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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

MAY 
 

Friday 17th 
Parliament Excursion 

Grade 5 
 

Wednesday 22nd 
NEVR Youth Choir 

rehearsal 
Milgate PS 

 
Friday 24th 

District Cross Country 
Crystalbrooke Park 

Select Students  
 

Tuesday 28th 
NEVR Youth Choir 

Hamer Hall 
 

Wednesday 29th 
Winter Interschool 

Sports 
Gr 5 & 6 

 
Thursday 30th 

Grandparents Day 
 

Friday 31st 
Chesterfield Farm Exc. 

Preps. 
 

Friday May 31st 
Zoo Excursion 
Grade 3 & 4 

NAPLAN 
Congratulations to our Yr. 3 and Yr. 5 cohort of students that have 
participated in Language conventions, Writing and Reading as well 
as the Numeracy component completed today.  
 
Individual student performance is shown on a national achievement 
scale for each test. A NAPLAN report will be issued by the school 
later in the year. It is important to note that NAPLAN is a snapshot of 
where students are performing at the time of the test and is just one 
aspect of the schools assessment and reporting. NAPLAN test 
results are used by the school to discuss student progress, 
additional support, and strengths and weaknesses in the teaching 
program.  
 
ELECTION DAY BBQ and CAKE STALL 
Thank you to everyone who has put their hand up to assist with the 
BBQ this Saturday and who has done some baking for our cake 
stall. 
It’s great that we have a presence here on the day doing some 
fundraising for the school. Just this week, we have bought some 
portable staging which we can use for events such as the Junior 
School Concert on Grandparents Day, choir performances, Prep 
graduation and other public forums. Paying for these doesn’t just 
happen, it’s through the hard work of our Parent Network and our 
staff that funds can be raised. Thank you everyone for your support!  
 
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 

In the last week of term, you were sent home 
information regarding the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge.   
The Challenge encourages students to develop a 
lifelong love of reading as well as developing 
important literacy skills. Students in Prep to Year 
2 are challenged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books 
and students in Years 3 to 6 are challenged to 
read 15 books. If children are just learning to read, 

you can help them to ‘experience’ books by reading to, or with, them 
and talking about the story, text and pictures. For more information 
about the Challenge, visit the website at   
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/ 



GRANDPARENTS DAY 
A date to mark in your diary is our 2019 Grandparents Day on Thursday May 30. 
We will run the concert for Prep Grandparents only at 10.45am in the hall. This will be followed by 
a morning tea for all Grandparents at 11.00am. 
At 11.30am, we will run the junior school concert for grade 1/2 grandparents. 
Outside of the concerts, grandparents are invited to spend time with their grandchildren between 
10.45am and 1.00pm. 
Unlike other years, the school will not run a BBQ lunch. We encourage grandparents if they wish 
to stay for lunch with their grandchild to bring along a hamper and if it’s a nice day, a picnic rug 
and use our lovely grounds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTH- ERS 
DAY STALL 
A big  thank you to Danielle O’Brien, Wendy Perrow, Jen Kay, Kate Murray, Helen Cumming, 
Melissa Turner, Kara Lohmann and Tanya Heaton for all the work that went into the Mother’s Day 
stall last Thursday. Without you, our children wouldn’t have felt the joy of being able to buy for 
their mums. 
We hope all of our mums out there had a lovely day on Sunday and you were shown the          
appreciation that you deserve! 
 
BUILDING CONFIDENCE 
Congratulations to all of our students who did their very best throughout the NAPLAN testing. 
Some parents may have been concerned regarding the level of anxiety that some children were 
feeling before the testing. I can assure you that our students were well prepared in knowing what 
sort of things to expect on the test to the best of our knowledge and encouraged to try their best. 
NAPLAN is Australia wide testing that is done every year and all schools are expected to         
participate. 
It is natural for children to feel a little nervous about doing something new but each new           
experience, if handled appropriately, can build confidence and emotional resilience. As children 
progress through their schooling they will invariably be asked to sit numerous tests, it is a part of 
schooling life. To prepare, do your best and then move on to the next challenge is character 
building. So whilst I can appreciate that these tests do cause a degree of anxiety in some       
children, we will be moving on to exciting learning opportunities and any worries about the testing 
can be put aside. In terms of the results, we tend to use school wide results and track the growth 
of cohorts of students, rather than focus on a one off, individual result. 
Building confidence in our children is an ongoing effort that all parents can embrace at any time 
of the day in a range of interactions and activities. We also need to be aware that we can         
unintentionally affect our children’s self confidence by our own language and behaviour. 
Instilling confidence takes more than heaping praise on children. Here are 10 practical             
confidence-building strategies for parents of children and young people. 
Children with healthy self-esteem and self-confidence learn more, achieve more and are         
generally happier than those with low confidence levels. Building children’s and young people’s 
confidence is complex. It’s more than being a praise robot and heaping positive comments on a 
child at the first sign of them doing something well. Confidence building requires a number of   
approaches that impact on how they think, how they feel and what they can do.  
 

