazing friend to her 
classmates. Slava, you are a great role model to everyone.  

2R All of 2R! For a wonderful year of working together. You all put in an amazing 
effort in Grade 2, and I hope you had as much fun as I did.  

Well done everyone! 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



GRADE NAME REASON 

5G Maisie V For collaboratively choreographing the Grade 5 Christmas Concert 
dance for ‘Man with the bag’. Maisie initially worked independently on 

the first 45 seconds of the dance and then welcomed some                  
co-choreographers to her team. She made sure the dance moves were 

fun and exciting but not too complex. Given she only had a day to 
choreograph the dance with her peers, Maisie really stepped up to the 

plate and made our song and dance stand out!  

Thank you Maisie! 

5HS Tahlia E Tahlia created three industries that exist in her fictional country ‘Tawa’. 
After uncertainty and deliberation, Tahlia sought help, and used sound 

reasoning to choose her industries in her country with a surplus of sand! 

Well done, Tahlia! 

5HS Indianah H Indianah has really embraced the Christmas spirit and made a 
tremendous effort in making all class members feel special. At the 

Christmas concert she used her initiative to promote the fairy floss for 
sale, and she was very confident and professional in dealing with her 
customers.   Thank you for being environmentally conscious and 

cleaning up the mess, too, Indie!  

5HS Sadie S Sadie, thank you for always giving your personal best. You put your best 
foot forward in everything you do in class. Recently, you have taken on 
many additional classroom tasks, accepting the invitation to do so with 

enthusiasm!  Well done on being an exceptional role model. 

6F All of 6F! 6F. You have demonstrated what it means to be leaders this year.  To the 
school community, in the classroom and the wider community. Thank 
you for always stepping up, for demonstrating the values that Tecoma 

holds in such high esteem and for supporting each other along the way. 
You have made me very proud. Bring on Graduation! 

6M Holly P Holly has worked diligently on all things Graduation. Her speech 
reflected her growth in regards to her writing ability, she used her 

wonderful speaking and listening skills during our rehearsals and has 
been putting in a great deal of effort during our song practises.  

Love your commitment Holly!  

Japanese All of 1C! For helping each other while making origami candy canes.  Excellent 
teamwork! 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 







Say it with savings this festive season! 
 

 ‘Tis the season for supporting and we have a great gifting opportunity which helps our fundraising efforts. 
  
The Gift of Entertainment is a new Digital Membership valid for 12 months from the day of activation.  

You can buy that special someone a Single City or Multi City Membership so they can save year-round on      
everything they love to do. Simply buy it, print it, gift it!  

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1950m56  

We receive 20% of the sale from each Membership for our fundraiser and you’ll get 12 months of thanks 
and appreciation for being an exceptional gift giver. 
 
The Gift of Entertainment has savings for everyone, with thousands of 2-for-1 offers and up to 50% off: 
  
• Dining, cinema, theme parks, events and attractions 
• Travel package rates including thousands of hotels and resorts 
• Flights, car rental and gift cards and more 














