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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 
Friday 13th 
Sleepover 
Grade 2 

 
Monday 16th 

Family Big Breakfast 
& Book Fair 

 
Tuesday 17th 

Book Fair 
 

Wednesday 18th 
Division Athletics 
Select Students 

 
Step Into Prep 

Japanese 
 

Invention Convention 
Evening 

 
Friday 20th 

Last day Term 3 
School Finishes 2.30pm 

 

 
 

OCTOBER 
Monday 7th 

Term 4 Begins 

TECOMA FAMILY BREAKFAST 
Students of Tecoma Primary School are invited on Monday 
September 16, 2019 to bring their family along to a delicious 
breakfast. For all those who wish to start the day with a hearty 
breakfast, we put on cereal, fruit, bacon and eggs, tea and coffee. 
There will also be activities to do with your children. 
We have made a change to the schedule since I last wrote to you. 
We originally were going to have the family breakfast, footy day 
activities and lunch all on the same day. 
We have made a change to that. We will run footy day lunch and 
tabloid activities next Friday (the last day of term as we normally do). 
The teachers and students can then use Monday to prepare for 
Science night and the Invention Convention evening that is being run 
on Wednesday night.  
So to be clear: 
Monday September 16 from 7.30am -  9.00am is the Family 
Breakfast. Students in uniform. 
Friday September 20, students come in the colours of their 
favourite sporting team or favourite colour if they don’t have a team. 
Please bring along a gold coin donation. All proceeds will go towards 
State Schools' Relief which may cover the cost of new school 
uniforms, shoes, books and more to assist families in need in 
Victoria. 
For those who ordered a footy lunch, they will be served at 
12noon for prep-2 and 1.00pm for grades 3-6.  
The parade of your team colours will be at 12.30pm on the top 
basketball court should the weather be nice.  
 
SPRING AND SUNSMART 
While I’m always encouraging children to spend more time outside, 
exposure to sunlight is the main cause of melanoma and a cause of 
skin cancer. Acknowledging Australia has the world’s highest 
incidence of melanoma our School Council policy is for students to 
be Sunsmart from the start of spring. As a Sunsmart school we 
expect our students to wear a hat between September 1st and April 
30th each year; having reminded children to dust off their Sunsmart 
school hats so they are ready to be worn from Monday onwards to 
protect against UV and the sun. So please remind them to slap on a 
hat! 



LAST DAY OF TERM NEXT FRIDAY 
Next Friday, 20th September, is the last day of term 3. I would like to remind parents that         
students will be dismissed at 2:30pm.  
Out of school hours care will close at 5pm. 
 
The timetable for the final day of term is as follows: 
9:00am  Classes as per normal 
10:00am  Junior Football Tabloid Sports 
11:00am   RECESS 
11.30am  Senior Football Tabloid Sports 
12.00pm  Footy Day Lunch - Preps to Grade 2’s 
12.30pm  Football Parade  
1.00pm  Footy Day Lunch - Grade 3’s to 6’s 
1:10pm  LUNCH PLAY 
2:15pm  End of Term assembly 
2:30pm  Dismissal 
 
ARE YOU OK? DAY (THURSDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER). 
Sadly I raise this in the week that prominent AFL identity and mental health campaigner Danny 
Frawley lost his life in a tragic car accident. He had done so much work in this area, admitting to 
battling his own demons and creating podcasts on this issue, to which I was a subscriber. 
 
Quite ironically, today is Are You OK Day. Something we're never too young to learn is that    
asking "are you ok?" can make a difference! 
  
Staying connected and having meaningful conversations is something we can all do. You don't 
need to be an expert - just a great mate and a good listener. So, if you notice someone who 
might be struggling - start a conversation. 
We know that suicide prevention is an enormously complex and sensitive challenge the world 
over. But we also know that some of the world’s smartest people have been working tirelessly 
and developed credible theories that suggest there’s power in that simplest of questions - “Are 
you ok?” 
  
