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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

MAY 
 

Friday 18th 
Advanced Presentation 

Skills - Year 6’s 
 

Tuesday 22nd 
GRANDPARENT’S DAY 

10.45AM TO 1.00PM 
NEVR Choir @ Hamer 

Hall in the evening 
(participating students 

only) 
 

Wednesday 23rd 
Upwey Cup Volleyball 
(participating students) 

 
Friday 25th 

District Cross Country 
@  

Crystalbrooke 
(participating students) 

 
Tuesday 29th 

CERES Excursion 
Grades 1/2 

 
Wednesday 30th 

Winter Interschool Sports 
Grades 5/6 

 

JUNE 
 

Friday 1st 
Advanced Presentation 

Skills - Year 6’s 
 
 

GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
As has been mentioned in the last 3 editions of the newsletter, our 
2018 Grandparent’s Day is on Tuesday May 22. 
We have split the junior school concert. 
We will run the concert for Prep grandparents only at 10:45am in the 
hall. This will be followed by a morning tea for all Grandparents at 
11:00am. 
At 11:30am, we will run the junior school concert for grade 1/2 
grandparents. 
Outside of the concerts, grandparents are invited to spend time with 
their grandchildren between 10:45am and 1:00pm. 
Unlike other years, the school will not run a BBQ lunch. We 
encourage grandparents, if they wish, to stay for lunch with their 
grandchild, to bring along a hamper and if it’s a nice day, a picnic 
rug and use our lovely grounds.  

 
We look forward to having lots of visitors in our school on May 22. 
 
WORKING BEE 
Hopefully, you received a notice regarding an upcoming Working 
Bee this Sunday, May 20. This Working Bee is in preparation for 
Grandparents Day where we have so many visitors to our school. 
Many of the jobs will be outside jobs so if you are able to bring 
wheelbarrows, rakes, brooms and blowers to supplement the 
equipment we have here, that would be terrific. If anyone has a pole 
saw to attack some of the high branches, that would be fantastic. 
 
Hope to see you here between 9:00am and 1.30pm on May 20. 

Time Event Where For who? 

10.45am Prep concert Hall Prep Grandparents 

11 -11.30am Morning tea Grade 1/2 building 

or lower basketball 

court if it’s a nice 

day 

All Grandparents 

11.30am -

12pm 

Grade 1/2 concert Hall Grade 1/2        

Grandparents 

12-1pm Classroom visits Each child’s      

classroom 

All Grandparents 



NAPLAN 
Congratulations to our Yr. 3 and Yr. 5 cohorts of students who have participated in Language 
conventions, Writing and Reading as well as the numeracy component completed today.  
 
Individual student performance is shown on a national achievement scale for each test. A 
NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later in the year. It is important to note that NAPLAN 
is a snapshot of were students are performing at the time of the test and is just one aspect of the 
schools assessment and reporting. NAPLAN test results are used by the school to discuss      
student progress, additional support, and strengths and weaknesses in the teaching program.  
 
ENROL NOW FOR 2019 
We have already received a significant number of Prep enrolments in 2019. If you have a child 
who will be starting school next year, please collect an enrolment form from the school office.  If 
you have family or friends who have a child commencing school in 2019 please invite them to 
book a tour with myself or Mrs Double when I am unavailable. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 
 Handed out some wide and varied Student of the Week achievement awards 
 Reminded all the children of the Grandparents Day on Tuesday May 22 
 Reminded everyone of the Working Bee on Sunday May 20 from 9:00am - 1.30pm 
 Heard some wonderful weekend achievements including karate, lightening premierships in 

football and sisters who have written, illustrated and published their own book! 
 
See you around the school and hopefully this Sunday at the Working Bee. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 
 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following 
days: 

  Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 



OFFICE NEWS  

 Term 2 Levies were sent out a few weeks ago.  

  Please find costs below: 

  Prep   $25 

  Grade 1/2 $25 

  Grade 3/4 No Levy This Term :)  

  Grade 5  $20 

  Grade 6  $71  

 
 All Levies are now on Qkr! 

 ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent, 
please notify the school via Flexibuzz by 10:30am on the day of 
their absence. 

