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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

NOVEMBER 

Friday 17th 
Grade 6 City Excursion 

 
Tuesday 21st 

Grade 3/4 RAAF 
Excursion 

 
Monday 27th 

JAPANESE DAY 
 

Wednesday 29th 
2018 Prep  

Information Evening  
 

DECEMBER 

Tuesday 5th 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

 
Tuesday 12th 
Orientation Day  
Buddies Picnic 

 
Friday 15th 

Grade 6 Knox Bike Ride 
 

Monday 18th 
Attendance BBQ  

&  
Thank you Morning Tea 

 
Tuesday 19th 

Prep Graduation 
Ceremony & Lunch 
 
 
 
 

BUSHFIRE SEASON 
Hard to believe with the wet and cold Cup weekend we experienced 
last week that schools are preparing for the upcoming bushfire 
season. This week has given us a sample of the weather that is 
coming. At Tecoma PS, we are in the process of reviewing and 
updating the schools Emergency Management Plans to ensure we 
are ready for the bush fire season.     
Tecoma PS is placed on the Department’s Bushfire At-Risk Register 
(BARR).  This register includes schools, kindergartens and child 
care facilities that are in areas of greatest fire risk.  
As a BARR school, on days classified by the Bureau of Meteorology 
as Code Red, we will be closed. Families will be notified by SMS or 
Flexibuzz by 2:00pm the previous day that the school will not be 
operating. On Code Red days, the conditions are such that if a fire 
started it would not be able to be controlled.   
In talking to friends whose children attend other schools, you might 
have heard that their school closes on Extreme Days. Please note, 
we are not closed on days classified as “Extreme Days”.  
During an emergency, our main form of communications with 
families will be using SMS or via our Flexibuzz app. It is therefore 
most important that the school has access to the most up to date 
information available that impacts on your child. Information such as 
changed address, phone numbers, contacts, court orders, medical 
information and any other relevant information that may be important 
for us to know should be communicated to the school. Please keep 
us up to date! 
At briefings we have attended in the past, one of the main messages 
was that if our community is threatened by fire, people need to 
remain calm and take time to think clearly through the situation 
before responding. A real danger during any bushfire is travelling 
through an area affected by fire. It is advisable to monitor the 
situation and act early rather than waiting for the fire to be close. In a 
potential emergency situation, as a school, we will use Department 
and local CFA resources to decide on the best response. That 
response will be communicated to you by SMS or Flexibuzz to 
collect your children.   
If we receive notification of a fire at a late stage, the threat may be 
too great to evacuate.  At that point, we would need to go to our 
shelter in place.  That is our school hall. The danger for parents 
attempting to pick up students at this stage and also travelling with 
children in cars is extreme.   



We certainly live in a beautiful area and fires are a trade-off we have to make for this wonderful 
environment. With careful planning and an awareness of the risks, we can minimise the danger.  
 
LAPATHON 
Last newsletter, due to our publication timelines, I wrote a pre-emptive thank you to everyone  
involved in our Lapathon. 
I would like to thank everyone again for their efforts on the day. 
Leaving aside the Lapathon money that has been    
coming in, the day was a huge success. The children 
got into the spirit of the occasion, the crowds came to 
support and cheer them on, the Cake Stall sold out, the 
Bookfair sold over $2000 worth of books, the sausages 
sizzled and the children, thanks to our parent network 
members, had some beautiful fruit cups to restore their  
energy (see photo). 
Miss Robins did an amazing job behind the scenes,    
organising the event and getting sponsorships for the 
prizes for the children. 
Our thanks to Simon at “Wholefood Merchants” who   
donated the watermelon…for all your fruit and vegetable 
needs, think no further than Wholefood Merchants, www.wholefoodmerchants.com or at their 
shopfront…. 3/794 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156. 
Aside from “Wholefood Merchants”, Miss Robins was able to get sponsorship and donations from 
the following organisations: 
 

 
 
 

The money is trickling in from the Lapathon. We are already at $11,500 and the closing date for 
getting the sponsorship back to us is tomorrow, the 17th November. 
We will have a final figure as to what we raised and draw the prizes for those children and      
families that qualified at our Christmas Concert on Tuesday December 5. 
I am meeting with Kent from Safe Play Systems to finalise stage 2 of the playground equipment 
which was what we were fundraising for. Looks like our target is within reach! 
Our thanks for your wonderful support. 
 

