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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

MAY 
 

Friday 25th 
District Cross Country 

@  
Crystalbrooke 

(participating students) 
 

Tuesday 29th 
CERES Excursion 

Grades 1/2 
 

Wednesday 30th 
Winter Interschool Sports 

Grades 5/6 
 

JUNE 
 

Friday 1st 
Advanced Presentation 

Skills - Year 6’s 
 

Thursday 7th 
CERES Incursion  

Grades 5/6 
 

Friday 8th 
Advanced Presentation 

Skills - Year 6’s 
 

Monday 11th 
Queen’s Birthday  

Holiday 
 

Tuesday 12th 
Divisional Cross Country 

@ Yarra Valley 
(participating students 

only) 

GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
Our thanks goes to the children, staff, parents, grandparents and 
special friends who were able to help us celebrate Education this 
week at Tecoma.  
Our Grandparent’s Concert and Open Day activities in the 
classrooms created a fantastic buzz around the school, despite the 
inclement weather.  
The format of splitting the concerts worked smoothly with the Prep 
concert before recess, a special morning tea and then the grade 1/2 
concert after recess. Our children were just wonderful in performing 
their items to their special friends in the audience. 
A huge thank you to Chris Dykes and the Out of School Hours Care 
ladies and to our staff who baked a delicious morning tea.  
We love giving a snapshot to our visitors, who don’t get into our 
classrooms very often, of what we do at our school. Thank you to all 
those who passed on such lovely comments. We would love to see 
you back in our school in the very near future. 
 
NORTH EAST VICTORIA REGION TRIBUTES CONCERT 
On Tuesday night, Mrs Connell, took a group of 14 children, 7 from 
year 5 and 7 from year 6 along to the North East Victoria Region 
“tributes” concert at Hamer Hall. There were certainly some nerves 
as we met outside the hall at 6.30pm. 
It was a tremendous night of music, showcasing the many talents 
that are nurtured in government schools. Tributes’ featured massed 
concert bands, orchestras and choirs including the renowned 
massed primary choir of over 200 students. 
Thanks to Mrs Connell who has worked with the children and all who 
attended. I’m sure the memory of performing on the stage at a 
venue such as Hamer Hall will live long in the children’s minds. 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on 
the following days: 
 

Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 



…….AND SOME NICE FEEDBACK FROM THIS EVENT: 
On Wednesday morning, the day after the concert, the school received an email from a person 
who was sitting on the train amongst our children who were returning from the practice that day 
at Hamer Hall. With the permission of the author of the email, I have put the email below for you 
to read: 
Hello 
Today I was fortunate enough to catch the train home where a cohort of your students were  
seated. I wanted to both congratulate and thank you.  
The students from your school were not only a breath of fresh air, but they were respectful,    
confident and a ray of sunshine in an otherwise long and boring trip. I loved their singing and   
enjoyed hearing about their upcoming performance. 
Please pass on my gratitude to your teachers and also to these amazing young children. They 
are an absolute credit to your school and really portray a wonderful story of what Tecoma PS is 
all about. Congratulations, what an amazing job you are doing! And thank you for sharing them 
with me today!  
 
I sent a thank you email back, stating also how proud we are of our children and that it is nice to 
hear that our children out in the public, away from the classroom, represent our school so well. 
The aim is, we together as a school community, create global citizens that can cope and thrive in 
the big world out there. It’s nice to hear that our children are doing just that! Well done kids! 
 
PENNY DRIVE LAUNCH with MR. MERLINO ATTENDING 
As mentioned in the past few newsletters, our local member and Education Minister Mr. James 
Merlino will attend our school on Friday morning at 10am for the launch of the Penny Drive song.  
This song was written by some of our children from grades 5 and 6 last year and commemorates 
the Penny Project after World War 1 involving Victorian children and the rebuilding of               
Villers - Bretonneux in France. It is a powerful, beautiful song. 
This is a project of the Dandenong Ranges Music Council in conjunction with Phil and Susie 
Splitter-Davies and the choirs of Macclesfield, Kallista and Tecoma Primary School. 
If you would like to see this launch, we would love to see you here. 
 
MAJOR RAFFLE 
Our school has been given the wonderful opportunity to do some fundraising by participating in 
the “GREAT COMMUNITY RAFFLE”.   
 
The Ferntree Gully Motor Group are donating all the prizes at no cost to participating                
organisations. 
 
This year, 2 cars will be given away. 
1

st
 Prize: Holden Equinox LS- $29,990 drive away  

2
nd

 Prize: $1000 Westfield Gift card 
3

rd
 Prize: $500 Westfield Gift card 

 
All proceeds from the sale of our allotted tickets go directly to the school. 
 
