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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

Wednesday 15th 
NO PREPS 

 
Monday 20th 

Parent Teacher 
Meetings 

2pm Onwards 
 

Wednesday 22nd 
NO PREPS 

 
Friday 24th 

Sherbrooke District 
Swimming Carnival 

(participating students 
only) 

 

MARCH 

Wednesday 1st 
NO PREPS 

 
Tuesday 7th 

Parent Network Meeting 
 

Wednesday 8th 
Division Swimming 

Carnival - Aquanation 
Ringwood 

(participating students 
only) 

START OF YEAR 
Although the children have only been back 6 days, I have had the 
pleasure of visiting your children in their classrooms and specialist 
programs.  I could not be more pleased with the atmosphere of calm 
and productive endeavour evident throughout the school. The 
teachers’ focus has been on embedding class rules, expectations 
and behaviours. Teachers have also been building strong 
relationships and establishing a positive environment in each 
classroom and I have certainly seen that in operation.  Our cleaner 
Al has mentioned how clean the classrooms are, a sure sign of an 
orderly environment. The corridors have been immaculate. 
 
Speaking of Al, our cleaner, I’d like to thank him and his son-in-law 
Matt for putting out 5 fires that we were lit on our oval last Friday 
night. The CFA, the police and the PSO’s from the station arrived in 
quick succession but by the time they arrived, Al and Matt had pretty 
much put them out. 
 
It once again reinforces what I have mentioned a number of times, 
please come along and use our yard out of school hours but have 
the Belgrave Police phone number (9754 6677) in your mobile if you 
see activity that might not be desirable. 
The heavy rain we had last weekend showed a couple of leaks in 
the roof but apart from that, all has been smooth. 
 
In the playground it is also wonderful to see students who are new to 
TPS being welcomed into the school and to see all children playing 
safely and cooperatively (and indeed our Preps doing so well as a 
part of their transition into the school playground.  This great start 
certainly points to a positive and exciting year ahead for all in the 
Tecoma Primary School community. 
 
SUPPORTING THE SCHOOL 
One of the reasons that many families decide to enrol at Tecoma is 
the wonderful atmosphere in the school and the sense of community 
that has developed over the years.  This sense of community grows 
out of the relationships between the school and the parents.  
 



However, we are always looking for parents who are willing to take on various roles within the 
school which contribute to this sense of community.  I would urge all parents to consider what 
they can do to support the school this year.  
 
There are many ways you can assist: 
 

 Assisting at school as a parent helper for PMP or reading, especially in the new Reading 
Room 

 Assisting in the uniform shop 
 Attending Working Bees 
 Being part of the School Council 
 Helping on excursions and camps 
 Joining the Parent Network and assisting with fundraising and school social events. 

 
We are looking for members to join the Parent Network. This year we will have 4 different  
branches: 
 
 Fundraising which might include events such as Bunnings or election day BBQ’s, bulbs, hot 

cross buns, giant community raffles, chocolate drive, entertainment books. 
 School events which might include events such as Education Week BBQ, UDEC festival, 

Twilight Sports, Arts Festival. 
 Children events which might include events such as Mothers Day stall, Fathers Day stall, 

movie night, kids disco, footy day and morning munchies. 
 Grants Committee: Putting in submissions to various organisations to support programs that 

we run at our school. 
 
Meetings are generally once a month on a Tuesday, mainly in the afternoon but we may run 
some in the evening if it might bring about more support.   
Please think about how you might be able to be involved. It would be wonderful if every family 
contributed in some way to the school.  Please consider what you can to do in 2017. 

 
‘GETTING TO KNOW YOU’ INTERVIEW EVENING  
Today a letter is being distributed regarding our ‘Getting To Know You’           
Interviews. This will be a great opportunity for families to briefly meet their child/
ren’s teachers for a 10 minute interview to let us know any pertinent issues  
relating to your child and their learning. Teachers will also outline how your child 
has settled into the routines of the new school year, discuss the attitude and 
work habits that have been displayed so far and talk about setting goals leading 
into the new reporting format that will be introduced this year. 
 

