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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

OCTOBER 
 

Friday 12th 
Whole School Swimming 

 
Wednesday 17th 
STEP INTO PREP 

SCIENCE 
Grade 5/6 Interschool 

Summer Sport 
 

Thursday 18th 
Regional Athletics @ Bill 

Sewart Nunawading 
(participating students 

only) 
Grade 1/2 Incursion 

Seaweed Sally 
 

Friday 19th 
Whole School Swimming 

 
Tuesday 23rd 

JAPANESE DAY 
 

Friday 26th 
Whole School Swimming 

MOVIE NIGHT 
Cybersafety for Parents 

 
Wednesday 31st 
STEP INTO PREP 

BUDDIES 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

Friday 2nd 
Curriculum Day 
NO STUDENTS 

WELCOME BACK 
I would like to welcome back everyone to term 4. We all feel better 
for the break and I hope you managed to get away at some stage, 
enjoy the outdoors and just enjoy life as a family. 
 
Term 4 in classrooms has begun well though unfortunately over the 
holidays we were informed Miss Ivonne Nieuweboer’s (class teacher 
of 2N) back has not improved as hoped and she will be off for the 
rest for the year. From the time Miss N. first injured her back midway 
through term 3, Mrs Ursula Langdon replaced Miss N and she will 
continue in this role for the rest of the year. We wish Miss N well in 
her recovery and hope to see her back at school for the beginning of 
the 2019 school year. 
 
Mrs Faul returns after some long service leave last term. On leave 
for the next 3 weeks is Miss Perushyn, being replaced by Ms Mel 
Rowland. 
 
It promises to be a very busy and eventful term for the children. A 
reminder to all parents that swimming lessons start tomorrow, so for 
those who chose for their children to have lessons, the children will 
need to bring along all their swimming gear. Please keep an eye on 
the newsletter, make sure you have the FlexiBuzz app and put the 
Term 4 overview on the fridge so you are aware as much as 
possible regarding what is happening over the next 10 weeks. 
 
Of course, our core focus at Tecoma is student learning with a focus 
on literacy and numeracy. Our curriculum is carefully planned to 
ensure that all students maximise their learning in these important 
areas and all of our extra-curricular activities are carefully selected 
and planned, so that links can be made to formal learning in Maths 
and English. Teachers will be continuing to undertake a range of 
assessment activities in preparation for the end of year reports – it is 
very important that children attend school every day. 
 
This is always a busy term so start marking those important dates 
from our calendar into your diary now. To avoid putting pressure on 
the office staff in the final weeks of term to process forms and 
money, end of year activities will be planned early. Please assist our 
office staff by having notices, etc., arrive back on time. 



Don’t forget, Friday October 26 is the student movie night and running at the same time is the Cy-
bersafety Parent evening. 
The following night, Saturday October 27 is our Parent Trivia Night followed a month later by our 
fete on Saturday November 24, so there is a bit on! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS…… 
Last Friday, our Prep teacher Miss Lauren Cassidy greeted me with the news that she is          
engaged. We can also announce that our Japanese teacher Miss Masae Uekusa is also          
engaged. We wish you well for your wedding plans ladies and for a happy and prosperous life 
with your future husbands!  We announced this with much excitement to the children at the      
assembly on Monday.  
 
STAFFING AND GRADE STRUCTURES FOR 2019 
Throughout November and early December we will be working on our class structures and      
student combinations for next year. Changes in student numbers and staffing combinations    
usually cause us to reshape our proposed class structures several times throughout this term.  
 
Due to our increasing numbers, we have several staff placements that may or may not be a part 
of our 2019 staff team, with various interview processes to occur.  
 
Please note that we are not deliberately trying to withhold information from you and that it places 
staff in a difficult situation when they are asked (even quite politely) for information on staffing 
and grade placements for next year. The reality is that we do not know who will be teaching 
grades next year and several factors will determine how this is finally decided. For me or any 
member of staff to tell you one thing will make it very difficult to explain when this changes.  
 
