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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

JUNE  
Monday 17th 

Interschool Winter 
Sports 

Grade 5/6’s 
 

Tuesday 18th 
Presentation Evening 

Grade 6’s 
 

Region Cross Country 
Select Students 

 
Thursday 20th 
Japanese Trip! 
Select Students 

 
Friday 21st 

Semester 1 Reports to 
go home. 

 
Monday 24th 

Parent/Teacher 
Interviews 

 
Tuesday 25th 
Parent/Teacher 

Interviews 
 

Thursday 27th 
Parliament Excursion 

Grade 6 
 

Friday 28th 
Last Day of School 
2:30PM Dismissal 

PREP 2020 
On Thursday and Friday of last week, we sent out letter of offers of 
enrolment to 70 children whose parents have enrolled them in Prep 
2020. 
Unfortunately, due to our capacity of 450 children, we were unable to 
offer places to all who wished to enrol in 2020.  
As we have highlighted through our school tours and newsletters, 
this year the Department of Education has introduced zoning for all 
Victorian Schools through the “find my school” website 
(www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au) 
Along with this announcement on April 24, guidelines have been 
introduced for the placement of students in schools.  
 

The guidelines to accompany the introduction of this website are:  

 That all students, for whom the school is the designated 

neighbourhood school, are guaranteed a place. 

 We then must offer students who are siblings a place. 

 We then must offer students who reside nearest the school 

but out of zone a place (not the order in which they 

submitted the enrolment). 
 

Applicants that live outside our school zone can only be accepted if 
the school has capacity. This is our issue; our building configuration 
can only take 450 children. In the past fortnight, we have rung all 
new families who have lodged an enrolment form with us to 
determine if they would accept an offer of place. This gave us our 
baseline number, knowing we could only offer 70 places. 
Unfortunately, due to the third guideline, we were unable to offer all 
who submitted an enrolment form a place at Tecoma PS in Prep for 
2020 at this stage. Should we have a place become available, we 
will contact the next nearest family out of zone to fill that place.  
 
School Council have discussed our capacity at length and whether 
to apply for more buildings. One factor that puts our school further 
down the rankings in receiving more buildings is the number of 
children who currently come from outside our small zone. Currently 
we have 51 in zone/siblings and 19 coming from out of zone. Our 
new Preps in 2020 will further decrease our in zone enrolments. This 
is a factor that works against us in getting greater building capacity. 
 



2020 KINDER-PREP TRANSITION DATES 

Our Prep transition program for 2020 students will commence early next term with the following 
dates: 
 

“Step into Prep” Activity Sessions 9.10am - 10.00am 

 Wednesday July 24
th

        Story time/Parent tour 

 Wednesday August 7
th

      Phys Ed 

 Wednesday August 21
st

         Music 

 Wednesday September 4
th

          Art 

 Wednesday September 18
th

        Japanese 

 Wednesday October 16
th

        Science 

 Wednesday October 30
th

         Buddy session 

 Wednesday November 13
th

      Yard familiarisation 
 

Please note - only 4-year-old kinder children to attend these sessions.  
 
This program will follow a similar format to previous years, where kinder aged children will be   
provided with many and varied experiences within our school setting, in preparation for their Prep 
year starting. 
 
JAPAN TRIP 
This time next week (Thursday), Masae Sensei and myself will be in the air on the way to Tokyo, 
escorting 18 children from Upwey District Schools (6 from Tecoma) for a tour of Japan. For 6 
days, our children will be immersed into the Japanese culture via a homestay and attend the   
Primary School in Mito, seeing how different it is to attend a school in Japan. 
We will then spend the next 7 days visiting Kyoto, Hiroshima and Tokyo taking in many of the 
landmarks, using our Japanese rail pass to get around, including getting on the world famous   
bullet train. We will then return, no doubt exhausted but much wiser for the experience, on the 
first Wednesday of the holidays. I know the children are really looking forward to it, preparing to 
bring back some wonderful experiences and some life long friendships. 
I would like to thank Mrs. Double who will take the reins of the school in my absence. I would also 
like to thank our staff, who in trying to get everything complete, before my absence, have got   
reports, assessments etc., etc., all finished so we could read and sign all reports ready to go 
home on June 21. 
 
