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DATES TO 

 REMEMBER 
 

JUNE  
 

Friday 28th 
Last Day of School 
2:30PM Dismissal 

 

JULY 
 

Monday 15th 
Start of Term 3 

 
Tuesday 16th 

Parent Network Meeting 
 

Friday 19th 
Principal’s Attendance 
BBQ for Semester 1 

Select Students 
 

Tuesday 23rd 
Division Soccer 
Select Students 

 
Wednesday 24th 
Division Netball 
Select Students 

 
Step into Prep 

Storytime 
 
 

GREETINGS FROM MITO EIKO SCHOOL, JAPAN. 
As I write to you, I am sitting in the staffroom at Mito Eiko School in 
Japan and it’s Saturday morning. Yes, the children attend school on 
Saturday which has been a little bit of a shock to the system of our 
Australian children! The children have just had their first night at the 
homestay and have just relayed their experiences. Whilst some were 
extremely nervous last night, their nervousness has disappeared as 
they were treated like kings and queens by their host families. The 
Japanese hosts could not do any more to be welcoming and 
accommodating.  
Upon arrival, the Mito school turned out for a welcoming ceremony in 
a massive auditorium where the children sang their school song. 
After they welcomed us in English, we then introduced ourselves in 
Japanese.  We then met the host families and went off to classes. A 
few things stand out at this early stage.  
At the start of each lesson, all children stand and one says to the 
teacher in Japanese “Please teach us.” At the end of each lesson, all 
children stand and say “Thank you for teaching us.” Lots of bowing, 
lots of respect! 
The curriculum seems more year level based, less differentiated, 
less hands on activities and certainly less group work. All desks are 
in twos, all facing forward and in rows. 
The biggest surprise has been the lack of computer technology in 
classrooms or in the teaching, in fact as yet, I’ve only seen one 
interactive whiteboard, no ipads and aside from going to the 
computer lab for a robotics lesson, no computers in classrooms. 
I have discovered a way to cut costs…..the children clean the 
school! It’s regimented, everyone knows their role, everyone 
completes their role and the school is spotless. The children have 
their name on a type of face washer which they use to wash the 
floor, on hands and knees, then rinse out their cloth and peg it up for 
drying, ready for the next day. 
The children help to keep the school clean each day by taking their 
shoes off, and stepping into slippers. No one breaks that rule! 
I’ve mentioned to our Tecoma children that we may do away with our 
cleaners for a student led cleaning service, to a lukewarm response!  
Our children (18 in total from Tecoma PS, Upwey Sth PS, Belgrave 
Sth PS and Ferny Creek PS) are attending school until Wednesday 
before we then start travelling across Japan via the train system 
including the world famous bullet train. 
I’m sure the 18 children will come back with some lifelong memories!  



THANK YOU 
I would like to start by thanking everyone for a fantastic Term 2.  It has been a very productive 
and successful term for students and their teachers. Firstly thanks to our teachers; go away and 
have a 2 week recharge ready to get back into term 3 full of enthusiasm.  It has been a busy term 
not only with the usual classroom and teaching commitments but also report writing. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank our teachers for the work they have completed both                 
collaboratively and independently to prepare each report.  Thank you in particular to Mr Phil    
Darbyshire and Mrs Deb Langford who have not only written their own reports but also worked 
tirelessly to lead the process across our school. 
Well done to our children, the way they bounce into school and overall behaviour makes teaching 
so much more enjoyable. Finally, thank you to the many parents who have contributed to our 
school in so many ways.  We look forward to your continued engagement in your child’s           
education and your involvement in school life.   
Next term, there is another busy term, pushing ahead with learning.  We have our whole school 
production as well as 3 school camps so it promises to be a busy one. I hope that you are able to 
share some quality time together with your families during the next two weeks and return rested, 
refreshed and ready for a great Term 3!  
 
SYLVIA GRAHAM RETIRING 
Many of you by now will have heard that our grade 3 teacher Mrs Sylvia Graham is taking long 
service leave for the rest of 2019 before moving into retirement at the completion of all her leave. 
This means that her last day of teaching is tomorrow after a long career (I won’t put here how 
many years Sylvia!). 
We would like to acknowledge Sylvia’s contribution to education but specifically to the Tecoma 
community (children, staff and parents) since arriving here in 1997. 
Sylvia’s understanding of curriculum, especially in the area of literacy but also what makes     
children tick, will be missed greatly. The relationship that she builds with children, being able to 
be firm but fair but also be able to “dag around” in making learning fun has what has made Sylvia 
a much loved teacher.  
One of the traditions at Tecoma is the number of children who when they went off to high school 
would always come back in the first few days of the following year to see their grade 6 teacher, 
proudly showing their new uniform and relaying stories of their step up into high school. Sylvia for 
much of her career was the grade 6 teacher that the kids always came back and saw. Past     
students, well into the upper years of high school, want to come back and see Sylvia also.       
That to me means she made an impact.  
Sylvia will be greatly missed here at Tecoma. 
We thank Sylvia for all of her commitment to education and the children she taught and we wish 
her well as she starts a new exciting journey in her life. 
 