There are 3 ways you can make a booking using the access code “cryha”: 
 
1. Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow the simple instructions. 

or 
2. There is also a direct link on our website…..www.tecomaps.vic.edu.au 

or 
3. Through the Tiqbiz App on your smartphone under “whole school”….”interviews.” 
 
BOOKINGS OPEN TOMORROW AT 9am & CLOSE ON Monday 20

th
 February at 9AM. 

 
For quick communication with us, our teachers are available in their classrooms each morning for 
any informal meetings between 8:50 – 9:00am before commencing instruction. Likewise, both    
Di Double and I remind everyone of an open invitation to approach us at any time if you have any 
cares, concerns or compliments. 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au


READING ROOM 
All places to help with tutoring the students in our Reading Room are filled which is just           
wonderful. We are extremely grateful for the support that we get from our community as this    
program really makes a difference. We had a number of students last year who moved off the 
program as they are now working at a level which not only helps with their literacy skills but also 
flows over into other subject areas such as maths and science where the ability to read            
information and questions is required.  
Throughout the year, some of our tutors may be away or taking a holiday which means their 
group may require coverage. If you would like to be an emergency contact for instances such as 
this, please let Mrs Morgan in the reading room know.   
 
NEW PARENTS/PREP/BUDDIES WELCOME BBQ 
It was great to see so many of our new families and buddy families (approximately 230 people) at 
our “Welcome to School BBQ.” The weather was perfect and it was great to see the children and 
parents mingling in a very relaxed setting.  
A massive thank you to our school council, parent network and staff who worked behind the BBQ, 
serving  or provided a salad in welcoming our new families and to all those who attended. We 
trust this is the beginning of many happy years at Tecoma. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Our first School Council meeting for 2017 will be held later this month on 
Tuesday 21st February. This meeting will be the final meeting for the       
existing School Council and therefore the final meeting for some of our hard 
working School Council members.  
 

ARRIVAL TIME AND PUNCTUALITY 
Student attendance and punctuality: It is certainly a problem statewide (on average a Victorian 
student misses nearly 3 weeks of school per year) and I know our own local network of schools 
have spent a great deal of time discussing this issue. 
At Tecoma we have been trying to address this for many years now and you can see the          
results highlighted in yellow. It was not so long ago, our children were on average absent more 
than the state average. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you can see, we have been well below the state average for a number of years now (I don’t 
have the state figures for 2016 as yet), 2015 being our worst year where Influenza A and the   
horrible gastro bug hit our school so badly. We hoped the 2015 figure was a blip on the radar and 
it proved to be so. However, we would like to get this figure lower. It’s staggering to think that on 
average, Victorian school children miss 3 weeks of school over a year. Over 13 years, that adds 
up to 39 weeks or almost a school year. I’m not sure this has been discussed amongst all the   

Student Absences - Days per Full Time Equivalent by Year 

  Tecoma PS State 

  2013 2014 2015 2016 2013 2014 2015 

Prep 12.2 10.2 15.0 13.0 15.22 14.61 15.34 

Year 1 8.9 12.1 11.6 14.2 14.71 14.43 15.09 

Year 2 11.5 11.9 13.4 9.4 14.39 13.91 14.64 

Year 3 11.4 12.2 12.9 15.5 13.90 13.83 14.33 

Year 4 10.6 12.7 13.5 11.6 14.20 13.78 14.62 

Year 5 14.8 10.3 13.0 10.9 14.30 14.19 14.57 

Year 6 19.9 14.5 14.7 14.6 14.79 14.69 15.33 

Prep - 

Year 6 
12.75 11.98 13.44 12.74 14.52 14.21 14.85 



Bottoms on seats are so important so we can engage and maintain the continuums of              
individualised programs that our teachers offer. Children being away affects them                     
academically, but also socially. Often children have things going on at home that they are dealing 
with (often it is more the parents having to deal with it) but they are better off being here at 
school, being kept busy and taking their mind off things with the support of their friends and 
teachers rather than staying at home. In these instances, I urge parents to send their children to 
school, let the teacher know that their child might be upset but keep them engaged and busy. 
Children do have the capacity to compartmentalise their lives and school can be their safe haven. 
 
