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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Monday 18th 
Production Rehearsal Day 

- all students go by bus 
Performance #1 @ 7PM  

 
Tuesday 19th 

Performance #2 @ 7PM 
 

Friday 22nd 
FOOTY DAY!! 
Early Dismissal  

2:30pm 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

OCTOBER 

Monday 9th 
TERM 4 

COMMENCES 
 

Wednesday 11th 
Division Athletics @ Knox   

(participating students) 
STEP INTO PREP 

Science 
 

Thursday 12th 
Parent Family Life 

Session 7pm 

SCHOOL PRODUCTION 
Our School Production preparations are progressing very well with 
only 4 days left before the first performance. We will be having a 
whole school rehearsal at the venue (Discovery Church in Mt. 
Evelyn) on Monday 18

th
 September. Very exciting!  

 
As in other years, we expect the children to be there both nights as 
each child has a spot in the choreography of the dance that 
accompanies the song. If you are not going to be there yourself both 
nights, please arrange through grandparents, friends, etc., who may 
be going for your child to be there. It ensures both nights get to see 
a spectacular and complete performance. 
 
In this newsletter, Mrs Connell has written a long piece about next 
week’s production. Please take the time to read this carefully so you 
are aware of all that is required regarding costumes, attendance, 
arrival times, etc. A letter has also been given to every child with the 
same details. 
 
Looking forward to two fabulous nights of school production.   
 
DADS MATES 
Like Essendon in 2017, the run had to end….the good weather we 
have had for the previous 12 years came to an end on Monday 
morning for the dads/mates breakfast. 
 
Despite the gray skies and on/off rain, it was great to see so many 
special friends here coming up for breakfast, having a kick of the 
footy, dress up and leaving lovely messages on our graffiti wall.  
 
Bacon, eggs and cereal were a great hit.  
Thank you to all of our school staff, who were planning for and 
ordering food for the past week and who arrived between 6.30 and  
7am to make sure all was ready. We have a very dedicated team at 
Tecoma who continually put in above and beyond and I know it was 
appreciated by all who came on Monday morning. 
 
With no camp and production in Father’s Day week in 2018, we will 
return it to the day after Father’s Day and coincide with an RDO for 
the building sector. 



FOOTY COLOURS DAY 
As is the case every year this time, we are having a footy/team colours day on the last day of 
term where we encourage everyone to wear the colours of their favourite sporting team.  
We have organised for the children to have a tabloid footy day followed by a footy parade. The 
parade will take place in the school gym or if we have nice weather, the top basketball court. This 
is a great community event and we encourage everyone to attend and partake in the fun! There 
will also be a pie/pastie lunch on the day. Many thanks to our Parent Network for organising this, 
and indeed to our staff for organising this event!  
 
LAST DAY OF TERM 
Please be advised that school will be finishing early on Friday 22nd September. The timetable for 
the final day of term is as follows: 
 
9:00  Classes as per normal 
10:00  Junior Football Tabloid Sports 
11:00  RECESS 
11.30am Senior Football Tabloid Sports 
12.30pm Football Parade  
1.00pm Footy Day Lunch  
1:10 LUNCH PLAY 
2:15  End of Term assembly 
2:30  Dismissal 
 
PLANNING FOR 2018 
If your child/ren will not be at Tecoma PS in 2018 please send written notification to the office as 
soon as possible.  If you know of someone moving into the area and are yet to apply for           
enrolment, please encourage them to contact the office immediately.  
 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
At TPS we have a wonderful community who actively participate in our school. Last week alone 
we had parents and grandparents helping in classrooms and the Reading Room, going on camp, 
assisting at District Athletics, helping with School Production and assisting in our Uniform Shop. 
 
Each week I hear so much positive feedback from our parents about their time volunteering in the 
school and the great experiences had working with our students. Being involved gives a greater 
sense of what is happening in the school and your child will see that you value them and their 
schooling. There are many ways in which parents can assist in classrooms, and all that is        
required is a Working with Children Check. (Please contact our office should you need any       
assistance with this simple online application). 
 
