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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Friday 7th 
SCHOOL DISCO 

 
Mon 10th to Fri 14th 
Bike Ed - Grade 6’s 

 
Wednesday 12th 
STEP INTO PREP 

JAPANESE 
 

Friday 21st 
FOOTY DAY 

Last Day of Term 3 
School Finishes 2:30pm 

OCTOBER 
 

Monday 8th 
Term 1 Begins 

 
Wednesday 10th 

Divisional Athletics @ 
Knox Track 

(participating students 
only) 

 
Friday 12th 

Whole School Swimming 
 

Wednesday 17th 
STEP INTO PREP 

SCIENCE 

NAPLAN RESULTS 
The 2018 National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) results for Year 3 and 5 students have been sent home 
today. The results of the NAPLAN tests provide diagnostic 
information for parents and teachers about a child’s performance in 
Literacy and Numeracy. This information is used to support our 
teaching and learning programs and improve student achievement. 
Please remember that the NAPLAN tests are just a ‘snapshot’ of 
student performance and are conducted under test conditions within 
short timelines in May. Parents are encouraged to contact their 
child’s teacher should they have any questions about the results.  
 
TECOMA FAMILY BREAKFAST 
Somehow we have done it again….good weather for our family 
breakfast. In what was a lovely Monday morning, it was great to see 
so many of our families here, coming up for breakfast, having a kick 
of the footy, having a photo at the superhero wall, seeing our art on 
display and completing the treasure hunt.  It also coincided 
beautifully with the R.D.O. for the building sector and Father’s Day 
just gone. 
Bacon, eggs and cereal were a great hit.  
Thank you to all of our school staff, who were planning for and 
ordering food for the past week and who arrived between 6.30am 
and 7.00am to make sure all was ready. We have a very dedicated 
team at Tecoma who continually put in above and beyond and I 
know it was appreciated by all on Monday morning. 
 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
A few weeks ago, 100 randomly selected families received a letter 
asking them to participate in the 2018 Parent Opinion Survey.  
 
We wish to thank, in advance, parents who have already or will be 
completing this survey in the next few weeks.  Last week, we were 
notified by the Department of Education that the closing date for the 
online Parent Opinion Survey had been extended to Sunday 2 
September 2018. We have now been informed it has been extended 
again to Sunday 9 September 2018. Perhaps they have found the 
response rate to the online version has not been as strong as the 
old paper copy? 
 



PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge is now closed. I hope you managed to get those last minute 
books onto the system before it closed. It looks like we have 43 children who have met the    
challenge. Keep a look out in our newsletter advertising for when we will hand out the certificates 
at assembly. 
 
FOOTY COLOURS DAY 
As is the case every year at this time, we are having a footy/team colours day on the last day of 
term where we encourage everyone to wear the colours of their favourite sporting team for a gold 
coin donation. All proceeds will go towards State Schools' Relief which may cover the cost of new 
school uniforms, shoes, books and more to assist families in need in Victoria. We have organised 
for the children to have a tabloid footy day followed by a footy parade. The parade will take place 
in the school gym or if we have nice weather, the top basketball court. This is a great community 
event and we encourage everyone to attend and partake in the fun! This year, we will do a Sushi 
lunch from Sushi Express in Belgrave. Watch out for the ordering notice coming home in the next 
few days. 
 
LAST DAY OF TERM 
Please be advised that school will be finishing early on Friday 21

st
  September.                        

The timetable for the final day of term is as follows: 
 
9:00am  Classes as per normal 
10:00am  Junior Football Tabloid Sports 
11:00am   RECESS 
11:30am  Senior Football Tabloid Sports 
12:30pm  Football Parade  
1:00pm  Footy Day Lunch  
1:10pm  LUNCH PLAY 
2:15pm  End of Term assembly 
2:30pm  Dismissal 
 
PLANNING FOR 2019 
If your child/ren will not be at Tecoma PS in 2019, please send written notification to the office as 
soon as possible. If you know of someone moving into the area and are yet to apply for             
enrolment, please encourage them to contact the office immediately.   
 