PARENT/ TEACHER/ STUDENT INTERVIEWS 
I am sure that each and every parent has a much clearer picture of their child’s strengths and   
areas in need of improvement, as a result of receiving student reports last week.  
Thank you to those of you that attended the Parent-Teacher meetings on Monday or Tuesday. 
Hopefully you took the time to clarify any questions arising from the reports and enjoyed sharing 
in the successes portrayed in the report. The children have worked so very hard this semester 
and have a great deal to feel proud about. 
The home/school partnership is strengthened by your attendance and is significant in the         
educational success experienced by your child.  The interviews are an important part of the     
reporting process, as not all information can be conveyed in a written report.   The process of   
discussing the achievements, the areas of future focus and the path to achieve future goals, is 
one that is best achieved through parents, teachers and students working together.  Remember 
that communication is a two-way street so please contact your child’s teacher if you have any 
queries or concerns.  
 
 
 
 
 



LAST DAY THIS FRIDAY: 
A reminder that the school holidays have crept up on us again and we finish at 2:30pm this      
Friday. We will have a final assembly on Friday afternoon at 2:15pm 
Parents are asked to make alternative arrangements for their children if they are unable to pick 
them up at this time. 
A final reminder that school recommences next term for the children on Monday 15th July.  
 
AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Just a reminder that after school care closes this Friday at 5:00 pm due to the school’s early    
finish for the term break. We ask that all children please be collected by 5:00 pm.  
 
END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS 
Please be aware of the timetable for Friday, June 28th. This is the last day of term two. 
9.00 – 11.00am  Students in class 
11.00 – 11.30am  Morning recess play 
11.30 – 1.00pm   Students in class 
1.00 – 1.10pm   Students eating lunch in classroom 
1.10 – 2.00pm            Lunch playtime 
2.00pm                 Students in class 
2.15pm   Assembly 
2.30pm             Students dismissed 
 
HEAD LICE 
The holidays are a great time to try and get on top of head lice. Please have a thorough look 
through your child’s hair and if some are found, please treat accordingly. Details for treatment 
can be found on http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/ 
 
MAJOR RAFFLE 
Our school has been given the wonderful opportunity to do some fundraising by participating in 
the “GREAT COMMUNITY RAFFLE”. This is the 10th Anniversary of this fundraiser coordinated 
by the Rotary Club of Emerald and District. 
 
The Ferntree Gully Motor Group are donating all the prizes at no cost to participating                
organisations. 
This year, a car will be given away! 
 
1st Prize: Nissan Qashqai ST-Auto $33,970 including metallic paint and on road costs  
2nd Prize: $1000 Westfield Voucher 
3rd Prize: $500 Westfield Voucher 
 
All proceeds from the sale of our allotted tickets go directly to the school. 
 
Tickets are $2 each. By now, you will have received, your 5 tickets, if you need or would like 
more than 5 tickets to sell, please contact the school and we can allocate you more. The more 
tickets we sell as a school, the more we raise and the greater the chance we have of one of our 
community members being a winner. 
 
If you don’t wish to participate in selling tickets, can you please return them to the school for    
others to sell. It is important that tickets sold or not sold are all accounted for. 
 
Tickets can be sold from now until July 31, 2019. The raffle will be drawn on 19th August, 2019. 
 
We thank you for your support as this is one of our major fundraisers for the year. 



PREPARING FOR TERM 3 
Sometimes after school holidays, play dates, outings with friends and relaxing routines a little, it 
can be challenging for some students to come back to school. Holidays are fun, but at ‘back to 
school time’, children may feel stressed, anxious, sad or upset that holidays are now over.  
Students of all ages occasionally have different experiences of going back to school and we 
should all tune in to work out how they are coping and what they are feeling. Building your child’s 
sense of resilience can be one way to help them tackle any back to school challenges.  
Alex Brooks, Executive Editor at Kidspot.com.au, offers his ‘best tips’ for an easy back to school 
morning routine.  
 Start getting kids off to bed early. You can't force them to sleep, but you can see they're 

snuggled in bed looking at books early enough to get a decent night's sleep. I’ve included 
a piece on sleeping below.  

 Get yourself up and ready first. All goes more smoothly those first days when you're     
available to guide your children each step of the way.  