Tickets are $2 each. We have allocated your family 5 tickets to sell and they will be sent home to 
you in the next few days. If you need or would like more than 5 tickets to sell, please     
contact the school and we can allocate you more. The more tickets we sell as a school, the more 
we raise and the greater the chance we have of one of our community members being a winner. 
 
If you don’t wish to participate in selling tickets, can you please return them to the school 
for others to sell. It is important that tickets sold or not sold are all accounted for. 
 
Tickets can be sold from now until July 31, 2018. The raffle will be drawn on 20

th
 August, 2018. 

 
We thank you for your support as this is one of our major fundraisers for the year.  
 



WORKING BEE 
A big thank you to a small but hardy group of parents and staff who came along to the Working 
Bee on Sunday. Despite the inclement weather, we managed to knock over a number of jobs that 
needed attending to. Some of the jobs completed included:  
 
 Pruning back branches and bushes along Burwood Hwy 
 Taking down the torn shadesail in the grade 3-6 playground 
 Replacing lights in the art/music room 
 Painting over graffiti 
 Fixing doors that wont close 
 Putting up wire in classrooms 
 Washing walls 
 Spreading mulch 
 Sweeping, weeding, gardening and cleaning 
 Rustproofing the roof 
 And many more jobs 
 
Thank you to the following staff and parents that came along (taken from the sign in book);  
Mr Darbyshire, Mrs McManamon, Ford family, Brown family, Koolan family, McManamon family, 
Jensen family, Nicol family, De Bruijn family, Cooper-Davies Family, Trsek family and the     
Grainger family. 
 
We are very reliant on the support of our parents in maintaining the high standards of facilities 
our children and staff enjoy. We will try a different time for our next Working Bee to try and avoid 
kids sport on the weekend but we would love to see a better attendance at the next Working Bee. 
We would love to see you here. 
 
PUNCTUALITY STAR: 
Congratulations Charlotte B in 4D for being this weeks Punctuality Star! Charlotte was here at     
9 o’clock when our random draw was held and won a free $5 lunch order. Well done Charlotte! 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Handed out some wide and varied Student of the Week achievement awards 
 Reminded all the children of the Grandparent’s Day on Tuesday May 22 
 Thanked all those that attended the working bee on Sunday 
 Wished well the students who are attending the NEVR tributes concert at Hamer Hall on 

Tuesday night 
 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements! 
 
See you around the school and thank you to all of you that came to the Grandparent’s Day. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 
 
 



NEWS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
NAPLAN NUMERACY (continued) 
 
This week we look at the Minimum Standards for year 5 Students: 
Number 
In number, students at the minimum standard at Year 5 typically understand and recognise      
relationships between numbers and perform simple calculations with the four operations. 
Students meeting the minimum standard have developed number sense of whole numbers with 
up to three digits, and use the understanding of the four operations to solve routine problems in 
familiar contexts. They generally interpret the symbols for common fractions and decimals, and 
they add and subtract decimals with the same number of decimal places. 
 
Whole numbers 
Students recognise, read, compare, and order whole numbers up to four digits. For example, 
students can generally: 
 recognise different representations of a whole number   
 use place value to compare, order or locate numbers on a number line   
 multiply or divide by 10 or 100 in place-value contexts. 
 
Fractions and decimals 
Students recognise equivalent forms of common fractions and link unit fractions to familiar      
situations. For example, students can generally: 
 identify and use equal partitions, and name the parts  
 recognise different representations of simple fractions 
 compare decimals with the same number of decimal places 
 use common unit fractions to solve routine problems. 
 
Calculating 
Students recall addition and subtraction facts with one- and two-digit numbers and link to routine 
multiplication and related division facts. They add and subtract whole numbers to hundreds and 
decimal fractions with the same number of decimal places, and multiply one-digit numbers. For 
example, students can generally: 
 recall addition and subtraction facts of small numbers  
 identify and use known number facts to assist calculations   
 multiply small whole numbers 
 complete operations with coins and record amounts of money in decimals 
 add or subtract common fractions with the same denominators. 
 
Applying number 
Students recognise situations that require the use of addition, subtraction, multiplication or      
division. For example, students can generally: 
 recognise the use of a single operation in familiar contexts  
 use addition or subtraction to solve routine problems  
 solve routine problems involving a single operation    
 add or subtract decimals in money/measurement contexts 
 estimate the value of simple computations  
 link the four operations to routine situations. 
  