At this stage, we hope to have 20 classes (currently 19) next year for what is expected to be 430 
children next year (currently 409), but we need definite numbers across all levels before 
we make that decision.  
Due to this, it is vital that we are made aware of any circumstances that may impact on our      
enrolment numbers. Please let us know urgently if you intend to enrol a child at our school, if you 
are aware of people in our community who will be enrolling or if you intend to transfer to another 
school. We desperately require this information as soon as possible in order to establish grade 
structures for the start of the new school year. If you will not be at Tecoma in 2019 please notify 
the school office in writing as soon as possible.  
 
What are the criteria that we use to make up class lists?  
 
Factors influencing class structure are:  
 

  the educational needs of the students; 

  the projected number of students in each year level; 

  the ratio of girls to boys; 

  the number of teachers employed at the school; and 

 resources and facilities. 
 
Factors which are considered in the placement of students include:  
 

  academic performance – judgments over time 

  work habits eg ability to work independently 

  behaviour 

  gender 

  social network /friendships 

  social maturity 

 special needs eg twins, siblings . 
 



What is the process for placing students into classes?  

Based on the criteria listed above, teaching staff and administration meet mid-term 4 to establish 
classes for the following school year. 

Teachers ensure each new class has:  

  a balance of academic ability 

  gender balance 

  socially balanced groups 

 

During this process, changes and adjustments are made over several weeks. Each change may 
trigger a chain reaction of other changes. 

Proposed class lists are submitted to myself and Assistant Principal Di Double for final              
ratification.  

The new classes will be announced on Orientation Day, December 11 with the exception of next 
year’s Prep classes who will be announced on Prep information night on November 27th.  
 
With this in mind, parents are now invited to write to me about any additional information that will 
help us in determining a placement for your child.  
 
2019 GRADE PLACEMENT REQUESTS 
 
Please note, requests for particular teachers will not be considered as the best interests of all of 
the children and the effective management of the school must be taken into account.  

 
Letters will be considered up until 4pm, Thursday November 1 (Nov 2 is a pupil free day). 
Letters received after this date will not be accepted unless in exceptional circumstances. These 
letters are to be addressed directly to myself with all details and information provided kept in   
confidence.  
 
While I have letters on file from previous years, I will only be taking into account letters I receive 
this year. Often friendship concerns become outdated as the children grow in maturity and 
have developed new friendships. However, if you have information from previous years that you 
feel I need to know that is relevant in regard to your child’s placement, please include this in your 
letter. Don’t assume I know! 
 
As you may understand, the allocating of children to classrooms is a very complex task and one 
that requires patience and a great deal of thought and manipulation. Please assist us to make 
this process as smooth as possible by taking note of the requests as outlined. Please also be 
aware that requests are indeed requests and does not mean it will automatically happen. We 
have decided, on balance, in previous years to not grant some requests. This is done with all the 
information that we have at our disposal and every decision will be made for the betterment of all 
children. 
 
Should you wish to discuss any concerns with 2019 grade placements in person, please contact 
the school office to arrange a time for a chat.  
 
STEP INTO PREP TRANSITION PROGRAM 
We now have 3 sessions remaining of our Prep transition program.  
There are also 3 more dates that new Prep parents need to keep in their calendar.  



They are: 
 

 The last transition session on Wednesday November 14th, 2018. 

 Prep Parent Information Evening is on Tuesday 27th November at 7.00pm. Supper will be 
provided. 

 Orientation day on Tuesday 11
th

 December from 11.30 – 12.20 pm which will include     
activity sessions in their 2018 classes. 

 
Later that day, we hold the Prep Buddies Picnic from 12.20 – 1.00pm where buddies will have 
lunch with each other  and children are encouraged to bring along their favourite stuffed toy to 
show their older buddy. 
 
TERM 4 IS A SUN SMART TERM 
Parents and children are reminded that this term children must wear school sun smart hats every 
day during recess and lunch breaks and on school excursions.  
 
