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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
AUGUST 

Tuesday 27th -  
Friday 30th 

Maldon Camp 
Grade 5 

 
Friday 30th 

BOSCH Excursion 
Grade 6 

 

SEPTEMBER 
Monday 2nd -  

Wednesday 4th 
Phillip Island Camp 

Grade’s 3/4 
 

Wednesday 4th 
Step into Prep 

ART 
 

Thursday 5th 
District Athletics 

Grades 3-6 
Select Students only 

 
Friday 6th 

Fairytale Incursion 
Prep Classes 

 
Friday 13th 
Sleepover 
Grade 2 

 
 

TECOMA FAMILY BREAKFAST 
Students of Tecoma Primary School are invited on Monday 
September 16, 2019 to bring their family along to a delicious 
breakfast. For all those who wish to start the day with a hearty 
breakfast, we put on cereal, bacon and eggs, fresh fruit, tea and 
coffee.  There will also be activities to do with your children. 
This year, we have combined it with Footy Day, so children and 
parents can come along in their favourite team colours (and if you 
don’t have a favourite footy team, another type of sport or just your 
favourite colour).  Lunch order notices will be coming out soon. 
Breakfast served from 7.30am onwards.  
Hope to see you here. 
 
CURRICULUM DAY 
Our School Council last Tuesday approved our third pupil free day 
for the year on Monday October 21.    
On this day, staff will be working on site with Writing expert Mrs Deb 
Sukarna, which fits in with our School Review recommendations. 
Parents are asked to make alternative arrangements for the Monday 
October 21.  
We do have one further pupil free day available (every school has 4 
per year) that our School Improvement team is currently planning. 
We will put this to our School Council for approval at our next 
meeting once we have finalised our focus for the day and the date 
that best fits the agenda.  
 
GRADE 5 CAMP 
As I write to you about 4.30pm on Wednesday, I am away on grade 
5 camp and our children have just got back from a long bike ride to 
Muckleford, before catching the steam train back to Maldon. They 
then rode out to a dredge where we were going to cook damper 
around a campfire but the heavens opened up.  
Not once have the children complained, despite the cold and wet 
ride home. 
In sporting terms, they’ve now “hit the showers” but they are having 
a wonderful time and really supporting each other as they conquer 
the hills and the dirt tracks around Maldon. It’s wonderful to see and 
hear what camp is all about. 
For some of our children (gr 3’s), next week will be their first camp 
as the grade 3/4 children head off to Phillip Island. The children go 
from Monday to Wednesday and for some, it will be their first  



experience away from home. It was one of the reasons why we introduced the grade 2 sleepover 
towards the end of the year. The sense of accomplishment and the development of                  
independence is just invaluable. 
 
FATHER’S DAY STALL  
Our thanks to the Parent Network who organised and sold some really great gifts that the       
children were able to purchase on Monday.  
The Parent Network would also like to thank all the families for once again supporting this event 
and the school. Your ongoing support is so very appreciated.  
While we are on Father’s Day, I hope our dads, grandfathers, uncles, etc. in our community have 
a wonderful day on Sunday. 
 
NATIONAL ESMART WEEK 1-7 SEPTEMBER 
National eSmart Week is an initiative developed by the Alannah & Madeline Foundation in     
partnership with the Telstra Foundation.  The eSmart Schools program was developed in         
response to schools’ expressed need for a positive and evidence-informed framework to address 
issues of cyber bullying and cyber safety. More than 2,300 schools across Australia are currently 
participating in the eSmart Schools program.  
 
As 21st century learners, the web is part of our students’ lives and provides a great place to 
learn, be creative, stay connected and share their learning.  However, there are risks.  Research 
shows that one in five young Australians have been cyber bullied and there are many other    
challenges young people face online. It is therefore vital that our students, staff and community 
are well supported to be smart, safe and responsible users of technology.    
 
Tecoma Primary School achieved eSmart status in 2016. The use of technology and online tools 
continues to provide amazing opportunities for our students.  To support this, cyber safety is 
taught explicitly as a key component of our curriculum.  
 
The link below is a very useful resource for parents.  I encourage you to have a look and keep 
this link handy as a resource.   
 
https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/ 
 
You may recall last year, our school ran a very successful cyber evening with over 80 parents in 
attendance while we ran the student movie night. We are looking to run this again in the future 
but Upwey South Primary School have very kindly offered some vacancies at their cyber safety 
session this Monday night. 
 