SPRING AND SUNSMART 
While I’m always encouraging children to spend more time outside, exposure to sunlight is the 
main cause of melanoma and a cause of skin cancer. Acknowledging Australia has the worlds 
highest incidence of melanoma, our School Council policy is for students to be Sunsmart from the 
start of spring. As a Sunsmart school we expect our students to wear a hat between September 
1st and April 30th each year; having reminded children to dust off their Sunsmart school hats so 
they are ready to be worn from Monday onwards to protect against UV and the sun. So please 
remind them to pop on a hat! 
 
RESILIENCE 
Whether it be sitting NAPLAN, performing on stage, playing in a grand final or attending school, 
all can be considered ‘tests’ of resilience. 
I would like to share an article from Parenting Ideas I recently read. For your consideration, the 
following are five skill sets that researchers believe contribute massively to overall student      
success and contentedness at school. Part developmental and part environmental, it seems they 
should be recognised and encouraged: 
 
Friendship skills: The ability to get along with others is hugely important for children. Those     
students with a strong set of friendship skills are easy to like, easy to relate to and easy to play 
with. The skills they possess include knowing how to win and lose well, how to approach others 
to join in a group and how to lead rather than boss. 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/


Organisational skills: The ability to organise your time, your space, your items and other aspects 
of your life is a massive plus for any student. The best way to help children who are                   
organisationally challenged is to introduce them to systems and processes to help them organise 
themselves.  
 
Optimism skills: It may seem strange to see optimism as a skill set, but as leading psychologist 
Professor Martin Seligman discovered through his research, optimism can be taught. The skills of 
optimism include being aware of self-talk, reframing negative events into positive events and the 
practice of perspective-taking. 
 
Coping skills: Kids will generally face a number of challenges during the course of their school 
lives including overcoming the disappointment of not being picked on a team, working their way 
through difficult learning situations and dealing with rejection. The impact of these challenges will 
depend on each kid’s own spirit, the support they receive and their coping skills. The good news 
is that coping skills can be taught or, at the very least, encouraged if adults know what to focus 
on. Coping strategies include parking problems for a while, normalising difficult situations and  
accepting and moving on. 
 
Relaxation skills: The ability to relax and get away from it all is vital for the maintenance of mental 
health, which in turn affects a student’s ability to perform. Many of today’s kids live with pressure. 
The ability to relax and unwind is paramount to your child’s school success. Relaxation          
techniques include mindfulness and meditation, participating in hobbies and enjoying creative 
pursuits. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Welcomed all of our families who attended the breakfast and thanked our wonderful staff 

who were there so early preparing for the breakfast 
 Handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards 
 Handed out some great results in the ICAS Spelling competition 
 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements including the Belgrave under 12 girls team 

winning the grand final……despite not kicking a goal! 
 

See you around the school. 
 

Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

Second Hand Books 
 

Grade 3M are collecting second hand books for Tecoma Primary School’s Fete 
in Term 4. We would love donations of children’s storybooks and novels,        

adolescent or adult novels, both fiction and non-fiction. If you are cleaning out 
a bookshelf or child’s room at home, we would love to receive your                

preloved books. 

Please drop books off at Mrs Griffiths’ classroom or at the Office. 

Thank you! 







Words from Mrs Double  

HATS! HATS! HATS! 
Don’t forget, as of 1

st
 September every child needs to be wearing their wide brimmed Sunsmart 

school hats. Please ensure your child is set, ready to go, with their hat from now until the end of 
the year. Because September snuck up on us, we have given the students one week’s grace, to 
find their hats. 
From next week all students will need to be wearing their Sunsmart school hats, when they are 
outside at school or during school events. 
 
Below is a copy of our Sunsmart Policy outlining the importance of ensuring all our kids are 
wearing hats and staying Sunsmart: 
 

PURPOSE 
 
Over exposure to the sun’s Ultraviolet Radiation (UV) presents a serious health risk, in the form 
of sunburn, skin and eye damage and skin cancer. Sun exposure in the first 10 years of life is a 
major factor in determining future skin cancer risk. We also know that too little exposure to UV 
from the sun can lead to a low vitamin D level. Vitamin D is essential for healthy bones and  
muscles and for general health. Students must therefore be educated as to the need for a      
balance of UV exposure and the need for suitable sun protection. 
 
SCOPE 
 
This policy applies to all students and staff at Tecoma Primary School.  
 
