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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

DATES TO
REMEMBER
OCTOBER
Friday 25th
Kidsmatter
Day for Daniel
Whole School
Swimming
Wednesday 30th
Step into Prep Buddies Session
Thursday 31st
RACV Street Scene
Incursion—Preps

NOVEMBER
Friday 1st
Whole School
Swimming
Tuesday 5th
Melbourne Cup Day
Public Holiday
Wednesday 6th
Scienceworks
Excursion - Preps
Thursday 7th
City Experience
Year 6’s

CLASS PLACEMENT 2020
Thank you to the parents who have taken the time to write to me
regarding information or concerns they may have over their child’s
class placement for 2020. A reminder, the final date to send a letter
to me on this issue is Friday November 1, 2019. Please refer to the
guidelines I sent out in the last newsletter regarding what requests
will be taken into account. Requests for specific teachers will not be
considered.
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
This Monday at assembly, we will be handing out certificates for the
Premier’s Reading Challenge. We have 56 who met the challenge
this year which is 13 up on last year. If you can make it along to
assembly on Monday, we would love to see you here.
2020 NUMBERS
Our enrolment as of October 22nd is 435 students. Our numbers
consist of 208 boys and 227 girls.
We are looking at approximately 450 for next year with 70 preps
enrolled. We have 61 students leaving at the end of the year.
As it stands at this stage, we are looking at the following numbers for
2020.
Prep - 70 children
Grade 1 - 68 children
Grade 2 - 68 children
Grade 3 - 64 children
Grade 4 - 62 children
Grade 5 - 62 children
Grade 6 - 56 children
Total: 450
At this stage, we are looking at 5 multi-age classes in grade 3/4 to
cater for the 126 children in that year level.
However, we are now finalising what we can afford for 2020 so if you
are doing a sea change, chasing warmer weather, getting away from
Melbourne’s traffic or moving to more traffic and an inner city life,
can you let us know in writing as soon as possible.

2020 SCHOOL FEES
At School Council on Tuesday night, we passed the school fees for 2020. These will be sent out
to you next week.
We are pleased to say that our essential fees are all less than $200 per student for the year. If
you are a reader of the newspapers, you will have seen recent reports of prices parents are being
charged in government schools, even after new rules were brought in 3 years ago about what
can and can’t be charged by schools. We can confidently say we abide by Department rules to
the letter, hence our extremely low fees.
There are also fees for optional items that are parent choice if their children participate. Some of
the optional items are the Swimming lessons (deposit $30) and School camp deposit for grade
3-6 children ($50).
There is also a Voluntary Contributions component. This year, as a community of 430 children,
we reached $24,000 which was an amazing effort that we greatly appreciate. You will see
testimonials from our students on what we put those voluntary contributions to this year. The
chrome books that we bought this year have had a big impact on student learning and we have
rung around to get the best prices to further upgrade chrome books, laptops and a laptop trolley
next year. With more children at the school next year, we have targeted $27,000 to cover those
costs. If we could manage to get there, that would be an amazing effort.
As we head towards 2020, we are moving towards becoming cashless. All payments will be
done via the QKR app. Parents have been taking advantage of this app more and more and it
makes receipting and the tracking of payments far more streamlined. If you haven’t got the QKR
app or are not sure how to use it, please contact the office for details.
We thank you for your support of the school, not just physically with your attendance and support
of your children but also financially. We can only run the programs and structures we run through
having a supportive community.
PROPOSED ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE START OF THE 2020 SCHOOL YEAR
As it stands today, the following table shows the starting days for 2020. At this stage, there is no
joint Dandenong Ranges Pupil free day on Wednesday January 29. I don’t expect this to change
but we will confirm in the next few weeks.
Sunday

26
Australia Day

2

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Jan 20

21

22

23

24

Saturday
25

28

Admin staff
return
29

30

31

1

Preps start

All students
9.00am3.30pm

Jan 27

Australia day
holiday

3
All students
9.00-3.30

Staff
return
Curric Day
#1

All Yr 1-6
students
return.
9.00am3.30pm

9.30am1.00pm

WORKING BEE
4-7PM

No preps.

