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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 
 

MAY 

Tuesday 16th 
School Council Meeting  

7pm 
 

Wednesday 17th 
Choir Rehearsal for 
Hamer Hall Concert/ 

1/2’s STARLAB Incursion 
 

Thursday 18th 
GRANDPARENT’S DAY 

 
Friday 26th 

Choir Rehearsal for 
Hamer Hall Concert/ 

District Cross Country -  
Crystalbrooke 

(selected students only) 
 

Monday 29th 
Prep Excursion to 
Chesterfield Farm 

 
Tuesday 30th 

Choir Rehearsals & 
Concert @ Hamer Hall 

 

JUNE 

Thursday 1st 
 District Winter Sports 

 
Tuesday 6th 

Advanced Presentation 
Skills - Grade 6 

Presentation Evening 
 

MOTHER’S DAY  
Happy Mother’s Day to all of our “Tecoma” Mums, Grandma’s, aunts 
and special friends for Sunday.  We hope that each of you enjoys 
something a little extra special this weekend.  Today, the parent 
network organised a lovely Mother’s Day stall for the children to visit. 
I am sure your children are eager to spoil you on Sunday.  Thanks 
once again to our parent volunteers led 
by Danielle O’Brien who gave their 
time for the benefit of all the children.   
Girls and boys, remember to give Mum 
an extra big hug on Sunday morning 
and make sure Mum gets the chance 
to put her feet up. 
 
PROUD PRINCIPAL 
On Friday last week, we took our Grade 6 leaders to The Shrine of 
Remembrance and the HMAS Castlemaine. The children took part 
in a service to acknowledge the contribution of those who served on 
HMAS Castlemaine, followed by a fascinating guided tour of The 
Shrine. 
I could not have been more proud of our children for the respectful 
and courteous way they conducted themselves at the service. The 
service consisted of a speech about the history of the HMAS 
Castlemaine from the Governor of the Shrine, Commander Terry 
Makings. We then heard the Naval Ode and The Ode read by our 
school captains. Our children placed a wreath in the Sanctuary of 
the Shrine followed by a minutes silence. Our children then gave a 
wonderful rendition of the National Anthem. 
The children then headed over to Williamstown where the HMAS 
Castlemaine resides. The children were fascinated by this WW2 
mine sweeper, the conditions 90 men lived in and the technology 
that was around during that time.  
Our link to the HMAS Castlemaine is through a past student, Mr. 
Peter Chandler who was a student of this school in 1933.  Through 
this link, we joined The Shrines “adopt a service” program to 
remember not just Peter but all who served on the HMAS 
Castlemaine. The HMAS Castlemaine service is now an excursion 
that is very much a part of our school leadership program and, as 
always, our children rose to the occasion. Thanks to teachers for 
organising the excursion and to our staff and parents for taking the 
children along on what is a great experience for our children. 



GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
Final reminder that we have our 2017 Grandparents Day on Thursday May 18. 
This year, due to the extra grades that we have at our school, we have made some changes to 
the format. With so many people attending, actually seeing the children perform has been     
problematic. Therefore, we have split the concert. 
We will run the concert for Prep grandparents only at 10:45am in the hall. This will be followed by 
a morning tea for all grandparents at 11am. 
At 11:30 am, we will run the junior school concert for grade 1/2 grandparents. 
Outside of the concerts, grandparents are invited to spend time with their grandchildren between 
10:45 and 1:00pm. 
Unlike other years, the school will not run a BBQ lunch. We encourage grandparents if they wish 
to stay for lunch with their grandchild to bring along a hamper and if it’s a nice day, a picnic rug 
and use our lovely grounds.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We look forward to having lots of visitors in our school on May 18. 
 
PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 
Keep the entries coming in! Passwords and user names will be sent home next week. 
The challenge is used as a means to promote the importance of reading among students in    
Victorian schools and to encourage families and parents to be more involved with supporting  
children’s reading, in and beyond school.  
Details of the Challenge are available at www.education.vic.gov.au/prc. 
You need to complete the request for a user name and password.  
Once I have this, your password will be sent home. 
The number of books required to have been read per year level is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good luck with your reading kids…….take on the Premiers’ challenge. 
 

 
 
 

Time Event Where For who? 

10:45am Prep concert Hall Prep Grandparents 

11:00 - 11:30am Morning tea Grade 1/2 building or lower 
basketball court if it’s a nice 
day 

All Grandparents 

11:30am - 12:00pm Grade 1/2 concert Hall Grade 1/2 Grandparents 

12:00 - 1pm Classroom visits Each child’s classroom All Grandparents 

If you are in: You must read: 
This many must be from the 

Challenge booklist: 

Prep 30 20 or more 

Year 1 30 20 or more 

Year 2 30 20 or more 

Year 3 15 10 or more 

Year 4 15 10 or more 

Year 5 15 10 or more 

Year 6 15 10 or more 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


STREETON AWARDS 
Following on from the Streeton Art Awards hosted by Upwey High School at the end of Term 2, I 
would like to let the community know that Tecoma students won 3 of the 5 awards for Primary 
school students, including the two big ones -  the winners of both the Lower and Upper Primary 
Sections. 
  
The winners from Tecoma Primary school are: 
  
Lower Primary:  Winner -  Eve C for ‘Fantasy Horse’ 
Lower Primary:  Highly Commended -  Evie O for ‘Bird’ 
Upper Primary:  Winner -  Violet M for ‘Melody’ 
  
On Monday, the Assistant Principal of Upwey High School came along to a whole school         
Assembly to present these students with their prizes.  
Mr McNeil, as we all are, was keen to pass on his congratulations to our art teachers Mrs 
McManamon and Mrs Double. The work of the Tecoma students was varied, vibrant and skillful. 
Congratulations everyone. 
 
TAKING TIME OUT TO RELAX 
Modern kids are busy kids. Regardless of age, their days are filled with activities. School aged 
kids have a huge range of leisure and after school activities to choose from. There is nothing 
wrong with kids being busy as long as they have plenty of chances to relax and unwind.           
Relaxation is a key to good mental health and well being. It is an important life skill for kids to 
learn. 
 
Balance busyness with boredom: 
 
One of the best piece of parenting advice I received many years ago was based around the idea 
that it’s ok for kids to be bored. Once I didn’t feel compelled to be the adult ensuring my children 
were always adequately engaged in some form of activity, they started to generate their own   
ideas to fill their time and often spent hours playing and creating.  Sanity prevailed for everyone! 
 
Boredom can be good for mental health and well being, giving everyone the opportunity to take it 
easy. 
 
Here are 5 ideas to help you unwind with your kids: 
 
 Let your kids have a regular chill out time doing something they find enjoyable and doesn’t 

require a great deal of thinking. 
 Let kids exercise without rules – free, child initiated play is the ultimate in relaxation. Fun 

games with few rules that kids can control themselves helps them to unwind. 
 Let kids experience the flow-  time for unstructured play is essential and lets kids “get lost in 

the moment”. 
 Have kids calm down around bedtime- having a bedtime routine that includes things like 

reading an ongoing chapter book is relaxing and something to look forward to each night. 
 Unwind with your kids-go for an evening walk, a game of backyard cricket or anything that 

provides time together. 
 
Having a plan for when our families relax and unwind is as important as the plan to be active and 
engaged – it’s all about the balance. 
 



OFFICE NEWS  

 Term 2 Levies were sent home yesterday. The costs are as follows: 

  Prep   $22 

  Grades 1/2  $8 

  Grades 3/4  $30 

  Grades 5  $16 

  Grades 6  $67 

 Please note that SWIMMING has now closed. We will no longer be able to accept any 
more students for our Swimming Program in June. 