PUPIL FREE DAY 
Last term at School Council, it was passed that Friday November 2, the Friday prior to the      
Melbourne Cup public holiday Tuesday, will be a pupil free day. No children will be at school that 
day as staff work on their ICT skills. Please lock this date in your calendar and I will constantly 
remind the community through the newsletter.   
 
PARENT SOCIAL/TRIVIA NIGHT 
Tables are filling for the school trivia night, our parent social night for the year. 
If you want to be part of it, can you please let the office know and we will simply place your name 
on a table. Alternatively, you can also place your name on the list of tables just near the office 
window. 
The theme for this year is Halloween which is an easy one to get costumes and accessories for 
at that time of year with Arthur Daleys and Aldi always coming out with their range of items.  
 
Date and time: Saturday 27th October @ 7pm 
 
TABLES OF 10 - $20 PER TICKET 
 
Looking forward to a great, fun night! 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 we welcomed everyone back to term 4 
 handed out some great results in the 2018 English and Writing ICAS testing 
 reminded the community that swimming starts Friday and runs each Friday until               

December 7th  
 congratulated Miss Cassidy and Masae Sensei on their respective engagements 
 reminded students that hats must be worn in term 4 
 heard some wonderful holiday achievements including dancers and swimmers! 

 
See you around the school 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

OFFICE NEWS  

 

SWIMMING - Our whole school swimming starts tomorrow. Please make sure 
your child/ren brought back their blue permission form. They need to bring 
along their bathers, goggles, towel & a plastic bag for their wet things! 
 
LEVIES - Please note that the Term 4 levies will be going out next week. Keep 
a look out in your child/ren’s bags. 
 
ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the 
school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day of their absence. 
 
Enjoy your school holidays, 
Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following days: 

Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

READING ROOM HELPERS NEEDED 
We are in need of  2 Reading Room helpers, one for Thursday 
morning & one for Friday morning (9am to 11am). If  you are     

available, please contact the office as we would love your help! 
Thanks in advance. 



Words from Mrs Double  

WELCOME BACK! 
 
I hope you all had a refreshing holiday and were able to spend some quality time with your    
family.  Geoff and I managed to sneak a couple of nights away to Merimbula, which was lovely. 
Then it was doing things around the house, as well as catching up with our parents, who both 
live down the Western District. We also managed to sneak away for a couple of nights to 
Paynesville, with friends who had never been there before (they were testing out their new     
caravan).  On the Saturday the weather was perfect for sailing, so we spent the day on the 
boat…the highlight was having a number of pods of dolphins swimming around the boat. What a 
treat! 
 
What’s happening this term? 
 
Last term, all staff were involved in their unit planning days, where they planned the curriculum 
that your children will be taking part in this term.  
You will soon receive your year level Term Newsletter, which will outline, in more detail, what 
your child will be focusing on this term. 
 
I will, however, give you a brief overview of the Inquiry Units that each area of the school will be 
exploring: 
 
Foundation (Prep) – ‘Fairy Tales & Other Stories’ where the students will find the answers 
through an enquiry approach to the questions: 
 
 What stories do other people tell about the past? 
 How can stories of the past be told and shared? 
 Why is courage a good or necessary part of a person? 
 What are the differences between being courageous and showing off? 
 How do I identify courage in other people/characters and myself? 
 
Grade 1&2’s – ‘Under the Sea’.  In this unit the students will be gaining an understanding of the 
oceans and seas around the world.  They will be exploring different species that love under the 
sea. They will gain knowledge about habitats, survival skills, live cycles, locations, human      
connections and impacts on various species.  Some of the essential question which they will be 
finding the answers to are:  
 
 What are the oceans and seas around the world and where are they located? 
 What are the features of the Victorian Coastline? 
 Where are the bays and promontories in Victoria? 
 What are the various species that live under the sea? 
 What are the lifecycles of various species? 
 Who are their predators?  What defence mechanisms do they have? 
 What are the human impacts on the oceans and seas? 
 What action can we take to conserve our oceans and seas? 
 