A number of the opportunities offered to our students are made possible by the work of the TPS 
Parent Network, a vibrant group of parents who work for the benefit of our school community. As 
new faces are always welcome, I strongly encourage parents to attend next month’s (October 10) 
meeting. Term Four events, including our social night will be planned at that meeting. 
 
SOCIAL NIGHT 
Speaking of social night, we have already sold 8.5 tables for our main parent social night for the 
year. 
If you want to be part of MINUTE TO WIN IT, can you please let the office know and we will  
simply place your name on a table.  Alternatively, you can also place your name on the list of      
tables just near the office window. 
 
Saturday 21st October @ 7pm 
TABLES OF 10 - $20 PER TICKET 
Each table will be allocated a team colour - Dressing in that colour is also encouraged! 
 
 



ARE YOU OK? DAY (THURSDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER) 
 Something we're never too young to learn is that asking "are you ok?" can make a difference! 
 Staying connected and having meaningful conversations is something we can all do. You don't 
need to be an expert - just a great mate and a good listener. So, if you notice someone who 
might be struggling - start a conversation. 
We know that suicide prevention is an enormously complex and sensitive challenge the world 
over. But we also know that some of the world’s smartest people have been working tirelessly 
and developed credible theories that suggest there’s power in that simplest of questions - “Are 
you ok?” 
  
Got a niggling feeling that someone you know or care about it isn’t behaving as they normally 
would? Perhaps they seem out of sorts? More agitated or withdrawn? Or they’re just not      
themselves. Trust that gut instinct and act on it. 
Ask them- are you ok? 
  
By starting a conversation and commenting on the changes you’ve noticed, you could help that 
family member, friend or workmate open up. If they say they are not ok, you can follow up the 
conversation to show them they’re supported and help them find strategies to better manage the 
load. If they are ok, that person will know you’re someone who cares enough to ask. 
  
Lets inspire everyone to ask each other about the stuff that really matters and be there for one 
another when life gets a bit tough or stressful. 
  
So it would be great if everyone spreads the word today, promote the day and ask SOMEONE, 
ARE YOU OK? 
 
WHAT IS PARENT ENGAGEMENT?  
Parent engagement is being positively involved and active in your child’s learning. Your attitudes, 
values and behaviours can positively influence your child’s education outcomes.  
We know that parents, families and carers are some of the most important influences on a child’s 
education. When you are positively engaged in your child’s education, they are more likely to a 
end and perform better at school.  
Effective parent and family engagement in education is more than just participation in school 
meetings and helping with fundraising, it is actively engaging with your child’s learning, both at 
home and at school. When schools and families work together, children do better and stay in 
school longer.  
You can support your child to get the most out of their schooling. The earlier you become         
engaged, the better it is for your children.  
 
Why is parent engagement important?  
 
Parent engagement is associated with improvements across a range of indicators, including:  
 better education outcomes  
 enhanced engagement with school work  
 more regular school attendance  
 better behaviour and increased social skills.  
 
How you can help your child do well at school. 
 
While it’s important to stay informed and be involved in school activities where possible, there are 
lots of things you can do at home which can help your child to do better at school:  
 have high yet achievable expectations of your child  
 talk regularly about school and the value of learning  
 encourage positive attitudes and respect for school and teachers  
 model the behaviours you would like to see in your child.  
 
 



Other things you can do which have also been shown to have a positive impact are to:  
 read out loud with your child and listen to your child read out loud  
 talk and ask about what they are learning  
 help them to develop strong work habits.  
 
One of the most effective ways parents and families can help children to do better at school is to 
make sure they go to school every day. School attendance has a major influence on educational 
outcomes. Students who attend school regularly are more likely to achieve better results at 
school and are more likely to complete their schooling.  
 