 Uniform Shop is open Tuesday morning 8:45am to 9:15am and Wednesday afternoon 
3:15pm to 3:45pm. We do ask that you stick to these times or order via Qkr or phone. 

 

Many thanks, 

Heather, Karin and Anthea 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the                      
following days: 

  Tuesday Morning 8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY WE: 
 

 handed out some fantastic Student of the Week Awards, 

 handed out Upwey High School Art Festival Awards…..we congratulated Evie in 3GP on her 
Highly Commended Award, Eve in 3GP won the Lower Primary Streeton Award and Violet 
in 6F won the Senior Primary Streeton Award, 

 presented the cross country trophy to Mungarie House, 

 had no weekend achievements this week. We must be between competitions! 
 
See you around the school. 
 
Happy Mother’s Day to all mums in our community. 
 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 
 



WORDS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
NAPLAN 
 
This morning our year 3 and 5 students completed the 2017 NAPLAN. 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual               
assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. It is an everyday part of the school calendar and 
has been since 2008.  
NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and 
life, such as reading, writing, spelling and numeracy. The assessments are undertaken yearly on 
a nationwide basis. 
 
Reporting on NAPLAN 
All parents of students who participate in the NAPLAN tests will receive an individual report of 
their child’s results later in the year, usually early Term 4. NAPLAN individual Student Reports 
provide information about what students know and have achieved in these areas. They also    
provide information on how students have performed in relation to other students in the same 
year group, and against the national average (over one million students participate in NAPLAN 
tests each year) and the National Minimum Standards. 
 
Assessment at Tecoma PS 
Staff at our school use many forms of assessment, continuously throughout the year so that they 
know as much as possible about each child in their class.  NAPLAN is one of these                 
assessments, the results of which are collected by the Australian Curriculum Assessment and 
Reporting Authority. 
 
The assessments we plan for in our classes are used for three main purposes: 
 

 Assessment for learning, which occurs when teachers use information gained from these to 
learn about students’ progress to inform the teaching that each child requires…so that    
targeted teaching can take place.   

 

 Assessment as learning which occurs when students reflect on and monitor their progress 
to inform their future learning  

 

 Assessment of learning which occurs when teachers use evidence of student learning to 
make judgements on student’s achievement against goals and standards. 

 
Semester One Reports 
The Semester One reports which you will receive in mid-June reflect all three of these...teachers 
celebrating what each child knows or has learnt during the year to date; teachers stating what 
your child will need to learn next, to continue to progress and there is also a section where     
children reflect on their own learning and set future goals for themselves. 
 
Last year, from direct input from the feedback we obtained through the Reporting Survey (which 
all parents and staff were asked to complete), and due to the introduction of the New Victorian 
Curriculum (which, for the first time, we are teaching and reporting to this year) a small band of 
parents and teachers developed the report format which you will receive later this term.  There 
have been changes, based on what parents and staff wanted in a report and when these are 
sent home there will be detailed information explaining how to read these new reports. 
Over the coming weeks I will provide you with information about some of the changes. 



Education Week 

 

In the lead up to Education Week, I would like to take this opportunity to say     
 
 
 
 
 
to the many parents and grandparents we have who do so much for our school.  These are the 
members of our school community who are on School Council, on the Parent Network.  They are 
the members of our school community who come into our classrooms and assist the teachers 
and children, who come into the Reading Room to assist, who help out on excursions, school 
camps, Working Bees, sporting activities, choir activities, who cover books, assist in the library, 
work on fundraising activities, cook for special days, make costumes and props for productions 
etc, etc, etc.  
 
Have a great week! 
 
Di 
 

Quote of the week: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

thank you 

LOST PROPERTY - TOYS 

The school office is receiving a large number of soft toys, 
fidget spinners, etc., that are being left around the school 

grounds. Please refrain from sending you child/rens           
favourite toys to school. Thanks. 





STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

Prep K Cooper B Cooper, I am so proud of how well you have settled back into school this 
term. You are making good decisions and being very positive about giving 

new learning opportunities your best shot. Great job Cooper! :-) 

Prep M Leo G For looking out for his classmates in the playground. It was great to see 
Leo go and ask a lonely classmate if they would like to play with him. 

Thank you for showing such a kind heart Leo!  

Prep W Jessica P Jessica puts in her best effort every day! She consistently raises her hand to 
contribute to discussions and listens carefully to others. Congratulations 

Jess, keep up the good work!  

1P Finn M For the mature and sensible way that Finn completes his tasks in the 
classroom and his willingness to assist others when they are experiencing 

difficulty with particular concepts.                                                             
Keep being a great classroom helper Finn ! 

1R Judd C Judd has worked so hard this year to improve his reading and all that hard 
work has paid off. I am so proud of his attitude and work ethic in the 

classroom. Well done Judd, you are a ripper reader. 
 Everyday you are trying your hardest to sound out words and              

build on your knowledge.  

1V Isobel D For putting your best effort into your reading and writing activities  
and working on your “I can” attitude! 

Izzy, you are a star!! 

1V Maisy M Maisy, you have a great “can do” attitude and always do your best work!  
It’s amazing what you achieve in a small amount of time and  
I love the way you always finish with a beaming, proud smile! 

2N Ethan G Congratulations Ethan,  you are a reading star.  You have set up excellent 
reading routines at home and are the first person in 2N to reach 75 nights 

of reading. A fantastic effort.  And remember, keep reading, reading, 
reading! (apologies for the mix up of names in last week’s newsletter!) 

2R Emily P Emily, thank you for your amazingly caring approach in our classroom. If 
any class member is feeling down or needs assistance, you are the first 

person to put a hand up to help. We love having you as part of               
our 2R community. 

4D Oscar S Oscar has settled nicely into life at Tecoma Primary School.           
Welcome Oscar.   

4V Billy T For his colourful creation of a coral reef triorama for our habitats 
Integrated topic. Billy you put so much effort into it and it looks 
absolutely fantastic! Great use of materials and colour, well done! 

4V Billy W For his positive anti-bullying poster. Your catchphrase ‘Bulldoze bullying!’ 
was very catchy and creative, and a great message to others.                  

Great work Billy! 



5M Jasper  When the homework task of researching a country was handed out, Jasper 
asked if he could cook something from that country as well. This showed a 

real engagement in his learning. The pizza he made was delicious! Well 
done on going that extra step in your learning; a great stepping stone for 

the remainder of the year. 
6F Nick B Nick blew me away with his wonderful soldier’s letter home as the final 

piece of work in our ANZAC unit. He used information he had learnt 
about over the 3 weeks of our study, along with his knowledge of the First 

World War and composed an honest recount of a soldier’s experiences. 
Nick I am so proud of you, great work! 

6F Zoe O Zoe, I loved the way you asked and answered so many questions at  
The Shrine of Remembrance last week. It showed me how much you have 

learnt about the ANZACS and how much you still long to learn.  
Well done! 

6F All of 6F I am so proud of the mature way you all carried yourselves during our 
excursion to the Shrine of Remembrance & HMAS Castlemaine. You 

proved yourself to be respectful leaders and represented Tecoma Primary 
School with integrity. Thank you. 

JAPANESE Violet M Violet-san (Ms.Violet) has been a great asset to our Japanese-learning 
community. She has introduced different things she saw in Japan to our 

school such as the Japanese character called ‘Gudetama (Lazy egg)’. Also, 
she has been using Japanese whenever she can. Sugoi! (Great!)”  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GRADE NAME REASON 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 

PRIVATE TUTORS 

Drums     Violin 

Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns  0431 224 262 

 

Guitar      Singing 

Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  Rochelle  (please ring Jordan for more information) 

 

Piano 

Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 

 








