TECOMA TIMES
Tecoma Primary School Newsletter
1536 Burwood Highway,

Principal : Rohan Thompson

Tecoma VIC 3160

Assistant Principal: Di Double

Tel: 9754 2354 Fax: 9754 2049
Email: tecoma.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: www.tecomaps.vic.edu.au

13th September, 2018

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

DATES TO
REMEMBER
SEPTEMBER
Friday 21st
FOOTY DAY
Last Day of Term 3
School Finishes 2:30pm

OCTOBER
Monday 8th
Term 1 Begins
Tuesday 9th
Grade 4 Woolworths
Fresh Food Discovery
Tour Excursion
Wednesday 10th
Divisional Athletics @
Knox Track
(participating students
only)
Thursday 11th
Grade 3 Woolworths
Fresh Food Discovery
Tour Excursion
Friday 12th
Whole School Swimming
Wednesday 17th
STEP INTO PREP

PLANNING WEEK
This week has been planning week and the teachers have met in
teams to plan for Term 4. It is amazing to find that we are so close to
the end of the year. Term 4 is very important and teachers will be
organising revision of concepts covered to make sure that they have
been clearly understood and organising the next level of work to be
presented to the students. Our whole school topic is “Courage”.
PARENT SOCIAL/TRIVIA NIGHT (see flyer below)
Bookings will open Monday for tables for the school Trivia Night, our
parent social night for the year.
If you want to be part of it, can you please let the office know and we
will simply place your name on a table. Alternatively, you can also
place your name on the list of tables just near the office window.
The theme for this year is Halloween which is an easy one to get
costumes and accessories for at that time of year with Arthur Daleys
and Aldi always coming out with their range of items.
Date and time: Saturday 27th October @ 7pm
TABLES OF 10 - $20 PER TICKET
ARE YOU OK? DAY (THURSDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER)
Something we're never too young to learn is that asking "are you
ok?" can make a difference!
Staying connected and having meaningful conversations is
something we can all do. You don't need to be an expert - just a
great mate and a good listener. So, if you notice someone who
might be struggling - start a conversation.
We know that suicide prevention is an enormously complex and
sensitive challenge the world over. But we also know that some of
the world’s smartest people have been working tirelessly and
developed credible theories that suggest there’s power in that
simplest of questions - “Are you ok?”
Got a niggling feeling that someone you know or care about isn’t
behaving as they normally would? Perhaps they seem out of sorts?
More agitated or withdrawn? Or they’re just not themselves. Trust
that gut instinct and act on it.
Ask them- are you ok?

By starting a conversation and commenting on the changes you’ve noticed, you could help that
family member, friend or workmate open up. If they say they are not ok, you can follow up the
conversation to show them they’re supported and help them find strategies to better manage the
load. If they are ok, that person will know you’re someone who cares enough to ask.
Lets inspire everyone to ask each other about the stuff that really matters and be there for one
another when life gets a bit tough or stressful.
So it would be great if everyone spreads the word today, promote the day and ask SOMEONE,
ARE YOU OK?
FOOTY COLOURS DAY
As is the case every year at this time, we are having a footy/team colours day on the last day of
term, where we encourage everyone to wear the colours of their favourite sporting team for a
gold coin donation. All proceeds will go towards State Schools' Relief which may cover the cost
of new school uniforms, shoes, books and more to assist families in need in Victoria. We have
organised for the children to have a tabloid footy day followed by a footy parade. The parade will
take place in the school gym or if we have nice weather, the top basketball court. This is a great
community event and we encourage everyone to attend and partake in the fun! This year, we will
do a Sushi lunch from Sushi Express in Belgrave. Order forms went home yesterday and need to
be back by 4pm Wednesday - we will not be able to take orders after this date.
LAST DAY OF TERM
Please be advised that school will be finishing early on Friday 21 st September. The timetable for
the final day of term is as follows:
9:00am
10:00am
11:00am
11.30am
12.30pm
1.00pm
1:10pm
2:15pm
2:30pm

