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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
JULY 

Monday 22nd 
Kokoda Talk 6pm 

Participating Parents 
 

Tuesday 23rd 
Division Soccer 

(participating students) 
 

Wednesday 24th 
Step into Prep -  

Story Time 
 

Division Netball 
(participating students) 

 

Production Dress 
Rehearsal 

11:30am to 3:30pm 
 

Thursday 25th 
Whole School 

Production Photos 
 

Wednesday 31st 
100 DAYS OF PREP! 

Morning Munchies 
 

AUGUST  
Monday 5th 

School Production 
7pm 

 
Tuesday 6th 

School Production 
7pm 

 

WELCOME BACK 
I hope everyone had a restful break and 
enjoyed the opportunity to share some time 
with their family and friends.  
Many I have spoken to did absolutely nothing 
which means they must have needed the 
rest, and to be honest, it was too cold to try 
and do much anyway. Unless of course you 
headed north to chase the sun, which I know 
a number of you did. 
 
Masae sensei and I arrived back from Japan with the 18 children we 
took away on the first Wednesday of the holidays. The kids were 
absolutely exhausted and to be honest, we were too. I was counting 
to 18 in my sleep, as the biggest fear obviously was losing one in the 
busy Tokyo, Kyoto and Hiroshima cities. The last week of the trip 
since my last update to you included heading to Kyoto to see 
temples, castles and old markets. We had a day in Hiroshima via the 
bullet train which was incredibly sad and moving.  
We headed back to Tokyo via bullet train again, visiting places of 
significance, culminating in a day at Tokyo Disneyland, a day I’m 
sure the children will never forget. No wonder, we all stumbled off 
the plane at Tullamarine. 
 
It was nice to use the rest of the break to recover, though 
preparations for my daughters 18

th
 Birthday party at home took me 

out of my slumber. We’ve ticked that box off too, so now it’s back to 
work. 
  
I hope the break gave your families the opportunity to get over the 
sniffles and get to know each other after what was an extremely 
busy term. 
 
Term 3 promises to be another great term filled with challenging 
learning opportunities, stimulating excursions, 3 camps, incursions 
and of course our whole school production. 
 
Judging by the number of post-it notes on my desk, it’s going to be 
one very busy term. 
 



SCHOOL PRODUCTION 
We are now kicking into rehearsals for the Whole School Production on August 5 and 6 so not 
long to go. No doubt in the next few weeks, you will receive lots of correspondence from our    
Music Teacher and Production Coordinator Mrs Connell and your child’s class teacher. Please be 
vigilant in monitoring any flexibuzz notifications or notices that come out. 
 
ATTENDANCE BBQ 
As you would be aware from our Newsletter on February 27, at the end of the semester, we run 
an attendance BBQ to celebrate those children that have been able to get to school 97% of the 
days in Semester 1.  
Today we had 175 proud children qualify which is an amazing effort. We want to recognise this 
and provide the incentive for what is a really high target. The fact we had 175 reach it is            
incredible. 
 
Our school, according to department figures located on their information portal, is now number 1 
in comparison to like schools across the state. 
In the early years of my role here, our figures were worse than state average. We had on         
average over 16 days per child away per year, which is over 3 weeks. We had children stay 
home for their birthday, we had children go to Collingwood training when they made the grand 
final (heaven forbid!), we had others stay home to prepare for Britney Spears concerts. The     
priorities were wrong and we needed to address it.  
 
One of the ways was with the Attendance BBQ’s, with the punctuality awards, and the “It’s not ok 
to be away” slogan. We are now down to 11 days per child, a drop of a week per child. 
Of course there needs to be common sense to this. We have stated and will continue to state that 
if children aren’t well, please keep them at home. This also means that we can limit the spread of 
what might be infectious. Our community have been great with this. If they have been up late for 
example for our school production, come in a little later. The benefit and sense of achievement in 
being part of a whole school production is worth the effort. 
 