LAST DAY OF TERM 
The last day of term 3 is fast approaching and I would like to remind parents that students will be 
dismissed at 2:30pm on Friday 22

nd
 September.  

Out of School Hours care will close at 5pm on this day. 
 
PUNCTUALITY STAR 
Congratulations Olivia E in 3G for being this weeks Punctuality Star! Olivia was here at 9 o’clock 
when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Olivia. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards 
 congratulated the grade 3/4 children, parents and staff on a great camp last week despite 

the miserable weather 
 thanked everyone for the Dads/Mates breakfast 
 reminded everyone of Production next week. 

 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums     Violin 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 

Guitar      Singing 

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 

Piano 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

  





WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
FREE DENTAL SCREENINGS AT SCHOOL FOR SCHOOL STUDENTS 
 
 
The Australian government has an initiative for schools 
to have access to mobile Dental clinic services. 
 
Aussie Mobile Dental Clinics will be offering free dental 
screenings to children at our school in early November. 
 
The dental screening is free of charge for eligible students and provides benefits for the child for 
basic dental services that includes: 
 
• Dental examination 
• Dental X-rays 
• Preventive Oral Care, such as oral hygiene assistance, cleaning of teeth and the           
 application of fluoride to the teeth. 
 
This service is provided under the Child Dental Benefits Scheme of the Australian Government. 
 
Early detection of decay and other dental disease is vital in preventing bigger, more painful and 
expensive problems in the future. Left untreated, dental disease is progressive and will result in 
greater discomfort and is likely to lead to permanent problems, such as tooth loss or lasting pain. 
 
If you would like your child to undertake a free dental screening at school, please sign and return 
the consent form, which you should have received earlier in the week, to the school office by 
September 22

nd
, the last day of this term. 

 
 
FOOTY DAY 

 
Even though, as far as I am concerned, the footy season is over (as there are 
no Kangaroos in the finals), the season is not over yet, especially not here at 
Tecoma.  On Friday, 22

nd
 September we are celebrating the end of the footy 

season with our annual Footy Day.  Make sure your children all come in their 
favourite footy colours…jumpers, scarves, hats, and get into the spirit of the 
day.   
 
 

Have a lovely week 
Go the Tigers!!! 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
“It always seems impossible…until it is done.” ~ Nelson Mandela 
 
 
 
 



OFFICE NEWS  

 Term 3 Levies are due back by the end  costs are as follows: 

  Prep  $15 
  Grade 1/2 $22 
  Grade 3/4 NO COST 
  Grade 5 $25 
  Grade 6 $10 
 

 Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon 
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone. 

 Please note that our former app Tiqbiz, is now called FlexiBuzz. If you change phones and 
need to add the app, please search under FlexiBuzz. 

 

Many thanks, 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 

Thank you to everyone for your support for the Earn & Learn program, 
we've had a great response. This is the last week Woolworths will be 
providing stickers and our last opportunity to get as many points for our 
school as we can. Please return all your stickers to school by the end of 
term. Once again, thank you very much for your involvement in this  
program.  



Tecoma - District Athletics Champions 

The Sherbrooke District Athletics Carnival on Thursday 7
th
 September at Knox Athletics Track 

was a great success. We had a strong team of 59 students representing Tecoma very proudly. 

Students from our school participated in a variety of athletics events including long jump, triple 
jump, high jump, 100m, 200m, 800m, 1500m, discus, hurdles and shot put. All our competitors 
tried their best in their respective events and achieved really great results. Tecoma placed 1

st
 

overall. 

Competitors who placed 1
st
 or 2

nd
 in their event/s have now qualified for Divisional Athletics on 

Wednesday 11
th
 October 2017. 

The team spirit was high throughout the day. There was constant cheering flowing from the      
students and parents from Tecoma. All students who attended were well behaved and did a    
fantastic job representing our school. At times the day threw at our athletes some challenging 
weather and slippery conditions. Congratulations to all athletes on a great day! 