Space 
In space, students at the minimum standard at Year 5 identify familiar 2D shapes and recognise 
simple representations of common 3D objects that illustrate the essential features. 
They generally identify symmetrical and non-symmetrical shapes and recognise spatial patterns 
and tessellations. They interpret conventions used in simple maps, grids and plans. 
 



Classification and properties of shapes 
Students identify common properties of 2D shapes or 3D objects and use the correct            
mathematical terms to describe them. For example, students can generally: 
 identify features of common shapes and objects  
 summarise features of groups of common shapes or objects  
 interpret the spatial language used in describing common shapes and objects. 
 
Students recognise common shapes and objects presented in drawings and diagrams. For     
example, students can generally: 
 interpret drawings of shapes or objects that reflect the size and significant features   
 recognise different orientations of a shape or different perspectives of an object 
 identify shapes or objects with given features  
 visualise simple objects made of unit cubes. 
 
Transformations 
Students identify shapes and designs that are symmetrical or asymmetrical. They recognise a 
single transformation used in patterns or arrangements including tessellations. For example,  
students can generally: 
 identify symmetrical shapes and designs  
 identify the result of a single transformation of a simple shape 
 identify common shapes that tessellate. 
 
Location and movement 
Students interpret key symbols and conventions used in maps, grids and plans. For example, 
students can generally: 
 interpret the symbols for the key compass directions  
 link the four major compass points to a quarter, half, three-quarters and a full turn 
 interpret and follow directions. 
  
Algebra, function and pattern 
In algebra, function and pattern, students at the minimum standard at Year 5 complete number 
sentences with whole numbers involving addition or subtraction. 
They generally recognise number patterns involving one operation and they select the correct 
rule used in a given pattern. 
 
Relationships 
Students recognise number relationships in familiar contexts. For example, students can       
generally: 
 identify a familiar criterion used in arranging and sorting shapes or objects 
 recognise and describe simple relationships   
 use simple tables or graphs to predict change. 
 
Students make links between arithmetic operations based on familiar properties. For example, 
students can generally: 
 make links between routine multiplication and division facts  
 use known facts to work out related calculations  
 make changes to computations that maintain equivalence. 
 
Equivalence 
Students solve simple number sentences arising from familiar situations. For example, students 
can generally: 
 recognise the number sentence that matches a familiar situation 
 recognise equivalence in familiar contexts (e.g. balance scales) 
 solve one-step number sentences involving simple calculations. 
 
 



Patterns 
Students recognise and describe numerical and spatial patterns. For example, students can  
generally: 
 recognise different representations of the same pattern  
 recognise a single relationship between consecutive terms  
 continue number patterns requiring one-step calculations. 
  
Measurement, chance and data 
In measurement, chance and data, students at the minimum standard at Year 5 use standard 
units such as centimetres and metres to measure lengths, grams and kilograms to measure 
mass, and litres to measure capacity. 
Students meeting the minimum standard identify the possible outcomes for familiar events and 
make predictions. They read data in tables and simple graphs, and check simple statements. 
 
Measures 
Students compare, measure, and order lengths, areas, volumes, angles and masses selecting 
and using suitable standard units and appropriate measuring instruments and scales. For        
example, students can generally: 
 choose the appropriate attribute to compare objects 
 measure and compare areas of shapes on grids counting whole and half units  
 measure and compare volumes counting informal units  
 arrange measurements in order of magnitude  
 make reasonable estimates of a quantity using known measures.  
 
Students recognise different recordings of metric measures. They understand relationships     
between perimeters of familiar shapes and the lengths of their sides. For example, students can 
generally: 
 read measures from simple whole-unit scales.  
 
Students read times on digital clocks and key times on analogue clocks, and they calculate     
durations of specific events. Students use calendars and simple timetables and timelines to     
sequence events. For example, students can generally: 
 recognise key times on analogue clocks and read times on digital clocks  
 identify equivalent forms of saying and recording a key time   
 use calendars and timetables to seek specific information. 
 
Data 
Students identify the possible outcomes for familiar events and predict their comparative        
likelihood. For example, students can generally: 
 make predictions based on data. 
 
Students read data presented in tables, bar graphs and simple two-way tables and make simple 
interpretations. For example, students can generally: 
 read tabular and graphical displays involving simple whole-number scales  
 check statements or predictions against data 
 identify variation within a set of data. 
  
Working mathematically 
In working mathematically, the emphasis is on the processes rather than strand-specific content. 
In working mathematically, students at the minimum standard at Year 5 can generally recognise 
and respond to routine questions involving known facts in familiar contexts. 
 
