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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Monday 11th 
Dad’s & Mates Breakfast 

 
Wednesday 13th 
STEP INTO PREP 

Japanese 
 

Monday 18th 
Production Rehearsal Day 

- all students go by bus 
Performance #1 @ 7PM  

 
Tuesday 19th 

Performance #2 @ 7PM 
 

Friday 22nd 
FOOTY DAY!! 
Early Dismissal  

2:30pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

OCTOBER 

Monday 9th 
TERM 4 

COMMENCES 

YEAR 7 SECONDARY PLACEMENTS 
Last night, students in Year 6 received notification of their Year 7 
placements.  Each year we are approached by parents asking about 
secondary schools. Our advice is to start looking around during your 
child’s Grade 5 year, especially at our local network Government 
Schools which are fantastic. Being a member of the Dandenong 
Ranges network, I know the quality of professional learning that 
occurs at Upwey, Monbulk, Emerald and Sherbrooke Community 
School. Make sure you take the opportunity to book in for a tour at 
those schools. 
Grade 6 students are required to submit their transition requests 
each year in May so starting early is important. Below is a table 
showing which schools our 53 x Grade 6 students will be attending 
in 2018: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAMP 
At the time of writing, our Grade 3/4 campers are completing their 
third day of the camp to Phillip Island. They haven’t been as lucky 
with the weather as our Grade 5/6 were over the past month. 
My thanks to the following staff and parents: Phillip Darbyshire, 
Sylvia Graham, Trevor Wilson, Cassandra Venten, student teachers  
Michelle Morse, Bonnie Stekelenburg, Gerald Tingay, Craig 
Ballingall, Ky Fanning, and Clair Keighran for taking time away from 
your families to give the children 3 great days away developing their 
independence and confidence in overcoming challenges. 

Selected Secondary School Number of students 

Upwey High School 29 

Monbulk Secondary College 3 

Rowville Secondary College 5 

Blackburn Secondary College 3 

Belgrave Heights Christian School 2 

Mater Christi College 3 

St Joseph’s College 5 

Billanook College 2 

Haileybury College 1 

Total students: 53 



SOCIAL NIGHT 
We have already sold 6 tables for our main parent social night for the year. 
If you want to be part of MINUTE TO WIN IT, can you please let the office know and we will  
simply place your name on a table.  Alternatively, you can also place your name on the list of   
tables just near the office window. 
 
Saturday 21st October @ 7pm 
TABLES OF 10 - $20 PER TICKET 
Each table will be allocated a team colour - Dressing in that colour is also encouraged! 
 
“NO HAT, YOU’RE UNDERCOVER!” 
Please be reminded that the ‘No Hat No Play’ policy commenced from the 1

st
 September.  

 
PLANNING WEEK 
Our staff will be working together throughout this week to plan and organise teaching and     
learning for Term 4. While the classroom teachers are planning the students will be supervised 
by the specialist staff and CRT’s. 
 
SCHOOL PRODUCTION 
Our School Production preparations are progressing very well with only 1½ weeks left before the 
performance. We will be having a whole school rehearsal at the venue (Discovery Church,       
Mt. Evelyn) on Monday 18

th
 September. Very exciting!  

Please make sure you have completed the permission form and you send the children on the 18
th
 

with their snack and lunch that will be put in a class basket and taken with them on the bus.  
 
DADS MATES BREAKFAST 
A reminder…….students of Tecoma Primary School are invited next Monday to bring their dad, 
grandfather, uncle or significant person in their life to have a delicious breakfast.  
In answering a question we always receive; yes of course if dad can’t make it, mum can come 
instead! 
Breakfast served from 7.30am onwards.  
Hope to see you there. 
 
PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE 
The Premiers Reading Challenge is now closed. I hope you managed to get those last minute 
books onto the system before it closed. 
 
RESILIENCY ROBBERS  
By Parenting Educator, Michael Grose  
All parents have the best of intentions when raising kids. Wanting what is best for kids can cause 
parents to make decisions that are not always in their (children’s) long-term best interests.  
If you buy the line that the promotion of resilience is in the best interests of kids then check out 
the following common parenting mistakes that reduce children’s resilience.  
 
Robber # 1:  
Fight all their battles for them  
Nothing wrong with going into bat when kids struggle or meet with difficulty inside or outside 
school but make sure this is the last resort, not the first option.  
Resilience notion # 1: Give kids the opportunity to develop their own resourcefulness.  
 
Robber # 2:  
Make their problem, your problem  
Sometimes parents can take too much responsibility for issues that are really up to children to 
work out or decide. Here’s a clue if you are wondering what I am talking about: a jumper is    
something a mother puts on her son when she is cold!  
Resilience notion # 2: Make their problem, their problem.  