A reminder: School begins at 9am but our music starts 3 minutes earlier. It is important that     
students arrive punctually to commence their day at school. Punctuality will assist children to   
establish positive routines and reduce any anxiety associated with arriving late. Punctuality will 
also ensure that children do not miss out on the time provided in classrooms for personal         
organisation, important announcements and the commencement of instruction time. 
 
Perhaps aim for 10 to 9 so your child can be here for the Punctuality award. At various times 
throughout the school week, you may hear the “eye of the tiger” theme. This signifies our search 
for a “punctuality star,” a student who has done the “hard yards” and run to class and been on 
time. If their name is called out from the random draw and they can come across to the office 
within a minute of their name being announced, they were obviously here on time and will receive 
a reward of a free lunch order up to the value of $5.  
 
In order to reinforce punctuality and regular school attendance, we will once again be running the 
Principal’s Attendance BBQ in 2017. These awards are provided to any student who achieves 
97% attendance. They receive an invitation to the Principal’s Attendance Barbecue on the final 
day of each semester. This is the seventh year we have run this reward BBQ and is highly sought 
after by the children. I’m sure it’s the prestige and not my cooking! 
 
UNIFORM / SUNSMART 
A big thumbs up to parents. We are very appreciative of your work in setting children up for 
school, and indeed ensuring students are attired each day in correct uniform. It really makes a 
difference to students, promoting a ‘sense of belonging’ to both the school and their friends. I also 
thank Marnie Martin and our staff who have assisted our busy Uniform Shop sales at the          
beginning of this year.  
 
As a Sunsmart school (www.sunsmart.com.au) we strictly enforce the use of hats, and I was 
pleased to see this week that only a few children have been seated in under the walkways due to 
not having a hat at school.  
 
STUDENT SAFETY – SUPERVISION  
During the school day, all teachers take their “duty of care” very seriously and work closely      
together to ensure students are supervised whilst in classrooms and also out in the playgrounds.  
All teachers wear fluoro vests, carry a small first aid kit and a duty folder where any           inci-
dents that occur can be recorded and reported to the school leadership team. 
 
In our planning, we have the school divided into 3 distinct zones and staff are assigned to each of 
these zones each recess and lunchtime. Before and after school, we have staff on duty at the 
front gate/carpark area. 
 
To ensure that students are appropriately supervised, we ask that students arrive at school after 
8:45am each morning. If you elect to send your child/ren to school prior to 8:45am, it is important 
that you understand that they will not be supervised until yard duty teachers begin their assigned 
duty from 8:45am.  
 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au


Similarly, at the end of the school day, the school will ensure the appropriate supervision of all 
students until 3:45pm and after this time it is the responsibility of parents to collect/supervise their 
children. In further support of parents on this important matter, Chris, Adelle and Bridget at our 
before and after school care programs provide wonderful levels of care for students. 
 
MOBILE PHONES 
A reminder that students are to hand mobile phones in at the office or to their class teacher prior 
to classes commencing and collect them at the end of the day. 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
School photos are scheduled for Monday March 20th.  To look our best and show pride in our 
school, as in all other days, students must wear their full school uniform for school photos.   
 
GRADE 6 BOMBER JACKET and BADGE PRESENTATIONS 
This Monday at assembly, we will be presenting the 2017 Leadership Badges and Bomber    
Jackets to our grade 6 children. It is a memorable moment for the children and signifies them 
reaching the top end of their primary school journey. All parents are welcome to attend.  
 
CYBERSAFETY 
Tuesday was Safer Internet Day. The notion of this day is to encourage children and young    
people to be safer and more responsible when using technology and mobile phones. This year's 
theme is 'let's create a better internet'. Just like other forms of bullying, we are trying hard to    
empower by standers to reduce the number of incidents taking place.  

Bullying used to be something you could see or hear: face-to-face physical and verbal behaviour 
in the playground, classroom and on the way to and from school. Now, online technology and 
constant connectivity means children can be bullied through often anonymous contact or actions, 
anytime, anywhere, and often out of sight of adult eyes. 

Cyberbullying most commonly occurs through: 

 comments posted in an open online environment, for example on social media sites, and 

 direct text, email or instant messages online or on a mobile phone. 