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
As you would know, Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held for all parents on Monday June 24 
and Tuesday June 25. The online booking link is on our website and we also have a link on 
our Flexibuzz app.  
The code is euegy. This became “live” on Tuesday at 10.00 am.  
We trust you were able to secure an interview time. If you haven’t made an appointment or need 
assistance with the booking system, please contact the office. Once a time slot is filled, the time 
slot is automatically withdrawn to prevent double bookings. 
I strongly recommend that all parents avail themselves of this opportunity to further enhance your 
child’s progress at school. The positive partnership parents set up and foster with school has 
many benefits for the continued learning and engagement of their child/ren. This parent-teacher 
interview process not only ensures our communicative and collaborative processes continue to 
operate effectively, but also provides your child with the best opportunity to succeed.    
 
MID-YEAR REPORTING/PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
Our teaching staff have been very busy over the past month writing mid-year reports for each  
student. It’s an extremely busy time for teachers, the task taking around 40-50 hours, all of which 
is undertaken outside of the school day and on weekends. However, we know that this is an    
important opportunity for parents to be updated on their child’s progress so it’s undertaken with a 
high degree of diligence. Each report once drafted, goes through two rounds of proofreading to 
ensure we maintain our high standards. We are focused on reporting in a clear and concise style 
without too much teacher jargon.  The reports will be ready for distribution on Friday, 21st June.  
 



Features of our reports for those new to our school are: 

 We report on your child’s citizenship and we are doing this through the lens of our school 
values. (Integrity, Respect, Innovation, Creativity, Learning, Personal Best and Community). 

 A general comment space is included.  

 The children have set goals with their teacher and their progress against this will be       
commented on. 

 Achievements and areas for improvement are in the one comment. 

 We have a number of learning indicators for specialist reports (Japanese, Art, Music and 
Physical Education).  

 There are no A-E scores. We focus on a growth mindset when reporting, that is how far 
your child has grown in 12 months. We do this via the hollow dot to indicate where your 
child was in that learning area 12 months ago.  

 We have this year added effort and behaviour for specialist areas. 
 

When you get the report, please remember that we have begun the process of writing reports in 
May.  This is especially pertinent for parents of Prep children. A Prep child has been with us for 4 
months, so unless we are totally satisfied they have made 6 months growth in their learning    
progression, we won’t move them up the graph. It doesn’t mean your child hasn’t made growth, 
it’s just they might not have shown 6 months growth in the 4 months they have been with us. This 
is but one example as to why you should take advantage of the parent teacher interviews on    
offer.  

For most students, their progress in Reading provides a reasonable indicator of how they are   
progressing in most aspects of the curriculum which is why we have so much of a focus on      
developing sight vocabulary and regularly reading habits. For Prep students in Victoria the    
reading benchmark is level 5, whilst for Year 1 students it is level 15. All students develop at    
different rates so this is merely an indicator of how they are progressing and it is far better for us 
to develop students’ ability to expand their comprehension, expression and fluency, rather than 
merely just reading a certain level of book.  

AEROBICS 
Congratulations to our grade 3/4 aerobics team! On Sunday, 2 weeks ago, they headed down to 
compete in the State Championships in Geelong and walked away as State Champs! It does 
have a nice ring to it but it is also a reward for trying their personal best, putting in hard work and 
working as a team. Congratulations to our children, our parents who have supported and         
attended and a big thank you to Mrs Connell and Mrs Langford who have guided our team to this 
success. 
 
MAJOR RAFFLE 
Our school has been given the wonderful opportunity to do some fundraising by participating in 
the “GREAT COMMUNITY RAFFLE”. This is the 10

th
 Anniversary of this fundraiser that many 

organisations participate in.  
The Ferntree Gully Motor Group are donating all the prizes at no cost to participating                
organisations. 
 