Time Event Where For who? 

10.45am Prep concert Hall Prep Grandparents 

11-11.30am Morning tea Grade 1/2 building or 

lower basketball court if 

it’s a nice day 

All Grandparents 

11.30am-12pm Grade 1/2 concert Hall Grade 1/2 Grandparents 

12-1pm Classroom visits Each child’s classroom All Grandparents 



Here are ten practical strategies that you can use to build real self-confidence in kids of all ages: 
 
1. Model confident thinking 
Children soak up the language, thinking and behaviour of those closest to them in their             
environment. Parents and teachers, play a part in modelling confident thinking and behaviour 
particularly when it comes to tackling new activities. In particular, let kids hear positive self-talk 
when you tackle something new. They should hear something like, “I’ll have a go at this. If I don’t 
do so well then I can try again tomorrow.” This is far more effective than “I’m no good at this. I’ll 
probably muck it up.” 
 
2. Focus on effort & improvement 
Current thinking shows that people who believe that they can increase their intelligence through 
effort and challenge actually get smarter and do better in school, work, and life over time. One 
way to develop a growth mindset is to focus your language on effort and improvement rather 
than on the results of what they do. By linking success with effort you are teaching them success 
comes from something other than purely their ability, talents or smarts. 
 
3. Praise strategy 
While effort is key for achievement, it's not the only thing. Children need to try new strategies and 
seek input from others when they're stuck. They need this repertoire of approaches – not just 
sheer effort – to learn and improve. It helps too to focus language on better and smarter ways on 
improving. Comments such as “That was a smart idea to tackle the hardest task while you were 
fresh!” (strategy) and “You recognised the first few steps were the most important but then after 
that you were right” are descriptive statements that have significant instructional value for       
children.  
 
4. Develop self-help skills from an early age 
A child’s self-esteem comes as a result of his or her successes and accomplishments. The most 
important competencies to build confidence are basic self-help skills. These form the building 
blocks upon which other competencies such as organisational skills and many social skills are 
formed. 
 
5. Give them real responsibility 
From a young age start giving children responsibility for some aspects of their lives. By doing this 
we are sending a powerful message that we think they are capable. Also they are learning the 
skills necessary to care for themselves.  
 
6. Practise unconditional acceptance 
Your ability to accept children and young people’s best efforts in any area of endeavour,          
irrespective of the results, will go a long way toward to determining their self-esteem and          
confidence. If a child makes their bed to the very best of their ability, resist fixing it, even though it 
may fall short of your adult standards. Instead remind them next time of how to do it well.  
 
7. Expand their horizons 
Some kids are confident and capable at home but are fearful and nervous when it comes to new 
social situations and unfamiliar environments. Children today, have less opportunity than those in 
the past to negotiate and explore unpredictable situations. Wherever possible look for              
opportunities to expand children’s horizons to include unfamiliar places and unfamiliar locations 
including catching public transport and walking to friends’ places unattended when capable.  
 
8. Recognise improvement 
Focus your comments on children’s effort and improvement rather than on winning the game or 
getting top marks.  Help kids set realistic goals in line with their capabilities and interests.     
Learning five new spelling words a week maybe more realistic than 20 words that their school 
may require. 
  
 



9. Put the training wheels on to support learning 
Putting training wheels on a bike is a great way to teach a young child to ride. They keep them 
upright and mobile while get they are getting the knack of balancing. We can use the same      
principle to support kids learning while they develop independence in many areas of life. For    
instance, we can accompany anxious children to birthday parties and stay for a short time so they 
become comfortable before leaving. 
 
10. Build teaching and training into your day 
Teaching and training needs to be part of the everyday repertoire of a parent. This means we 
need to add a little extra time to many of our interactions so we can help children acquire many of 
the basic skills of living, whether it is a young child learning to do up his or her shoelaces or a 
teenager learning how to fill out his or her tax form for a part-time job. When adults are busy it is 
often easier to do things ourselves. 
 
11. Ask children for help 
Doing things together is a great way to build competency and build the confidence that mastery 
brings. A simple way to initiate joint activity is to ask your child or young person to give you hand 
with something. Better still, get them to teach you or show you how to do something you are    
unfamiliar with. Being a teacher rather than the learner is a great confidence-builder particularly 
for those children who struggle with activities that others find easy. 
Most importantly, great parents and teachers have a knack of communicating confidence in kids. 
They find ways to let children know that they believe in them – that they know their kids will     
perform and succeed, that they have faith that they can deal with life’s challenges and know that 
they can become more independent. 
 
