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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
OCTOBER 
Friday 11th 

Whole School 
Swimming 

 
Monday 14th 

Knox Bike Ride 
Year 6’s 

 
Tuesday 15th 

Cricket Blast Cup 
Years 3 & 4 

 
Parent Network Meeting 

 
Wednesday 16th 
Step into Prep - 

Science 
 

Thursday 17th 
Regional Athletics 
Select Students 

 
Friday 18th 

Whole School 
Swimming 

 
Monday 21st 

Curriculum Day 
Pupil Free Day 

 
Wednesday 23rd 
RFDS Incursion 

Years 3 & 4 

WELCOME BACK 
I would like to welcome everyone back to term 4. We all feel better 
for the break and I hope you managed to get away at some stage, 
enjoy the outdoors and just enjoy life as a family. 
Term 4 in classrooms has begun smoothly with the children settling 
in well, ready for another rich term of learning. 
It promises to be a very busy and eventful term for the children. A 
reminder to all parents that swimming lessons start this Friday so for 
those that chose for their children to have lessons, the children will 
need to bring along all their swimming gear. Please keep an eye on 
the newsletter, make sure you have the FlexiBuzz app and put the 
term overview on the fridge so you are aware as much as possible 
regarding what is happening over the next 11 weeks. 
Of course, our core focus at Tecoma is student learning with a focus 
on literacy and numeracy. Our curriculum is carefully planned to 
ensure that all students maximise their learning in these important 
areas and all of our extra-curricular activities are carefully selected 
and planned, so that links can be made to formal learning in Maths 
and English. Teachers will be continuing to undertake a range of 
assessment activities in preparation for the end of year reports – it is 
very important that children attend school every day. 
 
This is always a busy term so start marking those important dates 
from our calendar into your diary now. To avoid putting pressure on 
the office staff in the final weeks of term to process forms and 
money, end of year activities will be planned early. Please assist our 
office staff by having notices etc., arrive back on time. Today we are 
sending home the term overview for what is happening as it stands. 
We have also placed on the bottom of the overview the school camp 
dates for 2020. 
 
Don’t forget Monday, October 21 is a pupil free day and we can 
announce today our last pupil free day for the year is Monday 
December 9. There will not be a pupil free day around the 
Melbourne Cup weekend as we have done previously. We wanted 
our last pupil free day towards the end of the year where we can 
meet as our 2020 teams, launch the work in our new Strategic Plan 
and get a flying start into 2020.  



STAFFING AND GRADE STRUCTURES FOR 2020 
Throughout November and early December we will be working on our class structures and      
student combinations for next year. Changes in student numbers and staffing combinations     
usually cause us to reshape our proposed class structures several times throughout this term.  
 
Due to our increasing numbers, we have several staff placements that may or may not be a part 
of our 2020 staff team, with various interview processes to occur.  
 
Please note that we are not deliberately trying to withhold information from you and that it places 
staff in a difficult situation when they are asked (even quite politely) for information on staffing 
and grade placements for next year. The reality is that we do not know who will be teaching 
grades next year and several factors will determine how this is finally decided. For me or any 
member of staff to tell you one thing will make it very difficult to explain when this changes.  
 
At this stage, we hope to hold 20 classes (same as this year) next year for what is expected to be 
453 children (currently 434), but we need definite numbers across all levels before we make that 
decision. 
As it stands now, and as mentioned in previous newsletters, the school is at capacity due to the 
number of buildings on site and only children living in our zone or with an older sibling will be able 
to enrol at our school as it stands today. 
Due to this, it is vital that we are made aware of any circumstances that may impact on our      
enrolment numbers. Please let us know urgently if you intend to enrol a child at our school, if you 
are aware of people in our community who will be enrolling or if you intend to transfer to another 
school. We desperately require this information as soon as possible in order to establish grade 
structures for the start of the new school year. If you will not be at Tecoma in 2020 please notify 
the school office in writing as soon as possible.  
 
What are the criteria that we use to make up class lists?  
 

Factors influencing class structure are:  
 

  the educational needs of the students; 

  the projected number of students in each year level; 

  the ratio of girls to boys; 

  the number of teachers employed at the school; and 

  resources and facilities. 
 