Friends and family can play an important in role in helping reduce the spread and impact of 
cyberbullying because cyberbullies may back down when they see that their target has support. 
Here are some simple steps you can encourage your child to take if they see or know that a 
friend is being cyberbullied. 

 Don’t forward messages or pictures. Though they may not have started it, they will      

become a part of the cyberbullying cycle. 

 Stand up and speak out against cyberbullying. Encourage the child to tell the bully that 

their comments or actions are hurtful and that they should stop. 

 Talk to someone they trust like parents or a teacher. 

 Support your child’s friend by reporting the cyberbullying. Most websites have online help 

centres and reporting facilities, and online abuse is in violation of the Terms Of Use of most 

social networking sites. 

If your child or someone you care about has been affected by cyberbullying, contact the           
Cybersmart Online Helpline (www.cybersmart.gov.au/report.aspx) or Kids Helpline on 1800 55 
1800. 
 
 

http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/report.aspx


NO ASSEMBLY THIS WEEK 
Due to our assembly on Wednesday last week, we didn’t have an assembly on Monday. As   
mentioned earlier, we will have an assembly this week where we will hand out our grade 6     
Leadership Badges and Bomber Jackets. 
Please note, weather permitting (both hot or cold), we will attempt to run our assemblies on the 
top basketball court to enable gymnastics to be set up in the hall. This will occur for the next four 
weeks.  

 
See you around the school. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 





NEWS FROM MRS DOUBLE 

 
“Tell me about your child” Parent/teacher meetings  
 
Monday 20th February 
Please keep the afternoon and evening of Monday 20

th
 February free, so that you can meet/

catch up with your child’s classroom teacher.   
Did you know that the whole school focus at Tecoma for this term is ‘Identity’?  School is a big 
part of your child’s life...they do spend 6 ½ hours here each day...building strong relationships 
with their teachers, their classmates and other members of the Tecoma community.  
 
Parent teacher meetings give you an opportunity to build a relationship with your child’s teacher 
and a chance to chat with your child’s teacher about your child.  You know your child better than 
anyone and any information and insight that you can share with their teacher about them is 
greatly appreciated.   
 
Showing your child that there is a strong link between your home and the school and that you 
are part of the relationship they have with their teacher at school is vitally important so please 
make sure you take the opportunity to show your child how important they are. 
 
Classroom Helpers 
It is great to here that there are already a number of parents who are listening to children reading 
in the classroom each morning.  Thank you to all of you.   
Please, please, PLEASE, if you have a spare 15 minutes at 9:00am of a morning go and see 
your child’s teacher and join in.   
 
Very soon, you will receive information about our upcoming Classroom Helper sessions for this 
year…so keep an eye out for that information. 
 
Restorative Practices 
Restorative Practices is something you will hear a lot about here at Tecoma PS.   
 
Below is some information about Restorative Practices and about Circle Time – which is an    
integral part of the Restorative Practices approach here. 
 
At Tecoma Primary School we use Restorative Practices when there has been a problem that 
needs resolving.  It allows discussion in a way that allows everyone to contribute and be valued. 
 
As part of our Restorative Practices approach all children take part in ‘Circle Time’. 
When holding the talking piece (or when it is your turn) you must: 
 speak honestly and from the heart. 
 speak with respect for others. 
 try not to speak at length. 
 speak to the issues of the circle. 
 (The circle format and use of a talking piece is an ancient form of communication for spiritual, 
political and communal life and is found throughout world traditions). 
 
Restorative Practice sees misconduct not necessarily as rule breaking, but as violation against 
people and relationships. 
Restorative Practices focuses on modifying behaviours that undermine positive relationships. 
 
 
 



Restorative Language 
 What were you thinking? 
 How did you feel? 
 Who do you think was affected? 
 How do you think they were affected? 
 How can you repair the harm? 
 
What does Restorative Practices/Conferencing hope to achieve? 
 All who participate have a sense of fairness and justice. 
 The student gains a greater insight into the impact of behaviours on others. 
 A healing of the hurt and a repairing of damaged relationships. 
 A student remains a member of the school community which continues to offer support and 

a sense of belonging. 
 A sense of community is heightened when students, teachers and parents are equally    

valued as participants. 
 