Good luck to our students attending Divisionals. I would also like to thank Marnie Martin for all 
her help on the day and many other parents who came along to cheer our fantastic team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Inter School Sports Parent Helpers for Next Term 
If any parents are able to help out with our Summer Interschool Sports on Tuesday 17

th
          

October, we would love to have your assistance with our Interschool Sport Carnival   
which is held at several venues throughout our district. We require parents who can help out  
with coaching or scoring on the day. You don’t need to be an expert to help out. 
 
The sports we will be participating in this Sports Carnival are: 
 
Sport     Venue 
T20 Blast Cricket   (TBC)  
Basketball (Girls/Boys)   Dandenong Basketball Stadium  
Softball     Gilbert’s Park, Knoxfield  
Volleyball     Tecoma PS 
Volleystars     Belgrave South PS 
Hotshots Tennis    Knox Regional Netball Centre    
 
If you are able to assist on the day please let your child’s classroom teacher know or come and 
see Mrs Cumming. 
 



LAST PRODUCTION UPDATE! 

A few last minute details for Monday and Tuesday ……. SHOWTIME!!! 

If you have not already done so, permission forms to travel by bus to the rehearsal 
on Monday must be signed and returned by tomorrow. 

Monday 18
th

 September: arrive at school by 9:00am in school clothes with 
lunch, snack and drink (water only please) and your school hat. We will travel by 
bus to the theatre for a rehearsal in our school clothes. NO COSTUMES ARE 
NEEDED!!! We will arrive back to school at about 3:00pm. 

ALL CHILDREN will arrive at the theatre by 6:30pm. Discovery Church, 89 
Monbulk Rd, Mt Evelyn. 

Children will be met in the foyer by their teacher where the Roll will be marked. 
Students will be escorted backstage.  NO parents are permitted backstage. 

EVERYONE is to arrive in basic makeup. That is: foundation, a little rouge and 
natural coloured lipstick for girls and I suggest lip balm for boys. It gets pretty hot 
under the lights and their lips will dry out. Any specific class make up will need to 
be applied at home, e.g. zombies. 

Children are to bring a snack and drink to the theatre as well as a quiet game or 
book. NO ELECTRONICS or PHONES please!  

The show should be finished by 9:30pm. At the end of the evening, at the         
conclusion of the performance, there will be an announcement as to where you will 
need to pick up your child…all children are to be marked off the roll by their    
teacher. 

Tuesday 19
th

 September is a normal school day. 

Tuesday night: ALL CHILDREN will arrive by 6:30pm.  The plan for the evening is 
the dame as above, for the Monday night’s performance. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 

Your children have been a pleasure to work with and I’m sure you will be proud of 
their achievements. I know I am!! 

Thank you for all your support over the last few months. 

Sally Connell 
Music Coordinator 

Attention: Preps, Grade 1 and 2 
All take home readers to be returned back 
to school by NEXT Wednesday so that we 
can organise them back into their correct 

levels for Preps, Grade 1’s and 2’s.  







Tecoma Primary School Parent Network are excited to announce another   
social event has been booked…MINUTE TO WIN IT 

 
Are you cool, calm and skilful enough to complete these challenges in under 60 seconds? 
Each challenge uses household items like tissues, spoons, plastic cups and straws and 
whilst they seem easy you will be surprised how the audience gets going as the official 
clock ticks down. Challenges only get tougher as the game show continues and teams 
will need to strategically plan which contestants they will save for last as everyone must 
have a go! You will be sitting on the edge of your chair right up until the end as teams  
battle it out in this suspense filled entertaining event. 
 
Saturday 21st October @ 7pm 
 
TABLES OF 10 - $20 PER TICKET 
Each table will be allocated a team colour - Dressing in that colour is also encouraged!! 
 
Tickets on Sale NOW in the office….if you missed Bogan Bingo in 2016 - whatever you do 
don’t miss this event.  










