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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
 

NOVEMBER 

Friday 3rd 
CURRICULUM DAY 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 7th 
Melbourne Cup Day 

Public Holiday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wednesday 8th 
Step into Prep 

Yard Familiarisation 
Year 6 Parliament 

Excursion 
 

Thursday 9th 
Prep ACMI Excursion 

Year 5 Parliament 
Excursion 

 
Friday 10th 

Year 1/2 MCG Excursion 
 

Friday 17th 
Year 6 City Excursion 

 
Tuesday 21st 

Grade 3/4 RAAF 
Excursion  

 
 

LAPATHON 
At the time of writing, we have just completed our lapathon. 
My thanks to our wonderful children and sponsors who helped raise 
a considerable amount of money for the new playground in the 
grade 3-6 area. 
Whilst the weather was a little damp, the children displayed 
considerable enthusiasm in walking and running for a good cause.  
There are many people we need to thank.  
Firstly Miss Robins for her work behind the scenes in organising the 
event and getting sponsorship for the prizes for the children. 
Our thanks to Simon at ‘Wholefood Merchants’ who donated the 
watermelon…for all your fruit and vegetable needs, think no further 
than Wholefood Merchants, www.wholefoodmerchants.com or at 
their shopfront…. 3/794 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156. I’d 
never been there before I picked up the watermelons. What a great 
store that I had better keep a secret from Mrs Thompson! 
Our thanks also to one of our great Grandmothers at our school, Mrs 
Eldred, who in my chats over the phone is an absolute dynamo. I 
wish I was as sharp now as she is at 91 years young. 
Mrs Eldred has donated a house in Rye for a week over the 
Christmas break for our leading fundraising family to use. 
 
Miss Robins was able to get sponsorship and donations from the 
following organisations and many more that will be listed in the next 
Newsletter: 
 

 Puffing Billy,  

 Tree adventures in Old Monbulk Rd Belgrave,  

 The Pancake Parlour,  

 Harcourts Real Estate for your support, 

 Melbourne Victory Football Club. 
 

Our thanks to the Parent Network members who volunteered to 
chop the fruit for the fruit cups, ran the cake stall, cooked the 
sausages, etc., etc. Our thanks to the families who baked goodies 
for our cake stall and to everyone who purchased these. 
Thanks to Mrs Tuvey for organising the book fair. 
Our thanks to our staff and parents for marking the laps, supporting 
the children, first aid support, encouraging and clapping them as 
they made their way around our oval. 



Finally to our children who got into the spirit of having a go, participating and getting sponsors. 
There were some amazing efforts, from one lap to many…..well done kids! 
We will have a final figure as to what we raised and draw the prizes for those children and      
families that qualified at our Christmas Concert on Tuesday December 5. 
Our thanks for your wonderful support. 
 
TAKE HOME BOOKS 
In talking to our literacy leaders, we are missing a substantial amount of the take home and      
library books that the children read. Can you please look under the bed, in the car, in the        
bedroom, in school bags, under mattresses; anywhere that you think might be a likely spot where 
these books might have disappeared to and send them back to the school so we can continue to 
re-circulate them.  
We did a big buy up of these at the beginning of the year and with budgets tighter next year, we 
need to maintain the level of resources that we have in the school. 
Thanks for your support.  
 
NO NEWSLETTER NEXT WEEK 
As we have a short week next week, there will not be a newsletter.  
 
2018 GRADE PLACEMENT REQUESTS (LAST REMINDER) 
Just a reminder, parents are invited to write to me about the concerns they have for their child’s 
educational needs for 2018.   
Please note, requests for particular teachers will not be considered as the best interests of the 
total school population and the effective management of the school must be taken into account. 
Letters will be accepted up to this afternoon at 4pm but at push tomorrow afternoon at 4pm (while 
teachers will be offsite in the morning, our office staff will be here). Due to the timelines involved, 
letters received after this date will not be accepted unless in exceptional circumstances. 
 
CURRICULUM DAYS 
A reminder, we have a Curriculum Day tomorrow, Friday November 3rd. 
We will be visiting a school in Ringwood that is open tomorrow for us to go and look at. It was out 
of such a visit 4 years ago that we developed our Reading Room program. This has been a great 
addition to our school and we hope tomorrow’s visit will also be as beneficial. Whilst we believe 
we have a great school, we will continue to drive forward in trying to make it even better for our 
staff, children and ultimately you as parents as well.  
Don’t forget, the first 2 days of the year (January 29 and 30) will be pupil free days, one for 
yearly administration and set up and day 2 to be either a Dandenong Ranges joint professional 
learning and Planning Day for term 1. 
 
WHAT IS REMEMBRANCE DAY? 