Got a niggling feeling that someone you know or care about it isn’t behaving as they normally 
would? Perhaps they seem out of sorts? More agitated or withdrawn? Or they’re just not      
themselves. Trust that gut instinct and act on it. 
Ask them - “are you ok?” 
  
By starting a conversation and commenting on the changes you’ve noticed, you could help that 
family member, friend or workmate open up. If they say they are not ok, you can follow up the 
conversation to show them they’re supported and help them find strategies to better manage the 
load. If they are ok, that person will know you’re someone who cares enough to ask. 
  
Let’s inspire everyone to ask each other about the stuff that really matters and be there for one 
another when life gets a bit tough or stressful. 
  
So it would be great if everyone spreads the word today, promote the day and ask SOMEONE, 
“ARE YOU OK?” 
 
PLANNING FOR 2020 
If your child/ren will not be at Tecoma PS in 2020, please send written notification to the office as 
soon as possible.  If you know of someone moving into our zone and are yet to apply for          
enrolment, please encourage them to contact the office immediately.   



CURRICULUM DAY 
Our School Council last month approved our third pupil free day for the year on  
Monday October 21.    
On this day, staff will be working on site with Literacy expert Mrs Deb Sukarna, which fits in with 
our School Review recommendations. 
Parents are asked to make alternative arrangements for the Monday October 21.  
We do have one further pupil free day available (every school has 4 per year) that our School 
Improvement team is currently planning. We will put this to our School Council for approval at our 
next meeting once we have finalised our focus for the day and the date that best fits the agenda.  
 
GRADE 3/4 CAMP 
We are nearly through all of our camps for the year. Last week, our grade 3/4’s headed to Phillip 
Island for their 3 day camp. They struck it lucky with the weather and had a wonderful time. The 
staff and parents reported the children took on all challenges and represented the school in such 
a wonderful manner. Our thanks to Miss Kennedy who coordinated the camp and the staff and 
parents that attended. 
 
GRADE 2 SLEEPOVER 
In following on with the camp theme, this Friday night, our grade 2 children are having a        
sleepover at school. For some children, this will be the first chance for a sleepover and the first 
night away from home.  
This is a toe in the water for them in preparation for the grade 3/4 camp next year to Healesville. 
My thanks to our staff who are once again spending time away from their families on a Friday 
night/Saturday morning to give these children a chance to build their confidence away from a 
home setting.  
 
ASSEMBLY 
This week at Assembly we: 

 Handed out some fantastic student of the week certificates 

 Congratulated the grade 3/4 children on having a wonderful camp last week and thanked 
our staff and parents who attended 

 Handed out more of the school-based congratulations for completing the Premiers Reading 
Challenge. The certificates from our Premier, Mr. Daniel Andrews will be handed out once 
the challenge is closed 

 Spoke to the children about hygiene in making sure we are washing hands and using the 
soap from the dispensers provided in the toilets. This may help to keep at bay the number 
of those bugs that are around schools at the moment.   

 
END OF TERM 
This will be the last newsletter for this term. As we near the end of Term 3, it is a good time to 
reflect on the many learning experiences we have enjoyed so far this year. The staff work in    
partnership with parents to provide the best possible opportunities for each child to prosper and 
learn. It is only through supporting and encouraging our students that they can work towards 
their personal best. There has been so much happening this term, highlighted by the whole 
school production, camps for grades 3-6, sleepover for grade 2, family breakfast as well as     
numerous incursions, excursions, not to mention the learning in the classroom. 
 



 I would like to thank the staff for their professionalism and focus towards our students; our       
primary aim is to care for every individual and to provide a safe and supportive environment for 
them all.  We welcome the community using our facilities during the holiday break as it is great 
seeing children and families being active and playing outdoors, however, if you see anyone    
acting suspiciously or inappropriately around the school grounds please contact the Belgrave   
Police Station on 97546677. 
 
We have another week to go but we will then look forward to seeing you all back at school on 
Monday 7th October after a restful 2 week break. 
 
