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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
DATES TO
REMEMBER
OCTOBER
Thursday 19th
Family Life Session 1
(Grade 5 & 6)
Friday 20th
School Disco
P-2 4.30pm - 6.00pm
3-6 6.15pm - 7.45pm
Saturday 21st
Minute to Win It Night
7.00 pm
Wednesday 25th
Step into Prep
(Buddies)
Thursday 26th
Family Life Session 2
(Grade 5 & 6)

NOVEMBER
Thursday 2nd
The Great Tecoma
Lapathon
Family Life Session 3
(Grade 5 & 6)
Friday 3rd
CURRICULUM DAY
Pupil Free Day

CLASS PLACEMENT 2018
Thank you to the parents who have taken the time to write regarding
information or concerns they may have over their child’s class
placement for 2018. A reminder, the final date to send a letter to me
on this issue is Thursday November 2.
2018 GRADE STRUCTURE
Our enrolment as of October 16th is 391 students. Our numbers
consist of 191 boys and 200 girls. We are conservatively working on
the figure of 410 (1 less than what we expected) children for our
budgets for 2018.
As it stands at this stage we are looking at the following class
structures for 2018. However this could change if we increase or
decrease numbers so this is not definitive at this stage.
4 by prep - 73 children
3 by grade 1 - 60 children
3 by grade 2 - 61 children
3 by grade 3 - 60 children
2 by grade 4 - 54 children
2 by grade 5 - 50 children
2 by grade 6 - 53 children
Total: 411
PUPIL FREE DAY
A reminder, as talking to some parents in the yard last week, they
weren’t aware despite it being in the newsletter since before the
holidays……Last term at School Council, it was passed that Friday
November 3, the Friday prior to the Melbourne Cup public holiday
Tuesday will be a pupil free day. No children will be at school that
day as staff will be conducting learning walks at other schools.
Please lock this date in your calendar and I will constantly remind
the community through the newsletter. We locked this day in as the
schools we will be visiting are also open on this day but not open on
the Monday prior to the Melbourne Cup.

LAPATHON
At the end of last term, we sent home forms for our Lapathon. The last lapathon we ran was in
2012 where we needed $22,000 to put air conditioning into the grade 1/2 building. We raised this
amount spectacularly, thanks to the hard work and generosity of our community.
We have decided to run it again in 2017 to raise funds for the next stage of our grade 3-6
playground. You will have seen that thanks to our hard working Parent Network, we were able to
complete stage 1. We now need to complete stage 2.
The target as per the fundraising thermometer on our office is $25,000.
If every child was able to raise $63, we will achieve this target.
We also will offer some prizes. The major prize, due the generosity of a grandmother in our
school, is the free use for one week over the Christmas Holiday break of a house in Rye. This will
go to the family that raises the most money per child they have at our school. The house is 2
streets from the beach and is the ideal summer retreat.
The date of the Lapathon is Thursday, November 2. This is the day before the curriculum day on
Friday November 3. We are inviting all community members to come along; mums, dads,
grandparents to cheer the children on…….at the completion of the run, the children will get a free
fruit cup put together by the Parent Network. We will also have a cake stall and a sausage sizzle.
We don’t often run events that are purely about fundraising but this event is………we have that
target and we want to get there!
Sponsorship forms have already gone out, but if you need more, please contact the office.
Thanks for your support!
KIDS DISCO
Tomorrow night is the School disco where nearly 300 children will boogie the afternoon/evening
away.
A reminder that the event runs from:



