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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

NOVEMBER 

Monday 27th 
JAPANESE DAY 

 
Wednesday 29th 

2018 Prep  
Information Evening  

 

DECEMBER 

Tuesday 5th 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

 
Tuesday 12th 
Orientation Day  
Buddies Picnic 

 
Friday 15th 

Grade 6 Knox Bike Ride 
 

Monday 18th 
Attendance BBQ  

&  
Thank you Morning Tea 

 
Tuesday 19th 

Prep Graduation 
Ceremony & Lunch 

 
Wednesday 20th 

Grade 6 Graduation 
@ Burrinja 

 

FIRE PREPARATIONS 
Today, we sent out a “test” SMS to ensure we have your most up to 
date contact details. If you did not receive this test text message, can 
you please contact the office or return the slip sent to you early this 
week with your correct details.  
This is in preparation for the bushfire season which is very much 
upon us. 
 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
On Monday, December 4 at assembly, we will be announcing our 
2018 School Captains. As we do every year, next years captains will 
shadow this years’ captains for the last 3 weeks. 
We would love to see as many of our community members as 
possible see our new captains receive their “L plates”! 
Badges will be presented to all of our grade 6 leaders early in the 
new year. 
While talking about assembly, my apologies for not handing out the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge this week as advertised. Bit hard to 
hand them out when I leave them sitting on my desk……I will hand 
them out on December 4 at assembly as well…….promise!  
 
LAPATHON 
The money is still trickling in from the Lapathon. We are now at 
$20,200 and even though the due date was last week, I’m sure our 
office ladies will gladly accept any late donations. 
We will have a final figure as to what we raised and draw the prizes 
for those children and families that were prize winners at our 
Christmas Concert on Tuesday December 5. 
Our thanks for your wonderful support. 
 
THERMOMIX RAFFLE 
This topic is well and truly out of my area of strength but I’m told that 
a “Thermomix” does everything as far as cooking is concerned, from 
making ice cream to baking pies……I can’t picture how it can do this 
but I’m told every kitchen should have one. 
Parent Network are running a raffle before and after school to give 
you a chance of winning a Thermomix, valued at over $2,000.The 
tickets have been limited to 300 so the chances of winning are 
increased. The tickets are $20 each and buyers of tickets are not 
limited to people within the school.   



So if you know people, neighbours, relatives, friends, etc., who would like to be in the draw,    
tickets are selling before and after school, outside the office.  
 
LIBRARY/MUSIC ROOM UPGRADE 
Last weekend, the asbestos was removed from the affected 
areas of the library……this included the removal of some 
shelving that, to be honest, was starting to look a little tired. 
As you can see from the photo, the space is now huge and 
really open, perfect for our music room on the designated 
days   before transferring back into a library. 
Today, while the plaster is off, we had extra powerpoints, 
speaker wire and data points put in (so much easier when the 
walls are exposed). We are having the ceiling painted this 
weekend before we begin plastering up the walls. Once that 
is done, new carpet will be laid, some new shelving will be 
installed and we will have the final learning space of our school upgraded. 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS PICNIC 
Just a reminder that we will have our Christmas Carols Night on the oval on Tuesday December 
5th from 6pm. This concert is always a happy occasion, where we get together as a whole school 
community to share in the children’s success, have a break after a very busy year, and hopefully 
see a friend or two who we haven’t caught up with for a while.  
Parents are invited to bring along picnic rugs, chairs and their picnic tea and drinks for a 6pm tea.  
A reminder that smoking and the consumption of alcohol on the school property is against the law 
and therefore not permitted.  
 
Digging for Fire and Babaji Kitchen food trucks will be with us again, as well as a coffee van. Staff 
will be working the BBQ with sausages, ice creams and drinks for sale prior to the singing.  
 
At 7pm, we will commence our Christmas Carols evening here at the school. This will be a very 
low key evening where we can all get together, enjoy each others company and sing along to our 
favourite Christmas Carols. There will be strictly “no choreography”, just a nice sing-a-long to  
celebrate the end of another huge year. We would love to see you all here. Grandparents and 
extended family are very welcome as always. Let’s hope the weather is kind to us this year! 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 we handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards, 
 reminded everyone that with the hot weather, we need to be wearing hats, 
 reminded everyone of Japanese Day next Monday, 
 spoke about looking after our yard on weekends, 
 reminded everyone of the ice cream that children ordered will be handed out on Thursday at 

lunchtime, 
 handed out the last University of NSW Mathematics and English certificates, 
 welcomed Oliver in 1P to our school, 
 heard some wonderful weekend achievements.  
 