Students at the minimum standard recall number facts, terms, properties of common shapes and 
recognise common objects in simple diagrams. For example, students can generally: 
 recall properties of numbers, common fractions, measures, familiar shapes and objects   
 recognise diagrams of common shapes and objects, equivalent forms of whole numbers, 

common fractions, decimals and simple expressions   



 calculate with whole numbers, common fractions with the same denominators and          
decimals   

 read and interpret information from whole-number scales, tables, simple graphs and        
pictographs (one-to-one or one-to-two correspondence)   

 measure length, area, mass and capacity using standard units   
 group shapes, objects or numbers according to a familiar attribute. 
 
Students at the minimum standard apply simple strategies to solve routine problems. For         
example, students can generally: 
 select the correct operation or the missing number in a number sentence 
 construct and complete number sentence involving one operation   
 interpret a situation presented in diagrams, tables or simple graphs   
 follow simple instructions and procedures   
 analyse patterns to identify the rule   
 solve routine problems in familiar contexts. 
 
As you can see there are many parts of Numeracy being taught and assessed by your child’s 

classroom teacher.  The minimum standards for numeracy describe some of the skills and       

understandings students are generally expected to demonstrate at their particular year of  

schooling. The standards are intended to be a snapshot of typical achievement and do not      

describe the full range of what students are taught or what they may achieve. 

Enjoy your week. 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
Ever since I was a child I have had this instinctive urge for expansion and growth.  To me,        
the function and duty of a quality human being is the sincere and honest development of one’s 
potential. 
    Bruce Lee 

MUSIC NEWS 
Tomorrow, Friday 25th May, our whole choir will join with the choirs from Macclesfield and     
Kallista Primary School’s to perform a song for the first time. This song was written by some of 
our children from grades 5 and 6 last year and commemorates the Penny Project after World 
War 1 involving Victorian children and the rebuilding of Villers - Bretonneux in France. It is a 
powerful, beautiful song. 
If you are interested in hearing it, we will be singing around 9:30am in our school gym to          
Mr Merlino and other dignitaries. 
 
Instrumental concert will be Wednesday June 6th in the 1/2 building after school. 
Look forward to seeing you there.  
 
Yours in music, 
Sally Connell 

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/numeracy/minimum-standards


STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep C Arianne B Arianne has worked so hard on our Mass unit this week. She used the 
balance scales with care and did very detailed drawing when ordering 

the weight of kitchen items. Well done Arianne! 

Prep C Abigail G Abigail is such an amazing friend. She plays nicely with all students and 
always includes others when they are looking for someone to play 
with. We love having Abigail’s cheeky sense of humour and happy 
smile in Prep C. Well done Abigail. We are very luck to have you! 

Prep K Jordan S Congratulations on getting your award for 100 nights of reading 
Jordan! What a star. It’s great to see how enthusiastic your are with 

your learning so far. Keep it up Jordan :-).  

Prep W Logan V Logan has been working super hard in Maths lessons lately. Last week, 
he came up with a question, surveyed his classmates and recorded their 
answers as a tally. You did a great job Logan and should be very happy 

with your hard work! 

Prep Y Charlotte J-S Charlotte your commitment to learning the names and sounds of the 
alphabet this term has been wonderful. Your concentration in class has 
enabled you to recognise more letters and sounds. You are now able to 
read and write some of your Golden Words which was a goal that you 

set for yourself this term.  You are also now able to write your own 
name confidently. You should be so proud of the effort you are 

showing to your learning Charlotte. Well done! 

1R All of 1R For the wonderful way you have been taking care of your teacher 
whilst she has been recovering from her broken ankle. You have shown 

a great sense of community with your helpfulness, kindness and 
consideration over the past 2 weeks. Thank you! 

1V Liam P For setting yourself up for great learning each day, by focussing on  
your work and avoiding distractions. Liam you have been working 

wonderfully, and completing fabulous work as a result!                                                                   
This is very impressive! Keep it up! 

2L Iolanthe B Iolanthe has had an amazing start at Tecoma Primary School. She has 
settled into 2L extremely well, has made many new friends and is 

working well on all her tasks. Welcome Iolanthe. 

2L Milla L Milla is a writing superstar. Her narrative ‘Snake Attack’ was planned 
using the Seven Steps to Writing Success Planner and included lots of 
detail. Milla’s sizzling start was captivating, leaving me wanting to read 

more. Awesome work Milla! 

2M Lucy H Lucy was an important contributor to the development of our 
Grandparent’s Day item. Her suggestions and thoughts were all about 

how the item could be made better. She has also been a supportive 
friend to many others in our classroom.  