POLICY 
 
At Tecoma Primary School we understand the importance of protecting our students and staff 
from the effects of Ultraviolet Rays. Through our Sunsmart Policy we aim to: 
 
 ensure all students and staff have some UV exposure for vitamin D 
 educate the entire school community as to suitable SunSmart protection strategies 
 work towards a safe school environment that provides shade for students, staff                

and the school community 
 educate students to be responsible for their own sun protection 
 ensure that families and new staff are informed of the school’s SunSmart policy 
 
GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
 
This policy is to be read as part of our Student Dress Code. 
 
Children will be required to wear Cancer Council approved close-weave broad brimmed or  
bucket hats from September to the end of April, whenever they are outside. They will also be  
required to wear school uniform, consisting of a polo top, with elbow length sleeves or a long 
sleeved high necked top. 
 
Staff will act as role models by also wearing sun protective hats and clothing when outside. 
 
Children without broad brimmed hats and covering clothing will be restricted in their play and will 
be required to sit in a designated shaded area. 

TECOMA PRIMARY SCHOOL 

SUNSMART POLICY 



Staff are encouraged to access the SunSmart UV Alert on the Tecoma Website, as well as being 
advised of the UV level in the Daily Staff Bulletin, to assist with the implementation of this policy. 

 
We use a combination of sun protection measures for all outdoor activities from September to 
the end of April, and whenever UV levels reach 3 and above (the level that can damage skin and 
eyes). 
 
Children will be actively encouraged to wear a broad-spectrum water resistant sunscreen 
(SPF30+).  Sunscreen will be supplied by parents and applied by students according to the  
manufacturer’s directions, under the supervision of teachers. Strategies are in place to remind 
students to apply sunscreen before going outdoors (eg reminder notices). 
 
Whenever possible, outside activities on hot days should be scheduled before 11:00am. 
 
The school council will make sure there are sufficient shade structures for students as           
practicable; particularly over high density play areas such as sand pits and play equipment. 
 
The school will ensure that school uniform broad brimmed hats are available for purchase from 
the uniform store. 
 
The school newsletter, website and school assemblies will be used to highlight and reinforce 
SunSmart behaviour. 
 
Programs on skin cancer prevention and vitamin D form part of the Health and Physical          
Education curriculum at all year levels. 
 
Our school will annually seek membership as a SunSmart school with the Cancer Council of  
Victoria. 
 
REVIEW CYCLE 
 
This policy was last updated on 8

th
 September, 2017, and is scheduled for review in           

August, 2020. 
 
FOOTY DAY 

 
Even though, as far as I am concerned, the footy season is over (as there are 
no Kangaroos in the finals), the season is not over yet, especially not here at 
Tecoma.  On Friday, 21

st
 September we are celebrating the end of the footy 

season with our annual Footy Day.  Make sure your children all come in their 
favourite footy colours…jumpers, scarves, hats, and get into the spirit of the 
day.   
 
 

Have a lovely week 
(Dare I say it…go the Tigers!!!) 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
“Every person is defined by the communities they belong to.” ~ Orson Scott Card 
 
 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

OFFICE NEWS  

 

SWIMMING - NOTICES HAVE GONE HOME TODAY WITH YOUR CHILD/REN            
REGARDING THE REMAINING PAYMENT FOR THE SWIMMING PROGRAM 
THAT STARTS NEXT TERM. REMAINING COST IS $45. PLEASE MAKE      
PAYMENT VIA THE SCHOOL OFFICE, QKR OR DIRECT DEPOSIT. 
 
ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the 
school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day of their absence. 
 
Many thanks, 
Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following days: 

Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

OSHC NEWS 

After School Care will be held in the 1/2 Building whilst the Prep, 
Grade 1 & 2 Disco is going on tomorrow, Friday September 7th.  

All children attending After School Care on Friday must be signed 
out of the service before attending the Disco. Unfortunately, we 

are not allowed to walk your child/ren over to the Disco. 

Thank you, OSHC Team 





STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep K Eva H Your caring nature and happy smile is appreciated by every one in the 

Prep room. You always offer a helping hand when people might need it 
and encourage others to try their best. What a wonderful role model 

you are Eva! Keep it up :-). 

Prep W Liam W This week Liam wowed his class with his ability to tell time to the 
quarter hour! The class were all super impressed and seeing your skills 
in action motivated others to have a go at this too. Good work, Liam.  