4:30pm - 6:00pm for Prep-2
6.15pm - 7.45pm for Grades 3-6

MINUTE TO WIN IT
We are all set for over 100 people who have booked a table for the “Minute to Win it” evening.
All tables are now sold which is a great result.
Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm START.
BYO drinks & nibbles.
Gold Coin Slide game & Spin the Lucky Number game - please bring Gold coins to participate.
DRESSING AS YOUR ALLOCATED TABLE COLOUR IS HIGHLY SUGGESTED.
AEROBICS TEAM
Good luck to our aerobics team which is performing in the State Aerobics Championship down at
Geelong over the weekend. They had an excellent dress rehearsal at assembly on Monday.
Good luck girls……and thank you to Miss Kennedy and Mrs Connell for your work with the team
during lunchtimes and over the holidays.
GRADE SIX GRADUATION
Preparations have begun for our Grade Six Graduation on December 20. This will be the third
year we are holding the graduation at Burrinja. We have found this to be very successful and we
were able to accommodate the number of adults that wanted to attend in comparison to previous
venues we have held it at.
Information will be sent home on a regular basis and your children will be kept informed of
developments as they occur. The year six students are also preparing for the next phase of their
education. It is an exciting time for them with many changes occurring as they progress through
to Secondary College. Discuss the transition with your child in a positive way to ensure that the
transition is a smooth one. Should you have any concerns please speak to your child’s teacher at
the school. The DET portal below may also provide some useful information.

IS YOUR CHILD STARTING SECONDARY SCHOOL NEXT YEAR?

Parents of our grade 6 students will tell you that it doesn’t seem that long ago that their child was
starting school. The primary years seem to fly by and our grade sixes are already tho weeks into
their final term of primary school.
Secondary school can be a daunting thought for not only our students but parents as well. There
are many questions, which I’m sure you have, which are not fully answered at information nights
and orientation days.
The Department of Education and Training have developed an informative site, which provides
hints and tips on how to support your child through the transition to secondary school.
During the school term you will receive emails that will include tips, advice and information on
supporting your child to make the transition from primary to secondary school. Recent articles
have included Preparing for next Year, Homework and Stepping up to Secondary School. To
receive articles please subscribe to Beyond Primary at:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/secondary/Pages/bphome.aspx
GOAL SETTING FOR A SUCCESSFUL TERM
Planning ahead is an important skill that can be learnt and further developed at all ages – even
adults! Organisation, at school, means setting a goal to do your best in your school work,
listening carefully to your teacher’s instructions, planning your time so that you are not rushed,
having all your school supplies ready at a neat table, recording your projects and their due dates
and planning when you are going to do your homework so that you have enough time.
Two positive Habits of the Mind that help develop a young person’s organisation include:
Setting Goals - means thinking that setting a goal can help me to be more successful at a task.
Planning My Time - means thinking about how long it will take me to do my school work and
planning enough time to get it done.
Some ideas to help children become more organised and have a more successful term are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

9.

Chunking: Breaking complex tasks into small, manageable steps. For instance,
week-long school projects can be broken down into a series of smaller tasks that can be
completed daily.
Goal-setting: Helping children set small and large goals is one tangible way of
increasing their effectiveness. Eg. “I want to learn to spell 20 new words from my list by
Friday.”
Making plans: Working out steps required to help achieve goals and objectives
requires children to look ahead. “I will learn five words a night. I’ll ask an adult to test me
each night.”
Managing time: Time planning tools such as lists and diaries can help children keep
schedules, hand work in on time and help prevent children overestimating what they can
achieve.
Routines take the worry out of remembering. Homework routines, morning routines,
even after-school unpacking routines help children to be organised. For instance, an
after-school routine may include unpacking a schoolbag, handing school notices to a
parent and eating a snack.
Have regular homework time. Establish a regular homework time and help your
child to stick to it. If no formal homework has been set then use this time for reading.
Have morning round-up. Remind children of the day’s events each morning so they
can plan accordingly.
Use routines and structure. There are times when so much is going on in young
people’s lives that they need structure and routine to help them get organised. Gentle re
minders to pack lunches, take notices to school and even to dress appropriately can assist
children when they are busy.
Make use of a check list when it all seems too much. Place a list of routine morning
activities by a child’s bed and insist that it be checked before he or she goes to school.
Lists are one way to help boys become better organised.

10.

11.
12.

Clear away the clutter. A regular clean-up of desks and work areas can help children
regain control of their environment.
Less is better. Encourage children and young people to bring home only the books
that they will work on each night. Some children become overwhelmed when they have a
bagful of books and they have difficulty knowing where to start.
Use a diary to plan ahead. Encourage your child to place homework, social and
school events in a diary.