See you around the school, 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 
 
 
 





Words from Mrs Double  
 
We are coming into that time of year where we are all getting geared up for holidays and the kids 
are starting to get a bit nervous/excited about moving classes.  Here are a couple of welfare bits 
and pieces which might help you get through the ‘silly season’ with your children: 
 
Tips for successful parenting: 
 
From the ‘YOU CAN DO IT Little Book for Parents’: 
 
1. Regardless of the ambitions you have for your child, your children have a mind of their own. 
2. Allow your children to feel comfortable expressing their feelings and even sharing their              

secrets. 
3. Mentally prepare yourself to be patient and persistent. 
4. It isn’t money or social status which leads to family wellbeing. 
5. Have faith in children so they may believe in themselves. 
6. Don’t withhold love. 
7. Behaviour which is acknowledged or praised tends to be repeated. 
 
Goals for your children: 

 be independent and self-reliant 

 accept responsibility 

 enjoy healthy self-esteem and self-acceptance 

 develop high frustration tolerance and self-discipline 

 achieve success in school and life to the best of their ability 

 be creative 

 be confident 

 be an independent thinker and assertive with others 

 be tolerant of others 

 practice honesty and generosity with others 

 develop good social skills 

 be a good citizen contributing to community 

 be free from stress and anxiety 

 show eagerness to experience and enjoy life 
 
Resolving Conflicts with your child: 
 
1. Recognise when a problem between you and your child isn’t going away and choose the 

right time for a discussion. 
2. Initiate a non-aggressive, non-emotional confrontation by describing how the problem     

impacts on you emotionally and practically. 
3. Listen to your child’s point of view and accurately reflect back what your child is feeling and 

wanting. 
4. Agree on what the problem is, brainstorm possible solutions considering the positive and 

negative consequences of each and try to agree on an acceptable solution. 
 
Affirmations (written by Nigel Lane) 
 
Affirmations are short statement that people say to themselves throughout the day, usually   
without being aware of them as they become formed into a subconscious habit. They are 
phrased in the positive and in the present tense and are used to support goals and counter   
negative self-talk. 
  
 



You can help your child design affirmations to motivate them and drive them forward. This    
technique is regularly used by athletes and other top performing sports people to help them to 
maintain their level of motivation and success. They are particularly useful if your child suffers 
from negative self-belief and self-talk. They are designed to frequently enter specific information 
into the subconscious and override previously negative information. 
  
One consideration is that they need to be said frequently. The more they are able to repeat them 
the more easily they will be absorbed by their subconscious mind. They are more effective if  
spoken out loud. 
  
Emotion plays a large part in affirmations and they are more effective if they actually make you 
feel a certain way – choose words that make this happen for you. Also if you say them out loud 
with great feeling in the way you say them they will be effective sooner. The best times of the 
day to say them are early morning and late at night. 
  
Here are some suggestions to get your child started: 
  

 I believe in me 

 I am special, there is no-one else like me                                                  

 The truth is important to me 

 I am proud to be different 

 If I think I can, I can                            

 I choose to make today a great day 

 I have great ideas 

 Mistakes are ok, they help me learn         
  
I hope some of these ideas come in useful. 
 
Have a lovely week 
Cheers! 
Di Double  
 
 
This week’s quote is ‘a message from a child’: 
 
Don’t spoil me.  I know quite well that I ought not to have all I ask for...I’m only testing you! 
 







GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Cooper B Cooper, you have become such a good role model for Prep K. You 
attempt every new challenge with a smile on your face and your learning 
has come so far. I hear you are doing very well in the Reading Room too. 

What a star Cooper! 

Prep K Josh G Josh, you have come so far with your writing this term! You are using 
punctuation where it is needed and it is great to see how proud you are to 

read your writing back to me.  
Way to go Josh! :-)  

Prep S Zoe G Zoe shows respect towards her teachers, her classmates and her learning 
environment. She will always offer to clean up mess, assist her peers with 
their work or ask her teachers if they need any help. She is a very reliable 

and caring member of Prep S. Thank you  Zoe :)  

Prep S Leo G Leo has well and truly been preparing himself for Grade 1. He has put in an 
amazing effort with his reading and writing this term. I love the 

enthusiasm and determination he displays everyday! Your hard work is 
paying off Leo, well done :)  

Prep W Heath S Heath, you have put in such an incredible effort with your writing in Term 
4! You never forget to put a space between each word and your effort to 
record all of the sounds in each word is awesome! You can be very proud 

of yourself!  

1P Isabella S For how hard Isabella is trying to concentrate on completing all her work 
and trying to get a lot more done. Keep focussing Isabella, and listening 

carefully, so that you get better at these very important skills. 

1R D’Arci   For being such a great team member during Reading Groups. Thank you 
D’Arci for the kind and considerate way you help others in your group. 
You always show such patience and kindness, we are very lucky to have 

you in our class. D’Arci is a valued member of our class who goes beyond 
and above to help those in need.  

