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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

NOVEMBER 
 

Friday 2nd 
Curriculum Day 
NO STUDENTS 

 
Tuesday 6th 

MELBOURNE CUP  
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 8th 
HMAS Castlemaine 
Grade 5 Excursion 

 
Friday 9th 

Whole School Swimming 
 

Wednesday 14th 
Step into Prep 

YARD FAMILIARISATION 
 

Friday 16th 
Whole School Swimming 

 
Wednesday 21st 

Prep ACMI Excursion 
 

Thursday 23rd 
Grade 6 Graduation 

Photos 
 
 
 

PARENT CYBERSAFETY EVENING 
I’d like to thank the 75 parents who came out on Friday night to hear 
about the ever increasing concern of student safety when they are 
online.  
We heard from 2 speakers, Lisa Brookes from Victoria Police in the 
Yarra Ranges and Martine Oglethorpe, author of the Modern Parent. 
Both ladies spoke of the fact that we as parents are in a difficult 
position, we didn’t grow up using this technology so we aren’t 
natives to it but our children are forging a path that we haven’t 
travelled ourselves. I was really heartened to see many parents of 
children in the younger years of our school as these are the parents 
that can form their policies and procedures in how they allow their 
children access in the cyber world. For parents of older children, 
they may need to renegotiate with their children the access they 
have.   
 
My take out of it?  
 

 Build open and honest relationships with your children. Whilst 
we all want to be friends with our children, we also have to be 
parents as well. It’s our responsibility to say no at times, to 
guide our children through life’s pitfalls. It’s ok for the children 
to make mistakes but we must make sure we are there to 
teach, to guide and in this space, to learn with our children. 

 
 Under no circumstances should electronic devices be in the 

bedroom and start this policy from an early age. Lisa spoke of 
the fact that teenagers are harder to budge from this if devices 
have been in the bedroom and out of your sight from an early 
age. The devices are addictive and children will respond to 
others when they are contacted through the night. If the 
devices are in a central space in the house, charging, then no 
one is contacting them. 

 
 We don’t allow people to drive on our roads without 120 hours 

of supervised learning and then passing an examination. Yet, 
as a society, we in a lot of cases, have given the children at 
home a tool such as a phone, a laptop or an ipad without the 
necessary support and skills to drive it. We need to be there 
with them in their learning, just as we do when we support a 
learner driver. 



There are a number of resources that we were made aware of and in your spare time, I would 
encourage you to look into the following apps and services: 
 
An app called Family Zone that can protect your family in the online space: 
https://www.familyzone.com/au/ 
 
For resources on monitoring and educating your children on what they are doing online: 
https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/ 
 
To read more of Martine Oglethorpe’s work, she can be found at: 
https://themodernparent.net/author/mogletho/ 
 
To report any concerns that you have come across where you think some activity might be illegal  
https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 
 
Free Youth and Family Counselling Service: 
https://www.inspiro.org.au/ 
 
TRIVIA NIGHT 
On Saturday night, some very learned members of our community arrived dressed in a           
Halloween theme for our Trivia Night.  
A great time was had by all despite the very challenging nature of the questions.  
We’d like to thank Danielle, Bronwyn and Jen for their hard work in organising, setting up,      
decorating and cleaning up after the evening.  
The focus of the Parent Network now moves to the fete on November 24. 
 
AEROBICS 
Our congratulations to our aerobics teams for their gold and silver medal in the aerobics      
championships at Geelong on Sunday. The teams performed brilliantly with high energy and a 
smile on their face. My thanks goes to two very dedicated teachers, Sally Connell and Lauren 
Kennedy for their dedication and support in giving the children a chance to shine by working with 
these children at recess and lunchtimes. 
 
CLASS PLACEMENT 2019 
Thank you to the parents who have taken the time to write to me regarding information or       
concerns they may have over their child’s class placement for 2019.  The time for letters to be 
received is today, Thursday November 1 at 4pm. 
Please note, requests for particular teachers will not be considered as the best interests of the 
total school population and the effective management of the school must be taken into account. 
 
PUPIL FREE DAY TOMORROW 
Don’t forget tomorrow, Friday November 2 is a pupil free day. No children will be at school that 
day as staff will be working on their ICT skills through a literacy lens.  In answer to a question I 
received last Monday; yes, the school is open on Monday for children to attend.  
 