 Give reminders. To avoid endless nagging, don't forget to reward the good behaviours and 
timely organisation when you see it.  

 State the obvious. "Your uniform is on, now put on your shoes." Later, give one word       
directives. Just say "shoes," or ask, "What are you supposed to do next?" so kids can get 
the hang of getting ready independently.  

 
All of these tips help our students to prepare for the day ahead, prepare for learning and          
importantly, have fun whilst learning!  
 
The importance of sleep:  
 
Why effective learning starts with a good night's sleep:  
Sleep is an active phase of the learning process, which is why as parents the single most        
important thing we can do to help our children be more effective learners is to ensure they get 
enough sleep.  
During sleep the brain is very busy replaying the day's activities extremely fast, picking out the 
key items it believes are most relevant for long-term storage in our memory banks, and tossing 
out the rest.  
The amount of sleep children require varies with age and they require more sleep than adults. In 
primary school the recommendation is between 10 and 11 hours per night. High school students 
need around 9 hours to function at their best. The challenge is how to fit everything into the 
school day along with homework and extra curricular studies such as sport, music and drama, 
have enough down time to chill and relax and get enough sleep.  
Talking with your child can help them understand why sleep is so important, not just to help with 
their studies but also to manage their emotions more easily. Anxiety or worry about academic 
performance, friendship issues and generally keeping up with everything can interfere with sleep, 
as can receiving text messages or snap chats during the night.  
Our children spend many hours engaged with technology to help them study and for social       
connection. All these gadgets emit a blue light that fools the brain into thinking it is still daytime. 
As the brain needs 2-3 hours to wind down and prepare for sleep, switching off the laptop or    
tablet late at night and then hopping into bed means it will be much harder for your child to then 
fall asleep.  
 
Helpful tips to assist your young person to get enough sleep  
 
1. Keep to a regular sleep schedule for both going to bed and getting up. It can be tempting to 
sleep in over the weekend, but while getting an additional hour or so can be helpful to pay off 
some sleep debt, spending longer than that is counterproductive as it further disrupts the normal 
sleep pattern.  
2. If they are tired, suggest kids start going to bed 10 - 20 minutes earlier each night. It may not 
seem like much but can quickly start to make a difference to daytime alertness and wellbeing in 
just a few weeks.  
 



3. Encourage daily physical activity. Some kids are naturally sporty but if your child dislikes      
exercise, suggest they go for a daily walk for 20-30 minutes or engage in an activity such as 
dancing. Movement primes the brain for better learning, reduces stress hormones, enhances 
mood and wellbeing and helps us all sleep better.  
4. Many young people use their mobile phones as an alarm clock. If so, they can switch it to silent 
so messages from friends won't wake them during the night. Or buy them a clock so they don't 
need their phone at all.  
5. An established bedtime routine that makes the brain associate behaviour such as cleaning 
your teeth and reading in bed with sleep.  
6. Keeping bedrooms for sleep and not for TV.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sleep is essential to better brain health and performance, which is why getting enough sleep is 
so important.  

 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE 

 Handed out the last few of our student of the week awards 

 Heard lots of weekend achievements, from Irish Dancers, Dance Empire Dancers and    
performing artists. 

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

On behalf of all the staff we would like to wish all students and families a wonderful holiday. It has 
been a great Term Two at Tecoma Primary School and we look forward to this continuing in 
Term Three.  

We welcome the community using our facilities during the holiday break as it is great seeing     
children and families being active and playing outdoors, however, if you see anyone acting      
suspiciously or inappropriately around the school grounds please contact the Belgrave Police 
Station 9754 6677 or contact 000. 

We look forward to seeing you all back at school on Monday, 15
th
 July. 

 

Have a great break! 
Rohan Thompson 

Principal 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SSV Girls AFL Gala Event 
 

Congratulations to our 21 girls in grade 5 and 6 who took part in the SSV Girls AFL Gala Event on Friday 
21st June. 
It was a very busy day with 26 schools from both the Dandenong Ranges and Knox Districts participating 
in this massive event. Tecoma had a successful day with our girls’ team playing 6 matches throughout 
the day and we won all 6 of these against some great competition. Our students did an amazing job    
representing Tecoma and played some really good football. 
There was constant cheering flowing from both the students and parents from Tecoma.  

Congratulations on a great day!  
The girls will now progress through to the next round of competition next term. 
A special thank-you to Andie McGuinness for coaching the girls’ team. Many of you will know Andie and 
how she does an amazing job motivating the girls to achieve their best. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU TO THE PFA FOR OUR NEW SPORTS TOPS!!  