Many thanks, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 
 

MUSIC NEWS 
Next Tuesday 22nd May, 14 students from our choir will be performing at Hamer Hall in the city. 
They will form part of a choir of 250 children from schools in our Region. 
The children have been rehearsing and sound fabulous. We wish them well for their concert. 
 
Next Friday 25th May our whole choir will join with the choirs from Macclesfield and Kallista    
Primary School’s to perform a song for the first time. This song was written by some of our    
children from grades 5 and 6 last year and commemorates the Penny Project after World War 1 
involving    Victorian children and the rebuilding of Villers - Bretonneux in France. It is a powerful, 
beautiful song. 
If you are interested in hearing it, we will be singing around 9:30am in our school gym to Mr 
Merlino and other dignitaries. 
 
Instrumental concert will be Wednesday June 6th in the 1/2 building after school. Look forward 
to seeing you there.  
 
Yours in music, 
Sally Connell 



NEWS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
NAPLAN 
This morning the year 3 & 5 students will have completed the last of their NAPLAN testing for 
2018.  Below is some information about NAPLAN Numeracy: 
 
NAPLAN NUMERACY 
The NAPLAN numeracy tests measure the achievement of students in numeracy. The main    
reference for numeracy as well as mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding is the   
Australian Curriculum: Mathematics. The numeracy tests assess the proficiency strands of      
understanding, fluency, problem-solving and reasoning across the three content strands of  
mathematics: number and algebra; measurement and geometry; and statistics and probability. 
The numeracy tests contain two types of items: multiple-choice and constructed response. In 
Years 7 and 9, students will sit one numeracy test. This test will have two parts: one where     
calculator use is permitted and one where it is not. 
 
The Minimum standards for Year 3 are: 
 
Number 
In number, students at the minimum standard at Year 3 generally recognise, compare and order 
whole numbers with up to three digits, recognising standard representations and different ways 
of partitioning one- and two-digit numbers. 
Students meeting the minimum standard have typically developed computational fluency with 
addition and subtraction of small whole numbers. They generally add and subtract two-digit  
numbers, add the value of coins and use partitioning and grouping to solve simple problems. 
 
Whole numbers 
Students read, recognise and count with whole numbers up to three digits. For example,        
students can generally: 
 
 recognise three-digit numbers in words and symbols 
 recognise odd and even numbers 
 make given numbers larger or smaller by 1, by 10 or by 100 
 count forwards and backwards by 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s 
 skip count by 2s, 5s and 10s. 
 
Students compare and order whole two-digit numbers. They use place value knowledge up to 
the hundreds to interpret different representations of whole numbers. For example, students can 
generally: 
 
 compare and order two-digit numbers 
 partition one- and two-digit numbers in different ways 
 recognise different standard representations of numbers in hundreds, tens and ones. 
 
Fractions and decimals 
Students halve small amounts and recognise a half and a quarter in familiar contexts. They start 
to interpret decimals in a money context. For example, students can generally: 
 
 recognise a half and find half of discrete quantities or amounts 
 find half of a symmetrical object 
 interpret key decimals in money contexts as dollars and cents. 
 
 



Calculating 
Students recall basic number facts with small numbers and use them to complete addition and 
subtraction calculations. They recognise situations involving making equal groups. For example, 
students can generally: 
 
 recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 
 use partitioning to assist addition and subtraction of one- and two-digit numbers 
 interpret repeated addition as multiplication 
 form equal groups of objects, given a visual support 
 count and record the total value of coins in dollars and cents (up to $5). 
 
Applying number 
Students generally identify situations and problems that require addition or subtraction with small 
numbers. For example, students can generally: 
 
 use addition or subtraction to solve routine problems 
 start to link the correct mathematical terms to the relevant operations (e.g. sum, difference, 

equal groups or equal sharing) 
 recognise situations involving a single operation. 
  
Space 
In space, students at the minimum standard generally recognise basic 2D shapes and their  
properties such as length of sides, and size of angles or areas. They typically recognise and   
visualise familiar 2D shapes such as triangles, squares and circles, and common 3D objects 
such as cubes, prisms, cylinders and cones. They also recognise standard 2D representations of 
common 3D objects, line of symmetry and single turns. They generally follow simple directions to 
find locations on grids and informal maps. 
 