Boronia Metro Cinemas 

Chesterfield Farm 

Ferntree Gully Hotel 
Harcourts Real Estate 
Jump Deck Trampoline Park 

Melbourne Zoo 

National Sports Museum 
The Pancake Parlour 
Puffing Billy Railway 

Royal Hotel 
Russell Athletic 

Sidetracked Entertainment Centre 

Timezone Knox 

Trees Adventure 
Wetlands Mini-Golf 'N' Games 
Santa’s Magical Kingdom 

Zagames Boronia 



SCHOOL FEES 
Last week you received your School Fees for 2018. 
In 2016, the Department of Education introduced new guidelines to ensure consistent and    
transparent approaches to what schools charge families for access to the standard curriculum. 
 
Schools can request payments from parents under 3 main categories: 
 
 Essential items 
 
 Optional Items 
 
 Voluntary items 
 
When you get your fees, you will notice how cheap we are in what is called the Essential Items. 
It’s important to note that the charges are for what is in the standard curriculum and is what the 
children will eventually take home.  
However Tecoma doesn’t offer a standard curriculum. Extras such as the Science Lab, our 
specialist programs, the Reading Room, extension programs, Environment program, SEPEP  
program, Quicksmart Numeracy, Coding Club, Aerobics, Drawing Club, our KidsMatter program, 
Library, quality take home books, Choir, Ensembles and the Student Leadership program are just 
a few of the extra enrichment opportunities that the children can take part in.  
The grounds and the working conditions in the classroom that the children enjoy, all fully air   
conditioned and heated are not just standard but first class and have either been budgeted for or 
fund raised.  
School Council have discussed at length how we can maintain the high standards that exist here 
at Tecoma with the guidelines that have been implemented. This is where you can help with the 
voluntary payments.  
 
You will have received the cover letter from our School Council President Mrs Fiona Green,     
regarding the 2018 School Fees. School Council have suggested an amount of $90-150 which 
equates to $2-3 a week over the year. School Council through Fiona’s letter has clearly            
articulated our 2018 fee structure and your support would go a long way towards maintaining 
much of what we enjoy here at Tecoma.  Last year’s voluntary items enabled us to purchase a 
new set of laptops and a significant portion of stage 1 of the playground equipment. It gave me 
great joy to put a photo in the first newsletter of the year, children working with their new laptops.  
The aim for this year is a new set of laptops and ipads again, especially as we have moved into 
using google classroom in the grade 4-6 area. 
 
LIBRARY/MUSIC ROOM UPGRADE 
This weekend, our school will commence the upgrade of our music/library area. The first step is 
to close the library and start packing up the books. These will be boxed and put into a “go-box”, 
similar to what we used to store our art supplies last year when that room was being renovated. I 
would like to thank those parents and members of our community who answered the call and 
came along on Wednesday to assist in clearing the office and non fiction section of our library. 
The next step is to have some asbestos removed and that will be done by a qualified contractor 
this Saturday. We ask that if you are to visit the yard this Saturday, to stay away from   
outside the library area. 
Carpet will be ripped up and we will then be repainting, before all the new carpet goes in. We will 
also be purchasing some new shelving.  
Those of you who have recently done a tour with me will know that this is the final learning area 
in the school that has not been upgraded in the past 6 years. It’s a credit to our School Council, 
our Facilities, Finance and Fundraising efforts that this has been possible. The learning spaces 
our children and staff currently enjoy are superb and no doubt contribute to the sense of pride we 
all feel about the school.    



CURRICULUM DAY 
Our staff had a great day at Kalinda Primary School on Friday November 2. We were given an 
overview of the school, then we broke up into teams and looked at the year level that they taught 
but also got to wander the school. Judging by the wish list of items that staff would like as a result 
of our visit, we certainly got a lot out of the day!   
Schools are more and more using Curriculum Days for what is termed “Learning Walks” where 
we support each other in the system with professional learning. We have hosted a number of 
schools to see what we are doing in the Reading Room and Science lessons.  Last Friday, a 
school visited us to see what we are doing. It is highly valuable time as teachers, due to the fact 
that they can’t get out due to being in class, to have had the chance to refresh their ideas and 
see other ways of doing things. I received lovely emails from the school that visited us and what 
they took away from the day. 
 
