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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

NOVEMBER 
 

Friday 30th 
Whole School Swimming 

 

DECEMBER 
 

Tuesday 4th 
Christmas Concert 

6pm Picnic 
7pm Concert Starts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 7th 
Vic Water Safety 

Certificate - Grades 5&6 
GRADE 2 SLEEPOVER 

 
Tuesday 11th 

Orientation/Transition Day 
Buddies Picnic Lunch 

 
Friday 14th 

Grade 6 City Excursion 
 

Monday 17th 
Attendance BBQ 

Thank You Morning Tea 
 

Tuesday 18th 
Prep Graduation 

Ceremony and Picnic 
Lunch 

 

FETE 
Well what can I say apart from congratulations and thank you to all 
involved in last Saturdays fete. It makes us really proud as a school 
that we were able to present to our community a fete that, despite 
the inclement weather, brought joy to our children and community 
members. 
 
It was lovely to get feedback from people on the day, such as, it was 
nice to attend a “good, old fashioned” fete where the community 
contributed so much but we didn’t need all the bells and whistles. 
We wanted a fete and not a scaled down version of the Royal 
Melbourne Show and that’s what we delivered.   
Of course, an event like Saturday cannot go ahead without an 
organising committee. 
We have had an extremely hard working Fete Committee led by 
Danielle O’Brien and Kristy Glew who masterminded the whole fete. 
The fete has been in the making for over 6 months with many 
meetings, culminating with Saturday’s festivities. Thank you Danielle 
and Kristy. 
 
The purpose of delegating classes to stalls was deliberate in getting 
buy-in from the children, knowing that their class was responsible for 
their stall. Therefore I’d like to thank our teachers and our class 
representatives for collaborating together in looking after the stalls. 
While we struggled at times to get the rosters filled, we got there in 
the end and I think that now we know that with everyone doing their 
share, the load is more evenly spread. Therefore, thank you to all 
the volunteers that worked so hard to make Saturday the success it 
was. No matter how many organisers there are, a fete can’t run 
without the support of volunteers who looked after the stalls. 
 
Thanks to our staff for their support both before and on the day and 
a special mention to our office ladies who spent the day locked in the 
office counting money. It was nice to take the money to the bank and 
it all balanced! 
 
We had a number of community stall holders, eager to show off their 
products, or the organisations you can join and be part of, which 
gave the whole event a greater community feel. 
 



We would like to thank the following businesses for their donations: 
 
 Bell Real Estate Montrose for the donation of signage and the $50 book barn voucher 

that was the prize for the Scavenger Hunt 
 Sushi Express in Belgrave for providing a stall that included the donation of Sushi, 

we will now have sushi lunch orders on Mondays next year  
 BP Tecoma for the donation of 10 bags of ice for keeping drinks and the sausages 

cold 
 Bakers Delight FTG for the bread donation 
 Rotary for supplying a BBQ and assisting cooking and serving for us 
 Tecoma Uniting Church for the donation of some sausages and BBQ 
 
There are 2 reasons to run a fete. One is as a fundraiser but the second and most important   
reason is that it draws the community together for a common cause. It puts our wonderful school 
on display and creates a tremendous sense of unity. That was the overwhelming feeling we had 
as we rested our weary feet on Saturday night. 
Finally, while still getting to a final figure, we believe we have raised approximately $10,000, 
which for a school that has not run a fete for 9 years is a mighty fine effort. Imagine how much 
better we will be the next time around with decent weather and without our “L” plates on! 
Thank you everyone! 
 
STAFFING 2019 
We are going through the silly season where we have been looking at staffing and interviewing 
for positions. 
We will have 2 new classroom teachers to our school next year. We are finalising that process as 
we speak. 
We will also welcome back Mrs Shelley Smith from Family Leave. 
As we get to the final 3 weeks, class lists and teacher placement for next year are now being   
finalised and having their final proof check to ensure all placements have been considered. The 
putting together of classes is a lengthy and complicated process, taking into account teacher 
judgements, student friendship requests and relevant parent requests. 
Students will spend a session on Tuesday, December 11 in their 2019 classroom and grades. 
This will occur while the grade 6 children visit their high school and the new Prep children have 
their Orientation Day.  
On this day, the 2019 Prep children will come into their new classroom at 11.30am. Their session 
will run until 12.20pm and the Buddies picnic will start at 12.20pm and run to 1:00pm. 
We will also have 10 children (this number could grow as we are still doing tours) that are joining 
us from other schools for their first sample of Tecoma PS. 
Next year, we will once again run straight classes across the school. 
While the classes across the school will be straight, many of the activities that we run in and 
around the classroom will be multi-age……Eg., camps, incursions, excursions, the cross age 
leadership program where the children will still be able to maintain those wonderful links that    
ensure the children have a social interaction with the children from other levels. 
 