Factors which are considered in the placement of students include:  
 

  academic performance – judgments over time 

  work habits eg., ability to work independently 

  behaviour 

  gender 

  social network/friendships 

  social maturity 

  special needs eg twins, siblings  
 
What is the process for placing students into classes?  
Based on the criteria listed above, teaching staff and administration meet mid-term 4 to establish 
classes for the following school year. 
 

Teachers ensure each new class has:  
 

  a balance of academic ability 

  gender balance 

  socially balanced groups 



During this process, changes and adjustments are made over several weeks. Each change may 
trigger a chain reaction of other changes. 
Proposed class lists are submitted to the myself and Assistant Principal Di Double for final        
ratification.  
The new classes will be announced on Orientation Day, December 10 with the exception of next 
year’s Prep classes who will be announced on Prep information night on November 26th.  
 
With this in mind, parents are now invited to write to me about any additional information that will 
help us in determining a placement for your child.  
 
2020 GRADE PLACEMENT REQUESTS 
Parents are now invited to write to me about any concerns they may have for their child’s        
educational needs for 2020.    
 
Please note, requests for particular teachers will not be considered as the best interests of all of 
the children and the effective management of the school must be taken into account.  
 
Letters will be considered up until 4pm, Friday October 29, 2019 
Letters received after this date will not be accepted unless in exceptional circumstances. These 
letters are to be addressed directly to myself with all details and information provided kept in  
confidence.  
 
While I have letters on file from previous years, I will only be taking into account letters I receive 
this year. Often friendship concerns become outdated as the children grow in maturity and have 
developed new friendships. However, if you have information from previous years that you feel I 
need to know that is relevant in regard to your child’s placement, please include this in your      
letter. Don’t assume I know! 
 
As you may understand, the allocating of children to classrooms is a very complex task and one 
that requires patience and a great deal of thought and manipulation. Please assist us to make 
this process as smooth as possible by taking note of the requests as outlined. Please also be 
aware that requests are indeed requests and does not mean it will automatically happen. We 
have decided, on balance, in previous years to not grant some requests. This is done with all the 
information that we have at our disposal and every decision will be made for the betterment of all 
children. 
 
Should you wish to discuss any concerns with 2020 grade placements in person, please contact 
the school office to arrange a time for a chat.  
 
KOKODA CHALLENGE 
A big congratulations to our 3 teams that participated in the Kokoda Challenge in the Dandenong 
Ranges on the weekend. Led by our 3 staff members, our teams had been training each    week-
end building up to completing the 15 km challenge. 
I know the children were mightily proud of themselves, having taken on the challenge and raised 
over $1000 in the process for young Australians in the Kokoda Youth Foundation. 
 
STEP INTO PREP TRANSITION PROGRAM 
We now have 3 sessions remaining of our Prep Transition Program.  
There are also 3 more dates that new Prep parents need to keep in their calendar. They are: 

 The last transition session on Wednesday November 13th, 2019. 

 Prep Parent Information Evening is on Tuesday 26th November at 7.00pm. Supper will be      
provided. 

 Orientation Day on Tuesday 10th December from 11.30am – 12.20pm which will include      
activity sessions in their 2020 classes. 

 Later that day, we hold the Prep Buddies Picnic from 12.20pm – 1.00pm where buddies will 
be    announced and children are encouraged to bring along their favourite stuffed toy to 
show their older buddy. 



 TERM 4 IS A SUN SMART TERM 
Parents and children are reminded that this term children must wear school sun smart hats every 
day during recess and lunch breaks and on school excursions.  
 
PUNCTUALITY STAR 
Congratulations Hunter B in 3W for being this weeks Punctuality Star! Hunter was here at 
9.00am when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Hunter.  
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 

 Welcomed everyone back to term 4 

 Reminded the community that swimming starts Friday and runs each Friday until              
December 7  

 Congratulated our Tecoma 12 who completed the Kokoda challenge on the weekend.    
Special thanks to Mrs Young for coordinating and to Mrs Abbott (Cassidy) and Megan     
Wilson who trained the children. 

 Reminded students that hats must be worn in term 4. 

 Heard some wonderful holiday achievements. 
 
See you around the school!      
 
