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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

MAY 

Friday 26th 
Choir Rehearsal for 
Hamer Hall Concert/ 

District Cross Country -  
Crystalbrooke 

(selected students only) 
 

Monday 29th 
Prep Excursion to 
Chesterfield Farm 

 
Tuesday 30th 

Choir Rehearsals & 
Concert @ Hamer Hall 

 

JUNE 

Thursday 1st 
 District Winter Sports 

 
Tuesday 6th 

Advanced Presentation 
Skills - Grade 6 

Presentation Evening 
 
 
 
 

MAJOR RAFFLE 
Our school has been given the wonderful opportunity to do some 
fundraising by participating in The Rotary Club of Emerald &    
District ’s “GREAT COMMUNITY RAFFLE”.   
The Ferntree Gully Motor Group are donating all the prizes at no 
cost to participating organisations. 
This year, 2 cars will be given away. 
 
1

st
 Prize:   Volkswagon Polo  

2
nd

 Prize:   Suzuki Ignis 
3

rd
 Prize:   $1000 Westfield Voucher 

4
th

 Prize:   $500 Westfield Voucher 
 
All proceeds from the sale of our allotted tickets go directly to the 
school. 
 
Tickets are $2 each. We have allocated your family 5 tickets to sell 
and they were sent home to you yesterday. If you need or 
would like more than 5 tickets to sell, please contact the school and 
we can allocate you more. The more tickets we sell as a school, the 
more we raise and the greater the chance we have of one of our 
community members being a winner. 
 
If you don’t wish to participate in selling tickets, can you please 
return them to the school for others to sell. It is important that tickets 
sold or not sold are all accounted for. 
 
Tickets can be sold from now until July 31, 2017. The raffle will be 
drawn on 14

th
 August, 2017. 

 
We thank you for your support as this is one of our major fundraisers 
for the year. 

SWIMMING 

To all families who have registered for the Swimming 
Program, we wish to advise that the final balance of 
$65.00 will be due by Tuesday 13th June 2017. The 

Program is now full. Thanks. 



PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
Yesterday, for those that requested a password for their child, you should have received a letter 
with their username and password on it. If you didn’t receive this, can you search the kids bags. 
It’s not too late for those who would still like their child to participate. Simply fill in the form and 
send it back to us in the office. 
 
REPORTS AND STUDENT LEARNING 
Formal mid year reports for all students will be sent home on Friday 23rd June.  
 
As we begin to formally reflect on your child’s achievements during the first 6 months of this year, 
it must be remembered that all students regardless of year level are individuals and develop 
(physically, emotionally and academically) at different rates. Some students are lucky enough to 
find it very easy to get “it” and breeze through. For others it takes a bit longer, but they eventually 
get there. Our job here at Tecoma, is to provide your children with every opportunity we can to 
help them achieve their goals and reach their potential. This will vary from child to child, and is 
why we see our students as individuals, rather than children who we can compare against each 
other.  
 
As we lead up to you receiving your reports, we will include a piece each week in the newsletter 
about our new reporting format that was designed in conjunction with you, our parents, who gave 
us feedback through surveys about what you value and didn’t value about our previous report  
format and our staff who write the reports. Together, we think we have created a much more   
valuable  report on your child’s progress. 
 
FOOTY CARDS and FINGER SPINNERS 
Yes, it’s that time of the year where the footy card craze hits schools. 
Being a child myself many moons ago, the wonderful art of negotiation was fostered through the 
swapping of cards to “get the set.” Banning footy cards is not something I ever want to see     
happen so we talk of 3 golden rules so that all the children can swap safely: 
 

 If you bring the cards or albums to school, it is your responsibility to leave them in a safe 
place i.e., teachers desk or office. They are not to be left in school bags. There is always a 
risk when something precious is brought to school that it could go missing so think carefully 
before bringing them. The school will not be responsible for any missing cards or albums. 

 The children can only swap with children from the same grade level so that the younger 
ones cannot be taken advantage of in any trade deals.   

 The children are to only swap what they have 2 of……eg, if you have 2 Nick Riewoldt cards, 
one may be swapped for another card the child needs. 

  
With these parameters in mind, all children should be able to swap happily! 
 