Classification and properties of shapes 
Students typically recognise and describe familiar 2D shapes and common 3D objects. They 
identify them within sketches, diagrams or photographs. For example, students can generally: 
 
 identify familiar 2D shapes such as squares, rectangles, triangles and circles 
 identify families of common 3D objects such as prisms, cones, cylinders 
 recognise models and 2D diagrams of common 3D objects 
 differentiate between 2D shapes and 3D objects 
 recognise angles in shapes, objects and in turns  
 visualise simple objects made of cubes. 
 
Transformations 
Students recognise line of symmetry in simple 2D shapes. They recognise simple                
transformations of familiar shapes. For example, students can generally: 
 
 use folding or other techniques to identify a line of symmetry 
 recognise the effect of a single flip, slide or turn 
 use symmetry or transformations to continue patterns. 
 
Location and movement 
Students identify pathways and specific locations on simple informal maps, grids and plans. For 
example, students can generally: 
 
 identify the key features of simple informal maps, grids and plans 
 use alpha-numeric coordinates to locate position on simple grids 
 interpret informal maps or grids of familiar environments 
 follow directions for moving from one point to another using the language of turns. 
  
 



Algebra, function and pattern 
In algebra, function and pattern, students at the minimum standard have pre-algebraic skills and 
concepts that relate mostly to number sense. They relate known facts to simple number         
sentences and number patterns.  
Students at the minimum standard can typically complete addition or subtraction number        
sentences involving small numbers correctly. They can model familiar situations with addition or 
subtraction number sentences. Students can identify relationships between consecutive terms in 
number patterns with constant addition or subtraction of small numbers. 
 
Equivalence 
Students at the minimum standard level recognise equivalences in a variety of ways. For         
example, students can generally: 
 
 recognise a familiar correspondence between two sets of objects 
 order objects according to a common criterion  
 follow a short sequence of instructions 
 recognise an equivalent form of a number or a simple expression 
 identify the same attribute in measurement or spatial contexts. 
 
Patterns 
Students identify and continue patterns and sequences that show increase, decrease and       
repetition. For example, students can generally: 
 
 recognise and continue a number pattern with a constant addition or subtraction of a small 

whole number 
 identify the change between consecutive terms in a simple pattern. 
  
Measurement, chance and data 
In measurement, chance and data, students at the minimum standard at Year 3 are generally 
able to visually compare by length ordered objects and to choose the instrument that measures 
length. Students can also calculate areas or volumes by counting whole units. They are able to 
read and tell key times on digital and analogue clocks. 
Students meeting the minimum standard record data using one-to-one correspondence and read 
data presented in simple tables, two-way tables and pictographs with one-to-one or one-to-two 
correspondence. 
 
Measures 
Students identify and distinguish the attributes of shapes and objects with respect to length, area, 
volume and mass. They start to use informal units to compare, measure and order a set of      
objects according to a specified attribute. For example, students can generally: 
 
 understand the language used to describe length in familiar contexts 
 measure length using informal units 
 compare and order objects according to a specific attribute - length, capacity or area. 
 
Students choose and use standard metric units such as metre, centimetre, litre and kilogram. 
They estimate and compare measurements, and choose appropriate instruments to measure to 
the nearest unit. For example, students can generally: 
 
 decide whether containers hold less, about the same or more than a litre  
 use informal units to estimate length, volume and mass of familiar objects  
 use some relationships between standard units, e.g. 1h = 60 min, 1m = 100 cm 
 read whole-number scales with all calibrations shown. 
 
Students read times and dates using clocks and calendars. For example, students can generally: 
 

 read half and quarter hour times on analogue clocks  
 read time on digital clocks in hours and minutes 



 recognise the time half an hour before or after a given time. 
 
Data 
Students read data present in tallies and simple tables. They make statements about familiar 
events that are likely or unlikely to happen. For example, students can generally: 
 
 read and interpret data presented in lists, tallies, tables, pictographs (1:1 or 1:2               

correspondence) or simple column graphs and two-way tables 
 make qualitative judgements about data in frequency tables 
 identify variation of data in tables and graphs. 