TAKE HOME BOOKS 
In talking to our literacy leaders, we are missing a substantial amount of the take home and      
library books that the children read. Can you please look under the bed, in the car, in their      
bedroom, in school bags, under mattresses; anywhere that you think might be a likely spot where 
these books might have disappeared to and send them back to the school so we can continue to 
re-circulate them.  
We did a big buy up of these at the beginning of the year and with budgets tighter next year, we 
need to maintain the level of resources that we have in the school. 
Thanks for your support.  
 
 
 

https://www.familyzone.com/au/
https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/
https://themodernparent.net/author/mogletho/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.inspiro.org.au/


REMEMBRANCE DAY 
On Friday, 9

th
 November students and staff will commemorate Remembrance Day 

which is a significant day in Australia.  Remembrance Day commemorates the noble 
sacrifices of armed forces and civilians during times of war. At the 11

th
 hour of the 

11
th
 day of the 11

th
 month, one minutes silence is observed across the country to 

mark the end of hostilities on the Western front during WW1 after four years of     
warfare. Poppies are available from the office with all proceeds going to the RSL. 
 

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Handed out some great Student of the Week awards 
 Thanked our staff for supervising the Movie Night which enabled approximately 75 to attend 

the parent Cybersafety information night 
 Congratulated our aerobics teams for their gold and silver medal in the aerobics             

championships at Geelong on Sunday. 
 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements including basketballers, swimmers and 

cheerleading. 
 

See you around the school 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following key messages from Michael Grose (Parent Educator) form the basis of an 
online safety strategy for kids. They should be taught to children so they become second 
nature, just as the messages about stranger danger were absorbed by an earlier           
generation.  

Cyber bullying is one of the biggest, safety issues facing young people today. Bullying and      
harassment online is now commonplace. For instance, over a third of teenage girls have been 
sexually harassed via the Internet.  

The emergence of social media sites has seen cyber bullying go to a new level. Messages and 
images can now spread like wild fire reaching a huge potential audience in the time it takes to  
upload an image or shoot off a text message.  

The cyber world is enticing. Young people have always wanted to escape from their parents’ 
world. In the past they hung out in shopping centres. Parents tried their best to keep an eye on 
where their children were and what they were doing. The online world is now the shopping mall 
of the 21st Century. Parents have the same responsibility to help kids stay safe in the online 
world as they do in the real world. ‘Stranger danger’ and accompanying safe behaviours are just 
as  relevant in the online world as they are in the real world.  

Parents should use the same offline preventative strategies to maximise their children’s online 
safety as they’ve always used. These strategies include: teaching children about the right way to 
behave online; don’t let them spend all night in the cyber world; and ask questions about what 
they are doing and where they go when they’re online.  

Parents need to remind children that things in the online world can spin out of control very    
quickly. A written message or an image can be circulated electronically so rapidly that the scope 
and scale of cyber bullying can be greater than any other form of bullying.  

Sticking the proverbial head in the sand regarding children’s use of communications technology 
is no longer an option for parents. Savvy parents need to learn as much as they can about      
children’s and young people’s online lives so they can respond to situations appropriately.  

 Keeping kids safe in a cyber world  



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

OFFICE NEWS  

 

SWIMMING - Our whole school swimming is NOT ON tomorrow due to the 
Curriculum Day.  
 
LEVIES - Term 4 levies are as follows:  
 
Prep  $33 

Grade 1 $10 

Grade 2 $15 

Grade 3/4 $45 

Grade 5 $8 

Grade 6 $33 

 
Please make sure you pay your child/ren’s levy before their                          
excursion/incursion.  
 
ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent, please notify the 
school via FlexiBuzz by 10.30am on the day of their absence. 
 
Many thanks, 
Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following days: 

Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 







FRIDAY LUNCH ORDERS  

If your child/ren are        
swimming on Fridays, we  
suggest that you do not place 
a lunch order. Unfortunately, 
due to the swimming      
timetable students are eating 
at odd times and hot food 
would not be very appetizing 
after sitting out for a while.                            
Apologies for the                 
inconvenience. 


