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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
NOVEMBER 

 
Friday 22nd 

Whole School 
Swimming 

 
Vic Cup Volleyball 
Select Students 

 
Monday 25th 

Knox Bike Ride 
Year 5’s 

(after assembly) 
 

Tuesday 26th 
Preps 2020 Parent 
Information 7.00pm 

 
Friday 29th 

Whole School 
Swimming 

 
DECEMBER 

 
Tuesday 3rd 
Whole School 

Christmas Concert 
6.00pm 

 
Friday 6th 

Vic Water Safety 
Certificate Year’s 5&6’s 

 
Monday 9th 

Curriculum Day 
Pupil Free Day 

BUSHFIRE SEASON  
Whilst the weather of late has not been conducive to fires we only 
need to look at the events in NSW and Queensland to know that 
bushfire season is upon us.  
At Tecoma Primary School, we have reviewed and updated the 
schools Emergency Management Plans to ensure we are ready for 
bush fire season. Tecoma is placed on the Department’s Bushfire At
-Risk Register (BARR). This register includes schools, kindergartens 
and child care facilities that are in areas of greatest fire risk.  
On days forecast as Code Red Catastrophic, when the local weather 
conditions are considered unsafe, we have been directed by the 
Department of Education that our school will be closed. If this 
occurs, families will be notified using SMS and email (no later than 
1pm the day before the anticipated closure) so please be aware you 
may receive the same information more than once.  
During an emergency, our main form of communications with 
families will be using SMS and FlexiBuzz. It is therefore extremely 
important that the school has access to the most up to date 
information available that impacts on your child. Information such as 
changed address, phone numbers, contacts, court orders, medical 
information and any other relevant information that may be important 
for us to know should be communicated to the school. Please keep 
us up to date!  
At briefings I have attended in the past, one of the main messages 
was that if our community is threatened by fire, people need to 
remain calm and take time to think clearly through the situation 
before responding. A real danger during any bushfire is travelling 
through an area affected by fire. It is advisable to monitor the 
situation and act early rather than waiting for the fire to be close. In a 
potential emergency situation, as a school, we will use Department 
and local CFA resources to decide on the best response. That 
response will be communicated to you by SMS or FlexiBuzz. 
If we receive notification of a fire at a late stage, the threat may be 
too great to evacuate. At that point, we would need to shelter in our 
school hall. The danger for parents attempting to pick up students at 
this stage and also travelling with children in cars is extreme. In this 
situation, schools would be a number one priority for the CFA and 
students would be safer at school than on the road.  
We certainly live in a beautiful area and fires are a trade-off we have 
to make for this wonderful environment.  



Last holidays, we had some trees removed and others cut back. In the upcoming weeks we will 
be having some other works done to reduce fuel. With careful planning and an awareness of the 
risks, we can minimise the danger.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOBILE PHONES 
In the last newsletter, I mentioned I attended a briefing regarding student use and access of     
mobile phones during school hours. It is now a Ministerial Order that in all Victorian Government 
Schools, from Term 1 2020, students who choose to bring a mobile phone to school must have 
them switched off and securely stored during school hours. 
 
At the briefing, we were given some research:  
 Mobile phone use while learning new material reduces      

comprehension and impairs academic performance  
 (Froese et al. 2012) 
 Mobile phone use while executing another task         

decreases learning and task completion (Ophir et al. 
2009; Smith et al. 2011; Levine et al. 2013; and Lee et 
al. 2014) 

 There was an improvement in student performance of 
6.41% of a standard deviation in schools that had             
introduced a mobile phone ban (Beland and Murphy 
2016) 

 On average, teenagers are spending six hours per day 
on the internet, texting friends and on social media; 
studies show parallel increases in depression, anxiety 
and reduced happiness (Twenge 2017a; Twenge 2017b) 

 Recent research has shown that university students who used their smartphones five or 
more hours a day had a 43% increased risk of obesity and were more likely to have other 
lifestyle habits that increase the risk of heart disease (American College of Cardiology 2019) 

 
What does the Ministerial Order Mean for children at Tecoma? 
 From Term 1 2020, students who choose to bring a mobile phone to school must have them 

switched off and securely stored during school hours. 
 Exceptions to the policy may be applied if certain conditions are met. Exceptions can be 

granted by the principal, or by a teacher. Exceptions must be documented. 
 Where students bring a mobile phone to school, the school must provide secure storage. 
 