  
Working mathematically 
In working mathematically, the emphasis is on the processes rather than strand-specific content. 
In working mathematically, students at the minimum standard at Year 3 can generally recognise 
and respond to routine questions addressing known facts in familiar contexts. 
 
Students recall basic facts, terms, procedures or properties of numbers and recognise simple 
shapes in familiar contexts. For example, students can generally: 
 
 recall names of familiar shapes, symbols and notations 
 recognise images of familiar 2D shapes and 3D objects, and equivalent forms of whole 

numbers and simple number sentences 
 calculate with small numbers and coins 
 retrieve information from simple tables, graphs and pictographs 
 group shapes, objects or numbers according to a common attribute or property 
 compare shapes and objects by lengths, areas and masses. 
 
Students’ ability to apply known problem-solving strategies and procedures to solve routine  
problems is essential for their progress and for their cognitive development. For example,       
students can generally: 
 
 select the correct operation or a number sentence for a given situation 
 compare information presented in familiar forms 
 interpret simple diagrams and tables 
 construct number sentences by using known facts 
 follow simple instructions 
 solve routine problems involving one or two steps. 
 
As you can see there are many parts of Numeracy being taught and assessed by your child’s 
classroom teacher.  The minimum standards for numeracy describe some of the skills and       
understandings students are generally expected to demonstrate at their particular year of  
schooling. The standards are intended to be a snapshot of typical achievement and do not      
describe the full range of what students are taught or what they may achieve. 
 
Even though NAPLAN has been completed for this year, I will outline the Minimum Standards   
for Year 5 Students in my article next week. 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
“We can all make a difference in the lives of others in need, because it is the most simple of   
gestures that make the most significant of differences.”  
                                                                                  Miya Yamanouchi 

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/numeracy/minimum-standards




STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Eva H Thank you for always putting in your best effort with everything you 
do Eva. You get to work without hesitation, and you are always proud 

of what you have achieved. Keep it up Eva! :-) 

Prep W Oscar G Oscar has been putting an awesome effort into his writing this week. 
He has been using capital letters and finger spaces between words. He 
has also made sure to write down all of the sounds he can hear in each 

word. Fantastic work Oscar, well done!  

Prep Y Hope W Congratulations on being the first member of our class to reach 100 
nights of ‘at home’ reading! You show amazing commitment to 

reading both at school and at home, and it shows in how confident 
you have become in reading this semester. 

1P Olivia F For the AMAZING achievement of reaching  108 nights of reading so 
far this year !! Olivia your enthusiasm and love of books is evident in 
this awesome accomplishment. Remember, “The more that you read, 
the more  things you will know. The more that you learn, the more 

places you’ll go” – Dr Seuss 

1R Jack C For making good choices that help his learning. Jack is also to be 
congratulated for almost 100 nights of reading and for using useful 

strategies to work out unknown words in his take-home books.     
Well done Jack! 

1V Jade C-L For being a creative thinker, by designing your own  
unique ideas for your school work. Jade, you like to think “outside the 
box” when you are writing and drawing and go beyond to explore your 

wonderful ideas! Fabulous work! 

1V Eden H For consistently being a caring, respectful and inclusive member of our 
class. Eden, I love the way you are always making the right choices,  
and think of others first. You are a very patient and understanding 

person. What a pleasure to have you in 1V! 

2L Amy G Amy is a valued member of the class who listens attentively to 
instructions, follows them and achieves very pleasing results. I was very 

impressed at the effort you put into your story about the hero.      
Keep up the good work Amy! 

2L Mani C-D Mani is kind and considerate to everyone. In class he always tries his 
hardest in all of his work. Keep up the great attitude you have to    

your learning.   

2L Leo G Leo puts in excellent effort when completing tasks at school. He 
persists even if he is faced with a challenge. Well done Leo! 

2N Madison G Madison, you are so focused on your learning and putting in your 
best, it is wonderful to see.  You are simply sizzling in your reading, 

maths, spelling and writing!  Keep up the great work. 
Madison you are a Learning Star.   



STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

2N Sophia B Congratulations Sophia, on reaching 100 nights of reading and setting 
up such fantastic reading routines. Just keep reading, reading, reading!  

3M Chelsea V Chelsea cares for all students in our school.  She is aware of the needs 
of others and she treats all her classmates with kindness and respect.  