The details are below: 
 

ThinkUKnow CyberSafety Presentation  

Monday 2nd September 2019, 7:00pm at Upwey South Primary School.  

 All parents, carers and teachers are encouraged to attend. 

 This presentation is a great opportunity to help parents and carers to introduce the issues 

surrounding cyber safety to your children and to help you to continue to address your family 

digital values at home.    

 Entry is free.   

 

To register, please click on the following link and reserve your place.  

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/cyber-safety-thinkuknow-tickets-67972279919 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com.au%2Fe%2Fcyber-safety-thinkuknow-tickets-67972279919&data=02%7C01%7Ckitch.damien.p%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C51fe21a29b4647c70bf008d71a1a114f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%


ThinkUKnow Australia is a cyber safety education program that educates parents, carers 

and teachers of how people are using technology, the challenges they may face online, and 

how to help them overcome these in a safe and ethical way. 

 

 ThinkUKnow Australia is a partnership between the Australian Federal Police, Microsoft 

Australia, Datacom and the Commonwealth Bank. The program is delivered in collaboration 

with policing partners New South Wales Police Force, Northern Territory Police,        

Queensland Police, South Australia Police, Tasmania Police, Western Australia Police, as 

well as Neighbourhood Watch Australasia. 

 

The presentation will be delivered by a local law enforcement member and an industry     

volunteer. The presentation covers issues relating to children and young peoples’ privacy 

and security online, their relationships with other users and their online reputation.    It 

provides insight into the devices young people are using, as well as the popular websites, 

apps and social networking sites they’re accessing. 

  

This is a fantastic opportunity for you to learn more about young people and the 

online environment, and how you can help them to be safe and responsible users 

of technology. 

  

PLEASE NOTE: This is an adults-only event, with some content not suitable for 

those under 18 years of age. 

   

For more information, you can visit www.thinkuknow.org.au  

FATHER’S DAY 

This Michael Grose piece  (parent educator) relates to Dads and how Father’s Day may give an 
opportunity to reflect on how to approach this special role. 
 
1. Play to your strengths 
Men generally parent differently to women, based on their biology. Fathers often parent in a 
more active or action-oriented way than mothers so games, play and physical activity become 
important parts of a man’s parenting repertoire. Your partner may not always appreciate your 
more active approach, particularly if you play with kids just before bedtime then leave it to her to 
calm them down. 
Practical advice: Be yourself, but be smart about it! 
 
2. Lighten up – don’t take yourself too seriously 
It’s easy to get caught up in your own importance, taking yourself and your work too seriously. 
For many men a bad day at work translates into poor or, at best, distracted experiences when 
they’re with their families. Consider putting a strategy in place, such as exercise, that will help 
you leave work and the moods it engenders behind. 
Practical advice: Be present in mind as well as in body when you’re with your kids. 
 
3. Have something in common with each child 
It would be wonderful to say that you can always connect with your kids, but family life is not that 
straightforward. There’ll always be a child who we struggle to connect with or a developmental 
stage during which a child seems alien to us. In these cases and times it helps if you share a 
common interest (such as a love of sport or music) with a child so that you always have some-
thing that will bring you together, even though you may not always see eye to eye. 
Practical advice: Be prepared to take an interest in your child’s interests. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thinkuknow.org.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckitch.damien.p%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C51fe21a29b4647c70bf008d71a1a114f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C637006571582415784&sdata=PysrNYYDhMl%2


 4. Take it easy on your son 
Many dads are tough on their boys and have expectations way above their son’s interest and 
ability levels. It helps to remember that it takes a little longer for a boy to mature. Resist the   
temptation to turn every game and every joint activity into a lesson and avoid giving advice when 
all your son wants is some understanding. 
Practical advice: See the boy as he is now, not the future man, when you spend time with him. 
5. Enjoy the outdoors with your daughter 
The biological nature of fathering causes most men to be very protective of their daughters. But 
that doesn’t mean you should put your daughter on a pedestal and treat her like a little princess. 
Expect a lot from her. Play with her, and get her outside into nature as it will do wonders for her 
confidence levels. 
Practical advice: Enjoy spending time with your daughters on a daily basis. 
6. Be ready for kids to knock you off your pedestal 
Most children in the pre-school and middle- to late-primary school years look up to their dads. 
“My dad is better/bigger than your dad” is a type of mantra that’s familiar to many parents. Make 
the most of it as this Superman Syndrome doesn’t last. Young children soon become               
adolescents and will go to great lengths to prove that you’re Clarke Kent after all. Expect that 
they will stop laughing at your jokes, raise an eyebrow at your well-intentioned advice and even 
stop being friendly to you in public. Ouch! It can be hurtful to a man who just wants to be the best 
dad he can be. 
Practical advice: See number 2: don’t take yourself too seriously. 
7. Give your kids a compass and a map 
One day your children will become independent of you. Don’t worry! You won’t be irrelevant, just 
redundant in a practical and managerial sense. There are two things you can do to help your kids 
safely navigate the world when you’re not around. First, help them develop a set of positive     
values including integrity, honesty and respect that will act as their moral compass when they 
have difficult decisions to make. Second, reveal your personal story over time as this narrative 
will become a personal map that will reassure them when life gets tough. It’s good to know that 
they are not in uncharted territory when they finally strike out on their own. 
Practical advice: Tell kids your story – don’t make them guess it or learn it from someone else. 
 