Robber # 3:  
Give kids too much voice  
In this era of giving children a voice it is easy to go overboard and allow them too much of a say 
in what happens to them. Kids often take the easy option to avoid hard or unpleasant situations.  
Resilience notion # 3: Make decisions for kids and expect them to adjust and cope.  
 
Robber # 4:  
Put unrealistic or relentless pressure on kids to perform  
Expectations about success and achievement are important. Too low and kids will meet them. 
Too high and kids can give up. Too much and kids can experience anxiety.  
Resilience notion # 4: Keep expectations in line with children ’s abilities and don’t put        
excessive pressure on them.  
 
Robber # 5:  
Let kids give in too easily  
Resilient learners link success with effort. They don’t give up because they don’t like a teacher or 
when confronted with multi-step or more complex activities. Similarly, they don’t bail out of a 
sporting term half way through the season because the team is not winning or they are not       
enjoying it.  
Resilience notion # 5: Encourage kids to complete what they have started even if the      
results aren’t perfect.  
 
Robber # 6:  
Neglect to develop independence  
Don’t wait until they are teenagers to develop the skills of independent living. Start early and   
promote a broad skill set so that they can look after themselves if you are not around.  
Resilience notion # 6: Don’t routinely do for kids what they can do for themselves.  
 
Robber # 7:  
Rescue kids from challenging or stretch situations  
There are many times kids are put in situations that are outside their comfort zones for a time. 
For instance, giving a talk, singing at the school concert or going on school camp may be      
challenges for some kids. They are all situations that kids usually cope with so show your       
confidence in them and skill them up rather than opt for avoidance.  
Resilience notion # 7: Overcoming challenges enables kids to grow and improve.  
Sometimes the manageable hardships that children experience such as a friend moving away, 
not being invited to a party or completing a difficult school project are fabulous learning            
opportunities. They help kids to stretch and grow. Dealing with them effectively also teaches kids 
that they are capable of coping when they meet some of life’s curve balls. And that is a huge    
lesson to learn at any age. 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards 
 Congratulated the grade 5 children, parents and staff on a great camp last week. 
 Reminded everyone of the Dads/Mates breakfast next week. 

 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 







READING ROOM HELPERS 
NEEDED 

The Reading Room is in need of 2 
permanent helpers on Wednesday 
mornings starting next term. If you are 
available to help out, please see Abbey or 
swing by the school office. Thanks! 

WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
FREE DENTAL SCREENINGS AT SCHOOL FOR SCHOOL STUDENTS 
 
The Australian government has an initiative for schools to    
have access to mobile Dental clinic services. 
 
Aussie Mobile Dental Clinics will be offering free dental   
screenings to children at our school in early November. 
 
The dental screening is free of charge for eligible students and provides benefits for the child for 
basic dental services that includes: 
 
• Dental examination 
• Dental X-rays 
• Preventive Oral Care, such as oral hygiene assistance, cleaning of teeth and the          
 application of fluoride to the teeth. 
 
This service is provided under the Child Dental Benefits Scheme of the Australian Government. 
 
Early detection of decay and other dental disease is vital in preventing bigger, more painful and 
expensive problems in the future. Left untreated, dental disease is progressive and will result in 
greater discomfort and is likely to lead to permanent problems, such as tooth loss or lasting pain. 
 
If you would like your child to undertake a free dental screening at school, please sign and return 
the consent form, which will be coming home tonight with your child, to the school office by   
September 22

nd
, the last day of this term. 

 
FOOTY DAY 

 
Even though, as far as I am concerned, the footy season is over (as there are 
no Kangaroos in the finals), the season is not over yet, especially not here at 
Tecoma.  On Friday, 22

nd
 September we are celebrating the end of the footy 

season with our annual Footy Day.  Make sure your children all come in their 
favourite footy colours…jumpers, scarves, hats, and get into the spirit of the 
day.   
Also, make sure you get your pie orders in by the due date, which is Monday 
11

th
 September…as no late orders can be accepted. 

 
Have a lovely week 
(Dare I say it…go the Tigers!!!) 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 

“Every person is defined by the communities they belong to.” ~ Orson Scott Card 



OFFICE NEWS  

 Footy Day Order Forms are due back next Tuesday, 12th September 

 Term 3 Levies have gone out and the costs are as follows: 

  Prep  $15 
  Grade 1/2 $22 
  Grade 3/4 NO COST 
  Grade 5 $25 
  Grade 6 $10 
 

 Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon 
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone. 

 Please note that our former app Tiqbiz, is now called FlexiBuzz. If you change phones and 
need to add the app, please search under FlexiBuzz. 

Many thanks, 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 

PRODUCTION NEWS 
Show time is fast approaching and it is all coming together nicely. 
 