She is proud of our classroom and she always ensures it is neat and tidy.  
Thank you Chelsea, it is much appreciated! 

3W Emily P We have been working on ways to improve our narrative writing, 
including stronger verbs, adjective/noun pairs and similes.  Emily used 
these as follows: “Scrambling up and down all the hills trying to reach 
home. It was a dark night, and the moon shone like a big bright torch 

in front of me.”  Nice job Emily. 

3W Eva M We have been learning about the natural features of Australia and 
marking them on a map. At first Eva hurried to get it done, but when 

asked, went back and really tried to improve her handwriting and 
presentation.  That is a great example of trying to do your Personal 

Best.  Thanks Eva.  

4D Emily D For being a diligent and conscientious student. Emily is always ready 
and willing to learn. She takes calculated risks in her learning and is a 
fantastic role model to students in our class. Congratulations Emily.  

4D Woody S-T For taking risks in his learning and always trying his personal best. 
Woody has an excellent work ethic and will put his best foot forward in 

all areas of his learning. Congratulations Woody.  

4V Dane S For his positive learning attitude. When labelling a world map, you 
used the atlases and resources around you to help you figure out where 

the labels go, and were willing to try again if you put the label in the 
wrong place. You didn’t give up, but kept trying and problem-solving 

where the names went until you achieved success. Well done on 
persisting, Dane! 

4V Alby L For being an encouraging and inclusive team member in SEPEP. Alby, 
you looked out for those who hadn’t had a turn in volleyball and you 

made sure you passed it to them. You also encouraged and praised 
those around you. Keep being a kind and thoughtful team member, 

both in SEPEP and the classroom! 

5G Caleb J Caleb has an excellent work ethic and is always willing to help others in 
and outside the  classroom. He works well in groups and has proven to 
be a great role model as he puts 100% effort into all of his work. Caleb 

always gives everything a go and has been stepping outside of his 
comfort zone by reading in front of the class. His reading has rapidly 

improved, along with his confidence and he is now able to decode 
complex and unknown words consistently when reading.                 

Keep it up Caleb!!! 



5G Sunni G Sunni is an incredibly talented and creative individual. She 
demonstrates her skills time and time again and should be recognised 

for her outstanding achievements.  When she was  overseas, Sunni 
completed a story wheel as a holiday task and brought back an 

outstanding example of a book analysis accompanied by beautiful 
illustrations. Recently Sunni wrote a Mother’s Day poem and a whole 
narrative, on the same day, without any extra help and both of these 

writing pieces were original, clever and engaging.                        
Marvelous work Sunni!  

6F Elle  Elle has been such a terrific role model on our Advanced Presentation 
Skills program this term. Whatever the role she is given, Elle rises to the 

occasion, presents her best self with confidence and poise. I love 
watching you try your personal best each week Elle, thank you.        

The sky is the limit! 

6F Finn A Finn was such a terrific representative of Tecoma Primary School at The 
Shrine of Remembrance. He demonstrated all he has learnt throughout 
our ANZAC Unit, answering many questions asked by our tour guide, 

sharing his knowledge of the landing of Gallipoli, his understanding 
that between World War 1 and World War Two the world slumped 

into a depression, and all with impeccable manners and dignity.    
Thank you Finn.  

6M Aiden C On our excursion to The Shrine and HMAS Castlemaine Aiden 
immersed himself into the learning experience. He asked interesting 

questions to improve his understanding and  
answered questions which demonstrated his understanding of the 

topic. At The Shrine he respectfully stood up at the front of the service 
holding our HMAS Castlemaine banner with pride and represented 

Tecoma Primary School in a mature and honorable way.  

6M Shelby G Shelby has been a wonderful member of our classroom and our school 
community. She often offers to assist or help out in the classroom and 

in the yard. She has been kind to other members in the school yard, 
helping them and caring for them when they’re in need. Shelby 

regularly supports people in the classroom and can always be relied 
upon.  Shelby you have a wonderful community spirit.  

JAPANESE Bessie C-D Bessie-san (Miss Bessie) has been making the most of her free time 
after completing the tasks.  She usually chooses to  copy Japanese 
characters off the classroom displays and her classmates’ Japanese 

names. Great effort!  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 