This year, 1 car will be given away. 
1

st
 Prize: Nissan Qashqai ST-Auto $33,970 including metallic paint and on road costs  

2
nd

 Prize: $1000 Westfield Voucher 
3

rd
 Prize: $500 Westfield Voucher 

 
All proceeds from the sale of our allotted tickets go directly to the school. 
Tickets are $2 each. We have allocated your family 5 tickets to sell and they will be sent home 
next week. If you need or would like more than 5 tickets to sell, please contact the school 
and we can allocate you more. The more tickets we sell as a school, the more we raise and the 
greater the chance we have of one of our community members being a winner. 



If you don’t wish to participate in selling tickets, can you please return them to the school for    
others to sell. It is important that tickets sold or not sold are all accounted for. 
 
Tickets can be sold from now until July 31, 2019. The raffle will be drawn on 19

th
 August, 2019. 

 
We thank you for your support as this is one of our major fundraisers for the year. 
 
READING YOUR CHILD’S REPORT 
Reports can mean anxious times for children. Will my parents be disappointed or proud? This is 
the main concern of most children. 
Could try harder . . . always does her best . . . lacks concentration . . . easily distracted . . . a 
pleasure to teach . . .or like mine “shows potential and ability but…..” 
 
Do these comments, taken from a batch of student reports sound familiar? Student reports bring 
mixed feelings for parents. Pleasure and pride if they are performing well but considerable angst 
when children are not progressing as you hoped. 
 
Reports can mean anxious times for children too. Will my parents be disappointed or proud? This 
is the main concern of most children. Kids of all ages take their cues from their parents, so your 
reaction to their school report can affect the way they see themselves as learners and as people. 
 
Before you read the report, do a little self-check to see if you are in the right frame of mind: 
 
1. Are your expectations for your son or daughter realistic and in line with their ability? 
Expectations are tricky. If they are too high, then kids can be turned off learning. Too low and 
there is nothing to strive for. Pitch your expectations in line with your child’s abilities. A quick 
check of your child’s last report may provide you with a good yardstick. 
 
2. Do you believe that children learn at different rates? 
There are slow bloomers, late developers and steady-as-you-go kids in every classroom, so 
avoid comparing your child to siblings, your friends’ children and even yourself when you were a 
child. Instead look for individual progress. 
 
3. Are you willing to safeguard your child’s self-esteem rather than deflate it? 
Self-confidence is a pre-requisite for learning, so be prepared to be as positive and encouraging 
as possible. Regardless of the format, school reports should provide you with an idea of your 
child’s progress in all subject areas, their attitude and social development. 
 
Here are some ideas to consider when you open your child’s report: 

 Focus on strengths. Do you look for strengths or weaknesses first? The challenge is to    
focus on strengths even if they are not in the traditional 3Rs or core subjects. 

 Take into account your child’s effort and attitude to learning. If the report indicates that effort 
is below standard, then you have something to work on. If your child is putting in the        
required effort, then you cannot ask any more than that, regardless of the grading. Personal 
best is one of our school values for a reason. 

 Broaden your focus away from academic performance to form a picture of your child’s    
progress as a member of a social setting. How your child gets along with his or her peers 
will influence their happiness and well-being, as well as give an indicator to their future. The 
skills of independence and co-operation are highly valued by employers so don’t dismiss 
these as unimportant. 

 Take note of student self- assessment. Kids are generally very honest and will give a        
realistic assessment of their progress. They are generally very perceptive so take note of 
their opinions.  

 Discuss the report with your son or daughter talking about strengths first before looking at 
areas that need improvement. Ask for their opinion about how they performed and discuss 
their concerns. 



After reports are read and discussed, celebrate your child’s efforts with a special activity or treat. 
In this way, you will recognise progress and remind them that the holidays are just around the 
corner when they can forget about assessment, tests and reports for a while. 
As mentioned above, interviews are being held on Monday June 24 and Tuesday June 25. If you 
cannot attend on this day, please make an alternative time to discuss your child’s progress.  
We strongly recommend you meet your child’s teacher to celebrate, discuss or clarify any 
issues that may have arisen out of the reports.  
 