There are also times where families take family holidays together. Some of my best childhood 
memories are the 3 weeks we were taken out of school to go to Queensland.  The memories and 
time together are treasured. I’ve done it myself with my own children. 
What that meant was that my children didn’t qualify for the “100 percent club” that their school 
had going. 100 percent was a pretty high target! That’s ok, we used it as a teaching point. Well 
done to those kids that did, congratulate them, be happy for them and if the opportunity comes up 
next time, aim for it. 
 
Teaching children that they can’t win every game they play, every competition they enter, every 
job they apply for is our role as adults. Winning, losing, achieving, not quite getting there is a part 
of life. It builds resilience, teaches them to dust themselves off and go again. 
We celebrate high achievement in a number of ways at our school. Those that win through to the 
next level in their sporting pursuits, those that achieve high academically, those that achieved a 
Student of the Week award, those that meet the Premier’s Reading Challenge. We have      
weekend achievements at assembly where those that have achieved something on the weekend 
can tell our school community. As long as they have the evidence to show what they have 
achieved, everyone can come out. 
 
Our Attendance BBQ is another one of those celebrations. Well done to the 175 that made it to 
the summit! Who knows, we might even get to 200 next time! 
 
TRANSITION PROGRAM and NEXT YEAR 
Next Wednesday, from 9.10-10.00am, we hope to see 72 children enrolled for next year attend 
our Prep transition program. It is amazing how quickly this has come around as it seems like only 
yesterday that we were welcoming this years Preps to the school.  
We did our first class structure for 2020 this week based on 452 children. If you won’t be or you 
think it is unlikely your child/ren will be at Tecoma next year, can you please let us know. We can 
then take that into account when we look at our numbers. 



VICTORIAN PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE – 2019 
As you would be aware, our children are already participating in the Victorian Premier’s Reading 
Challenge. The Challenge officially ends in early September. Children from Prep to Year 2 will 
endeavour to read 30 books (at least 20 from the reading list and 10 of their own choice) and 
Years 3 to 6 will try to read 15 books (10 or more from the list).  
 
I see that 14 students have already met the challenge which is fantastic. Hop to it kids, there is 
still time! 
 
For further information and for the complete lists of reading list books go to 
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/  
 
A reminder that the children who have entered the Premier’s Reading Challenge….you must 
have your books that you have read entered and updated by September 6, 2017.   
 
COLD WEATHER CLOTHING 
The cold winter weather has certainly set in. Very low temperatures  and rain in the past 2 weeks 
has made it very cold outside for students before school and during breaks. At school, our       
priority is to provide opportunity for the students to play outside whenever possible. 
 
In addition to playtimes, there are also a number of occasions when class activities mean that 
our students are outside for extended periods of time. 
 
Please check with your children to make sure that they have enough clothing to keep them warm 
outside when it is very cold. It can only help in keeping those nasty winter bugs at bay. 
 
MAJOR RAFFLE 
Our school has been given the wonderful opportunity to do some fundraising by participating in 
the “GREAT COMMUNITY RAFFLE”. This is the 10

th
 Anniversary of this fundraiser coordinated 

by the Rotary Club of Emerald and District. 
  
The Ferntree Gully Motor Group are donating all the prizes at no cost to participating               
organisations. 
 
This year, a car will be given away! 
 
1

st
 Prize: Nissan Qashqai ST-Auto $33,970 including metallic paint and on road costs  

2
nd

 Prize: $1000 Westfield Voucher 
3

rd
 Prize: $500 Westfield Voucher 

 
All proceeds from the sale of our allotted tickets go directly to the school. 
 
Tickets are $2 each. By now, you will have received, you 5 tickets, if you need or would like more 
than 5 tickets to sell, please contact the school and we can allocate you more. The more tickets 
we sell as a school, the more we raise and the greater the chance we have of one of our        
community members being a winner. 
 
