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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

DATES TO
REMEMBER
OCTOBER
Friday 26th
Whole School Swimming
MOVIE NIGHT
Cybersafety for Parents
Info Session
Saturday 27th
PFA Social/Trivia Night
Wednesday 31st
STEP INTO PREP
BUDDIES

NOVEMBER
Friday 2nd
Curriculum Day
NO STUDENTS
Tuesday 6th
MELBOURNE CUP
PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Thursday 8th
HMAS Castlemaine
Grade 5 Excursion
Friday 9th
Whole School Swimming

SCHOOL FETE
We are down to the last 4 weeks of preparation for our School Fete
on Election Day, Saturday November 24.
Class reps have been working away behind the scenes preparing
each classes stall. You will either be contacted or have been
contacted for assistance, whether it be to assist with preparation or
work on the stall on the day. Many hands make light work so we
would love any assistance that you can provide.
CLASS PLACEMENT 2019
Thank you to the parents who have taken the time to write to me
regarding information or concerns they may have over their child’s
class placement for 2019. You have 1 week before the closing date
on Thursday November 1 at 4pm.
PUPIL FREE DAY
Final reminder, Friday November 2, the Friday prior to the
Melbourne Cup public holiday, will be a pupil free day. No children
will be at school that day as staff will be working on their Digital
Technologies skills through a literacy lens. Please lock this date in
your calendar.
TERM 4 IS A SUN SMART TERM
Parents and children are reminded that this term children must wear
school sun smart hats every day during recess and lunch breaks
and on school excursions. There are still a few students that are
having to stay under cover as they don’t have their hats. If they don’t
have a school hat, can you please arrange purchasing one through
our uniform shop in the administration building.
UPDATE CONTACT DETAILS
With fire season fast approaching it is a good time to remind our
families to ensure that all your details are up to date at the school. If
you have changed address, got a new phone number or have a new
alternative contact please pass the details to the office (hand written
note, flexi buzz or email) so that we are able to contact you if/when
required.

REMEMBRANCE DAY
On Friday, 9th November students and staff will commemorate Remembrance Day
which is a significant day in Australia. Remembrance Day commemorates the noble
sacrifices of armed forces and civilians during times of war. At the 11 th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month, one minutes silence is observed across the country to
mark the end of hostilities on the Western front during WW1 after four years of
warfare. Poppies are available from the office with all proceeds going to the RSL.
READING WITH YOUR CHILDREN
An important priority is ensuring that the students understand what they read. Students are
encouraged to read texts which are a ‘good fit’ for them. The importance of understanding
reading is detailed in the Department of Education and Training website. I have included an
excerpt below.
‘Understanding what you read is more than just knowing what each word says – it involves:


Decoding – understanding what the story is about as well as knowing what each letter and
word is. Decoding is about navigating your way through what is actually written (the words,
sentences and paragraphs) as well as what isn’t written (the ideas, feelings, experiences,
theories and knowledge the words are trying to convey).



Making connections between stories and life experiences – something that develops over
time. The stories that your child reads can help them make sense of certain experiences or
feelings that they’ll then be able to draw on in their future reading.



Gaining new insights – thinking about what is being read and seeing how this relates to
everyday life. This is where understanding comes into its own. And this is where the joy of
reading is born. When your child thinks about what they are reading, they can go on
journeys or discover new things about themselves and the world that wouldn’t normally be
available to them.

Reading with understanding means your child needs to know enough words and their meaning
so that they can understand what is important, what caused an event, or why certain things
happened in a story. Thus comprehension involves combining the skill of reading with thinking
and reasoning.
Next time you listen to your child read please take the time to check your child understands what
they are reading.
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE:





handed out some great Student of the Week awards
asked all the children not to play on the new equipment while we get it repaired and also not
to make bases or cubby houses in the shrubs near the recycle and waste bins
Handed out 43 Premiers Reading Challenge Certificates
Heard some wonderful weekend achievements.

See you around the school
Rohan Thompson
Principal

OFFICE NEWS
SWIMMING - Our whole school swimming is on again tomorrow. Students
need to bring along their bathers, goggles, towel & a plastic bag for their wet
things!
LEVIES - Term 4 levies are as follows:
Prep
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3/4
Grade 5
Grade 6

$33
$10
$15
$45
$8
$33

Please make sure you pay your child/ren’s levy before their
excursion/incursion.
ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the
school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day of their absence.
Many thanks,
Karin, Heather & Anthea
The Office Gals

UNIFORM SHOP
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following days:
Tuesday Morning

8:45am to 9:15am

Wednesday Afternoon

3:15pm to 3:45pm

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S.
PRIVATE TUTORS
Drums/Singing/Other Instruments
Jordan Scotney
0408 881 395
Guitar
Juan Aravena

0402 688 836

Piano
Amanda Collins

0478 166 709

Violin
Lore Burns

0431 224 262

5/6 Interschool Volleyball
On Tuesday 23rd October our Tecoma Tornadoes volleyball team went to the
Divisional Volleyball competition at Dandenong Stadium. They were incredible!
Each member of the team was encouraging, kind, honest, fair and showed great
sportsmanship. Everyone banded together, stayed calm and played to their
strengths – working together to get some really good rallies going. I am incredibly
proud of the technical skills all of our volleyballers have developed. They have
worked so hard to do their personal best in this tricky sport, whilst upholding the
Tecoma school values in their conduct on the court. Overall we finished a very
close second and everyone kept their spirits high. Well done Tecoma Tornadoes!