Remembrance Day in Australia commemorates the noble sacrifices of armed    
forces and civilians during times of war.  At the 11

th
 hour of the 11

th
 day of the 11

th
 

month, a one minute silence is observed across the country to mark the end of  
hostilities on the Western front during WW1 after four years of warfare. 
During the First World War, red poppies were among the first plants to bloom in the 
devastated battlefields of northern France and Belgium.  In soldier’s folklore, the 
vivid red of the poppy came from the blood of their comrades soaking the ground, 

making the poppy symbolic of the blood shed in trench warfare. 
The Poppy Appeal contributes significantly to the fundraising work of the RSL. The money raised 
is used to assist both current and former serving members of the Australian and allied defence 
forces and their dependents when in need. 
Poppy Appeal items are available for purchase from school:  
$2 and $5 poppies; also wristbands for $3. 
 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Let Mr. McLean loose with the microphone in my absence, 
 handed out some fantastic Student of the Week awards, 
 reminded everyone of the Lapathon this Thursday, 
 reminded everyone that there is a Curriculum Day this Friday and there will be no assembly 

next Monday and it is Cup Day next Tuesday, 
 heard some wonderful weekend achievements.  

 
See you around the school and thank you to our wonderful community for today’s efforts 
at the Lapathon. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

Words from Mrs Double  
 

Goal Setting  

A great way of getting (and sustaining) motivation is to 
have a clear set of goals. Goals give focus to what we do 
as well as providing relevance to our daily tasks. 
 
Any goal your child has needs to be their own.  
Of course you can help them shape it through discussion – 
but if they don’t own it then it won’t have any power to 
cause them to be motivated. 
 
Goals need to stretch us and create challenges to motivate us but not just the huge long term 
ones. If the goal is too big and too far in the distance then that will potentially demotivate us. 
 
Goals need to be alive, vibrant and regularly viewed/reviewed. Small steps are the way to go, so 
that goals can be measures, achieved and celebrated. 
 
Just like the goals your child has set at the beginning of this semester, which their teacher will 
provide you with feedback on, in your child’s Semester 2 reports, they need to be SMART 
goals… 
 
S = specific 
M = measurable 
A = achievable 
R = resourced 
T = timely. 
 
Today, a number the our student’s set their own personal goals as to how many laps they would 
be able to run, in the time frame, for the Great Tecoma Lapathon.  I know many were delighted 
when they smashed their PB.  Well done to everyone involved today. 
 
Have a lovely week 
Cheers! 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week 
 
‘Set your goals high, and don't stop till you get there’. 
                                                                    Bo Jackson 





DISTRICT - Interschool Sports  

Congratulations to all our Grade 5/6 students who participated in the        

Sherbrooke District Summer Sports Carnival. We had students participate in 

volleyball, volleystars, T20 Blast cricket, basketball and tennis on Tuesday  

17th October. As per usual our students displayed good sportsmanship and all    

participated to their best ability. 

Thanks to all our teachers as well as our parent helpers Marnie Martin and 

Glenn Underwood. Without the help of these wonderful parents, our students 

would not have been able to attend all sports. A HUGE thank-you to them for 

giving up their time to assist.  

 

Divisional Volleyball 

The Tecoma girls (1) and boys volleyball teams won their interschool sports 

events at the beginning of this term and went on to participate in the             

Divisional round of competition at the Dandenong Basketball Stadium on 

Tuesday 24th October. 

They played against some very strong competitors and both teams proudly 

placed 2nd.  

A huge thank you to Mrs Smith for all her hard work coaching these teams 

throughout the year. Also, to two wonderful parents Marnie Martin, for scoring 

on the day, and Andy McGuinness for assisting with coaching the boys team. 

Congratulations to all. 



OFFICE NEWS  

 

 Term 4 Levies went out last week. The costs are as follows: 

  Prep   $32 

  Grade 1/2 $35 

  Grade 3/4 $30 

  Grade 5 $25 

  Grade 6 $75 

 

 2018 School Fees will be going out over the next couple of weeks. Be on the lookout!! 

 

Please note that Term 4 is our busiest term here in the office. Please continue to 
check your child/ren’s bags each night for forms that might have been sent home. 
We ask that all forms (excursions, morning munchies, notices, etc.) are turned in 

by the deadline listed, as this helps for a more efficiently run office! 

 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 
Office Staff 
 

HOOP TIME 

Well done to our grade 5/6 All Star Girls and 5/6 Tecoma Tigers Hoop Time teams 
who participated in Regional finals this week. Both teams played really well 
through the rounds against some very tough competition. 

Thank you to Nicole Fox and Fiona Green for helping transport students to and 
from the venues as well as Simone Sultana for assisting with the scoring. 

 