Here are tips for getting the most out of parent-teacher interviews: 
 
Before the interview: 

 revisit the student report and determine what information you need before the interview to    
support your child; 

 ask your child if there are any areas they would like followed up (for example, where they 
feel they need extra help or have concerns) and share this information with your child's 
teacher during the interview;  

 write a list of specific questions you wish to ask your child's teacher and take notes during 
the interview so you can share the comments with your child. 

During the interview: 

 if you want to know about a specific area of your child's progress (for example, how they are 
progressing in English) let your child's teacher know this at the start so you can focus the 
interview on this topic;  

 find out more about how your child is participating in classroom activities and whether, for 
example, there are any general issues with behaviour or discipline that need discussing;  

 ask your child's teacher to clarify the extra support or extension activities mentioned in the 
report.   

After the interview: 

 talk with your child about what you have discussed and how you can work together to       
improve their learning; 

 you can also request follow-up interviews at other times. If you are concerned about your 
child's progress, discuss these concerns with their teacher;  

 
GROWTH MINDSET AND DINNER TABLE CONVERSATIONS  
by Anita Guyett BPsych (Deakin)  
I have included this article in this newsletter after some positive feedback that came forward 
when I included this last year at reporting time. 
Please read this in viewing your child’s report. Anita Guyett has provided some very practical 
strategies that you can use with your children immediately. 
 
How often do you sit down to family dinner at home with your children, and ask “How was your 
day today?” or “What did you learn today/ what did you do today?”. The answers that you get 
back are likely “good” or “nothing”. At the end of a long day at school, children generally are not 
willing to give you a ‘minute by minute’ account of their day and what they have learnt. They are 
tired and often don’t want to share what happened at school. However, as a parent you are inter-
ested in their school life. It is a large section of the day that we simply miss out in being a part of. 
The way in which we approach the “what did you do today” conversation can have marked bene-
fits in not only the information that is shared, but also the mindset in which we instill into our chil-
dren. By approaching conversation in a growth mindset manner, we foster good conversation, 
learn more about  our children and in turn our children have more opportunities for self-reflection 
and self-awareness. Both of which are great skills to take forward in their schooling years.  
I came across a fantastic resource for the dinner table conversation, called the ‘Family Dinner 
Conversation Jar’ (Sacramento Parenting Magazine, 2012). You print off the conversation     
starters and place them in an old jar/box or whichever item works for you. Then each night, each 
person takes a conversation starter out of the jar. Give it a try, you may be surprised at the   
laughter, conversation and things that you learn about each other over family dinner.  You can 
also create your own questions and pop them in the jar.  



Sharing with family, is what dinner is all about. Importantly, it can help frame the day in a growth 
mindset manner, even for yourself!  
Suggestions of other questions:  
 What is something that you can’t do YET but would like to work towards?  
 Have you ever stuck up for someone being picked on/bullied? What did you do?  
 If you could spend a day helping someone in need, who would you choose and why?   
 What is something you did to help someone today?  
 What makes someone a good friend?  
 How are you a good friend?  
 What are some good ways to overcome feeling sad? (This builds resilience and self-coping 

skills) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PUNCTUALITY STAR 
Congratulations Zaha Penwell of Prep C for being last weeks Punctuality Star. Zaha was here at 
9.00am when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Zaha. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY 
Our assembly will be held this Friday afternoon at 3pm due to an incursion on Monday June 3, a 
public holiday on Monday June 10 and winter sports for all grade 5/6 children on Monday June 
17th. The Students of the Week, not handed out on these days, will be handed out tomorrow. 
 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal  



 

Congratulations To All Of Our 23  

Divisional Cross Country Runners 

Congratulations to our Divisional Cross Country Team who ran at Yarra Valley Race Course on Tuesday 
4th June. Yet again we were lucky enough to have good weather and the course was not too muddy. All 
our team members Leo G, Finley J, Judd C, Ollie O, Ari J, Cleo JB, Audrey T, Matilda H, Jedd F, Sonny SL,         
Indianah H, Eve P, Evie O, Sadie S, Ashley O, Tahlia E, Lexie B, Billy T, Tia M, Sophia TT, Emily H, Bella L 
and Stella G all ran amazing races. It was a great effort competing against some very tough competition 
over both 2km and 3km courses. 

