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DATES TO 
 REMEMBER 

 

MAY 
 

Friday 11th 
Advanced Public 

Speaking - Year 6’s 
 

Tues 15th - Thurs 17th 
NAPLAN 

Grades 3 & 5 
 

Wednesday 16th 
Chesterfield Farm Prep 

Excursion 
 

Friday 18th 
Advanced Public 

Speaking - Year 6’s 
 

Tuesday 22nd 
GRANDPARENT’S DAY 

10.45AM TO 1.00PM 
NEVR Choir @ Hamer 

Hall in the evening 
(participating students 

only) 
 

Wednesday 23rd 
Upwey Cup Volleyball 
(participating students) 

 
Friday 25th 

District Cross Country 
@  

Crystalbrooke 
 

Tuesday 29th 
CERES Excursion 

Grades 1/2 
 
 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
On Monday, our whole staff had a fantastic day of learning where 
we were retrained with the teaching of spelling. We had an induction 
into the SMART spelling program. We have invested in this program 
after some investigation last year by our Assistant Principal Di 
Double and our Senior Literacy Coordinator Monica Griffiths. The 
feedback we had from other schools regarding this program was 
outstanding and this has now branched out to schools in other 
countries (India and China) seeking professional learning on this 
program. 
We learnt about the SMART spelling sequence which our teachers 
will now use to explicitly teach spelling words.  
 
The process is:  
S - Say the word 
M - meaning where the teacher put the word in a spoken sentence 
A - analyse the word through individual sounds and letters 
R - ask the children the part of the word that is tricky and that they 
will need to remember 
T - teach where the students spell the word saying the letter 
names and identifying the clusters of letters. 
 
We looked at terms such as digraphs, trigraphs and split digraphs. 
We were introduced to a scope and sequence for spelling across the 
year levels. We also analysed pieces of work where explicit teaching 
would happen.  
In my time in teaching, it was the most comprehensive, sequential, 
systematic approach to teaching spelling I have seen and one that 
all of our staff keenly embraced……because it made sense! The 
spelling homework sent home to you will gradually look different as 
we work through the changes to our program. You will also see 
changes in the way we mark the children’s work. Not all words in a 
writing piece will be corrected, depending on the focus of the writing. 
However, they will be given feedback on certain words or patterns 
that are ‘not right yet’ in that piece. Correcting a writing piece where 
the child is not present is not giving the child feedback. It also leads 
to children writing safer pieces of work and not being risk-takers or 
being creative for fear of getting more words wrong…..we want the 
children to take risks in their writing and explore their vocabulary. 
The purpose of correction should always be to provide meaningful 
feedback for growth.   



As a staff, we look forward to working through the changes in our practice and I was delighted to 
walk into some classrooms this week to see it already happening.  
 
MOTHER’S DAY  

Happy Mother’s Day to all of our “Tecoma” Mums, Grandma’s, aunts 
and special friends for Sunday. We hope that each of you enjoys 
something a little extra special this weekend.  Today, the parent     
network organised a lovely Mother’s Day stall for the children to visit. I 
am sure your children are eager to spoil you on Sunday. Thanks once 
again to our parent volunteers led by Danielle O’Brien, who gave their 
time for the benefit of all the children.   

Girls and boys, remember to give Mum an extra big hug on Sunday morning and make sure Mum 
gets the chance to put her feet up. 
 
HMAS CASTLEMAINE 
On Friday last week, we took our grade 6 students to The Shrine of Remembrance and the 
HMAS Castlemaine. The children took part in a service to acknowledge the contribution of those 
who served on HMAS Castlemaine, followed by a fascinating guided tour of The Shrine. 
I could not have been more proud of our children for the respectful and courteous way they    
conducted themselves at the service. The service consisted of a speech about the history of the 
HMAS Castlemaine from the Governor of the Shrine, Commander Terry Makings. We then heard 
The Naval Ode and The Ode read by our school captains. Our children placed a wreath in the         
Sanctuary of the Shrine followed by a minutes silence. Our children then gave a wonderful      
rendition of the National Anthem. 
The children then headed over to Williamstown where the HMAS Castlemaine resides. The    
children were fascinated by this WW2 mine sweeper, the conditions 90 men lived in and the   
technology that was around during that time.  
Our link to the HMAS Castlemaine is through a past student, Mr. Peter Chandler who was a    
student of this school in 1933.  Through this link, we joined The Shrine’s “Adopt a Service”      
program to remember not just Peter but all who served on the HMAS Castlemaine. The HMAS            
Castlemaine service is now an excursion that is very much a part of our school leadership       
program and, as always, our children rose to the occasion. Thanks to teachers for organising the   
excursion and to our staff and parents for taking the children along on what was a great           
experience. 
 
GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
A date to mark in your diary, 2018 Grandparent’s Day on Tuesday May 22. 
Due to the extra grades that we have at our school, last year we made some changes to the    
format. With so many people attending, actually seeing the children perform had been           
problematic. Therefore, once again, we have split the concert. 
We will run the concert for Prep grandparents only at 10:45am in the hall. This will be followed by 
a morning tea for all Grandparents at 11:00am. 
At 11:30am, we will run the junior school concert for grade 1/2 grandparents. 
Outside of the concerts, grandparents are invited to spend time with their grandchildren between 
10:45am and 1:00pm. 
Unlike other years, the school will not run a BBQ lunch. We encourage grandparents, if they wish 
to stay for lunch with their grandchild, to bring along a hamper and if it’s a nice day, a picnic rug 
and use our lovely grounds.  

Time Event Where For who? 

10.45am Prep concert Hall Prep Grandparents 

11-11.30am Morning tea Grade 1/2 building or   

lower basketball court if 

it’s a nice day 

All Grandparents 

11.30am-12pm Grade 1/2 concert Hall Grade 1/2 Grandparents 

12-1pm Classroom visits Each child’s classroom All Grandparents 



WORKING BEE 
Hopefully, you received a notice regarding an upcoming Working Bee on Sunday May 20. This is 
in preparation for the very busy Grandparents Day where we have so many visitors to our school. 
Many of the jobs will be outside jobs so if you are able to bring rakes, brooms and blowers to 
supplement the equipment we have here, that would be terrific. Hope to see you here between 
9:00am and 1.30pm on May 20. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY 
There was no assembly this week due to the Pupil Free day on Monday. 
 
See you around the school. 
Happy Mother’s Day to all mums in our community. 
Rohan Thompson 
Principal 



OFFICE NEWS  

 Term 2 Levies were sent out this week.  

  Please find costs below: 

  Prep   $25 

  Grade 1/2 $25 

  Grade 3/4 No Levy This Term :)  

  Grade 5  $20 

  Grade 6  $71  

 All Levies are now on Qkr! 

 ABSENCES - If your child is not well or going to be absent, 
please notify the school via Flexibuzz by 10:30am on the day of 
their absence. 

Many thanks, 

Karin, Heather & Anthea 
The Office Gals 
 

MUSIC LESSONS AT TECOMA P.S. 
PRIVATE TUTORS 

 

Drums/Singing/Other Instruments Violin 
Jordan Scotney  0408 881 395 Lore Burns 0431 224 262 
 
Guitar       
Juan Aravena 0402 688 836  
       
Piano 
Amanda Collins 0478 166 709 
 

PARENTS - WE NEED 
YOUR HELP! 

If anyone is able to help 
remove our damaged 

Shade Sail, please see us 
in the office.            

Thanks in advance. 



NEWS FROM MRS DOUBLE 
 
Language Conventions 
The language conventions tests assess spelling, grammar and punctuation. Literacy knowledge 
and skills are essential to effective communication across all learning areas. However, the tools 
of language, including language conventions, are explicitly developed in the English learning  
area. Therefore the content assessed in the language conventions tests is aligned to the       
Australian Curriculum: English. 
 
The language conventions tests focus on the use and knowledge of language conventions in 
written standard Australian English. These skills are essential to the development of reading and 
writing. The content of the language conventions tests particularly complements the writing tests 
where spelling, grammar and punctuation are explicitly assessed in context. However, students’ 
understanding of language conventions is also necessary for reading. 
 
National minimum standards describe some of the skills and understandings students are      
generally expected to demonstrate at their particular year of schooling. There are two sets of 
minimum standards for language conventions – minimum standards for spelling, and minimum 
standards for grammar and punctuation. This is because it is not possible to establish a single 
assessment scale for all these areas. The standards are intended to be a snapshot of typical 
achievement and do not describe the full range of what students are taught or what they may 
achieve.  
 