The numbers have worked this year where we can run predominantly straight classes but it 
doesn’t mean we won’t be more multi-age in the future. In reality, all classes are multi-age     
classes due to the differences in students’ ability and emotional maturity. This is why in all     
classes, the teachers offer a differentiated curriculum aimed at meeting the different learning 
needs of their students. The selection of the students in all classes is considered very carefully, 
taking into account the maturity of the students, levels of independence, the social connections 
between groups of students and ensuring the academic balance of the students within each 
grouping. To the best of our ability all classes are balanced in these areas.  
A reminder that once class lists have been announced, no changes will be made to these 
structures. Moving even one child from one grade to another will jeopardise over a 
months worth of discussions and careful planning. Mrs Double and I have doubled checked that 
all children have at least one friend in their new grade and have been placed with other like-
minded children with the hope that friendship groups continue to grow. 



FRIDAY LUNCH ORDERS  

If your child/ren are swimming on Fridays, we suggest that 
you do not place a lunch order. Unfortunately, due to the 
swimming timetable, students are eating at odd times and 
hot food would not be very appetizing   
after sitting out for a while.                             

Apologies for the inconvenience. 

PREP INFORMATION NIGHT 
It was lovely to officially welcome a large group of new families to our school on Tuesday evening 
as we held our 2019 Prep Information Night. Of course, those in attendance all wanted to meet 
their child’s teacher for next year and visit their child’s classroom; however other information was 
shared with parents about the logistics of starting school, specialist’s programs, start dates and 
times, programming and much more. Next year we will hold four Prep classes for our 71 children 
who will be taught by Miss Hayley Ward, Miss Lauren Cassidy, Ms Kathy Perushyn and          
Mrs Felicity Young. 
We were lucky enough to have representation from School Council, current Prep Parents talking 
about their experience this year, our Office Ladies, our Parent Network and our Assistant       
Principal who doubles (pardon the pun) as our Welfare Coordinator. 
Our parents heard information about what our Parent Network do for the school community; in 
setting up social events and engaging a variety of fund raising events. A warm invitation was 
made to parents with a child starting at TPS for the first time, to come along next year and join in 
with Parent Network endeavours.  
Thank you to everyone who organised or attended this night.     
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 

 
 handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards 
 thanked everyone for the work with the fete 
 thanked those that dunked me on the dunking machine on Saturday and offered them extra 

yard duty  
 heard some wonderful weekend achievements. 
 
 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



LOST PROPERTY - UNIFORM ITEMS 
Named uniform items are constantly being found on the playground and 

around the school. We are calling up the same students week after week to 
collect their lost items. As we are super busy this time of  year, we would be 
grateful if  you could stress to your children the importance of  keeping up 

with their belongings. Also, please write both first and last names in jumper 
to make it easier for us to find their owner. Many thanks! 

SCHOOL FEES 

Thank you to all the families who have already paid their 2019 School 
Fees. We love that many of our families are using QKr! and bank    
transfer. We just ask that you drop off your actual form to the office to 
help us allocate where the funds are going. If you are unable to pop into 
the office, feel free to scan and email your form to 
tecoma.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Chicken Roster 

We are looking for families to look after our lovely ladies over the Christmas break. 

If you can help, please add your name, phone number and dates available below 
or email the school office.  

Thank you for your help, without our parent volunteers we would be unable to keep 
the girls at Tecoma PS. 

 

Name....................................................................................Phone.......................................... 

 

Dates Available......................................................................................................................... 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

OFFICE NEWS  

 

SWIMMING - Our whole school swimming is ON tomorrow. Don’t forget your 
bathers, towel, goggles, etc.!  
 
LEVIES - Term 4 levies are as follows:  
 
Prep  $33 

Grade 1 $10 

Grade 2 $15 

Grade 3/4 $45 

Grade 5 $8 

Grade 6 $33 

 
Please make sure you pay your child/ren’s levy before their                          
excursion/incursion.  
 
ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the 
school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day of their absence. 
 
Many thanks, 
Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following days: 

Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
Prep C Caleb D Caleb thinks carefully about his writing and takes his time. This week in 

his recount about the fete he wrote, ‘I had a blast’. Well done Caleb.  
Prep K Eli Y Thank you Eli for always being such a wonderful helper in the 

classroom. You clean up without being asked and it is so nice to see 
you offer help to your peers, ensuring Prep K is spotless! What a star!  