Rohan Thompson  
Principal 

 8 Sunset Avenue Olinda 

 Ph: 9751 0525 

 Wed-Sun: 9am–5pm 

Products: 
 Fresh fruits & veggies (Locally Grown) 

 Grass fed Beef, Free range Chicken, Lamb, Gourmet sausages fresh meat dept 

 Fresh deli with over 60 types of Cheese 

 Gourmet groceries local & imported 

 Range of pet foods 

 Firewood & Kindling    

 Mushroom mulch 

 Soil 

 Chicken manure 

 Sheep manure ect 

To The Parents of Tecoma Primary School.We have been in business since 1959 and have always operated in 

the Dandenong Ranges retail and wholesale.   We provided fruit for the Big Breakfast on Monday September 

16.  Currently we have the OLINDA store local to Tecoma operating from Tuesday to Sunday from 9am-5pm.  

We are running a campaign with our neighbouring Schools where parents can shop and with every $20 spent 

in our OLINDA store we will donate $1 back to the school (5%). 

tel:+6197510525


OFFICE NEWS  

NOTICES  The following notices have been sent home:  
   Cricket Blast Cup - Grade 3 & 4 
   Regional Athletics -  Select Students 
   Hoop Time—Select Students 
        

TERM 4 LEVIES  Prep - $30 
    Grade 1 & 2 - $30 
    Grade 3 & 4 - $14 
    Grade 5 - $14 
    Grade 6 - $71 
 
   Please make sure you are up to date with your term levy       
   payments. 
 
QKR   PLEASE DO NOT MAKE PAYMENTS UNDER $10  
   THROUGH QKR 
 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence.  
   This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
   A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be  
   sent to them within the required time frames. 
 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 
 
GASTRO  Please keep your child home for 48hours after having gastro  
   to help stop it spreading.  Please remind children to wash   
   their hands with soap and water regularly.  This is the best  
   way to stop germs spreading too.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

UNIFORM  Please NAME your child's uniform - we have too many in our  

   lost property tub again.   

LUNCH ORDERS  

AND SUSHI……. 
Please note that as of Term 3, lunch orders and sushi 

can be ordered on the following days: 

 

Monday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR 

Tuesday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR 

Thursday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR 

Wednesday - Lunch Orders 

Friday - Lunch Orders 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep  A Ruby Y Ruby took it upon herself to help a friend with some work they were 
finding challenging.  

Thank you for being so kind, caring and helpful Ruby.  
We are lucky to have you in our grade! 

Prep P Charli S Charli has been putting in lots of effort with her handwriting this week 
and is really improving with her writing. She always  has a positive 

attitude towards her learning! 

Prep W Jack P Jack has been working really hard and now knows how to spell and read 
all of the Golden Words! Keep up the good work Jack and good luck 

learning the Blue Words.  

Prep Y Eamon E Eamon, your growth in writing throughout the year has been a pleasure 
to see! You have developed a love of writing as seen in the level of detail 

you put into your sentences. You have gone from writing short 
sentences, to writing pages of information that contain really good 

detail making it so interesting to read! Your sizzling starts capture my 
attention straight away! Awesome job! 

1C Evey T For her beautiful handwriting. Evey you have been trying hard to write 
your letters neatly and on the lines. Your writing is looking fantastic! 

Well done :) 

1V Briten A Briten, you have worked so hard on your reading this year and you have  
now achieved level 18! I love listening to you read because the  

expression you use in your voice sounds so wonderful! 
Keep up the excellent effort to continue to improve Brit! 

1W Lorelei H It has been a pleasure to see your confidence grow this year Lorelei. You 
have become a popular class member, not just through your hilarious 
sense of humour, but from your willingness to include others! I am 

super proud of your efforts! 

2L Quinn H Quinn is a maths whiz! In the last week of term 3, Quinn was given the 
problem “The answer is 12, what is the question?” He came up with a 

whopping 65 possible questions that all equalled the target number 12. 
What an awesome effort! 

3R Willow F Willow showed an outstanding level of engagement during the 3/4 
Marble Run Challenge. She collected materials in the weeks prior, 
worked in a focused and cooperative manner with her partner and 

showed creativity in design ideas. Well done Willow! 



GRADE NAME REASON 

3R Jesse M Jesse showed a high level of engagement during the 3/4 Marble Run 
Challenge. He discussed and shared ideas with his partner and persisted 
when the task was challenging. It was great to see your excitement as 

each stage of your run was completed. Great effort Jesse! 