Grade 3&4’s – have created a new and exciting unit entitled ‘From Paddock to Plate’ – In this 
unit students will gain a greater understanding of: 
 
 Where does food come from? 
 How does food get from the farm to a fork? 
 How is land used for food production? 
 What people are involved in the production of food and fibre? 
 What is life like on a farm? 
 What are the differences between production in modern and traditional societies? 
 



Grade 5&6’s – are looking at ‘Personal Identity in a Digital World – you, me the global network 
and how to survive!’ Students will find the answers to the following essential questions:  
 
 How does advertising impact your decision making? 
 What role does Media play in our everyday lives? 
 How can we ensure we have a positive internet image/footprint? 
 How does the internet and Media effect our perception of ourselves and others? 
 
If you have any expertise and knowledge in ANY of these areas, I know the teachers would love 
to hear from you, as having members of our school community coming in to work with us only 
adds to the connectedness we are aiming to foster here at Tecoma PS.  
If you would like to contribute, in any way, and you are not sure who to see, please pop in and 
see me at the office and I’ll point you in the right direction. 
Thank you. 
 
Mental Health Week  
 
This week is Mental Health Week. 
Mental Health is not just the absence of mental illness, but a positive 
sense of wellbeing.  It is the ability to be able to cope with life’s      
problems and to engage with other people and the environment in a 
satisfying way. 
Did you know that one in five Australian’s will experience a mental     
illness or serious mood disorder during their lives?  Every one of us is 
affected by the cost – emotionally, socially and financially. 
 
 
The Mental Health Foundation has identified seven things which we can do to keep ourselves 
mentally healthy: 
 
 We all relax in different ways.  Work out how you relax and do it regularly, not just when 

you need it.  Remember that good sleep is very important. 
 Try to spend time with good company; friends, neighbours, family, work colleagues and 

school friends. 
 Spend time regularly with yourself, away from all your demands.  Look after yourself by 

thinking of things you might enjoy such as reading a book, taking a walk and listening to 
some music. 

 Imagine some simple changes to your routines, which may increase your positive feelings.  
Get out of bed early, meet some new people or read a daily newspaper. 

 If you are worrying about something, try to understand your thoughts and the reasons for 
them by writing the problem down and talking to someone about the problem. 

 Set some realistic goals for yourself and once achieved set new ones. 
 Exercise regularly, ideally about 20 minutes each day, and eat healthy nourishing food. 
 
Have a lovely week. 
Di Double  
 
Quotes of the week: 
‘Happiness depends upon ourselves.’ 
Aristotle 







STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep C Lexi B Lexi is such a bright and happy member of the Prep room. She 

brightens everyone’s day with her big smile and her friendly nature. We 
are very lucky to have you in Prep C Lexi!  

Prep K Ava T Thank you for being such a wonderful team player in the Prep room 
Ava. You did a great job with your ‘Ban the Boring’ writing task last 
week, sharing ideas and collaborating with your partner to come up 

with an exciting sentence about monsters. Well done! :-) 

Prep W Dane B Dane put so much effort into his holiday recount this week. He took 
his time and stayed in his seat until his entire page was full of writing! I 

really enjoyed reading all about your holiday and your trip to the 
aquarium Dane. Well done and keep up the good work!  

Prep Y Lorelei H Welcome to Tecoma Primary School and the Prep Y class Lorelei! You 
have made a fantastic start, and it has been wonderful to see you so 

enthusiastic about making new friends and learning the routines of the 
class. We look forward to getting to know you even more    

throughout the term. 

1P James B James has made positive choices to manage his own learning and that 
of his class. He listens attentively to instructions and explanations and 

contributes his thoughts and ideas to develop his own learning and 
help others to understand concepts. He volunteers to assist with tasks 

that help to ensure the class has a safe and productive learning 
environment. Congratulations James on a great start to Term 4! 

1R Jack C For making a big effort to focus and concentrate when listening on the 
floor. Jack it is wonderful to see you make such positive choices for 
your learning and try your personal best. What a wonderful way to 

start Term Four, well done Jack! 