While we are on crazes, I read on the weekend that Catherine Hettinger, the lady who invented 
the finger spinner is not making a cent out of the latest craze. 
Hettinger held the patent on finger spinners for eight years, but surrendered it in 2005 because 
she could not afford the $400 (£310) renewal fee. 
I’m sure it’s a decision she would like to change on reflection!  
We haven’t banned them as some schools have, we just don’t want them in the classroom. The 
children are too distracted, dropping them and not focusing on the work to be done. 
Once again, like footy cards, the school can’t take responsibility for them and they need to be left 
in a safe place. There is a nice collection that has been handed in at the office, having been left 
lying around. If the children can describe their spinner they have lost, they can have it back…. 
Now I’ve just got to come up with the next idea for a craze and patent it! 

http://www.freepatentsonline.com/5591062.html


FLEXIBUZZ HAS ARRIVED 
Our school App, Tiqbiz has changed its name to Flexibuzz. 
It is exactly the same App with the only difference being a new name. Many families have already 
changed over to the Flexibuzz App, which is a simple and easy process. We are continuing to 
use Flexibuzz as a regular communication tool with families and encourage everyone to access 
the App to keep up with important announcements. Setting it to receive ‘notifications’ is helpful 
and ensures that you receive any important reminders as they are sent out.  
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 handed out some wonderful “Student of the Week” awards  
 reminded children that rocks and sticks are not to be played with in the yard 
 thanked our staff, parents, children for a very successful Grandparent’s Day where we     

estimate that 350 visitors came to our school  
 heard some wonderful weekend achievements. 
 
 
See you around the school. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 

Grade 6 Volleyball  

The Grade 6 Volleyball teams   
competed in the Upwey Cup on 
Wednesday 24th of May.  It was a 
fantastic opportunity for the   
students to learn new skills from 
some very experienced and       
talented Upwey High School      
students. We would like to thank 
Upwey High for hosting and       
organising this day. The girls and 

boys from Tecoma represented the school with good sportsmanship 
and high spirits. Tecoma were very lucky to win the cup on the day. 
The boys won every match they played and just got over the line in 
what was a very exciting and skilful final.  

LOST UNIFORM 
Attention Parents:  Our lovely parent volunteer, Marnie Martin, went 
through our lost property bin yesterday. We were disappointed in  
the number of NAMED items (40 to be exact) that we found when   
emptying the bin. Please stress to your child/ren the importance of    
looking after their belongings. Thanks.  



WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
Our staff at Tecoma Primary School 
 
This week I would like to spend some time talking about the staff we have at our school.   
 
At the moment teaching staff are all busy writing student reports, so as to provide you with      
information on your child’s development and what the next step in their learning will be. 
 
As well as writing and reading reports, which take hours upon hours of time, with the majority of 
this taking place after teaching hours and on weekends, they also take part in an enormous 
amount of professional learning.  Your child may have mentioned that their teacher was away at 
a Professional Learning day.  Over the last month alone, staff have attended sessions on a huge 
variety of topics, in order to stay up to date with new initiatives and to refine their teaching skills. 
Sessions on Literacy skills, numeracy skills, environmental studies, music innovations, Prep  
Network meetings, health and wellbeing, Physical Education, Digital Technologies, Science, 
KidsMatter, Transition (from primary to secondary school), linking with the local community to 
form stronger bonds, leadership skills, mentoring skills, CPR updates, etc have all been          
attended.   
 
You may also see staff often rushing off after school to attend sessions as well.  Many also give 
up their weekends, and time with their own families, to attend professional learning sessions so 
that they can learn more about how to provide the best for your children. 
 
The ladies in the office, our integration staff and our Out of School Hours Care staff also take 
part in a great deal of professional learning, to ensure our school community receives the most 
up to date and most efficient service, advice and care.   
 
This week I felt it was important to share with you just a little bit about the staff we have here at 
Tecoma...a staff who go above and beyond to ensure your children receive a great, well-rounded 
education. 
 
I know you will all join with me to say thank you to all the staff in the school for the amazing job 
they do! 
 
 
School Uniform 
 
Over the last month we have noticed a number of items being worn by students which do not 
meet the standards outlined by school council, in our School’s Uniform Policy.  Cats ears    
headbands, stripy or bright coloured socks/tights, hoodies, dressy earrings (which can be a    
disaster waiting to happen if children are playing sport), and coloured nail polish are being worn 
by a number of students.  Parents, we need your help!  We do not really want to become the 
‘uniform police’.  It takes me back to my school days when I had to kneel so that the length of my 
dress was measured, where finger nails were checked, for length and cleanliness and when you 
even had to show you had a handkerchief.  Pretty archaic I recon!  Mums and dads can you 
please ensure your child comes to school each day, in the uniform which school council has 
asked them to wear. (Attached on following page) 
 
 
 
 



POLICY STATEMENT 

 
 

PURPOSE: 
 
A uniform dress code reinforces in students a pride in belonging to the school community,       
provides a sense of identity and recognition when outside the school grounds, avoids social    
inequalities based on fashion and competitiveness and provides equal opportunity and safety in 
sporting and social situations. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 

 To promote equality amongst all students 
 

 To further develop a sense of pride in, and identification with our school. 
 