If you don’t wish to participate in selling tickets, can you please return them to the school for   
others to sell. It is important that tickets sold or not sold are all accounted for. 
 
Tickets can be sold from now until July 31, 2019. The raffle will be drawn on 19

th
 August, 2019. 

 
We thank you for your support as this is one of our major fundraisers for the year. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/


MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments  

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Guitar       

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  

Piano       Violin 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709  Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

www.victorianirishdance.com 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am 

Thursday Morning  9.00am to 9.30am 

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm 

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 

 Welcomed everyone back from the holidays 

 Welcomed back River and Indie after 6 months living away from the hills 

 Welcomed back Miss Graham from leave and welcomed Miss Rowland to full time at our 
school  

 Heard about all the production practice this week 

 Heard from our 6 children that attended a school trip to Japan about the adventures of 
schooling in Japan, the homestay and the sightseeing they undertook.  

  
See you around the school! 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



2019 Parent Opinion Survey 
 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
 

The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the 
Department of Education and Training that is conducted 
amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist       
schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate,   
student behaviour and student engagement. Our school will use the survey         
results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement         
strategies.  
 
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s  
survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion 
Survey will be conducted from Monday 22

rd
 July to Sunday 11

th
 August. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and 
can be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop 
computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.  
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September and 
the survey results will be communicated to parents through the School’s Annual 
Report.  
 
Please keep an eye out for a letter with your unique login and password if you are 
one of those families who have been randomly selected and please find the time to 
complete the survey so we know how we are doing as a school. 
 

LUNCH ORDERS  

AND SUSHI……. 
Please note that as of Term 3, lunch       

orders and sushi can be ordered on the 

following days: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari 

Tuesday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari 

Wednesday - Lunch Orders 

Thursday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari 

Friday - Lunch Orders 

 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep  C Chloe B Chloe did such a wonderful job of reading a book to class. She practised 

the book a few times and read fluently and confidently. Thank you for 
showing Prep C what an awesome reader sounds like Chloe! 

Prep P Abigail Y Abigail has such beautiful handwriting. She sets a high standard for the 
rest of the class. Well done example Abigail. 

Prep  W Ava C Ava has come back from holidays ready to learn and her reading is really 
impressing me! Keep up the fantastic reading effort Ava! 

Prep Y Alannah O Alannah you have worked so hard to develop a “can do” attitude which 
has led you to grow in confidence in Writing, and produce some really 
well thought out and constructed writing pieces. Keep up the awesome 

attitude and mindset Alannah! 

1W Raina G Raina is becoming a very organised and efficient worker. She 
consistently finishes tasks on time and strives for her personal best. Her 

efforts have not gone unnoticed. Well done Raina! 

2L Sammy M Sammy is always ready to learn. He participates in class discussion and 
always raises his hand to ask or answer questions. He is becoming an 

expert at blocking out distractions and becoming the master of his own 
learning. 

2R Leah S For being a great ‘Number Detective’. You used a 100s chart and found 
and discussed lots of patterns that had been created when you skip 

counted by 3s and 4s. Well done! 

3GR Lucas L Lucas has done a fabulous job in learning to use a cursive script. He’s 
learnt ALL the joins...even speed loops! 

3M Ruby C Ruby’s participation in our Maths ‘Place Value’ lessons has been 
admirable.  It is lovely to see her hand raised and she works hard to 

master the concepts.  Ruby is also to be congratulated for the way she 
helps to support our classroom community.  She is always keen to assist 

others and this is such a wonderful quality to have.  
 Keep it up Ruby! 

3M Oscar G Oscar has such a positive attitude when tackling tricky subtraction 
sums.  He is focussed on calculating the correct answer and his 

determination is admirable.  Keep it up Oscar! 

3W Jasmine E Jasmine has been so happy in the morning and settles straight down to 
work.  We love having you in the class Jas, and your Holiday Haiku was 

excellent. Great start to the term. 