Classes as per normal
Junior Football Tabloid Sports
RECESS
Senior Football Tabloid Sports
Football Parade
Footy Day Lunch
LUNCH PLAY
End of Term assembly
Dismissal

PLANNING FOR 2019
If your child/ren will not be at Tecoma PS in 2019, please send written notification to the office as
soon as possible. If you know of someone moving into the area and are yet to apply for
enrolment, please encourage them to contact the office immediately.
SPRING AND SUNSMART
While I’m always encouraging children to spend more time outside, exposure to sunlight is the
main cause of melanoma and a cause of skin cancer. Acknowledging Australia has the world’s
highest incidence of melanoma our School Council policy is for students to be sunsmart from the
start of spring. As a Sunsmart school we expect our students to wear a hat between September
1st and April 30th each year; having reminded children to dust off their Sunsmart school hats so
they are ready to be worn from Monday onwards to protect against UV and the sun. So please
remind them to slap on a hat!
PUNCTUALITY STAR
Congratulations Caleb J in 5G for being this weeks Punctuality Star! Caleb was here at 9 o’clock
when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Caleb.

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE:




Handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards
Thanked our staff who came along on Friday night to help with the children’s Disco
Heard some wonderful weekend achievements involving football, cheerleading, swimming
and dance

See you around the school.
Rohan Thompson

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S.
PRIVATE TUTORS

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments
Jordan Scotney
0408 881 395
Guitar
Juan Aravena

0402 688 836

Piano
Amanda Collins

0478 166 709

Violin
Lore Burns

0431 224 262

UNIFORM SHOP
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following days:
Tuesday Morning

8:45am to 9:15am

Wednesday Afternoon

3:15pm to 3:45pm

Second Hand Books
Grade 3M are collecting second hand books for Tecoma Primary School’s Fete
in Term 4. We would love donations of children’s storybooks and novels,
adolescent or adult novels, both fiction and non-fiction. If you are cleaning out
a bookshelf or child’s room at home, we would love to receive your
preloved books.
Please drop books off at Mrs Griffiths’ classroom or at the Office.
Thank you!

VENUE: TECOMA PRIMARY SCHOOL HALL
TICKETS AVAILABLE ON MONDAY

Words from Mrs Double
WELL…WHAT A BUSY TERM!
Well it is hard to believe that another term has almost come to an end!
Reflecting on all that we have done it is no wonder that we are all a little weary and looking
forward to the holiday break.
As well as all the reading, writing, spelling, maths and integrated work which we have done, we
have also been busy doing so much more!
The Prep team and specialist staff have been very busy running our fortnightly Step into Prep
sessions to help our 2019 Preps (and their parents) transition into school life.
The Prep students have had their RACV Traffic Incursion, celebrated 100 Days of Preps, and
learnt such a lot about Road Safety and transport during their Integrated Unit this term.

The grade 1 and 2 students took a ‘step back in time’, both in their classrooms and with their visit
to Old Gipps Town.
The year 3 and 4 students took part in Hoop Time, went for a City walk around Melbourne CBD
and delved into finding out about the early explorers of our great land.
The year 4’s also spent a great deal of time over at Tecoma Pre-school and had other visitors
from Tecoma Childcare Centre, getting to know the children who will be coming to our school in
2019.
Grade 5 & 6 students took part in an intensive Bicycle Education program, to ensure they were
all ‘ride ready’ for their future. These students also visited the Immigration Museum, took part in
Senior Hoop Time, found out more about themselves during their Puberty Ed unit and took part
in District Athletics.
Whole school activities included Book Character Day, KidsMatter Day, the ‘Kids Disco’ and our
parent network coordinated the Father’s Day stall and are working diligently behind the scenes,
with our staff, in readiness for our Fete, which is coming up on Election Day.
Choir, aerobics, chess, drawing, library, coding, volleyball and dance continued as extra
curricula activities at lunchtimes, and some students had the opportunity to take part in a Chess
Tournament, a Spelling Competition, ICAS assessments, Premier’s Reading Challenge and the
State School’s Spectacular (which is on this weekend).
With just over a week of this term to go, we will finish this term with our annual Footy Day
(complete with Sushi lunch) which, no matter whether your team is at the top or the bottom of the
ladder, is always a great day!.