 To provide durable clothing that is cost effective and practical for our school environment. 
 

 To maintain and enhance the positive image of our school in the community. 
 
GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTATION: 
 

 After consultation with the school community and the students, School Council has         
developed a Dress Code that we believe provides a choice for students, allows for students 
to safely engage in the many varied school activities, and caters for the financial constraints 
of families. 

 

 School Council views the uniform as the only acceptable attire, and parents have the prime 
responsibility for ensuring that students attend school in the approved uniform. 

 

 The Dress Code applies during school hours, while travelling to and from school, and when 
students are on school excursions unless an exemption is necessary and permission is  
approved by the Principal. 

 

 The school uniform shall be determined by the School Council in conjunction with the 
school community. 

 
Most items are available from the Uniform Shop at school which is open on Tuesday’s 8:45am – 
9:15am and Wednesday’s 3:15pm - 3:45pm (subject to change, you will be notified). Order forms 
are available from the school office at other times. 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

SUMMER 
 Green/white pleated dress 

 Red Polo Shirt 

 Green Unisex Shorts 

 Green Skorts (shorts which look like a skirt) 

 Black or white socks, preferably over the ankle 

 Black school shoes or black or white runners 

 On cool/cold days, the school’s windcheater or bomber jacket may be worn. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On cold or rainy days, a rain jacket may be worn over the uniform. 
 
The Year 6 Black Bomber Jacket is listed as an Essential Item. 
Year 6 students have the opportunity to purchase a black polo shirt if they so wish. 
 

 
 

 Stud earrings and sleepers worn only in ears, plus watches are the only acceptable jewellery. 
 

 Other than clear nail polish, cosmetics may not be worn at school. 
 

 The only headwear that is acceptable is Sunsmart hats and red and green hair accessories. 
 

 The Principal reserves the right to deem student hair styles/colouring excessive and           
inappropriate for school. 
 

 Closed footwear should be worn. 
 

 All Year 6 students will be encouraged to purchase their “Year 6 polo tops” and it will form 
part of their uniform options. 
 

 The student Dress Code, including details of the uniform items and places of purchase, will 
be published in the newsletter at the start of each year. 
 

 School Council requires the Principal, Assistant Principal and staff to be responsible for the 
implementation of the dress code. 
 

 A uniform shop, operated by parents, will stock new and second hand uniforms. 
 

 Arrangements can be made to supply uniforms via the State Schools Relief for families      
experiencing economic hardship. 
 

 Parents must provide a note stating a specific reason why a student is out of uniform for that 
particular day. 
 

 Disciplinary measures used to enforce the School Dress Code will be at the discretion of the 
Principal, Assistant Principal and staff. 
 

 Parents seeking exemptions to the Dress Code due to religious beliefs, ethnic or cultural 
background, student disability, health condition or economic hardship must apply in writing to 
School Council. 
 
Thank you for your support with this. 
Have a fantastic week! 
Regards 
Di Double 

This is the prescribed uniform and students are required to wear it. 

WINTER 

 Red Windcheater or red and green Bomber Jacket 

 Green Pinafore Dress 

 Red Polo Shirt (long or short sleeve) 

 Green Tracksuit Pants 

 Green Bootleg Pants 

 Black or white socks, bottle green tights or black leggings 

 Black school shoes or black or white runners 

  



OFFICE NEWS  

 Term 2 Levies were sent home yesterday. The costs are as follows: 

  Prep   $22 

  Grades 1/2  $8 

  Grades 3/4  $30 

  Grades 5  $16 

  Grades 6  $67 

 Please note that SWIMMING has now closed. We will no longer be able to accept any 
more students for our Swimming Program in June. 

 Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon 
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone. 

 

Many thanks, 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums     Violin 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 

Guitar      Singing 

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 

Piano 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

MUSIC NEWS 

On Monday 29th May, the whole choir will be performing at assembly with 
Susie and Phil Splitter-Davies. They are two musicians who the choir have 
been working with.  If you are able to attend please come and listen, as it is a 
privilege for our choir to have been asked to perform with this couple. 
 
Just a reminder to choir parents that the Hamer Hall performance is only for 
members of the choir who are in grade 5 & 6. 
 
Thanks, 
Sally Connell 







STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Marley T Marley it is so lovely to see how much you care about your peers. You are 
always looking out for others and your beautiful manners are appreciated 

by everyone around you. You are a true bucket filler Marley! :-) 

Prep M Xanthe B Xanthe makes positive choices in the classroom. She always thinks of 
others and is honest and patient. This Student of the Week is for always 

doing the right thing, even when no one is watching. 