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE:




Handed out Student of the Week award winners.
Wished our school aerobics team well for their performance over the weekend. We had a
lovely dress rehearsal performance at assembly.
Reminded the children of the disco on Friday night.

See you around the school.

Rohan Thompson
Principal

Words from Mrs Double
FORMATION OF CLASSES POLICY
As Rohan has mentioned, the forming of our 2017 classes will be taking place this term. To
ensure that everyone is fully aware of the entire process which the Tecoma School Council has
put in place, I have included a copy of the Formation of Classes Policy below. This policy
provides very clear guidelines as to how the classes at Tecoma Primary School will be formed.
POLICY STATEMENT
FORMATION OF CLASSES
PURPOSE:
The purpose of this policy is to provide clear guidelines as to how classes will be formed.

OBJECTIVES:
To enhance every students’ learning opportunity through the placement of students in classes
with a variety of educational and social needs.
To create specific guidelines which teaching staff can refer to when placing students in classes
To ensure that all student’s and parent’s needs are treated fairly and equitably.
To inform parents, if requested, of the process that is in place at Tecoma Primary School which
is used to determine the grade structure throughout the school and student grade placements.
GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
Where possible, the school will provide smaller numbers in the Early Years classes (Foundation
(Prep) – 2), as required by Departmental guidelines, and in particular in Preparatory grades.
Classes are structured to make maximum use of available rooms and staff and to form the most
suitable teacher-pupil ratios.
Advice is sought from the relevant Pre-schools when grouping children for Prep classes.
The choice between Victorian Curriculum level (one year level classes), composite classes,
gender specific or mixed ability classes will depend on what is considered to be in the best
interest of the children and the school.
When classes are formed the process involves the consideration of written parent requests,
student friendship choices and input from current class teachers, ensuring there is a balance of
academic abilities and behavioural attributes.
Written parent requests must be based on the educational needs of their child and must be
addressed to the school principal. These submissions will be treated with the strictest
confidentiality. Parent requests are called for during the first week of term 4, each year and must
be submitted no later than the first Friday in November. No requests will be accepted after the
due date.
Final decisions regarding class structure and composition rests with the Principal. Requests for
particular teachers will not be considered under any circumstance.
Grade allocations are announced to children and class lists are sent home to advise all parents
of their child’s classmates and their classroom teacher on Orientation Day, in early December
each year. In the event that a grade allocation changes over the holiday break, every effort will
be made to notify parents concerned of this change.
EVALUATION:
Evaluation of this policy will be carried out as part of the Education Committee’s cyclic review
process, in five years’ time, or beforehand, if a significant issue arises.

BULLYSTOPPERS & CYBERBULLYING

Students achieve their best at school in safe and supportive environments, where they are free
from bullying and disruptive behaviour.
We put a huge emphasis on making sure we provide a great environment for our students – one
that promotes tolerance and is inclusive, harmonious and free from bullying.
We can work towards this goal through education in the classroom, intervention in the
playground and a focus on promoting positive behaviours.
However, with the rise of social media, bullying now occurs online, as well as in person.
Cyberbullying is just as harmful as face-to-face bullying, and it can occur at any time of the day.
Cyberbullying is an increasing issue in the wider community – and the best way to tackle it is for
schools, students and parents to work in partnership.
Here, at Tecoma Primary School, we support the Victorian Government’s Bully Stoppers
campaign – which has just launched a new series of tools and resources for parents and
students to support students in preventing cyberbullying.
These resources, called Bully Stoppers: Speak Up Against Cyberbullying, are available on the
Bully Stoppers website, at www.education.vic.gov.au/bullystoppers - please visit the site to find
out more.
STUDENT DISCO – Friday 20th October
And don’t forget…. the Parent Network’s student Discos are on tomorrow night, in the school
hall:


The first session is for the Prep, 1 and 2 students and runs from 4:30pm – 6:00pm



The second session is for the grade 3, 4, 5 & 6 students and runs from 6:15pm - 7:45pm

Please remember this event is for Tecoma PS children only – no toddlers or students
from other schools are permitted to attend.
So make sure your kids get their disco gear on and we’ll see you when you drop them off at the
disco!
Have a lovely week.
Di Double
Quotes of the week:
“All our dreams can come true – if we have the courage to pursue them.’
Walt Disney