See you around the school!      
Rohan Thompson  
Principal 

  

 

 8 Sunset Avenue Olinda 

 Ph: 9751 0525 

 Wed-Sun: 9am–5pm 

 

Products: 
 Fresh fruits & veggies (Locally Grown) 

 Grass fed Beef, Free range Chicken, Lamb, Gourmet sausages fresh meat dept 

 Fresh deli with over 60 types of Cheese 

 Gourmet groceries local & imported 

 Range of pet foods 

 Firewood & Kindling   

   

 Mushroom mulch 

 Soil 

 Chicken manure 

 Sheep manure ect 

To The Parents of Tecoma Primary School. 

We have been in business since 1959 and have always operated in the Dandenong Ranges retail and         

wholesale.   We are providing fruit for the Big Breakfast on Monday September 16. 

Currently we have the OLINDA store local to Tecoma operating from Tuesday to Sunday from 9am-5pm. 

We are running a campaign with our neighbouring Schools where parents can shop and with every $20 spent 

in our OLINDA store we will donate $1 back to the school (5%). 

tel:+6197510525


OFFICE NEWS  

NOTICES  The following notices have been sent home:  
   Interschool Summer Sports - Grades 5-6 
   Divisional Athletics—Select Students 
   SWIMMING - total cost is $100 - balance can now be paid. 
          

TERM 3 LEVIES  Prep - $27 
    Grade 1 - $10 
    Grade 2 - $15 
    Grade 3/4 - NO COST 
    Grade 5 - $15 
    Grade 6 - $25 
   Please make sure you are up to date with your term levy       
   payments. 
 
QKR   PLEASE DO NOT MAKE PAYMENTS UNDER $10  
   THROUGH QKR 
 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence.  
   This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
   A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be  
   sent to them within the required time frames. 
 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 
 
GASTRO  Please keep your child home for 48hours after having gastro  
   to help stop it spreading.  Please remind children to wash   
   their hands with soap and water regularly.  This is the best  
   way to stop germs spreading too.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

UNIFORM  Please NAME your child's uniform - we have too many in our lost 
   property tub again.   

 

LUNCH ORDERS  

AND SUSHI……. 
Please note that as of Term 3, lunch orders and sushi 

can be ordered on the following days: 

 

Monday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR 

Tuesday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR 

Thursday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR 

Wednesday - Lunch Orders 

Friday - Lunch Orders 







STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep  C Felix F Felix tried a number of strategies to try and work out the pattern when 
counting by 3s. It was so wonderful so see you sharing you thinking and 

working so well in your group. Well done Felix. 

Prep Y Winter H Winter it has been such a joy to watch you grow in confidence in 
Reading and Writing. Your ‘can do’ attitude is helping you to overcome 
challenges and achieve your goals. You work hard both at home and at 

school, and you are now seeing the results of all of that hard work.  
Well done Winter! 

1V James L James can often be seen doing “random acts of kindness” around the 
classroom, from organising materials for an activity, or helping out a 

fellow classmate who may need a hand. He is always polite, friendly and 
understanding of others. You are fabulous James! 

1W Alex D Alexander is one of the first people to settle into reading in the 
mornings. He has become somewhat of a bookworm who seems to 
have chewed through all of the books in his tub!!! Keep up the great 

work Alexander, I love your attitude towards reading!  

2L Caleb T For a huge improvement in reading. You have worked hard to ensure 
that you are using your strategies when working out tricky words.  

Keep up the great work!  

2M Austin L Austin’s reading is going from strength to strength. He is beginning to 
describe characters with interesting adjectives. When describing a 

character recently, he said that they were ‘humiliating another character 
by her actions’. 

3R Cleo J Cleo has included a variety of vivid verbs in her narrative writing. She has 
used words such as pouncing, screeched, bounced and lunged to add 

detail to her work and make it more interesting to the reader.  
Well done Cleo!  