PUNCTUALITY STAR 
Congratulations Amity M in Grade 2R for being this weeks Punctuality Star! Amity was here at    
9.00am when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Amity! 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 

 Handed out some wonderful Student of the Week Certificates 

 Handed out the first of the school generated Premiers Reading Challenge Certificates.     
The certificates from the Premier, once the challenge is complete for the year, will be    
handed out in November. 

 Reminded everyone of the Parent Network meeting on Tuesday and the Election Day BBQ 
on Saturday  

 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements  
 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments  

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395  

Guitar       

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  

Piano       Violin 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709  Lore Burns 0431 224 262 

 

SCHOOL FUNDRAISING!! 
 

How you can help our school….. 

 

 Election Day BBQ & Cake Stall 

Saturday 18th May—Please drop your cakes/bickies/slices in  

to us this Friday (17th) NO CREAM. 
 

 Entertainment Book full of great discounts for you/your family to 

use.   

Great Birthday Gift!! 

 

 Woolworths Earn & Learn 

If you shop at Woolworths, please collect the stickers and send to 

school with your child—this is a great way for us to get new sporting 

equipment 

 

 

 Great Community Raffle 2019 - Coming up! 

Keep an eye out for raffle tickets coming home soon. 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop hours have changed! 

Tuesday Morning  8:30am to 9:15am 

Thursday Morning  9.00am to 9.30am 

Thursday Afternoon  3.15pm to 3.45pm 





OFFICE NEWS  

 
NOTICES  The following notices have been sent home:  
   Chesterfield Farm Excursion - Prep  
   District Cross Country - Select Students 
   Winter Interschool Sports - Grade 5 & 6 
   Influenza A - reported case in the Grade 5 classes 
   Chicken Pox - reported case in the Prep classes 
 
    

LEVIES  Prep - $37 
   Grade 1/2 - $50 
   Grade 3/4 - $47 
   Grade 5 - $28 
   Grade 6 - $83 
   Please make sure you are up to date with your term levy       
   payments. 
 

ABSENCES  If your child is not well or going to be absent, please   
   notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day   
   of their absence.  
   This DOES NOT incorporate the OSHC.   
   A separate message to OSHC service will also need to be  
   sent to them within the required time frames. 
 

OFFICE TRANSACTIONS Will only be taken up until 4pm. 
 
 
 

Thanks so much! 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 

 

Irish Dance Classes  Tecoma 

New Beginners Welcome 

Thursday & Saturday classes 

Pre-school, Primary &  

Adult Classes 

No compulsory uniform,  

costumes, or performances.  

No registration fees. 

Contact Kate: 0434 517 636 

kate_bilton@hotmail.com 

www.victorianirishdance.com 

 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep C Gabby W Gabby is such a positive person who brings so much joy to our 

classroom. She is always complimenting and supporting people around 
her. You are a wonderful friend Gabby! 

Prep P Charlie I Thank you Charlie for being such a great organiser and wonderful 
helper around the classroom. Charlie loves tidying up and making sure 
everything is put away in the correct place and always does this using 

her own initiative. 
What would I do without you Charlie! 

Prep W Jono G Jono has been putting a lot of effort into his reading over the last few 
weeks. He pays careful attention to the words and uses his knowledge 

of letter sounds to read each of his books.  
Keep up the great work Jono!  

Prep Y Hadley G Hadley has been working so hard to make positive choices during class 
time, to make sure that he isn't distracted. This has led to him focusing 

more on his work, leading to really amazing growth in Reading and 
Writing. Keep making those great choices Hadley! 

1W Dane B For inventing some fantastic Mother’s Day similes. 
Dane describes his mum as being as funny as a floppy fish and as 

beautiful as a parrot.  Well done Dane! 

2L Allora C For working hard during our place value topic. You were able to create 
3 four-digit numbers, read them correctly, write them in their 

expanded form, order them from smallest to largest and build  one of 
them using MAB. 

2R Adah E Well done on the effort you put into copying your spelling words 
correctly into your book. I was super impressed! 

3GR Lulu S Lulu always listens carefully during creative writing lessons and then 
does her utmost to incorporate the features which improve a written 

piece. 

3M Callum H It is just fantastic to see Callum’s hand raised, eager to participate in 
class discussions.  His thoughts and ideas are always interesting to listen 
to and they support the learning in our classroom.  Keep it up Callum! 

4D Matilda H For being a fabulous role model. Matilda shows respect for her 
classmates, teachers and herself at all times. Congratulations Matilda. 