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S.
PRIVATE TUTORS

Drums
Jordan Scotney

Violin
0408 881 395

Guitar
Juan Aravena

0431 224 262

Singing
0402 688 836

Piano
Amanda Collins

Lore Burns

0478 166 709

Rochelle (please ring Jordan for more information)

Congratulations to our Divisional Athletics Competitors
Well done to our 19 athletes who all competed in the SSV (School Sports Victoria)
Divisional Athletics on Wednesday 10th October at the Knox Athletics Track.
I am very proud to say that all of our competitors did an amazing job representing our
school on a rather windy athletics day.
Here are the results. The following students who have placed either first or second
progress through the Regional Finals on Thursday 19th October at the Bill Sewart
Athletics Track in Nunawading:
Jed F – 4th 800m
Casper G- 5th 800m
Indianah H – 2nd 800m

Heath J B – 4th 1500m, 3rd Relay
Sammy G – 4th 1500m, 5th triple jump
Hugh V – 2nd discus
Emily H – 2nd high jump, 5th discus
Alex H – 4th high jump, 3rd relay, 4th hurdles
Ashley P – 2nd hurdles
Zoe P – 1st hurdles, 1st 100m, 3rd relay
Ronan C- 1st high jump, 1st triple jump
Anakin V- 2nd discus
Nick B- 5th shot put
Joel S – 5th 100m
Billy M- 5th 200m, 3rd relay
Merinda F- 5th high jump, 3rd relay
Amelie V – 2nd discus
Lauren S – 3rd relay
Allegra C – 3rd relay
A huge thank-you to our parents who assisted with driving students to and from the venue on the day.
Good Luck to Indianah, Hugh, Emily, Ashley, Zoe, Ronan, Anakin and Amelie for next
Thursday at the Eastern Regional Finals.
Go Tecoma!

OFFICE NEWS


Look out for the Term 4 Levies this week. Lots of exciting things happening!



Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone.

Heather, Karin and Anthea
Office Staff

PRODUCTION DVD
You can still order Production DVD’s online through:
http://www.ceveservices.com/dvd-products/tecoma-primary-school.html

THE GREAT TECOMA LAPATHON
On Thursday 2nd November we will be holding a major fundraiser for the
school in the form of “The Great Tecoma Lapathon”. All money raised will be
going towards the targeted figure of $25,000 to upgrade our Grade 3-6
playground.
All children will participate in the walk/run, which will be held at the school.




Grades 1 and 6 from 10:15 – 11:00am
Preps and Grade 5 from 11:30am – 12:15pm
Grade 2, 3 and 4 from 12:15 – 1:00pm

One lap around our fitness track is approximately 200 metres.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

Prep K

Abby C

What an amazing story you wrote about saving Rapunzel Abby.
You used your imagination and lots of detail in your writing. Building a
bridge to get to Rapunzel is a great idea! Well done :-).

Prep K

Josh G

Prep S

Leo G

Josh, you did such a good job working out addition and subtraction
problems in Maths last week. You checked to make sure you were doing
your personal best and drew some wonderful pictures to show your
understanding. Well done Josh! :-)
What an awesome effort you have been putting into your writing over the
past week Leo. It is wonderful to see you so confident and enthusiastic to
learn. Well done! :-)

Prep W

Harry H

Harry has blown me away with his commitment to reading. He has been
working very hard to learn his Red and Green words this term and
continues kicking goals with his learning. Congratulations Harry!

1P

Milla L

For being an enthusiastic learner who also shares a lot of her own
knowledge with the class. Milla it is a pleasure to have you with us.

1R

Sebastian K

Sebastian what a fantastic start you have had to Term 4. I have been so
impressed with your work ethic, you are starting each task straight away
and not letting others distract you. Well done Sebastian!

1R

Lucas L

Lucas I love the way you always enthusiastically contribute to class
discussions. During our brainstorm for our topic ‘Are You Game’ you
explained the rules of soccer in a clear and respectful manner.
Fantastic job Lucas!

1V

Josh M

For always being willing to share your amazing knowledge about nature,
especially insects, and for having a great imagination in story writing!
You are amazing Josh!