GRADE NAME REASON 
3W Daisy T Welcome to Tecoma PS Daisy.  I was away when you arrived - but 

before I met you all the class told me what a friendly girl you are.  I 
hope you will be very happy here.  

I love that your favourite subject is Science :) 

4R River W River has slotted in so effortlessly back into Tecoma Primary School. 
He is a respectful, polite and caring member of our class, and we all 

feel very lucky to have him in 4R. 

5G Cody L For being an incredibly helpful, kind and respectful class member. 
Cody is always helping out in the classroom. He helps with classroom 
organisation, tidiness and also helps his classmates with anything he 

can. Cody is always honest and works well with others in the class. We 
are lucky to have you in 5G Cody. 

6F Hayden K Hayden was a model player during interschool sports. He took on 
different rules, feedback and advice from many people from many 

schools over the course of the day, always put the skills into place and 
had a positive attitude to every single game. Your sportsmanship was 
to be admired Hayden, thank you for representing Tecoma so well. 

6M Billy W Billy has worked hard this term to improve his speaking and leadership 
skills. His prepared speech at the presentation evening represented his 

growth and how much his confidence has improved. Billy you also 
showed true community spirit and leadership during interschool 

sports, encouraging your team mates and showing good 
sportsmanship. Keep it up! 

Japanese All of  2L! You came to the first Japanese class with respect and great 
enthusiasm.  Well done 2L!   

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



 

Monday 
Art Club All year levels 

Senior Code Club Year 4-6 

Tuesday 

Aerobics Select Students 

Fitness Training All year levels 

Lego Club All Year levels 

Chess Club 

Payment required 
Due to an outside organisation providing the  

sessions 
(Years 1-6) 

Wednesday 
Aerobics Select Students 

Bey Blade Club All Year levels 

Thursday 
Fitness Training All Year levels 

Junior Code Club Years 1-3 

Friday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Mindfulness/Yoga All Year levels 

Library/games All Year levels 

School Band Senior School—payment required 

LUNCH TIME EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 



Support Tecoma Primary School! 

Get your new Entertainment Membership today. 
  

With the 2018 | 2019 Entertainment Membership about to expire, now is the perfect time to buy the brand 
new 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership! You can enjoy thousands of valuable offers for everything 
you love to do, all while supporting Security Camera’s for our School. 
  

Purchase your 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership! 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1950m56 

 

  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Tecoma Primary School 
Anthea Creswell 

97542354 
cresswell.anthea.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

  

mailto:cresswell.anthea.a@edumail.vic.gov.au




OFFICE NEWS  

NOTICES  The following notices have been sent home:  
 
   Grade 3/4 Camp Notices 
   Grade 5/6 Camp Notices 
       

LEVIES  Prep - $27 
   Grade 1 - $10 
   Grade 2 - $15 
   Grade 3/4 - NO COST 
   Grade 5 - $15 
   Grade 6 - $25 
   Please make sure you are up to date with your term levy       
   payments. 
 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence.  
   This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
   A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be  
   sent to them within the required time frames. 
 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 
 
 

Karin, Heather & Anthea - The Office Gals. 



 

Morning Munchies 
CELEBRATING 100 DAYS OF PREP!! 

Our wonderful Parent Network is holding a lunchtime munchie snack 
on 

Wednesday, 31st July 

The children are able to order a cinnamon donut & a hot chocolate. 

If you would like your child to participate in this, please complete 
the order form below and return it to the office. 

Orders must be back with payment no later than Friday, 26th July 
No late orders can be accepted. 

                                BYO MUG!!! 

 

Morning Munchie Order 
 

(Return to school with payment no later than Friday, 26th July) 

 

Child’s Name:  ………………………………………………..Grade: ………. 

 

PLEASE SPECIFY IF GLUTEN FREE IS REQUIRED 

 

 

Type Cost per 
item 

Sub-
Total 

Hot choc & donut $3.00   

    $ 