Have a great weekend.
Cheers!
Di Double
Quote of the week:
“Parents can only give good advice or put them on the right paths, but the final forming of a
person's character lies in their own hands”. ~ Anne Frank

OFFICE NEWS
SWIMMING - NOTICES WENT HOME LAST WEEK WITH YOUR CHILD/REN
REGARDING THE REMAINING PAYMENT FOR THE SWIMMING PROGRAM
THAT STARTS NEXT TERM. REMAINING COST IS $45. PLEASE MAKE
PAYMENT VIA THE SCHOOL OFFICE, QKR OR DIRECT DEPOSIT. PAYMENT
IS DUE BY THE END OF TERM.
ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent,
please notify the school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day of
their absence.
Many thanks,
Karin, Heather & Anthea
Upwey Girl Guides - vacancies for girls
Do you enjoy having fun with friends, caring for the environment, exploring the outdoors, craft activities or just
want to challenge yourself further.... Get Into Girl Guides! We currently have vacancies for girls aged 5 - 15
years. Come along and try us out, the first 3 weeks are free. For further info contact Margaret Brooks: email
mbrooks@guidesvic.org.au, 0407 042748 or visit www.guidesvic.org.au

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE
Prep C

NAME
Loren T

REASON
Loren gave such detailed answers when she was explaining why she
thought we were looking at a picture of an alien, not a princess. You
are such a wonderful thinker Loren and you express yourself so well. It
is a pleasure to listen to your ideas!

Prep K

Jordan S

Jordan, the Megalodon shark that you made in Reading Groups last
week was awesome! You put in so much effort and detail, especially
trying to write its very long name. Its crazy red eyes and gigantic teeth
were frightening! Great work Jordan :-).

Prep W

Logan V

Logan works so hard to complete writing tasks and always does his
personal best. When writing a recount about the disco, Logan wrote “I
heard screaming in my ears. I saw glowing wristbands”. He worked very
hard to sound these words out and to use finger spaces in his writing.
Go Logan!

Prep Y

James D

James, congratulations on working so hard on your self set goal of
increasing your writing accuracy when forming words and letters. You
have worked so hard to build on your letter construction, using Upper
and Lowercase letters in the correct places within your writing. You
show us all what hard work, dedication to learning and a fantastic
mindset can achieve. Amazing work James!

2L

Phoenix

Phoenix enjoyed our indigenous immersion day last week. She was able
to describe the Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Flags and tell me
what each colour represents. She contributed to our class patchwork
quilt and created an amazing dot painting of a turtle.
Well done Phoenix!

2M

Isobel V

In all that she does, Isobel always gives her very best. She takes on
feedback, puts new ideas into place and seeks that ‘next step’ in her
learning. Isobel is a valued member of our class, treating all others with
respect and understanding.

2N

Ollie O

For being a kind and considerate member of the class and also such a
great help to me and to others in the classroom. When we were using
different subtraction strategies, Ollie completed his work accurately in
close to record time. He was then happy to assist other students and to
help them increase their understanding.
Thank you very much Ollie.

3M

Matilda P

I am so impressed with the way you are approaching your work
Matilda. You listen to advice given during writing conferencing
sessions and you are trying your very best in all of your work.
Keep up your positive attitude Matilda!

4D

Julian S

For displaying wonderful sportsmanship when playing down ball with
his mates. Julian always ensures that his friends are happy inside and
outside of the classroom. Congratulations Julian.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

4D

Woody S

For being respectful and nice to his classmates and teachers. Woody is
truly a wonderful friend to his mates. Congratulations Woody.

4V

Alby L

For his Melbourne city design. Alby, your city was well thought out
and modelled after the Hoddle grid we have been learning about! Your
city had all the buildings needed and was neatly created. It’s wonderful
to see you taking what you’ve been learning and applying it to your
work. Well done, Alby!