Have a lovely week. 
Regards 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
“If the philosophy of Restorative Practices such as conferencing, were to underpin all our        
disciplinary dealings with young people in classrooms and playgrounds, our schools would go 
some way to building social capital and a sense of belonging in an emotionally healthy          
community.”   (Cameron 2001) 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums     Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 
 
Guitar      Singing 
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836 Name and Number will be provided 
      next week. 
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the          

following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 



OFFICE NEWS  

Just a few items for your attention: 

 

 Term 1 Levies will be going out over the next few days.                         

Here are the costs: 

  Prep   $15 

  Grades 1/2  $25 

  Grades 3/4  $25 

  Grade 5  $25 

  Grade 6  $20 

 We are excited to announce that our new payment app, Qkr! is up and 
running. You are now able to pay for your levies, swimming, etc., 
through the app. For information on how to download the Qkr!, please 

read the flyer in this newsletter. 

 Thank you to all of our parents that have paid their Essential Items.    
Unfortunately, we are still missing a few. Please pop into the office next 
week to make payment. If you are having financial difficulty please see 

Karin, Heather or Anthea in the office to set up a payment plan. 

 If you have changed your mobile contact numbers, please make sure 

that you let the office know.  

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 
 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Redgum Book Club will be coming home tomorrow and orders 

need to be placed online by 27th February. Delivery is 

around the 13th March. More information next week... 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

1R Ryder M For being so friendly and kind in the classroom. You have been so helpful 
and organised for your first week in Grade One. I am so proud of your 

positive and confident attitude and working so well with everyone            
in our class. Well done Ryder! 

1V Leo G For beginning Grade 1 with his “best foot forward” by giving everything a 
go, always trying his very best and for being really great at listening to 

others in our class. Fabulous job Leo! 

2C Bailey S Bailey has made a wonderful start to Grade 2! He is hardworking, focused 
and caring to those around him. Bailey you are a great example to the rest 

of the class and we are lucky to have you. 
2N Josh B Congratulations Josh, on a fantastic start to the year.  You are already 

trying very hard to meet your personal challenges or goals and you can be 
extremely proud of your efforts.  Keep trying as hard as you are, it is 

wonderful to see.   Great job. 
2R Matilda P Well done Matilda, for the way you have settled in to life at Tecoma 

Primary School. It is a pleasure to see your smiling face every day and your 
enthusiasm for learning. Keep it up! 

3W Cody L I love Cody’s attitude to learning.  He is usually the first to settle into 
silent reading to start the day and never wastes a moment of his learning 
time. He’s also willing to ‘have a go’. If he makes a mistake—he learns 

from it. Well done. 
4D George T For making a flying start to Grade 4. Congratulations George on setting 

such high standards for your learning. Keep it up!  

4V Maya H For her spectacular sizzling starts in her holiday recount writing about 
seeing Mr. Darbyshire on a billboard outside Luna Park!  

5G Andy S  Andy has begun Grade 5 with a positive attitude and this is fabulous.  He 
is a helpful class member and he has participated in a responsible manner 

during all activities. Keep it up Andy—Grade 5 is a wonderful year!! 

5M Zoe P Zoe has started at Tecoma with a real zest for her learning. She is quick to 
start tasks and always gives her best efforts. Her sentences for her spelling 

words have been a real highlight. Welcome to Tecoma Zoe. 

6F Alex H For showing such a wonderful work ethic in the first week of school. Alex, 
you work diligently in class and have made a great dint in your Reading 
Bucket List. What a wonderful attitude to your learning Alex, you are 

leading by example. 
6L Leo B Leo has made a great start at Tecoma Primary School. He is a positive and 

friendly boy who has blended into the grade and school extremely well. 
Welcome Leo and enjoy your learning journey.  

JAPANESE Arran J Congratulations for starting a new school year with positive spirit and great 
enthusiasm, Arran-kun (Mr.Arran)!    

よくできました！(“Yoku dekimashita!”: Great job!)  





Are you Eligible to Claim the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund? 

Applications forms are available at the office. Please present your             

Concession Card with your form before February 29
th

, 2016. 