Prep W Jade C-L Jade has been completing some excellent Writing pieces over the last few 
weeks. She matches the sound that she hears to a letter and does her very 
best to spell all of her words correctly. Keep up the fantastic work Jade!  

1P Aston N For Aston’s wonderful attitude towards all his learning and how he 
endeavours to work out difficult words by sounding them out so carefully 
and being so independent in trying to read. Aston has already read for 79 

nights!!!! Amazing! 
1R Griffin W Well done on your amazing story about visiting the planet Venus. You 

had a very original problem (volcano erupting) and solution (climbing to 
the top of a mountain). You hooked me in with an exciting ‘sizzling start’ 

and used feedback to improve your writing. Fantastic job Griffin.  
1V Ashlee T Ashlee, you have been putting a lot of effort into your home reading and 

have read over 75 nights. It’s wonderful to see you enjoying books so 
much, making improvements and becoming such an expert reader!     

Great work! 
1V Griffin W For working hard and making great progress in your reading this semester. 

Griffin, you are now able to read with lovely fluency and expression and 
can explain everything about the stories that you read! Keep up the     

great work! 
2N Nayara N Nayara is someone who is always willing to help others in our grade.  She 

always has a positive attitude and always tries her best.  Nothing phases her 
as she takes everything in her stride. Fantastic Nayara. 

2N Caitlin B Caitlin has made an amazing advertisement inviting aliens to come to 
planet Earth for a holiday.  “Come and enjoy a holiday like nowhere else in 

our galaxy.” She has used colour, pictures and catch phrases perfectly. 
2R All of 2R Well done to all of 2R for your amazing performance on Grandparent’s 

Day. You blew us all away with your great singing, and also showed your 
grandparents how awesome we are in 2R. There are no holes in our buckets 

any more! 
3GP Kyla D Kyla has made a wonderful effort to use strong words in her narrative 

writing, for example...Basking in the sun the three blind men heard some 
strange news. 

3W Eve P Eve has really enjoyed making trioramas of the habitats we have been 
researching.  Her artistic skills and careful attention to detail have been on 
full display to produce a very attractive and detailed exhibit.  Great work. 



4V Ayla C For her persistence and engagement when learning multiplication 
doubling strategies. You moved past your doubts and learnt you could do 

it! Well done Ayla, you should be proud of yourself! 

4V Jonathan U For persevering with editing his persuasive writing to make his arguments 
that there should be less days spent at school stronger. Keep up the 

excellent editing Jonathan! 

5G Amy W Amy’s positive approach to her Science project on candles and balloons has 
been wonderful.  She has listened to advice, thought carefully about the 
procedure and considered what variable is involved.  We look forward to 

the results Amy!  Well done! 

5M Merinda  Merinda has worked really hard in her Maths group and now understands 
how to add and subtract fractions with unrelated denominators. The effort 

you have put into this learning has given you such a great feeling.        
Well done.  

6F Vinnie C Vinnie led many of the school student community like The Pied Piper 
during Grandparent’s Day. Although it was dodgy 80’s music, it was a 

wonderful and spontaneous display of a positive community - well      
done Vinnie! 

6L Beau S Beau wrote a letter to his parents pretending to be a soldier at war. He gave 
a descriptive account of what life was like in the muddy trenches of war.  

He really put himself into the role using the knowledge from his research 
during our ANZAC unit. Well done Beau! 

JAPANESE Ava L Ava-san (Ms.Ava) has learnt to construct excellent Japanese sentences 
using different adjectives in Hiragana and Katakana letters. Her attitude 

toward learning new things is a good example to her class. 
すばらしい！(Subarashii!: Fantastic!) 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

LOST PROPERTY - TOYS 

The school office is receiving a large number of soft toys, 
fidget spinners, etc., that are being left around the school 

grounds. Please refrain from sending your child/ren’s           
favourite toys to school. Thanks. 



UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

PAEDIATRIC FIRST AID & CPR  with Revive2Survive      
For new parents or those wanting to be updated on the latest first aid 

techniques, this information session will cover baby & child CPR,      
asthma, anaphylaxis, choking, drowning, bites & stings.  

 
Student workbook access prior. CPR certificate on completion.  

 
Photo ID req.  

Thursday 22nd June 10.00am-12.30pm Cost $65 

 

Selby Community House. 1 Minak Rd, Selby.   

To enrol please phone 9754 2039 

 

Cooking skills for kids at Coonara  

Community House 

Wednesdays 4.00-6.00m 

May 31- amazing lunchbox goodies 

June 14 - perfect pizzas 

June 28 - delicious desserts 

$20 per session. Suitable or ages 8-12 year olds. 