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

2M Tahlea B  The effort that Tahlea is putting into her learning is amazing. She is 
starting to approach new things with a new level of confidence. Her 

work in the Reading Room has been evidence of this.  

2N Willow F What a great team leader Willow is.   
While the grade was doing a brainstorming activity in groups, Willow 

took on the ‘directors’ role and ensured that everyone took turns, 
listened to and shared their ideas.  It was wonderful seeing you being so 

fair and responsible Willow.  Great work. 

3GN Annika B Annie has shown dedication in striving for instant recall of number 
facts, like doubles and then using them to work out near doubles facts. 

She never gives up, has a responsible attitude to her learning and 
maintains a wonderfully positive outlook. Well done Annie! 

3W Isaiah C Isaiah has been working really hard to improve his reading.  He has 
learnt more of his High Frequency Words and moved up 2 Reading 
levels this year. What a great achievement Isaiah. Congratulations. 

4D Blake V For being able to successfully use many ‘Tricks of the Trade’ when 
writing persuasive pieces. It is a pleasure to read Blake’s work because it 

is carefully planned out and well written. Congratulations Blake.  

4D Kyla D For thinking strategically when planning out her persuasive piece 
‘Bananas are the best fruit’. I look forward to reading the final copy of 

your work. Congratulations Kyla  

4V Lexie B For helping others with their work. Lexie, you are always being so kind 
and helpful to those you sit next to, assisting them when they are 

unsure of a task. You never seek praise for this, but will do it even when 
no one is watching. Thank you for being so caring and helping others 

to achieve their best!  
4V Audrey T For her creative open-minded portrait in Reading. Audrey, you 

challenged yourself and really tried to put yourself into the mind of 
Willy Wonka and explain what he would be thinking during a moment 

of the story. It was amazing to read what you came up with!  
Great work Audrey! 

5G Hayden K Hayden has gone from a sprained wrist to a fractured foot over the last 
couple of weeks and not once has he let that get him down. He has 
continued to give 100% in all classroom activities, kept a beautiful 

smile on his face and been there for others when they need it. Hayden 
has even been regularly playing tag in the playground with his mates as 
his agility on crutches increases. Thank you Hayden for keeping such a 

positive attitude! You are an excellent role model to your friends! 
5R Connor B Connor, I love the Can-Do attitude that you are bringing to your 

reading.  You are willing to try new things, and are putting extra effort 
into your learning. You are now starting to reap the rewards!           

Keep it up! 



MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

5R Lucy S Lucy, you have been working extremely hard to create your ‘Buddy 
Book’ about Tiana and her lost puppy.  Your writing includes a Sizzling 
Start, strong vocabulary and an exciting ending.  Your buddy is going 

to love it!  Well done! 
6F Amy W Amy is such a diligent student. She has worked really hard this week as 

we have studied angles. She has learnt about complimentary and 
supplementary angles, as well as vertical and adjacent angles. Amy, 

your growth mindset throughout this unit of work has been      
fantastic. Well done! 

6M Emma P Emma has been committed to her learning. Listening intently, asking 
interesting questions and is always prepared for each lesson. Emma 

implements strategies to improve and enhance her work ,resulting in a 
well written and insightful Soldier's Letter. You have been focused and 

determined to produce your personal best. Well Done Emma.  

6M Jake A Jake has been committed to his Leadership role of Science Captain. He 
is enthusiastic about the choice of  science activity, thinking carefully 
about the 1/2 students. Jake has enjoyed this responsibility and has 
taken on feedback each week, keen to be the best leader he can be. 

Jake has a kind and gentle approach, always helping and supporting the 
1/2 students. I look forward to your continued improvement 

throughout the year.  

JAPANESE Millie V Millie-san (Miss. Millie) has been putting a lot of effort into learning 
the new Japanese phrases and being a very helpful member of the 3W 

during the  Japanese class.  She is also making it a habit to talk to 
Masae-sensei in Japanese using different questions inside and outside 

the class. Very well done!  
よくできました！(Yo-ku de-ki-ma-shi-ta ! : Well done!) 

GRADE NAME REASON 



OFFICE NEWS  

 Term 2 Levies were sent out a few weeks ago.  

  Please find costs below: 

  Prep   $25 

  Grade 1/2 $25 

  Grade 3/4 No Levy This Term :)  

  Grade 5  $20 

  Grade 6  $71  

 
 All Levies are now on Qkr! 

 ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent, 
please notify the school via Flexibuzz by 10:30am on the day of 
their absence. 

Many thanks, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 





The Great Community Raffle is back again this year!  
Raffle tickets will be coming home soon.  
This is a great fundraiser for our school. 





LUNCH ORDERS - TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAYS 