School Sports Victoria Eastern Region Athletics Championships
Congratulations to Hugh V, Ronan C, Zoe P, Merinda F, Shelby H, Lucinda V, Elle D, Allegra C,
Heath JB and Ashley G who all participated in the School Sports Victoria (SSV) Regional
Athletics Carnival on Thursday 18th October at Nunawading Athletics Track. All students
participated to a very high standard and represented Tecoma proudly.
Ronan C placed 2nd in high jump and has now qualified to represent our school at the state
championships on Monday 29th October at Lakeside Stadium Athletics Track. Zoe also had a
podium place of 3rd in long jump.
Well done to all our fabulous athletes and good luck to Ronan
at the state championships.

Go Tecoma!

FRIDAY LUNCH ORDERS
If your child/ren are swimming on Fridays, we suggest that you do
not place a lunch order. Unfortunately, due to the swimming
timetable students are eating at odd times and hot food would not
be very appetizing after sitting out for a while.
Apologies for the inconvenience.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE
Prep C

NAME
Elodie L

REASON
Elodie’s creativity has shone through this week with our word of the
week ‘feather’. She made a beautiful peacock craft and wrote ‘I just saw
a beautiful peacock. I couldn't believe my eyes’. Well done Elodie!

Prep K

Indiana B

I am so proud of how hard you have been working on your Golden
and Blue words this term Indiana. You have blown me away with how
dedicated you are to learning and it is great to hear that you practise
your spelling at home. Well done Indiana!

Prep W

Liam W

Liam, you are working so hard and achieving so many goals at the
moment. Your independence has flourished in Term 4 and you are
definitely ready for Grade One! Awesome work Liam!

Prep Y

Alex T

1P

Zoe J

1R

Taj T

Alex is a valued member of the Prep Y classroom. He has made Miss
Wood feel very welcome and always offers his assistance. He is kind
and polite to his peers and is the first to offer them encouragement.
You will always find Alex helping others with their work or helping
them clean up. Well done on being such a dedicated learner, friend
and peer Alex.
Zoe consistently applies herself to all learning activities in the
classroom. When faced with a challenge, she does her best to have a
go, making the most of the opportunity to extend her knowledge and
skills. Great work Zoe!
Taj has been so enthusiastic about our Integrated topic ‘Under The
Sea’. Over the last three weeks Taj has been actively involved in all our
discussions about animals that live in the ocean. He has shared his
knowledge of fish and sharks, and even brought in a real life seahorse
and sea dragon. It is so great to see you so excited about this topic!

1V

Charlie F

For being a member of our class who has consciously made very
good choices within her friendship groups as well as treating others
with respect, kindness and friendliness! Keep up the great work Charlie!

1V

Sam R

2L

Coco B

For your carefully drawn and incredibly detailed picture of a
megaladon shark tooth. Sam you paid great attention to the
shape and details on the tooth, drawing it perfectly! This shows how
hard you were concentrating during our incursion with Seaweed Sally.
Excellent job Sam!
Coco is always looking out for her friends and fellow class members.
She is helpful and willing to assist me and asks what she can do. She also
works well in a team situation to work out solutions or find answers.
Well done Coco.

2N

Jesse M

For being a positive member of our class who puts in his best effort
during the school day. Even if he finds an activity challenging, he gives
it his best. Keep up the good work Jesse!

3GN

Felix F

Felix does a great job of using a variety of strategies when undertaking
‘mental maths’. He very confidently explains his strategies, which
helps others.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE
3M

NAME
Bailey S

REASON
Bailey’s responsible approach to everything that he does ensures that
our class is organised and ready for action. He checks that the
computers are charged, he is always keen to assist others and he is a
wonderful message courier. You are an absolute star Bailey!

3W

Xavier K

I challenged Xavier to start extending himself with his reading. He has
chosen some great novels to start reading, including ‘The Hobbit’. I’m
looking forward to hearing how much he enjoys the adventure.

3W

Amelia V

After a slow start to the year, Amelia has been on fire lately in the
Times Tables Challenge and has moved up a few levels on the first or
second try. You have worked so hard at it, it’s great to see the
improvement. Well done Amelia.

5G

Griff H

5R

Emily H

Griff consistently shows kindness and respect towards his peers.
Recently, he tidied up a friend’s desk after the home-time bell because
he knew it was table cleaning day. This is just a small example of the
initiative Griff shows every day! He is always honest and often helps
sort out problems between classmates and students in the yard. Griff
will certainly be missed when he leaves for the Gold Coast next week!
Thank you for being such a wonderful person!
We wish you all the best!
I loved the very descriptive way you used ‘Show Don’t Tell’ and similes
to explain why your hair is the best part of you: ‘My hair shimmers in
the sunlight like the ocean, shimmering like a shooting star’.
Well done Emily!

6F

Bonnie J

Bonnie works so hard every day. She cares about her education, asking
clarifying questions, ensuring her bookwork is neat and always
complete and she requests work when she is absent for a few days.
Bonnie, your work ethic, behavior and organisation is to be admired.
Thank you. You are a model student in 6F.

6M

Jed H-S

Jed has impressed me throughout the year, however, his integrity and
respect for me and other students over the past few weeks has been
impressive. Jed has been honest and reliable, presenting as a good
leader and reflective in his approach. Jed you are growing into a
mature, hard working and kind young man and I am so very proud
of you!

6M

Tilly M

Tilly presented herself as mature and responsible at the 5/6 Interschool
Sports. Although our team weren’t basketball players she made sure she
put in her personal best and cheered her team on to keep spirits up.
Well done Tilly, I was proud of your efforts and how you
represented Tecoma Primary School.