3M Sienna B Sienna has immersed herself 100% into our Indigenous Research 
Project.  She has spent her lunchtimes in the yard crafting traditional 

Aboriginal tools and weapons, using reeds, sticks and even a shark 
tooth.  A great effort Sienna, I look forward to viewing your 

accompanying PowerPoint presentation. Well done! 
3W Ari J Through his comments, questions and answers in class discussions, Ari 

has shown a great understanding and empathy for the past and current 
issues facing our Indigenous peoples. It has been great to see how 

interested you are Ari, and how much you enjoyed our topic.  Nice 
work. 



GRADE NAME REASON 

4D All of 4D! For putting your dancing shoes on and tearing up the dance floor 
during our dance incursion. Congratulations. 

4R Chelsea V For always showing respect to her classmates, teachers and herself. 
Chelsea is always one of the first to put her hand up for any job that 

needs doing, consistently showing kindness, generosity and 
understanding towards others. You are a joy to have in our room! 

5G Jasmine T For being a wonderful role model to others in the class. Jasmine is 
always courteous and kind to everyone in the class. She works hard 

and helps out without any prompts. Recently, Jasmine has been 
taking home her invention project each night to stay on top of her 

project and has been following her timeline diligently.  
Thank you for your diligence Jasmine!  

5HS Kelvin H Kelvin, you were able to persevere through challenges at Camp 
Maldon when the going got tough. You responded positively to 

encouragement and were able to motivate yourself to give your best 
on your bike, despite fatigue and pain. What a pleasure to see! 

5HS Audrey W Audrey has been an incredible role model by showing respect towards 
herself, her classmates, her schoolwork and her community. She is 

consistently completing her homework to an exceptional level, she is 
always there to help others, and she puts her best efforts into 

everything she does.  
Well done Audrey! 

6F Jonathon Jonathan has worked so hard in all aspects of his schooling this term, 
he listens to all feedback and can be proud of his results. Jonathan, 
you are on the right track to a successful beginning at high school!  

6M Xander H Xander I have loved your enthusiasm and passion for our Invention 
Project this term. You have been actively engaged in the learning 
tasks and ensured you kept to your timeline. You have completed 

much of this at home and have worked diligently on all parts of this 
assignment. I can't wait to see your invention at the Invention 

Convention!  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



Monday 

Art Club All year levels 

Senior Code Club Year 4-6 

School Band Senior School—Payment required 

Tuesday 

Aerobics Select Students 

Fitness Training All year levels 

Lego Club All Year levels 

Chess Club 

Payment required 
Due to an outside organisation providing the  

sessions 
(Years 1-6) 

Wednesday 
Aerobics Select Students 

Bey Blade Club All Year levels 

Thursday 
Fitness Training All Year levels 

Junior Code Club Years 1-3 

Friday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Mindfulness/Yoga All Year levels 

Library/games All Year levels 

LUNCH TIME EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments   Guitar Juan Aravena 0402 688 836 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Piano  Amanda Collins  0478 166 709  Violin Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am   

Thursday Morning  8.45am to 9.30am  PLEASE NAME YOUR CHILD’S  

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm  UNIFORM STRAIGHT AWAY! 



Book Fair. 

Starts Monday! 
Monday 16th and Tuesday  

17th September 

8.30am – 9am & 3.30-4.15pm both days. 

In the Library 

Perfect for some holiday reading. Every book purchased will enable us to 
continue purchasing new books for the library. All students will visit 
with their class to fill in a wish list – so if you can’t make it, you can still 
purchase chosen books by returning the form with payment on Tuesday. 

You are under no obligation to purchase wish list items. 

Payment options include cash and EFTPOS (excluding AMEX & Diners Club) 

      Orders placed after Tuesday require credit card payment and a wait time for delivery   

See you there! - Jennie T 

 

FAMILY BIG BREAKFAST 

MONDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 

7.30am—9.00am 

 

 cereal 

 fruit 

 bacon and eggs 

 tea and coffee 

 