Don’t forget, the first 2 days of the year (January 29 and 30) are pupil free days, one for 
yearly administration and set up and day 2 to be either a Dandenong Ranges joint professional 
learning and planning day for term 1. The children, aside from the Preps, start on Wednesday 
January 31. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 reminded everyone that with the hot weather, we need to be wearing hats, 
 handed out the University of NSW Mathematics and English certificates, 
 heard some wonderful weekend achievements.  

 
Please note, next week at assembly, we will hand out certificates to those that met the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge. 
 
See you around the school, 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 





Words from Mrs Double  
 
HATS AND DRINK BOTTLES 
 
Thank you to all the children who have found their hats and are now wearing them at recess and 
lunchtimes.  It is great to see that almost all of us are being ‘Sunsmart’...well done!  Please     
ensure y our child has as Tecoma Primary School wide brimmed hat to wear each day at recess, 
lunchtime, during sport sessions and at any other time they are outside. 
It will soon be summer and the weather will be getting warmer and warmer. It is extremely       
important that we all stay hydrated during the day.  Can you please ensure your child has a    
water bottle here at school, so that they can keep their fluid levels up throughout the day. 
 
HOW TO MAKE AND KEEP FRIENDS: 
 
Being responsible for student welfare here at Tecoma I spend a great deal of time working with 
children who are having friendship issues. 
 
Here are 17 important social skills, compiled by Michael Grose that help kids from primary 
school age onwards make and retain friends.  
 
The list is not exhaustive. Many of these skills were identified by Dr Helen McGrath, author of a 
social skills program - Friendly Kids, Friendly Classrooms. 
 
You can use this as a little checklist for developing your child's friendship skills: 
 
1. Ability to share possessions and space 
 

2. Keeping confidences and secrets 
 

3. Offering to help 
 

4. Accepting other’s mistakes 
 

5. Being positive and enthusiastic 
 

6. Starting a conversation and holding a conversation 
 

7. Winning and losing well 
 

8. Listening to others 
 

9. Ignoring someone who is annoying you 
 

10. Giving and receiving compliments 
 

11. Approaching and joining a group 
 

12. Leading rather than bossing 
 

13. Arguing well – seeing other’s opinions 
 
14. Bringing others into the group 
 

15. Saying No to other who pressure you 
 

16. Dealing with fights and arguments  
 

17. Being a good host 



Have a lovely week 
Cheers! 
Di Double  
 
Quotes of the week: 
“A friend is one that knows you as you are, understands where you have been, accepts what you 
have become, and still, gently allows you to grow.” 
                                                                                 William Shakespeare 
Have a lovely week 
Cheers! 



GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep W Jack C Jack has put in an incredible effort with his writing in Term 4 and it is 
paying off! He is now using finger spaces between words and trying really 
hard to sound out each of the words in his writing. Congratulations Jack, 

you should be very happy with yourself!  

Prep W Zoe J Zoe’s reading has improved so much throughout the year and she 
continues trying her personal best each and every day. Hearing the 

confidence in your voice when you read aloud is awesome Zoe! 
Congratulations!   

1P Phoenix D For Phoenix’s happy and optimistic disposition and attitude towards her 
learning in the classroom. Her cheerful greeting every morning is 

delightful and appreciative, ensuring a positive start to the day. 

1R Skyla D For working so hard on your personal goal for Semester Two. Skyla you 
have been so enthusiastic about learning to count backwards. I have loved 

seeing your determination and excitement. Well done Skyla. 

1R Hunter B In computers we have been learning to use PowerPoint. Hunter decided to 
go the extra mile and make his own PowerPoint presentation for Show and 

Tell. He did a fantastic job, well done Hunter. 
1V Griffin W Griffin always tries to do the right thing by including others and making 

others feel welcome into joining in with activities in the classroom. 
Nice job Griffin! 

1V Isobel D Izzy has been reading, reading and reading some more! 
You are working so hard Izzy and it is wonderful to see you enjoying 
books so much as well as making awesome progress with your reading 

goal! 

2C Lexie K Lexie wrote the most disgusting recipe for a ‘Funny Stew’ this week which 
included ingredients such as ‘old stinky socks’ and ‘rotten eggs’. She wrote 

detailed instructions which had a variety of interesting verbs including 
‘heat’, ‘plop’ and ‘crack’. Well done on a very funny piece of writing Lexie!  