We are all very proud of their wonderful efforts. The 

top 12 place getters in each age group now progress 

and compete at the Eastern Metro Regional run this 

coming Tuesday 18th June at Yarra Valley Race Course. 

Congratulations to Indianah H 1st, Tia M 3rd, Cleo JB 

5th, Audrey T 11th, Jed F 6th, Sonny SL 9th, Eve P 5th, Evie 

O 11th, Sadie S 12th and Billy T 8thwho will be racing next 

Tuesday. 

 

 



OFFICE NEWS  

 

PLEASE NOTE We have had a reported case of “Slapped Cheek:” 
 
Identification of ‘erythema infectiosum’  (Slapped Cheek) 
Clinical features 
Asymptomatic infection with human parvovirus B19 is common (20–25 per cent). In children, it 
causes a mild illness with little or no fever but a striking ‘slapped cheek” rash on the face – 
hence the alternative name of ‘slapped cheek disease’. There is often a lacy red rash on the 
trunk and limbs that fades within a week, but may recur over several weeks on exposure to 
heat or sunlight. Headache, itch or common cold–type symptoms may precede the rash. In 
adults, the rash is often absent or atypical. Adults may have cold-like symptoms; sometimes, 
painful or swollen joints (arthralgias) lasting days to months or even years may occur,      re-
sembling rheumatoid arthritis. 
Parvovirus affects the development of red blood cells. As a result, several groups of people are 
at increased risk of developing complications: 

 Infection in the first half of pregnancy can cause fetal anaemia with hydrops fetalis 
(abnormal fluid accumulation in the fetus). Fetal death occurs in less than 10 per cent of 
these cases. 

 People with haemolytic anaemia may develop transient aplastic crises (abnormal de-
crease in reticulocytes), often in the absence of a rash. 

 Immunosuppressed people may develop severe chronic anaemia from red cell aplasia. 
    
ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence.  
   This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
   A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be  
   sent to them within the required time frames. 
 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 
 
 

Thanks so much! 

Karin, Heather & Anthea       The Office Gals 

 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

www.victorianirishdance.com 





 

Monday 
Art Club All year levels 

Senior Code Club Year 4-6 

Tuesday 

Aerobics Select Students 

Fitness Training All year levels 

Lego Club All Year levels 

Chess Club 

Payment required 
Due to an outside organisation providing the  

sessions 
(Years 1-6) 

Wednesday 
Aerobics Select Students 

Bey Blade Club All Year levels 

Thursday 
Fitness Training All Year levels 

Junior Code Club Years 1-3 

Friday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Mindfulness/Yoga All Year levels 

Library/games All Year levels 

School Band Senior School—payment required 

LUNCH TIME EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am 

Thursday Morning  9.00am to 9.30am 

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments  

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Guitar       

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  

Piano       Violin 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709  Lore Burns 0431 224 262 



LUNCH ORDERS  

AND SUSHI……. 
Please note that as of Term 3, lunch       

orders and sushi can be ordered on the 

following days: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari 

Tuesday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari 

Wednesday - Lunch Orders 

Thursday - Sushi/Gyozo/Inari 

Friday - Lunch Orders 

 

 

SCHOOL FUNDRAISING!! 
 

How you can help our school….. 
 

 
 Entertainment Book full of great 

discounts for  you/your family to 

use.  Great Birthday Gift!! 

 

 Woolworths Earn & Learn 

If you shop at Woolworths, please   

collect the stickers and send to school 

with your child—this is a great way 

for us to get new sporting equipment 

 

 Great Community Raffle 2019 

Coming up! 

Keep an eye out for raffle tickets coming 

home soon. 

 

 

Come and see the     
wonderful art          
creations our grade 
3/4 students have 
made. 

These are always on     
display in our                 
admin building      
hallway. 

Our wonderful art    
teacher, Mrs Mac,    
rotates these           
regularly. 

 

They’re too good to 
miss out on! 