GRADE NAME REASON 
4K Alfie W For picking up rubbish outside of the grade 4 rooms without being 

asked last week. It is wonderful to see that you care for the 
environment around you Alfie. Thank you :-) 

4R Neassa C Neassa has been trying so hard in class time to give her personal best. 
She is always happy to go back and make improvements and takes on 

feedback. This is such a great quality to have., Well done Neassa. 

5G Eamon H For his outstanding description of a setting using “Tightening 
Tension”. Eamon’s masterful use of the senses and clever adverbs in 

his narrative writing last week kept students on the edge of their seats. 
He used similes such as “it felt like my ear drums just broke” and 

descriptive language like “my heart was beating rapidly” to draw in the 
reader. You should be so proud Eamon! 

5NS Indi H Indi we were so impressed with the descriptive and suspenseful 
narrative you wrote called, ‘In a forest’. The confidence you showed 

towards this writing piece was reflected in your work. We didn't want 
to put your story down! It was fantastic the way that you used the 

senses to introduce your setting. 
6F Jacinta K Jacinta is such a hard worker. I am so pleased with how well Jacinta 

focuses in the classroom, always eager to learn something new. 
Jacinta, your genuine interest in everything we do is admirable. What 

wonderful qualities to have as a learner! 

6M Stella G Stella you have approached the Youth Leadership Program with 
dedication. You sought advice from myself and Mrs de Geest to 

ensure your prepared speech was your best work. You presented as a 
confident and mature student who delivered your speech beautifully. 

You should be proud of your hard work!  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



 

Monday 
Art Club All year levels 

Senior Code Club Year 4-6 

Tuesday 

Aerobics Select Students 

Fitness Training All year levels 

Lego Club All Year levels 

Chess Club 

Payment required 
Due to an outside organisation providing the  

sessions 
(Years 1-6) 

Wednesday 
Aerobics Select Students 

Bey Blade Club All Year levels 

Thursday 
Fitness Training All Year levels 

Junior Code Club Years 1-3 

Friday 

Volleyball Years 5-6 

Mindfulness/Yoga All Year levels 

Library/games All Year levels 

School Band Senior School—payment required 

LUNCH TIME EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 

Inter-House Cross Country 

Well done to all our Prep to 6 students who participated in Tecoma’s inter-house cross   

country run last Thursday. It was great to see so many students get into the house spirit 

and wear team colours to the event.  

The top 8 students (from grade 3 to 6) in the 9/10, 11 and 12/13 age groups will now go on to 

represent our school at The Sherbrooke District Cross Country Carnival taking place at 

Crystal Brooke Park at Cardinia Reservoir on Friday 24th May. 

I would like to say a huge thank-you to all our parents who volunteered their time on the 

race course as well as some of our wonderful teachers and past students who ran as race 

hares and tortoises. Without their help events like this would not be possible.  

The house results for 2019 are as follows: 

1st  

2nd   

3rd  

4th   

 

Well Done Everyone! 

Alinta  

Karee 

Binowee 

Mungarie 



Support Tecoma Primary School! 

Get your new Entertainment Membership today. 
  

With the 2018 | 2019 Entertainment Membership about to expire, now is the perfect time to buy the brand 
new 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership! You can enjoy thousands of valuable offers for everything 
you love to do, all while supporting Security Camera’s for our School. 
  

Purchase your 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership! 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1950m56 

 

 

  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Tecoma Primary School 
Anthea Creswell 

97542354 
cresswell.anthea.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

  

mailto:cresswell.anthea.a@edumail.vic.gov.au


CENTRAL RINGWOOD 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 

SUNDAY 2ND JUNE 2019 

The Bumble Bee team are excited to announce that we are 
heading back to  Ringwood on Sunday 2nd June 2019! 

We look forward to continuing these great local community 
events offering families the opportunity to buy and sell their 

preloved, new and handmade baby and children’s 
items.  Service providers are also welcomed to highlight them-

selves to the local community. 

We would really appreciate it if you could help us spread the 
‘buzz’ about our first event.   You can help us out by: 

-  Distributing the attached POSTER and/or displaying it on 

your noticeboards 

-  Including the attached flyer/poster in your communications 
with families  

(newsletters, emails, electronic noticeboards) 

-  Sharing our Facebook event on your organisation’s Face-
book page: 

 https://www.facebook.com/events/1994386297312834/  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpubl.maillist-manage.com%2Fclick.zc%3Fod%3D2d5a885a69b60a9722f71c97fbc0e114f1185630859ca1fd0%26repDgs%3D14bdd681dd5b5db5%26linkDgs%3D14bdd681dd5b5bfb&data=02%7C01%7Ctecoma.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fevents%2F160198458119690%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ctecoma.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cf6d04a7a66b44fbaba8808d6d1ad957a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C636926940837629210&s