1V

Oskar W

For always having a great attitude to your learning, trying your best all the
time, helping others when needed and sharing your thoughts and
knowledge with our class. You are amazing Oskar!

2C

Ronan D

Ronan has been so dedicated to his school work and has completed some
wonderful pieces of writing this term. During floor time Ronan has been
listening attentively and following instructions. Congratulations Ronan on
your can-do attitude!

2N

Jack D

Jack is becoming more and more independent by following timetables and
trying to find out where he needs to be. A great skill Jack and wonderful
to see you problem solve independently.

2R

Everleigh G

Well done, Everleigh, for the way you try your hardest in everything you
do. I love how you persisted during maths, finding out the area of your
whole name including the area of some very tricky letters.
You are fantastic!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

2R

Orla M

Orla, you showed incredible resilience when you suffered from writer’s
block during our ‘House on the Hill’ writing. Instead of getting really
upset that you didn’t have any story ideas, you kept trying until
inspiration came and then you were off and writing.
Well done for keeping at it!

3GP

Jack C

Jack has made a great start on his Poetry Anthology using his great sense
of humour to write several limericks.

3W

Jasmine E

Jasmine is always so enthusiastic about school. She works hard when she
needs to but also has an appropriate sense of humour. Her concern for
others also makes her a valued member of our class. Thank you Jasmine.

3W

Woody S

Woody wrote an excellent limerick about his tricky poetry topic of
“Bread”. He showed he understood the structure and humour of this fun
form of poetry. Nice job Woody.

4D

Hugh V

For working diligently on this week’s homework task, using Google. Hugh
acted on feedback and continued to enhance his writing piece.
Congratulations Hugh.

4D

Xander H

Xander successfully wrote an imaginative piece of writing about ’A house
on the hill’. He used interesting and exceptional vocabulary throughout
his writing piece. Congratulations Xander.

4V

Holly P

For working hard to research fantastic facts about sea lions for her
Anthology of poems! Holly, you used your time really effectively and
learnt lots of new information. Great effort :)

4V

Xavier B

For presenting powerful poetry skills in his acrostic poem. Xavier, you used
emotive language in your descriptions of Spring, especially with those
‘Irritating flies in the air’! Well done Xavier.

5G

Elle D

Elle’s dedication towards performing her personal best is commendable.
She always ensures her work is of a top quality standard and the
presentation of her finished tasks is just fantastic. Keep it up Elle!

5M

Ash P

After a really big effort, Ashley has graduated from the Reading Room.
Consistent reading at home, along with the support of those in the
Reading Room have combined for Ashley to achieve this. This is a stepping
stone and a milestone you should be proud of Ashley.

5M

Amber

When you talk about getting involved in school life, Amber, you have
really taken that on board. Whether it be the school production, singing at
the Federation Bells or your latest venture, representing the school in
aerobics in Geelong, you certainly embrace all Tecoma has to offer. Your
enthusiasm and energy towards these things is infectious.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
GRADE

NAME

REASON

6F

Jonathon P

Jonathan has worked well transitioning to Google Classroom to check and
complete his weekly homework tasks. Jonathan has also contributed
excellently to the Democracy Unit; he has cooperated with his team on
activities and also reflected on the new knowledge that he has learnt in the
whole class discussions.

6L

Anakin V

Anakin is a sensible and reliable student who is always helpful and
courteous. He is always the first to offer a lending hand and works hard to
achieve all of his amazing academic goals. Truly an honour to
teach you Anakin.

Japanese

Jarrah K

Jarrah-kun (Mr.Jarrah) has worked really hard and completed his task
really quickly this week. He also earned the 10th stamp this week and got
the reward!
すばらしい！(Subarashii! : Fantastic!)

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS NEWS…..
OSHC will be in the 1/2 Building on Friday afternoon!!
If any Prep to 2 children are going to the Disco, they will need to be
picked up and signed out of the service. The service will need to be
notified of any person picking up a child that is not on the regular
contacts list or the child will not be released. The children may bring
Disco clothes with them and the girls will make sure they are dressed
and raring to go!!