2C Javier C Javier has done such a wonderful job of studying plurals this week. He 
hunted through the dictionary to find challenging nouns such as 

‘diamond’, ‘dinosaur’ and ‘dingo’, and then changed them by making the 
plural using spelling rules. It is great to see you taking risks in your 

learning Javier! 

2N Chloe G For her wonderful writing when creating her ‘Wombat Stew’ recipe, 
including… a bag of as red as rose alligator blood and some skinny   

worm’s heads. 

2N Sophie W Thank you Sophie, for being so generous with your time and always being 
prepared to help others in our class.  It is greatly appreciated by everyone 

and is just one way that you show us what a giving, caring and hard 
working student you are. 

2R Lilly B Nurse Lilly, you were a wonderful helper when your fellow classmate was 
injured this week.  You kept calm, used humour as a distraction and 

offered helpful suggestions for how to fix the situation.  You are a star! 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

3GP Lachy B Lachy has worked hard at beginning tasks quickly and remaining 
focused on tasks. His improvement in this area has been FABULOUS!  

3GP Saoirse M Saoirse has made a very smooth transition to joined handwriting. She 
applies all the different joins she has learnt about and now writes using 

a fluent cursive script.  

3W Kelly T This week Kelly, without being asked, took responsibility for ensuring 
all our laptops were returned and on-charge after each session we used 

them.  That shows respect for school equipment and for others. 
Thanks so much Kelly.   

4D Tia M For being kind and caring when participating in Popcorn Pump Up. 
Tia was able to complement her peers, making sure we created a 

supportive and fantastic atmosphere in the classroom . 
Congratulations Tia! 

4D Oscar S For being an outstanding student when out on a library excursion. 
Oscar was able to use his time wisely choosing his books, all while 

being courteous towards others at the library.   
Congratulations Oscar! 

4V Indiana F For her wonderful haiku poem about snow owls, sounding out the 
different syllables. Beautiful work, Indi!  

Dashing through the air 
Lying on the snowy trees 

Owls are predators. 

4V Jonathan U For his terrific digital tessellation that he created on Google Docs. He 
used the same shape to create a pattern with no gaps or overlaps, and 
even experimented with changing the shape’s colours on the new site. 

Great job Jonathan! 

5G Ashlee T Ashlee is a computer whizz.  Her knowledge of computers and 
programs is fantastic and she is always keen to assist others when 

tricky problems arise.  Thank you for being such a wonderful helper 
Ashlee. It is very much appreciated! 

5M Zara W With our school taking on both Google Apps and PAT testing, Zara 
has shown herself to be an incredibly helpful person. She has helped 

classmates navigate Google Classroom and has supported many of the 
junior students with logging on to their tests and supporting them in 

the sitting of those tests. You are a really patient person Zara.    
Thanks for all of your help. 

6F Vinnie C Vinnie has been trying really hard during Term 4 to work without 
being distracted. He is enjoying our topic of Democracy and has 

contributed to class in a positive manner. Great to see you working 
hard Vinnie! - Miss Gilmour 

JAPANESE Riley J Riley-kun (Mr.Riley) made a significant improvement in recognising 
all the 12 months of the year in Kanji characters through the word 

search activity.  
すばらしい！(Su ba ra shi i ! : Fantastic!) 



OFFICE NEWS  

 Due to the numerous payments coming through the office (thank you!), we will not 
be able to accept payments after 4pm, as we need this time to reconcile our           
accounts.  

 Term 4 Levies are now due. Please make sure you pay before your child attends their    
excursion/incursion. Costs are as follows: 

  Prep   $32 

  Grade 1/2 $35 

  Grade 3/4 $30 

  Grade 5 $25 

  Grade 6 $75 

 

 2018 School Fees went out last week. If you have any questions or concerns, please see 
us in the office. 

Please note that Term 4 is our busiest term here in the office. Please continue to 
check your child/ren’s bags each night for forms that might have been sent home. 
We ask that all forms (excursions, morning munchies, notices, etc.) are turned in 

by the deadline listed, as this helps for a more efficiently run office! 

 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 
Office Staff 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums     Violin 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 

Guitar      Singing 

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 

Piano 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 
 

  Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

  