The minimum Standards for Spelling are: 
 
Year 3 
In spelling, Year 3 students at the minimum standard generally identify and correct errors in    
frequently used one-syllable words and some frequently used two-syllable words with double  
letters. 
 
Students can correct identified errors in: 
 frequently used one-syllable words 
 frequently used two-syllable words with regular spelling patterns. 
  
Year 5 
In spelling, Year 5 students at the minimum standard generally identify and correct errors in most 
one- and two-syllable words with regular spelling patterns and some less frequently used words 
with double letters. 
 
Students can correct identified errors in: 
 frequently used one-syllable long vowel words 
 frequently used one-syllable words with irregular spelling patterns 
 common one-syllable verbs with tense markers 
 high frequency two-syllable words. 
 
Students can identify and correct errors in: 
 frequently used one-syllable words 
 high frequency compound words 
 less frequently used multi-syllable words with double letters.  
 
Year 7 
In spelling, Year 7 students at the minimum standard generally identify and correct errors in most 
frequently used multi-syllable words with regular spelling patterns and some words with silent 
letters. 
 
 

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/language-conventions/minimum-standards---spelling
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/language-conventions/minimum-standards---grammar-and-punctuation
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/language-conventions/minimum-standards---grammar-and-punctuation


Students can correct identified errors in: 
 less frequently used one-syllable words 
 less frequently used compound words with regular spelling patterns 
 two-syllable words with irregular spelling patterns 
 less frequently used multi-syllable adverbs. 
 
Students can identify and correct errors in: 
 one-syllable ‘soft c’ words 
 one-syllable words ending with silent letters 
 one-syllable words with irregular spelling patterns 
 frequently used compound words with irregular spelling patterns. 
 
The minimum Standards for Grammar and Punctuation are: 
 
Year 3 
In grammar and punctuation, Year 3 students at the minimum standard generally identify        
features of a simple sentence. They identify some common grammatical conventions such as 
the correct use of past and present tense and the use of pronouns to replace nouns in           
sentences. They typically recognise the correct use of punctuation in written English, such as 
capitalisation for sentence beginnings and proper nouns. 
 
In grammar students can: 
 identify the correct preposition required to complete a sentence  
 identify the correct pronoun required to complete  a sentence 
 identify the correct adverb of time required to complete a sentence 
 identify the correct form of a participle required to complete a sentence. 
 
In punctuation students can: 
 identify the correct location of a full stop 
 identify proper nouns that require capitalisation. 
  
Year 5 
In grammar and punctuation, Year 5 students at the minimum standard generally identify      
common grammatical conventions such as the correct use of conjunctions and verb forms. They 
typically recognise the correct use of punctuation in written English, such as the use of question 
marks and speech marks for direct speech. 
 
In grammar students can: 
 identify the correct conjunction required to join a pair  of simple sentences 
 identify the correct form of the verb required to complete  a sentence 
 identify which adverb in a sentence describes how an  action took place 
 identify the correct plural pronoun required to complete a sentence. 
 
In punctuation students can: 
 identify direct speech that uses capital letters, question marks and speech marks. 
 
Year 7 
In grammar and punctuation, Year 7 students at the minimum standard generally identify      
common grammatical conventions such as the correct use of relative pronouns and clauses. 
They typically recognise the correct use of punctuation in written English, such as the use of 
apostrophes for possession and of commas to separate nouns in lists. 
 
In grammar students can: 
 identify the correct form of the verb required to complete a complex sentence 
 identify the correct personal pronoun required to complete  a sentence  
 identify correct subject-verb agreement in a sentence 
 identify the phrase required to complete a sentence. 



UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop is open on the following 
days: 

  Tuesday Morning  8:45am to 9:15am 

  Wednesday Afternoon 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

In punctuation students can: 
 locate a comma to separate items in a list. 
 
The Grade 3 & 5 students will complete their NAPLAN testing next Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. 
 
Di Double 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
“We may not be able to prepare the future for our children, but we can at least prepare our     
children for the future.”    
                                                                                   Franklin D Roosevelt 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

Over the next few months a couple of our regular Reading Room   

volunteers will be travelling overseas. 

 

Do you have 2 hours spare, where you could step into the Reading 

Room between 9:00 – 11:00 to help students with their learning? 

 

If you are able to help with any short term (or the longer term),  

can you please pop in and see Di 

 

Thank you 