2L Mikayla S Mikayla loves learning. She is always ready to get started and always 
puts 100% effort into every task, which shows in the beautiful work 

that she produces. I love your learning attitude Mikayla! 

2N Ruby T For being a motivated and cooperative student. On her second day 
back this term, Ruby accurately completed two crossword puzzles in 

our reading groups. She also reached 125 nights of home reading at the 
end of last term. Congratulations on your excellent effort, Ruby! 

3GN Harry T Harry has been showing determination and perseverance in working 
towards improving his comprehension skills. He is a highly capable 

decoder and now, refinement of his comprehension skills has       
become his goal. 

3M Riley L Riley possesses super number doubling skills.  He always enjoys a 
mathematical challenge and he is able to double difficult numbers with 

accuracy and speed. Keep up the impressive effort Riley. 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
3W Jack D I really appreciate the extra effort that Jack has been putting in to make 

sure he is up-to-date with his homework.  This routine will be a great 
help to you in senior years Jack.  Thanks Jack - keep it up in Term 4.   

4V Olivia E For being committed to her learning, even with a broken wrist! Olivia, 
you have tried to complete every task to the best of your ability. You 
have not let your injury get you down, and have continued to keep a 
high standard with your work. You have set a great example to others 

by doing your best, no matter what! 

4V Harry S For his Australian Explorer speech. Harry, you showed you had 
practiced your speech and knew what you were speaking about. You 
regularly made eye contact with the audience, and spoke clearly and 

confidently. Fantastic effort Harry, your practice paid off! 
Fantastic work, Harry! 

5G Billie G Bille worked diligently on her ‘Best Part of Me’ poem this week. She 
created a beautiful rhyming poem about her eyes using the thesaurus 
to ensure excellent word choice. Billie also consistently checked the 
original ‘Best Part of Me’ poetry book to look at different poetry 

structures. Her poem was wonderfully written and well-thought out: 
“My eyes are blue as the ocean—they notice every motion”.     

Fantastic work Billie! 
5R Billy T Billy, I am incredibly impressed with the focus you showed in your 

learning last term, and have continued to show at the start of Term 4. 
You have been conscientiously taking steps to improve and extend 

your understanding in class, and you should be commended. 
Well done and keep it up! 

6M Mia B Mia has approached Term 4 with a positive and open attitude. We have 
begun working on accountable conversations, which has allowed her to 
draw upon arguments based on evidence. This has helped her practice 

being a good conversationalist and although she was out of her 
comfort zone, she gave it her personal best. Very impressive Mia!  

6M Jake A Jake has approached Term 4 with a positive and keen attitude. He has 
been asking interesting questions during our Media topic and also keen 

to organise his time better when it comes to handing in tasks and 
homework. Jake has been curious about what the term brings and 

excited about what he is going to learn. What a great attitude!       
Keep it up Jake! 

JAPANESE James H Well done James-kun (Mr. James) for starting a new term with a 
positive attitude towards learning new things and having excellent 

manners! Keep up the good work! 



 

 

From the Library! 

Term 4! I hope you read a really good book over the holidays – I did! 

Books make the best presents...   

                                  

 

Book club will be coming home today and orders 

will need to be placed online by Monday 29th 

October. Remember that there are more books 

available on the website and every purchase 

earns us more books for the library. www.redgumbookclub.com.au  

Remember that gift purchases just need to be noted when you order 

(GIFT) and we will withhold delivery to the class and let you know to 

pick up from the office. 

 

Book Fair is coming……. Our annual book Fair will 

be from the 22nd-24th November. I’m excited to be 

able to offer this on the weekend of our fete, for 

those families that may not get to come and browse 

our book fair due to after school or work              

commitments. If you would like to help with the 

selling of books, please come and see me in the      

library on a Thursday, or email the school with the 

subject ‘Book fair helper’. 

 

Lots of opportunities to get your Christmas shopping done, support 

kids reading and help to grow our library collection.  

 

And don’t forget to keep looking for those library books! 

Happy Reading!   Jennie T 

http://www.redgumbookclub.com.au