Father’s Day is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the contribution that men make to the lives 
of their children. It’s a very personal reflection as each man’s experience of fathering is as unique 
as the children they are raising. I invite you to reflect on your own fathering as well as the       
contribution that fathers – whether your own dad or someone else’s – have made to your own 
life.” 
Enjoy your special day! 
 
PUNCTUALITY STAR 
Congratulations Grace K in Prep C for being this weeks Punctuality Star! Grace was here at 
9.00am  when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Grace!  
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE 
 Handed out some fantastic student of the week activities 
 Wished our grade 5 children well for the camp week ahead. 
 Handed out more of the school based congratulations for completing the Premiers Reading 

Challenge. The certificates from our Premier, Mr. Daniel Andrews will be handed out once 
the challenge is closed 

 Thanked everyone for the wonderful production. 
 Heard about AKWAK (Australian Knitting for War Affected Kids) which our Junior School 

Council is involved in. 
 
Best wishes to all our dads and grandfathers for a glorious Sunday. 
 
See you around the school!      
Rohan Thompson  
Principal 



OFFICE NEWS  

NOTICES  The following notices have been sent home:  
   Athletics - Select Students Grades 3-6 
   Hoop Time - Grades 5-6 
   SWIMMING - total cost is $100 - balance can now be paid. 
          

LEVIES  Prep - $27 
   Grade 1 - $10 
   Grade 2 - $15 
   Grade 3/4 - NO COST 
   Grade 5 - $15 
   Grade 6 - $25 
   Please make sure you are up to date with your term levy       
   payments. 
 
QKR   PLEASE DO NOT MAKE PAYMENTS UNDER $10  
   THROUGH QKR 
 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence.  
   This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
   A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be  
   sent to them within the required time frames. 
 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 
 
GASTRO  Please keep your child home for 48hours after having gastro  
   to help stop it spreading.  Please remind children to wash   
   their hands with soap and water regularly.  This is the best  
   way to stop germs spreading too.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

UNIFORM  Please NAME your child's uniform - we have too many in our lost 
   property tub again.   

 

LUNCH ORDERS  

AND SUSHI……. 
Please note that as of Term 3, lunch orders and sushi 

can be ordered on the following days: 

 

Monday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR 

Tuesday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR 

Thursday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari—QKR 

Wednesday - Lunch Orders 

Friday - Lunch Orders 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments  

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Guitar       

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  

Piano       Violin 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709  Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

www.victorianirishdance.com 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am 

Thursday Morning  8.45am to 9.30am 

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm 

 PLEASE NAME YOUR CHILD’S UNIFORM STRAIGHT AWAY  





STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep  C Grace K Grace sets a high standard for behaviour and work ethic in the 

classroom. She follows classroom rules, performs all classroom activities 
to the best of her ability, and shows respect for her teachers and peers. 

She has been a delight to teach during my time in Prep C.  
Thank you Grace! 

Prep  P Evan X For trying hard to listen carefully to all the teachers and endeavouring 
to making a special effort to working conscientiously at completing set 

tasks.  Well Done Evan! 

Prep W Jono G As I was walking around the school earlier in the week, it was lovely to 
see Jono race up to check on someone who had been hit by a rogue 

football. He put his arm around them, asked if they were okay and made 
sure they weren’t hurt before he joined in the game again.  

Thank you for looking out for others Jono! 
Prep Y Zahra P Zahra you have been so focussed in class this Term, which has led to 

high levels of growth in your Reading and Writing. I was particularly 
impressed by your very descriptive writing piece, where you started with 
a sizzling start, writing ‘Crash! The boy found a beautiful dashing shell 

that had a pearl in it in the treasure box!’ 
1C Maeve B For always being so kind and caring towards others. Maeve, you are 

always on the look out for how you can cheer someone up or help 
someone out.  