4V

Lexie B

For her effort with her Melbourne city creation. Lexie, you stayed
focussed the whole day while you created your city and that helped
you achieve success! Your buildings were neatly made, your city was
ruled and your design was creative. Well done for being so focussed
and putting your best effort in!

5G

Josh U

Josh has shown excellent community spirit this week. He has been
helping around the classroom without any prompts and even
reorganised the yellow laptops. Josh collaborated with Oscar to collect
computers, reorganise cables, make sure all laptops were in the correct
number order and plugged in everything nicely. This set an excellent
precedent for future class conduct around computers and has
demonstrated how to work as a team for the benefit of everyone.
Thank you Josh!

5G

Oscar S

Oscar’s organisational skills never cease to amaze me. He really stepped
it up this week when he sorted out the laptops without me asking.
Oscar worked with Josh to collect computers, reorganise cables, make
sure all laptops were in the correct number order and plugged in
everything nicely. This set an excellent precedent for future class
conduct around computers and has demonstrated how to work as a
team. Thank you Oscar!

6F

ALL of 6F

Thank you for a fantastic term 6F. You have all worked hard, showed
real determination and a growth mindset through unknown topics,
multiple projects and many activities that took you out of the
classroom. I have loved watching you all grow as people, taking care of
each other and making each other responsible for your own learning.
Congratulations—be exceptional in the last week and see you in Term 4!

Tecoma - District Athletics Champions
The Sherbrooke District Athletics Carnival was Thursday 6th September at Knox Athletics Track
and was a great success. We had a strong team of 55 students representing Tecoma very
proudly.
Students from our school participated in a variety of athletics events including long jump, triple
jump, high jump, 100m, 200m, 800m, 1500m, discus, hurdles and shot put. All our competitors
tried their best in their respective events and achieved really great results. Tecoma placed

2nd overall.

Competitors who placed 1st or 2nd in their event/s have now qualified for Divisional Athletics on
Wednesday 10th October 2018.
The team spirit was high throughout the day. There was constant cheering flowing from the
students and parents from Tecoma. All students who attended were well behaved and did a
fantastic job representing our school. At times the day threw at our athletes some challenging
weather with windy conditions. Congratulations to all athletes on a great day!
Good luck to our students attending Divisionals. I would also like to thank Marnie Martin,
Rachelle Hayes, Yolanta Tingay and Violetta Stoppel for all their help on the day and many other
parents who came along to cheer our fantastic team.

Inter School Sports Parent Helpers for Next Term
If any parents are able to help out our grade 5/6 Summer Interschool Sports on Tuesday 16 th
October. We would love to have your assistance with our Interschool Sport Carnival which is
held at several venues throughout our district. We require parents who can help out with
coaching or scoring on the day. You don’t need to be an expert to help out.
The sports we will be participating in this sports carnival are:
Sport
T20 Blast Cricket
Basketball (Girls/Boys)
Softball
Volleyball
Volleystars
Hotshots Tennis

Venue
Knox Park, Knoxfield (TBC)
Dandenong Basketball Stadium
Gilbert’s Park, Knoxfield
Tecoma PS
Belgrave South PS (TBC)
Knox Regional Netball Centre

If you are able to assist on the day can you please fill in the form below and return it to your
child’s classroom teachers.
I _________________________ can help with the Sherbrooke Summer Interschool Sports.
The Sport that I am able to offer assistance with is:
Basketball (boys/ girls)
T 20 Blast Cricket (mixed)
Volleyball (boys/ girls)
Hot Shots Tennis (mixed)
Volleystars (mixed)

Please Circle
Coach / Score
Coach / Score/ Umpiring
Coach / Score/ Umpiring
Coach / Score
Coach / Score/ Umpiring

Child’s Name:______________________________ Grade:________
Yes I have a current Working with Children Check and have signed the Tecoma
P.S. Safety Code of Contact.
Sign: ________________________________________________