All Yr 1-6
students.
9.00am3.30pm

4

5

6

No preps
(students
booked in for
assessments)

7

8

CAMPS
At School Council on Tuesday night, we sought approval to begin planning for School Camps in
2020. In setting the dates for camps, due to the large numbers in those year levels, we have
decided to not send our grade 5/6 all together to Coonawarra like we have in the past. If we took
our 117 children in grade 5/6 next year to camp, which is the capacity for the camp, there are
logistical issues like eating times, number of children in activity groups and the sheer enormity of
taking that many children away. In 2022, we certainly couldn’t take 126 there so we need to
make a change.
In discussing our needs with our camp providers themselves, we will run our camps in year
levels. We have been able to lock in new dates, some of which are better times of the year than
what we had originally.
Please take note of the new dates and venues, the dates that were sent home on the term
overview a fortnight ago are no longer relevant.
As mentioned earlier, if you are a parent of a child in grades 3-6 next year, you will see a $50
deposit on your 2020 school fees in the optional category of the fees. This is confirming that you
wish for your child to attend camp. The balance of the payment for camp will be sent to you early
in the new year as all of our camps in 2020 are in first semester.
Year

Grade

Venue

2020

3/4

Ferngully
Healesville

2021

Lodge,

Dates

No. of children

April 20-24

125
½ Mon- Wed

5

Derby Hill, Maldon

May 26-29

½ Wed-Fri
61

6

Coonawarra

March 2-6

56

3/4

Philip Island CYC

Aug 30-Sept 3

131
½ Mon- Wed

2022

5

Derby Hill, Maldon

May 25-28

½ Wed-Fri
62

6

Coonawarra

May 31-June 4

61

3/4

TBC

5

Derby Hill, Maldon

May

63

6

Coonawarra

March

62

PUPIL FREE DAY
On Monday, we had our pupil free day when Literacy guru Deb Sukarna came and presented to
our staff. She was most engaging, presenting different techniques on how to get the best out of
the children in their reading and writing.
A reminder that MONDAY DECEMBER 9, 2019 will be our final pupil free day for the year. No
children will be at school that day as staff will be working on planning in teams for the 2020 year.
Please lock this date in your calendar and I will constantly remind the community through the
newsletter.
UPDATE CONTACT DETAILS
With fire season fast approaching it is a good time to remind our families to ensure that all your
details are up to date at the school. If you have changed address, got a new phone number or
have a new alternative contact please contact the office to give us the details so that we are able
to contact you if required.
TERM 4 IS A SUNSMART TERM
Parents and children are reminded that this term children must wear school Sunsmart hats every
day during recess and lunch breaks and on school excursions.

GRADE SIX GRADUATION
Preparations have begun for our Grade six Graduation on December 18. We hold the graduation
ceremony at Burrinja before we head to the Upwey/Belgrave RSL for a meal.
Information will be sent home on a regular basis and your children will be kept informed of
developments as they occur. The year six students are also preparing for the next phase of their
education. It is an exciting time for them with many changes occurring as they progress through
to Secondary College. Discuss the transition with your child in a positive way to ensure that the
transition is a smooth one. Should you have any concerns please speak to your child’s teacher at
the school.
IS YOUR CHILD STARTING SECONDARY SCHOOL NEXT YEAR?
Parents of our grade 6 students will tell you that it doesn’t seem that long ago that their child was
starting school. The primary years seem to fly by and our grade sixes are already three weeks
into their final term of primary school.
Secondary school can be a daunting thought for not only our students but parents as well. There
are many questions, which I’m sure you have, which are not fully answered at information nights
and orientation days.
The Department of Education and Training have developed an informative site, which provides
hints and tips on how to support your child through the transition to secondary school. The site is
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/tips-starting-school.aspx
PUNCTUALITY STAR
Congratulations Ava T in 1W for being this week’s Punctuality Star! Ava was here at 9:00am
when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Ava!
THERE WAS NO ASSEMBLY THIS WEEK DUE TO THE PUPIL FREE DAY ON MONDAY
See you around the school
Rohan Thompson
Principal

LATE STUDENTS
If your child is late to school PLEASE make sure you
sign them in at the office before sending/taking them to
their classroom.
Thank you.

OFFICE NEWS
NOTICES

The following notices have been sent home:
Science Works Excursion—Preps

TERM 4 LEVIES

Prep - $30
Grade 1 & 2 - $30
Grade 3 & 4 - $14
Grade 5 - $14
Grade 6 - $71
Please make sure you are up to date with your term levy
payments.

QKR

PLEASE DO NOT MAKE PAYMENTS UNDER $10
THROUGH QKR

ABSENCES

If your child is not well or going to be absent, please
notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day
of their absence.
This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.
A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be
sent to them within the required time frames.

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm.
UPDATE CONTACT DETAILS

With fire season fast approaching it is a good time to remind our families to ensure that all your
details are up to date at the school. Your current enrolment details will be sent out by email for
you to check your details and if you have changed address, got a new phone number or have a
new alternative contact please correct these details and return the form to the office ASAP so
that we are able to update your details.