3M Jack B Jack is a kind, hard working student who always aims for his very 
best. It is lovely to see his hand raised as he is a keen class participant, 
eager to share his thoughts and ideas. We really enjoy having you as 

part of our 3M community Jack 

3W Isabelle H Isabelle worked really well on the Marble Run Challenge to finish our 
Science Unit about Forces in Term 3.  She brought lots of recycled 

materials in preparation and had great ideas.  
Your enthusiasm was great to see Isabelle. 

4D Charles S Congratulations Charles on facing your fears.  
You delivered a wonderful speech about spears and used your cue 

cards effectively. 

4K Lucy S You have returned from what sounded like an amazing holiday, with 
such enthusiasm to learn, and to strive to put in your absolute best 

effort with your class work. Thank you and welcome back Lucy! 

4R Ruby H Congratulations Ruby on a wonderful start at Tecoma Primary 
School. You have settled in so beautifully to our grade, we feel very 

lucky to have such a kind, confident and friendly person in 4R!  

5HS Kyla D Kyla showed enormous community spirit during Hooptime in Term 
3. She gave positive encouragement to her teammates, cheered on all 
Tecoma Primary School students during their basketball matches, and 

was a general good sport on the day. Keep it up Kyla! 

6F Mila J Mila has developed her writing a great deal this year. She has worked 
hard to constantly strive for improvement in her work and can be 

pleased to see this hard work now coming to fruition in her writing 
with a more mature voice. Following the Seven Steps to Writing 

Success has certainly paid off for Mila, well done! 

Japanese All of 3W! This week 3W engaged in a very active class discussion and supported 
each other.  Excellent teamwork!  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



Monday 

Art Club All year levels 

Senior Code Club Year 4-6 

School Band Senior School—Payment required 

Tuesday 

Aerobics Select Students 

Fitness Training All year levels 

Lego Club All Year levels 

Chess Club 

Payment required 
Due to an outside organisation providing the  

sessions 
(Years 1-6) 

Wednesday 
Aerobics Select Students 

Bey Blade Club All Year levels 

Thursday 
Fitness Training All Year levels 

Junior Code Club Years 1-3 

Friday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Mindfulness/Yoga All Year levels 

Library/games All Year levels 

LUNCH TIME EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments   Guitar Juan Aravena 0402 688 836 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Piano  Amanda Collins  0478 166 709  Violin Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am   

Thursday Morning  8.45am to 9.30am  PLEASE NAME YOUR CHILD’S  

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm  UNIFORM STRAIGHT AWAY! 



 

 

On Wednesday 11
th
 September, 85 of our grade 5/6 students competed at the Knox Basketball 

stadium in Hoop Time Basketball. This is a round robin competition with the aim of the day being 
to have fun and learn some new skills.  

All teams should be very proud of their efforts as they displayed very good sportsmanship and 
represented Tecoma P.S. proudly. 

I would like to say a big thank-you to the all the wonderful parents and past students and who  
assist with coaching teams, team managing and scoring on these days. 

Our All Star Girls coached by Jack Connell managed to not lose a game for the day and followed 
this up with a great win in the grand final. These girls will now progress through to the next round 
on October 28th.. 



KOKODA CHALLENGE 

We had 3 teams enter the challenge 

and we were very fortunate to have 

the most stunning weather.  The kids      

completed the challenge in 4.5hours. 

15kms of very, very tough hills up 

and down in 4.5 hours is an amazing   

achievement! 

 

We presented the kids with certificates at       

assembly on Monday.                                              

A HUGE shout out to Mrs Abbott and Megan 

Wilson for all of their incredible support too.  

 

Thank you 

Mrs Young 

 

 

Congratulations to our School Captain Tia M. She is 

not only a great school leader – she is also a pretty 

handy footballer!  Tia plays for Belgrave Junior FC 

and this season she not only won her Under 12 team’s 

Best and Fairest, she was also the winner of the Best 

and Fairest Trophy for the AFL Outer East League 

Under 12 Girls competition.  Her tenacity and                 

determination on the field is astounding (and       

sometimes scary!) to watch and, when combined with 

her exemplary sportsmanship, she is a very worthy 

winner.  Tia really wants to play AFLW for her        

beloved Hawthorn team, so she is one to look out for. 