As a father of 2 teenagers at school, I am guilty of sending them a text to let them know        
something……..and I get an immediate response! From now on, (should they be doing the right 
thing at their school!), I know I won’t get a response as their phones are locked away. I’m pretty 
happy with that, as it means they are more likely to be engaged in their work rather than         
monitoring communications in and out.  
 
 
 



Interestingly, last week on channel 2, the “4 Corners” program highlighted literacy levels across 
the nation. The Federal Education Minister Mr. Dan Tehan called for all states to ban mobile 
phone use during school hours. At this stage, it is only Victoria and Western Australia who have 
them banned.  It will be interesting to see how soon other states also fall in line. 
We are working through with School Council and the Education Committee in writing our policy 
for this. 
At this stage, we are favouring a lockable cupboard/safe in the grade 5/6 area instead of the 
phones being handed into the office. The queue to hand in/get the phones from the office we   
believe will be unworkable. We have been working with the current children in those levels to see 
how many phones we actually have at school. This will determine the capacity of the lockable 
storage we provide.  
We aim to have our policies and procedures sent out to the community and on the website by the 
end of this year.  
 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
This Monday at assembly, we announced our School Captains for 2020. 
In alphabetical order, our Captains for 2020 are Jack Coe, Austin Hoffman, Evie Oswald and Lily 
Williamson. Congratulations to all children on putting themselves forward. It is an extensive     
process we work through with the children doing the voting. I’m sure our elected children will 
serve with distinction. 
Badges will be presented to all of our grade 6 leaders at a later date. 
 
THE COLOUR BLAST 
As I sit here today, we are headed for 39 degrees with a howling northerly. We are pretty happy 
with our call yesterday to postpone the colour blast to our reserve day next week. The colour run 
has a dual purpose, both as a fun special event for students, and a fundraising event for our 
school. Money raised from the colour run will go towards the junior school playground. A         
reminder, we must have parental permission to participate and a white T-shirt to show up all the 
colours!  Glasses and face masks will be supplied to all taking part in the event. 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS PICNIC 
Just a reminder that we will have our Christmas Carols Night on the oval on Tuesday December 
3rd from 6pm. This concert each year is always a happy occasion, where we get together as a 
whole school community to share in the children’s success, have a break after a very busy year, 
and hopefully see a friend or two who we haven’t caught up with for a while.  
Parents are invited to bring along picnic rugs, chairs and their picnic dinner and drinks for a 
6.00pm tea.  
A reminder that smoking and the consumption of alcohol on the school property is against the 
law and therefore not permitted.  
 
At 7.00pm, we will commence our Christmas Carols evening here at the school. This will be a 
very low key evening where we can all get together, enjoy each others company and sing along 
to our favourite Christmas Carols. There will be strictly “no choreography,” just a nice sing-a-long 
to  celebrate the end of another huge year. We would love to see you all here. Grandparents and 
extended family are very welcome as always. Let’s hope the weather is kind to us again this 
year! 
 
PREP INFORMATION NIGHT 
Next Tuesday, November 26th, we have our Prep information night for 2020 children.  
This begins at 7.00pm in the Prep room. 
 
LAST WHOLE SCHOOL SWIMMING 
A reminder, next Friday, November 29th is the last day of swimming. Students in grade 5/6 will 
swim the following week (December 6th) for their Victorian Water Safety Certificate. 
 
 
 



 PUPIL FREE DAY 
A reminder that MONDAY DECEMBER 9th, 2019 will be our final pupil free day for the year. No 
children will be at school that day as staff will be working together to plan for 2020. Please lock 
this date in your calendar and I will constantly remind the community through the newsletter. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 

 Handed out some fantastic student of the week awards 

 Announced our 2020 School Captains. 

 Handed out 8 Premiers Reading Challenge badges to children who read 20 books or more 
over the designated challenge amount 

 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements  
 
See you around the school! 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

OFFICE NEWS  

NOTICES  The following notices have been sent home:  
    School Fees for 2020 
    Colour Explosion Run permission forms/fundraising 
 
        

TERM 4 LEVIES  Prep - $30 
    Grade 1 & 2 - $30 
    Grade 3 & 4 - $14 
    Grade 5 - $14 
    Grade 6 - $71 
 
   Please make sure you are up to date with your term levy       
   payments. 
 
QKR   PLEASE DO NOT MAKE PAYMENTS UNDER $10  
   THROUGH QKR 
 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence.  
   This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
   A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be  
   sent to them within the required time frames. 
 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 
 
 
UPDATE CONTACT DETAILS  
With fire season here it is a good time to remind our families to ensure that all your details are up 
to date at the school. Your current enrolment details will be sent out by email for you to check 
your details and if you have changed address, got a new phone number or have a new           
alternative contact please correct these details and return the form to the office ASAP so that we 
are able to update your details.   Thank you. 



UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours are: 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am   

Thursday Morning  8.45am to 9.30am  PLEASE NAME YOUR CHILD’S  

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm  UNIFORM STRAIGHT AWAY! 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments   Guitar Juan Aravena 0402 688 836 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Piano  Amanda Collins  0478 166 709  Violin Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 



GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep P Noah I For the fabulous way that Noah is learning to read and write more 

words from the Golden and Blue words list. He is practising these most 
days at school. GREAT work Noah! 

Prep W George C George worked really hard to incorporate the skill of ‘Show, Don’t Tell’ 
into his writing this week by using descriptive words and creating an 
amazing visual for his reader. George wrote “The colour silver sounds 

like one million jumbo jets firing off into the distance.                           
It tastes like sparkling water.  It feels like rough metal”.                        

Great job George! 

Prep Y Georgia W Georgia wrote a wonderful piece for our ‘Show Don't Tell’ lesson. She 
wrote that the colour blue tastes like cotton candy, sounds like 

fireworks and feels like a soft blanket. Great use of descriptive words 

1C Blake D For being such a wonderful helper in our Digital Technologies sessions! 
Blake, you are always looking for who you can help once you have done 
the task yourself. Well done on using your knowledge to teach others 

and thank you for being so helpful! 

1V Sam B Throughout this year, Sam has always looked out for others by 
including them in activities, as well as playing and working fairly with 
them. He also makes great choices such as replacing things to their 

rightful spot in our classroom, without having to be asked. You are a 
great role model Sam! 

1W Laura M For coming up with two brilliant questions to ask our guest speaker 
from the Mount Burnett Observatory. Laura asked, “Does space end, and 

what is the most amazing thing you have seen through a telescope?”   
You should be over the moon with your efforts!!! 

3M Tahlea B Tahlea tried her very best in Maths this week as we explored shape slides, 
rotations and reflections.  She listened carefully in class and followed the 

directions to produce accurate drawings.                                                 
  A great effort Tahlea.  Well done! 

3R Ryland T Ry has been demonstrating a high level of respect in the classroom. He 
waits patiently for his turn to speak, expresses his ideas calmly and 

welcomes feedback and advice. Ry, your mature approach to learning is 
benefiting both you and your classmates. Great Work! 

3W Coco B Coco has produced some great samples of poetry for her anthology 
about her dog “Hank”.  I have loved learning all about Hank, such as 
how he ‘slouches on couches’ and eats sausages as a treat.  Great work 

Coco. I’m looking to seeing the final product. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



GRADE NAME REASON 

4D All of 4D! For being on your best behaviour when our special visitor came into our 
classroom. You were all so respectful, well mannered and welcoming to 

Leo. Thank you. 

4K Alfie W Alfie has put his absolute best effort into everything he has done this 
year. He is always keen to learn more and to share his wealth of 

knowledge with the class. Thank you for always leaping into each day 
with such positivity Alfie! Keep it up :-). 

4R Ben L Ben is an integral part of the 4R Community. He welcomes everyone 
into our room, adding fun and humour into our day. Thank you Ben, 

for all that you do, it does not go unnoticed!  

5G Naomi C For seamlessly getting back into the swing of things after coming back 
from her holiday in Mauritius. Naomi had a lot of work to catch up on 

when she got back but she didn’t let that stop her from powering 
through and catching up just after a few days. She enquired about any 

work she needed to do and completed all work to a high standard. Well 
done, Naomi! 

5G Starja A For designing an excellent city layout. Starja has been working tirelessly 
on her city grid for her collaboratively created ‘Ville Incroyable’. The 

design includes ellipses, scalene triangles, nonagons and other exciting 
geometrical shapes. Starja made sure every last detail was up to standard, 

she even carefully colour-matched with her team mates.                     
Fantastic work Starja!  

5HS Asher G Ash, your educated response to the text ‘Drought’ was informative, well 
planned, and full of passion. You made connections from the text to 

current affairs and politics. You have a way with words, especially when 
you are expressing your opinion verbally. Well done!  

6M Jamie T Jamie has been committed to his learning and working hard on all 
aspects of Graduation. He has ensured he has completed work at home, 
if need be and made sure that his speech is his best work. Jamie you have 

had a wonderful attitude to learning all year and should be proud of 
your achievements. 

Japanese All of 4D! For having a very productive session on original Olympic mascot 
making.  Great work!  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 