On Tuesday we had Photos taken in costume and they looked terrific.                
Unfortunately there were a few children who had forgotten to bring their costumes 
or are still yet to finalise their costumes. They were still in the class photos but we 
had to be creative to include them. 
 
If you have any questions about costumes please do not hesitate to ask me. You 
will find me in the Library Monday - Thursday. 
 
You should have received a DVD order form and there will be photo order forms 
available soon. 
 
Information regarding times for children to be at the theatre on performance nights, 
make up requirements etc., will be coming home soon.  
 
Thanking you in advance for your support. 
 
Sally Connell. 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Alayna A Thank you for always putting in so much effort with your class work 
Alayna. You take your time and always try your best when it comes to 

challenging work.  
Keep it up Alayna. You are a star! :-). 

Prep S Shiloh H Shiloh put in his absolute best effort when completing a writing task this 
week. He worked independently and used persistence when spelling his 

words. Congratulations Shiloh, keep up the fantastic effort! 

Prep W Nate S Congratulations Nate for using your best manners and listening skills 
when sitting on the learning floor last Tuesday afternoon. You showed 
respect for the teacher and your classmates and put in your best effort!  

Prep W Austin L Austin has been trying really hard to improve his handwriting during 
writing lessons each day. This week he has put in a huge effort with using 

finger spaces and correct sizing of letters. Congratulations Austin, keep up 
the excellent work!  

1R Lucy H Lucy every week you are so enthusiastic during production rehearsals. You 
remember all of the moves and sing loudly, with a big smile on your face.  

I cannot wait to see you on opening  night! 

2C Caleb Y Caleb is a kind and caring member of our class who is always trying his 
personal best. He consistently thinks of others and is a wonderful friend to 

everyone in our class. Everyday Caleb completes his work to a high 
standard. We are very lucky to have you in 2C Caleb! 

2N Sophie W For your smooth transition into our year 2 class. Sophie you are doing 
very well, also with learning the Victorian modern cursive script. It is great 

to have you back again from Oman.  

2R Sam C Sam, you ALWAYS put your best effort into all of your school tasks. I love 
seeing your beautifully detailed illustrations and the creative poems you 

have written this term. You are AMAZING! 
5G Ronan C Ronan’s enthusiasm for bike riding was evident while at Camp Maldon.  He 

continued to ride long after everyone had stopped and he was focussed on 
his goal to beat the leader. Ronan’s endurance was commendable and 

reflective of his attitude towards sport. Well done Ronan! 
5G Ryan W Ryan was keen to participate in all activities at Camp Maldon and he did so 

with a big smile on his face.  Ryan displayed his personal best when bike 
riding, following the road rules and listening carefully to instructions.  He 

certainly achieved his goals during his time at camp!  Well done Ryan! 

6F Casper G Casper, I love how you always try your personal best in everything you 
accomplish in class. I was blown away with your wonderful attitude 

towards algebra last week and your ability to push your understanding 
further. Well done! 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

6L Ella B Ella is a very thoughtful and helpful girl who takes her learning seriously. 
She is honest, reliable and puts a great deal of thought and effort into 

everything she does. It is truly a pleasure to have you in my grade. 

6L Gingerlily F Ginger put a lot of thought and effort into her camp recount. She scripted 
and videoed her recount ensuring she included some key facts, 

information and some humour too.  
Keep up the great work. 







Tecoma Primary School Parent Network are excited to announce another   
social event has been booked…MINUTE TO WIN IT 

 
Are you cool, calm and skilful enough to complete these challenges in under 60 seconds? 
Each challenge uses household items like tissues, spoons, plastic cups and straws and 
whilst they seem easy you will be surprised how the audience gets going as the official 
clock ticks down. Challenges only get tougher as the game show continues and teams 
will need to strategically plan which contestants they will save for last as everyone must 
have a go! You will be sitting on the edge of your chair right up until the end as teams  
battle it out in this suspense filled entertaining event. 
 
Saturday 21st October @ 7pm 
 
TABLES OF 10 - $20 PER TICKET 
Each table will be allocated a team colour - Dressing in that colour is also encouraged!! 
 
Tickets on Sale NOW in the office….if you missed Bogan Bingo in 2016 - whatever you do 
don’t miss this event.  





Thank you to everyone who has been collecting Earn & Learn stickers. 
We are halfway through the campaign and our sticker pile is building 
up!  

Please remember to keep collecting!   

Ask all your family members to collect for us too - the more stickers we 
get the more prizes we can buy. Remember if you don't have a sticker sheet you 
can pop the stickers straight into any of our school's boxes at Belgrave & Ferntree 
Gully Woolworths or in the office foyer. Each sheet only holds 60 stickers so if you 
have more please pop them on a new sheet or straight into the box. If there are 
more than 60 stickers on the sheet they will be invalid. Thanks again for all of your 
help. 