1R Oliver O Congratulations Ollie on reaching an amazing 250 nights of reading! You 
continue to impress me with your amazing reading habits Ollie, you 

should be very proud of yourself. Well done! 

1V Amelie G For writing a  wonderful narrative about orang-utans which included an 
interesting plot, a scary problem, a good solution as well as a surprise 

ending! What a great imagination you have Amelie! 

1V Ashlee T For your creative and fabulous “Recipe for Friendship”. Ashlee wrote a 
procedure for a recipe to make “Friendship ice-creams”. It included a well 

written goal, a list of ingredients and also a list for utensils. 
Her steps included “a pinch of laughter’’ and to “spread some humour” as 

well as to “blow some fun in there!”   I’d love to taste those awesome    
ice-creams Ashlee!! Well done! 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

1V Ruby T For your clever use of good strategies, when working out subtraction 
sums. Ruby, you can count back by 1’s 5’s and 10’s as well as grouping 
the ’tens’ and ’ones’. You are excellent at explaining how you can “see 

the numbers in your mind” to work out the answers!  
Fabulous work Ruby! 

2C Neassa C Neassa has worked hard on her friendship recipe this week. It was so 
detailed and beautifully presented. Well done Neassa! 

2N Jack R Jack loves to help!  If someone has lost something, Jack is there 
hunting with them.  If someone can’t find their belongings, Jack is 

there looking. If someone finds their work a bit tricky, Jack is trying 
to show them what to do.  Your generosity with your time is 

appreciated Jack. Thank you. 
2R Sam M Sam, it was beautiful to see how happy you were when a classmate 

achieved his reading goal.  You were the first to congratulate him, and 
the smile on your face showed how genuinely you appreciated his 

effort.  This is good sportsmanship at its best.  Well done Sam! 

3W Jaye C Jaye is our quiet achiever who settles to work every day and always 
tries her hardest.  This is a great attitude Jaye and I really appreciate 

your maturity and enthusiasm in the morning.  Well done! 
4D Indigo T For writing an excellent review of The Lion, The Witch and The 

Wardrobe. Indigo’s review was very detailed and summarised the main 
points beautifully. She even used direct quotes from the book. 

Congratulations Indigo. 

4D George T For being a model student whilst attending our excursion to the 
RAAF Base at Point Cook. George asked very interesting and detailed 

questions from our guide. Congratulations George! 

4V Charlie F For cheering a fellow student on when they achieved in the top 1% for 
the UNSW testing. You showed genuine excitement for them and 

celebrated their success! Thank you for taking an interest and care in 
others learning :) 

4V Harry B For caring for others when they are unwell. Harry, you have been 
looking after your classmates and making sure they are ok.  

Thank you for being so kind :) 

5G Indyana V Indy is displaying all the attributes of a positive leader.  She is always 
keen to adopt a leadership role, listening carefully to instructions and 
guiding others.  It is lovely to see her accept responsibility and show 

initiative. Keep it up Indy! 
5G Jake A Jake has adopted a dedicated approach to his Kid’s Cave project.  He is 

focussed on completing all the components of the task and is 
choosing to use his own time to finish the work.  A commendable 

effort Jake! 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

6F Amelie V Amelie has been working consistently all this term to produce lots of 
amazing work. From her Dream Bedroom Project to all things 

graduation, Amelie has continually produced high quality pieces that 
she should be really proud of. Well done Amelie, this will set you up 

well for secondary school. 

JAPANESE Taj T Taj-kun (Mr.Taj) has been participating in Japanese lessons with great 
enthusiasm the whole year. He always does his best to complete the 

tasks on time, too.  
すばらしい！(Su ba ra shi i ! : Fantastic!) 



OFFICE NEWS  

 Due to the numerous payments coming through the office (thank you!), we will not 
be able to accept payments after 4pm, as we need this time to reconcile our           
accounts.  

 Term 4 Levies are now due. Please make sure you pay before your child attends their    
excursion/incursion. Costs are as follows: 

  Prep   $32 

  Grade 1/2 $35 

  Grade 3/4 $30 

  Grade 5 $25 

  Grade 6 $75 

 

 2018 School Fees went out a couple of weeks ago. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please see us in the office. 

Please note that Term 4 is our busiest term here in the office. Please continue to 
check your child/ren’s bags each night for forms that might have been sent home. 
We ask that all forms (excursions, morning munchies, notices, etc.) are turned in 

by the deadline listed, as this helps for a more efficiently run office! 

 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 
Office Staff 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums     Violin 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 

Guitar      Singing 

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 

Piano 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 
 

  Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

  





Please do not wrap 
gifts. Thanks! 