  

Congratulations Regional Cross 
Country 

 

Congratulations to Indi H, Tia M, Billy T, Sonny SL, Jed F, Evie O, Eve P, 
Sadie S, Audrey W and Cleo JB  who all participated in the School Sports    
Victoria (SSV) Regional Cross Country Carnival Tuesday 18th June at Yarra 
Valley Race Course. All students participated to a very high standard and 
we had some amazing times achieved. Well done team on a great effort. 
Indi H has now qualified to represent our school at the School Sports    
Victoria State Cross Country Championships in the 11 girl’s age group, 
which will take place next term. Tia also had a fantastic run and is the first 
emergency. Both girls ran a sub 12 minute 3 km which is a blistering pace. 
Good Luck at State Indi! 
 

 
 
 
 

Winter Interschool Sports 
(Written by Lucy S - 6M) 

On the 17th of June the grade 5/6’s went to Winter Interschool Sports. 
The grade 5/6’s were divided into teams of sports they picked. There 
was football, t-ball, volley stars, soccer and net ball. Each team had the 
chance to train at snack time. On the 17th, each sport went to their    
locations. The games were set up as a round robin. Other schools also 
were involved such as Upwey, Belgrave South, Upper Ferntree Gully.     
In the end our volley stars team, netball team, and soccer team have 
made it to Divisional’s. The grade 5/6’s had a lot of fun doing the sports 

they love. I personally love soccer and was on the soccer team. I love it because I get to spend time with 
my friends and cheer each other on. It's a great way to get to try sports that maybe you haven't tried 
before or haven't heard of before. I know the grade 5/6’s are very enthusiastic when it comes to training 
and playing with friends. You can hear the music and see little kids dancing when footy is training. Our 
school loves sport and loves having time to show off their skills. Inter school sports is a great time and 
the grade 5/6’s really love it and can't wait for the Summer Interschool Sports.  



OFFICE NEWS  

 

NOTICES THIS WEEK: * Grade 5/6 Camp Info Packs 
     * Chess Club for Term 3 
     * Keep an eye out for Term 3 Levies!!  
 

 THERE WILL BE NO LUNCH ORDERS ON TUESDAYS FROM TERM 3  
but you can order sushi instead! 

 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence.  
   This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
   A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be  
   sent to them within the required time frames. 
 
 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS 
Will only be taken up  
until 4pm. 
 
 

Thanks so much! 

Karin, Heather & Anthea
    
    

The Office Gals 

 

 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

www.victorianirishdance.com 

 

‘SCHOOL FUNDRAISING!! 

 

How you can help our school….. 

 

 Entertainment Book full of great            

discounts for  you/your family to use.  

Great Birthday Gift!! 

 

 Great Community Raffle 2019  

 

 



Keep the family ‘Entertained’ these school holidays. 

Buy a new Membership from 

Tecoma Primary School today and get 

a BONUS eGift Card! 
  

Right now, when you buy an Entertainment Membership you will 
also receive a bonus $10 JB HI-FI eGift Card. 

  
Help us raise funds for Security Camera’s for our School by buying an Entertainment Membership. 

Packed with hundreds of up to 50% off and 2-for-1 offers across activities, dining, shopping and travel, the 
whole family will love the value of an Entertainment Membership. 

 

 



 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am 

Thursday Morning  9.00am to 9.30am 

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments  

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Guitar       

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  

Piano       Violin 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709  Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

LUNCH ORDERS  

AND SUSHI……. 
 

Please note that as of Term 3, lunch orders and     

sushi can be ordered on the following days: 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari 

Tuesday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari 

Wednesday - Lunch Orders 

Thursday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari 

Friday - Lunch Orders 
 



 

TECOMA PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Chess Club,  

Term 3 2019. 

 
We will commence our Term 3 program beginning in Week 1, Tuesday July 16th at 1pm. 

The cost for Term 3, 2019 is $84.00 for 7 weeks of Chess Club sessions. 

 
————————————————————————————————————-- 

 
 

Tecoma Primary Chess Club. 
Payment Information Form.  Term 3, 2019. 

Payment: 
 
 
The cost is $84.00 for 7 weeks of lessons in Term 3, 2019 Chess Club. 

 
 
Payments can be made at the school office at any time during school hours please. 

Payment is due by: Tuesday, July 16th 2019. 
 

Parent signature……………………………………………………… 
 
Date:…………………….. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Paulina van Elmpt 
Chess Club Coordinator 
 

Please complete the form below, and return with your payment to the office by  

Tuesday, July 16th.  

 

Name of student: 
 

Class: 

Name of student: 
  

Class: 



Come and see the     
wonderful art          
creations our grade 
3/4 students have 
made. 

These are always on     
display in our                 
admin building      
hallway. 

Our wonderful art    
teacher, Mrs Mac,    
rotates these           
regularly. 

 

They’re too good to 
miss out on! 