REMEMBERANCE DAY 2019

We have Remembrance Day pins, wrist
bands & poppy’s for sale in the office. Junior
School Council will be selling these at lunch
times. Prices range from $1.00 - $50.00

UNIFORM SHOP
Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed!
Tuesday Morning

8:30am to 9:15am

Thursday Morning

8.45am to 9.30am

PLEASE NAME YOUR CHILD’S

Thursday Afternoon

3.15pm to 3.45pm

UNIFORM STRAIGHT AWAY!

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S.
PRIVATE TUTORS
Drums/Singing/Other Instruments
Jordan Scotney

0408 881 395

Piano

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709

Guitar

Juan Aravena

0402 688 836

Violin

Lore Burns

0431 224 262

Irish Dance Classes Tecoma
New Beginners Welcome
Thursday & Saturday classes
Pre-school, Primary &
Adult Classes
No compulsory uniform,
costumes, or performances.
No registration fees.
Contact Kate: 0434 517 636
kate_bilton@hotmail.com

LUNCH TIME EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:
Monday

Art Club

All year levels

Senior Code Club

Year 4-6

School Band

Senior School—Payment required

Aerobics

Select Students

Fitness Training

All year levels

Lego Club

All Year levels

Chess Club

Payment required
Due to an outside organisation providing the
sessions
(Years 1-6)

Aerobics

Select Students

Bey Blade Club

All Year levels

Fitness Training

All Year levels

Junior Code Club

Years 1-3

Volleyball

Years 5-6

Mindfulness/Yoga

All Year levels

Library/games

All Year levels

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Cricket Blast School Cup
On Tuesday 15th October 101 grade 3/4 and some grade 2
students participated in a fun day at the ‘Cricket Blast
School Cup’. This was a day for our students to learn how
to play T-20 Blast cricket and compete against 4 other
schools in our region.
Our students had an awesome day of playing cricket
games, skills sessions and a big hit was the Woolworths
smoothie bikes.

Cricket Australia Mascot Challenge
You may have noticed that our grade 1/2 students have been out and about participating in
Cricket Australia’s Mascot Challenge. This is a 4 week program that has students spending
10mins a day developing fundamental motor skills that will lay the foundation for them to
lead a healthy and active life. As part of this program they will take part in activities
designed to challenge them at their own pace in a fun and inclusive environment. At the end
of the 4 weeks students will get to bring home their foam cricket ball provided by Cricket
Australia.

The RFDS educational program came to visit the grades 3 & 4
classes this week. They brought a full-size aircraft simulator
to visit the school and teach the students about the Flying
Doctor's role in keeping country Australians healthy. The
Aeromedical Simulator is a life-sized replica of a Flying
Doctor plane. It is fully equipped with stretchers,
communications equipment, oxygen, suction and the medical
equipment used by the doctors, nurses and pilots of the Royal
Flying Doctor Service. This is what 2 of our students had to
say about the incursion:

This week the grade 3/4 ‘s had an incursion from the Royal Flying Doctor’s Service.
We were able to experience sitting in the cockpit of one of the Royal Flying Doctor’s
planes. We had lots of fun dressing up in official uniforms, and role-playing real life
emergency situations. We learnt why John Flynn’s photo is on the $20 note, and that
the colour of the $5 note represents royalty.
Written by Nayara N and Ella P – 4K.

Premiers' Reading Challenge
The Premier’s Reading Challenge finished on September 6th. We now have the certificates to hand out
at Monday’s assembly. We have 56 students who met the challenge this year which is 13 up on last year.
If you can make it along to assembly on Monday 28th October, we would love to see you there.

Earn and Learn
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Woolworths Earn and Learn Program this
year. We have just received a huge delivery of Art supplies, including mounts for displaying
work, new stamps, brushes, markers, paints, texture tools, rollers, collage papers and much,
much more.

8 Sunset Avenue Olinda
Ph: 9751 0525
Wed-Sun: 9am–5pm

To the parents of Tecoma Primary School, we have been in
business since 1959 and have always operated in the Dandenong
Ranges retail and wholesale.
We provided fruit for the Big Breakfast on Monday September 16.
Currently we have the OLINDA store local to Tecoma operating
from Tuesday to Sunday from 9am-5pm. We are running a
campaign with our neighbouring Schools where parents can
shop and with every $20 spent in our OLINDA store we will
donate $1 back to the school (5%).

Products:


Fresh fruits & veggies (Locally Grown)



Grass fed Beef, Free range Chicken, Lamb,
Gourmet sausages



Fresh deli with over 60 types of Cheese



Gourmet groceries local & imported



Range of pet foods



Firewood & Kindling



Mushroom mulch



Soil



Chicken manure, sheep manure etc.

LUNCH ORDERS
AND SUSHI…….
Please note that as of Term 3, lunch orders and
sushi can be ordered on the following days:

Monday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR
Tuesday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR
Thursday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR
Wednesday - Lunch Orders
Friday - Lunch Orders