Thank you for being such a thoughtful member of our class! 
1V Charlie J Charlie, you are such a creative thinker! You always think outside the 

box and present your own unique ideas to our class discussions, making 
our class think differently about things too!!  

I like your style Charlie! 
1W Saxon E Saxon showed a good knowledge of addition to solve the farm riddle in 

our homework. He worked out that 2 pigs, 2 cows, 2 cats and 3 chickens 
equal 30 legs! It’s great to see you applying yourself and I wish you luck 

looking after all those animals!  

2L Cooper B Cooper’s personal goal is to focus on his listening skills by ensuring that 
he is Whole Body listening when instructions are given. I am so proud 

of the effort Cooper is putting in, to ensure that he is achieving this 
goal. Keep up the great listening Cooper! 

2M Adam L What a great week you have had Adam. You have really given your best 
efforts and responded well to feedback. As a result, you have 

contributed positively to, not only yours, but other’s learning as well. 

3R Rhyder G Rhyder shows respect to all others at school. He listens attentively 
during class discussions and works with other students in a polite and 

inclusive manner.  



GRADE NAME REASON 

3M Isobel V Isobel is a dedicated learner and this is reflected in all subject areas.  
She listens carefully to class instructions and is always keen to assist 

others.  You are such a wonderful member of 3M Isobel! 

3W Jemma C Jemma has an awesome recall of number facts and has been blitzing 
the Times Tables Challenge. She is also happy to assist other kids when 

I ask her to help.   
Thanks so much Jemma. It’s great to celebrate your successes! 

4D Xavier K Xavier worked cooperatively and productively when designing his 
ideal ‘marble run’. He listened and followed the brief and assisted 

members of his team when working out which design to choose to 
create. Congratulations! 

4K Imilla S For using your class time wisely when researching some interesting 
facts about Mandawuy Yunupingu. You have ensured you have 

covered all important aspects of writing a biography and included 
images to make your work eye-catching. Well done Imilla! :-) 

5HS Austin H Austin, you showed incredible perseverance, moral strength and 
determination during the night hike at Camp Maldon. You were able 
to push through adversity and finish the hike despite its challenges. 

We are so proud of you! 

6M Faith L Faith has been committed and focused throughout our Maldon 
Maths task. She has used many platforms, such as the Google suite to 
present her understanding. Her mathematical growth and her ability 

to show her learnings has been impressive.  
Well done for working so hard Faith!  

Japanese Foundation P! For showing excellent teamwork by sharing ideas at the tables to 
work out Japanese colours, recalling the gestures.  Very well done!  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



 

Monday 
Art Club All year levels 

Senior Code Club Year 4-6 

Tuesday 

Aerobics Select Students 

Fitness Training All year levels 

Lego Club All Year levels 

Chess Club 

Payment required 
Due to an outside organisation providing the  

sessions 
(Years 1-6) 

Wednesday 
Aerobics Select Students 

Bey Blade Club All Year levels 

Thursday 
Fitness Training All Year levels 

Junior Code Club Years 1-3 

Friday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Mindfulness/Yoga All Year levels 

Library/games All Year levels 

School Band Senior School—payment required 

LUNCH TIME EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 



Support Tecoma Primary School! 

Get your new Entertainment Membership today. 
  

With the 2018 | 2019 Entertainment Membership about to expire, now is the perfect time to buy the brand 
new 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership! You can enjoy thousands of valuable offers for everything 
you love to do, all while supporting Security Camera’s for our School. 
  

Purchase your 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership! 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1950m56 

  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Tecoma Primary School 
Anthea Creswell 

97542354 
cresswell.anthea.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

  

Make his day and support Tecoma Primary School! 
  

It's smart, dynamic and fun, just like Dad. The Entertainment Digital Membership is 
more useful than a tool kit, fits neatly in Dad's smartphone and has great offers for 

dining, movies, activities and travel - all the things he loves to do with you :) 
                        

 
  

 Purchase now and go in the draw to win the ultimate Father’s Day gift. When you 
purchase a Membership online during August you will go into the draw to win 2 tickets 

to the AFL Grand Final, along with accommodation at Melbourne Short Stay Apart-
ments, flights from Jetstar and dinner for 2 at Red Spice Road. 

  

mailto:cresswell.anthea.a@edumail.vic.gov.au