Prep W Heather U Heather has embraced our ‘SMART Spelling’ program this year and is 
an incredible digraph hunter! She puts a lot of effort in to learning our 
word of the week and always contributes to conversations about this 

word. Keep up the great work Heather.  

1P Jarrah K Jarrah thinks critically when exploring new concepts and skills, 
connecting new learning to his existing understandings and prior 

experiences. He shares insights with his peers to support them in their 
learning. When he faces a challenge, Jarrah will seek support from the 

teacher, persisting until he understands. Well done Jarrah!  

1P Olivia F Olivia has achieved an outstanding 300 nights of reading. Her 
commitment to her own learning is evident in her achievements this 

year. Amazing effort Olivia! 
1R Cooper B For working so hard during our Integrated Studies session. Cooper was 

very focused on making sure he had all the right information on his 
lotus diagram, his handwriting was neat and he included a detailed 

picture of an octopus. Well done Cooper! 

1V Jaxon S For always being willing to review your work in order to make 
improvements. Jaxon you always work hard on all learning activities, 

finishing them quickly. Now you are remembering to check your own 
work to see if you can make it even better! 

2L Amaya H-S Amaya has been working hard to research all the different types of sea 
creatures in order to create her lotus diagram. She has learnt how to ask 

Google the right question to find the information she is looking for. 
This is an important skill as she moves into grade 3.  

Well done Amaya. 

2L Griffin W Grif has been working hard to research all the different types of sea 
creatures in order to create his lotus diagram. He has learnt how to ask 
Google the right question to find the information he is looking for. 

This is an important skill as he moves into grade 3.  
Well done Grif. 

2M Isabella S Well done Isabella on your improved effort towards your work. You 
are asking more questions if you are not sure and making sure you 

complete the tasks you are given. We love seeing your happy        
nature each day. 

2M Dominique S  Dominique is a very valuable member of our class. She always gives her 
best efforts and, even though her writing was already really good, she 

has continued to work on it, looking for that next step in her learning.  



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 
2N Pippi M Pippi you are always kind and respectful to others at school and you do 

your best work at all times. Because of your "can do" attitude, you 
have made excellent progress this year in all areas. You are also an 

excellent speller who has helped this skill by doing over 240 nights of 
reading at home this year. Keep up the good work Pippi. 

Congratulations! 
3GN Scarlett O Scarlett has made sensational progress with her reading, moving ahead 

TONS of levels!!! Your hard work is paying off Scarlett, keep it up!  

3M Caitlin B Caitlin, your approach to learning is just marvellous. You are 
inquisitive, resourceful and enthusiastic and your love for learning is 
evident in all that you accomplish. You should be very proud of your 

effort this year, as am I! Keep up your wonderful attitude Caitlin! 

3W Charli P Charli has been practising determinedly on the Times Tables Challenge.  
She is getting her best scores ever.  You can be very proud of how you 

have improved Charli.  

4V Kelly T For your wonderful help with our Devonshire Tea stall at the Fete. 
Although other class members helped as well, I noticed you washed the 

dishes with such a positive attitude! It’s so wonderful to see the way 
you put your best effort in, even with cleaning! Thanks for helping our 

community by cleaning the dishes at our stall. 

4V Sadie S For her effort in revising and editing her narrative. Sadie, you have 
really taken on board strategies to improve your writing. You have 

looked for ways to add in descriptive words, similes and vivid verbs, and 
have made your sentence starts shine. Fantastic work, Sadie!  

5R Holly P You really impressed me by being so conscientious when completing 
your planet project. You made sure all of your information was 

correct, and worked hard during lunchtime to complete it to a high 
standard. Well done, Holly! 

6F Spencer B Spencer has shown a lot of resilience over the past few weeks, writing 
his graduation speech countless times in an effort to not only be 

original but to stay within the guidelines too. Spence, I have no doubt 
you will be entertaining and you will end your primary school years in 

a way that makes everyone proud. 

6M Amber H Amber has worked hard this term, managing all of what grade 6 has to 
offer, on top of choir, aerobics and swimming. Her ability to manage 
her time and put her best effort in has improved and she always brings 

a positive attitude to each day. Amber keep smiling and enjoy your   
last weeks at Tecoma! 

JAPANESE Everleigh G Everleigh-san (Miss. Everleigh) was a great team player and helped her 
grade get cleaning points on Class Dojo by putting away a lot of 
’Zabuton’ cushions and tidying up the room for others.  Well done!  