Prep Y Sequoia A-M Congratulations Sequoia on how far you have come in your writing! 
You are constructing great sentences, that start with capital letters, 

have great finger spaces and end with a full stop. Your writing contains 
really interesting words , making your writing so enjoyable to read! It 

is so wonderful to see that your love of literacy is flowing                 
into your writing! 

1P Amity M For her thoughtfulness and extraordinary kindness of spirit in offering 
some money to a student who needed to buy a Father’s Day present 
for their Dad. Thank you Amity, for being such a caring member of 

our class. 
1R Nash S I was so impressed by Nash this week during our writing session. He 

wrote about getting lost in the jungle “I saw a cheetah and ran so fast I 
could not catch my breath. I ran left then right and then there was 

nowhere left to go”. Fantastic Nash! 

1V Isla Y For your excellent recount of our Gramophone incursion. 
Isla, your recount included three comparisons of ways we listen to 

music now, compared to in the past. You wrote in a clear style, with 
interesting words, I  like your sentence: “We listened to music on a 
gramophone and it sounded crackly”. Keep up the great work Isla! 

2L Ryland T Last week our writing sessions focused on Tightening Tension. Ry read 
over his drafted story adding interesting adverbs and adjectives to make 
his story exciting. After publishing his story he used the Seesaw app to 

take a picture and record his thoughts about his work. I loved your 
story and your explanation. Fantastic work Ry! 

2N Lulu S For being a valuable member of 2N. Lulu participates well in 
discussions and does her best in class. It was also a lovely thought for 

Lulu to make a beautiful Get Well card at home for Miss N. 

3GN Josh B Josh has been quick to grasp and then apply the x5 strategy. He can 
explain the strategy and retrieve the answers automatically.            

Great job Josh! 

3M Ben L-K Our class has thoroughly enjoyed the education Ben has delivered to us 
about the Melways. His knowledge of the city streets, train stations and 

interesting landmarks has been engaging to listen to.  Thank you Mr 
Melways for sharing your knowledge! 



GRADE NAME REASON 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

3W Imilla S Imilla has been working really well on a reading comprehension project 
about the novel “Victor’s Quest”. She has been able to clearly show her 

understanding of the key ways Victor helped and was helped.  Her 
illustrations are just gorgeous too.  Great job Imilla. 

4D Blake V For letting everyone join in and play with his soccer ball. Well done 
Blake. Keep up the fantastic effort! 

4D Noah N Noah is a kind and caring member of our class. His smile is infectious 
and he is able to spread his happiness and positive nature throughout 

the classroom. Congratulations Noah.  

4V Tahlia E For using more strategies in her writing. Tahlia, you have grown as a 
writer. You are beginning your stories with more excitement and 

adding more detail into your writing. Your stories are making me want 
to read more! Fantastic work, Tahlia! 

4V Caitlin W For the drawing of her quiet, thoughtful place as a strategy to calm 
emotions. Caitlin, your drawing was creative and neatly presented. It 

gave us a really good visual of what your quiet, thoughtful place looks 
like, and already makes the viewer feel calmer as they look at the forest. 

Beautiful work, Caitlin! 

5G ALL 
STUDENTS 

IN 5G 

A big congratulations to 5G on the outstanding teamwork, 
cooperation and community spirit they showed in an action-packed 
week last week. I was so proud to see everyone working together in 
their scavenger hunt to follow directions, solve puzzles and find grid 

references. Your effort and engagement was incredible. On top of that 
all of 5G tried their absolute best during Bike Ed and showed a great 
growth mindset by never giving up and learning from mistakes. Well 

done! You are all amazing and caring individuals! 

5R Denver M Congratulations, Denver, on the amazing effort you have put into Bike 
Ed this week. You listen intently to instructions, and follow all 

directions you are given. You have been an incredible role model for 
all of Grade 5. Well done! 

6M Aiden C Aiden worked tremendously hard in class and at home on his Science 
Project. Aiden your presentation on the day was brilliant, you were 
able to explain the science behind your experiment and the different 
ways in which you could conduct it. Your display on the night was 

engaging and full of information. Well done!  

JAPANESE Emily D Emily-san (Miss. Emily) has been putting a lot of effort into practising 
new phrases in Japanese and writing Hiragana letters by making the 
most of her free time after completing tasks during Japanese class.  

Keep up the good work!!!  












